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As they were Publickly Re- 
hearſed for the Entertainment of 
the Spaniſh Nobility: By that Ce- 
lebrated Lady Donna Vabella. 


CONTAINING 


** Surprizing Amours and Gal- 
lantries of the Preſent Court of Spain, 
and other F oreign Nations. 
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The Hoartpiere'd Lea Bere a Cure may gain, 
Ladies the beſt Phyſicians ate in Spain; | 
Rowe not to Heathen-Climes for Moral Rules, 
Venus has Pupils in all Chriftian Schools : 
Ha due Warmth in Flavia's Breaſt prevails, 
For Bh Extatic, read Tberian Takes. 
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4 Letter from an Engliſh Gal | 
man at the Court of. Madrid, fo 
his Friend in London. 


Fs 7 K. 

"FRAY not he it proper, 
ſince my Arrival at this Place, 
05 to ſend any of the common 
News it affords, you being 
ARE there ſo plentifully ſupply'd 
with that Sort of. Commodity from all 
| B Parts 
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Parts of the World, and my Intelligence 


not reaching ſo high, as to furniſh any 


Thing te ne Beſides, you know 


| my Genius is not turned for Politicks; 


and- I am more fond of ſpending my 


Hours in good Company, than of being 


into all the Myſteries of State. A- 


Midſt all the Diverſions I have found 


out here, you have always been in my 
Thoughts, and I have often. wiſh'd to 
meet with. ſomething entertaining, which 
might be worth imparting to you. - 
Fortune, at length, has proved favour- 
able, in enabling me to furniſh you with 


2 Relation ſutable tb my Inclination, 


which will ſcarce occur in any of your 
News-Papers, and yet may, I hope, be 
acceptable . to you. Being indifferently 

vers'd in the Spanih Tongue, I have 
made it my Buſineſs to become acquainted 


among ſome of the gayeſt young Gen- 


tlemen of this Court, and have not been 
diſappointed of my Expectation, being 


let into a Society very e i wy Sa- 
tisfaction; 


Lou know Drinking is © ikiohable 
Folly: in Spain; we live ſober, but have 


excellent Converſation, and all other Re- 


ereations. Thoſe Gentlemen I have men- 
tion'd, a few Days ago conducted me 
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_ Jv] 
to the Houſe of one of their Friends, 
where a good Number of us being met, 
we had the Happineſs of the Company 
of ſeveral Ladies of conſiderable Qua- 
lity. After the uſual Civilities, which 
are paid 4n an extraordinary Manner to 
Strangers, and ſome little Diſcourſe be- 
fitting ſuch, an Aſſembly, the Lady of 


3 the Houſe acquainted us, that ſhe had 
a moſt beautiful Woman-Slave,. who had 
begg'd Leave ſhe might entertain her 


Friends with à moſt ſurprizing Relation, 
the Truth of every Particular whereof, 
ſhe could atteſt upon her own Know- 


ledge. All there preſent, not only ap- 


proy*d of the Motion, but became Sui- 
tors, that the Slave might be admitted. 

She was calPd, and when every one 
expected a tawny African, in mean Ap- 
parel, as. became a ſervile Condition, 
there appear*d a moſt beautiful Crea- 
ture, in a coſtly Mooriſ Habit. Her 
Smock was of the fineſt Cambrick, with 
Sleeves almoſt as wide as a Surplice, 
and ſo thin, that they were tranſparent, 
with curious broad Hlauuers Laces at the 
Wriſts and Neck, and narrow ones be- 
tween the Seams. Her upper Coat was 


of rich Tiſſue, with three maſſive gold 
Laces, reaching down only to her Ancles, 


B 2 ſo 


be] 


10 tar her Feet appear'd, on which ſhe 
wore Sandals, adorn'd with many Rib- 
bons, and ſome Jewels. Inſtead of Siays, 
ſhe wore. a Mooriſh. Waſtcoat, of the 
ſame Cloth of Silver, with Sleeves as 
ide as thoſe: of her Shift, ſo that her 
delicate White naked Arms appear'd, a- 
dorn'd with: coſtly Bracelets. Her long 
brown Hair hung looſe on her Back, 
whence it reach'd down to the Ground, 
being gather'd on her Head, inſtead of 
a Fillet, with a Chain of Diamonds, and 
to the Top of her Hair was pinn'd a 


delicate Veil, of Silver and Blue, reach- 
ing thence to her Heels: In this Man- 
ner ſhe appear'd, more like an Empreſs 


of Morocco, or a Turkiſh Sultana, than a 
Wave: 13: F 

The Ladies a Genedlament were a- 
— dat this Sight, and above all, her 
own' Lady, who had never ſeen this 


Dress. All admird, but none ſpoke a 


Word, expecting ſhe would herſelf, in 
it's proper Time, ſatisfy their Curioſity. 


Her Beauty was ſo enhans'd with this 


coſtly Dreſs, that notwithſtanding the 
Brand on her Face; (which is the Mark 


of a Slave) ſome of the Gentlemen could 
have been fatisfy'd to make her Miſtreſs 


2 all they had. When ſhe had made 
: her 
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['5 1 
her Obeiſance to all the Company in ge? 
neral, and to her Miſtreſs in particular, 
| the ſeated herſelf in the Place appointed 
for her, and gave the Company the 
following Recital of her Life to that 
UNE. | 0 : 


The SLAVE ; Hie. 
AY Name is Donn Lſabel Fase 


'V F' and not Zelima; nor am I a 
Moor, as you imagine; but a Chriſtian, 
born of Catholick Parents, and thoſe of 
the beſt Quality, in the City of Murcia; 
for the Brand you. ſee on my Face, is 


but a Shadow of the real Brand a Man's 


Baſeneſs has left upon my Quality and 
Reputation; and that you may give the 
more Credit to me ſee here it is off. 
Would to God I could as eaſily remove 
that which my Misfortunes and Follies 
have fix d upon my Soul. So ſay ing, 
ſne took off the Brand, and threw it 


| 9 | away, leaving no Sign of Spot or Ble- 


miſh on her charming Countenance, and 
her glorious Beauty to ſhine bright with- 
out on Obſtacle: of that Cloud, The 


B 3 Spec- 


[6] 
Spectators were amaz'd, fixing their Eyes 
on her, as if ſhe! had been ſomething 
more than human; the Gallants were 
in Love, and the Ladies almaſt envious, 
and yet all of them doubting whether 


he was more beautiful with the Brand 
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or without it. Donna Jabel having given 
them a ſhort. Time to gaze, and per- 
ceiving they were all filent, proceeded 
after this Manner, 

lam the only Child my Parents had, 
that I alone might be the Ruin of their 
Family. What Beauty fell to my Share, 
you may behold; my Quality I have told 
you, and for Wealth, I had , enough to 
have made me wiſer, or to ſecure me a 
conſiderable Huſbahd, had I not been 
unfortunate.  *Till twelve Years of Age, 
J was brought up with all poſſible Care 
and Tenderneſs, and inltructed in all 
Things that became my Quality, and 
had a Genius that carry'd me tb take 

every Thing with Eaſe! and Perfection. 
Pardon my commending myſelf, ſince 
I have no Body to ſpeak for me and I 
do it for the Sake of Truth, and not 
out of Vanity. I was excellent at Sing- 

ing, playing on the Muſick, Dancing, 
and above all, at Verſifying 3. for which 


I was envied by very many, who might 
512 8 rather 
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N 1 71 
rather have pitied me, ſince theſe Qua- 
lifications, and eſpecially the two- laſt, 


'F | are moſt frequently the Bane of Women, 


At fourteen Years of Age, there were 
fo many Pretenders to me, that my Fa- 
ther, out of Patience, bid them all ſtay 
till I was a Woman; but they, as they 
ſaid, doating on me, could not forbear 
importuning of him, e S628 

Among the reſt, the moſt. paſſionate 
Lover was one Don Philip, a Gentleman 
but a few Years eldet than my felt, 
excellently qualified, and of good Birth, 
but wholly deſtitute of the Bleſſings of 
Fortune; for he was ſo poor, that few 
took any Notice of him (the general 
Misfortune attending Poverty). This 
Gentleman endeavoured to gain my Af. 
fection by Aſſiduity, Sighs, and Tears, 


but I was like the reſt of the World ; 


and my Servants, perceiving I had no 
Kindneſs for him, never would take any 
more Notice of him, than I did, which 
was very conducing towards his not being. 
known after wards upon another Occaſion. 


Would to God 1 had countenanc'd him 


for ſo I might have prevented the many 
Misfortunes that have attended me; but 
being poor, how could my Vanity con- 
deſcend to regard him ! Though 1 had 
£0" "OM B 4 enough. 


[8] 
enough to have ſerved. us both, yet 1 
took ſo little Notice of him, that I could 
never ſay what Face he had, till I was 
plung'd into my Calamities 
At this Time happen'd the Rebellion 
in Catalonia, for a Puniſhment of our Sins, 
or of mine in particular; for though the 
Loſſes have been great in general, yet 
none greater than mine, for thoſe who 
have died on this Occaſion, gain'd eternal 
Fame, and I have ſurviv'd with Infamy. 
The News being brought to Murcia, that 
his Majeſty was going into the Kingdom 
of Arragon, to be near at Hand to ſup- 
preſs the Rebellion; my Father, who had 
ſpent moſt of his Youth in the Ser vice, 
conſidering his Majeſty ſtood in Need of 
Men of Experience, reſolved to go and 


make a Tender of his Perſon, hoping to 


receive the Reward of his 


paſt and preſent 
Services at once. Be 


My Mother and I, were both ſo much 


concern'd to part with him, that, com- 
ply ing with our Importunity, he agreed 
io take us along with him, which turned 
all ; our Sorrow into Joy, apd particu- 


ly. mine, who being ſo young, was wil- 


ling to ſee other Parts; but it was my 
Fate that led me to my Ruin. We ſet 
out from Murcia with ſueh an Equipage 
198 5 "7 þ as 
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Jas might become the ancient Family of 
the Faxado's of that Kingdom. My Ab- 
ſence was much lamented and celebrated 
by the beſt Wits of the City. At Sara- 
goza, we took an Apartment in one of 
the beſt Houſes, and after. reſting ſome. 
Days and ſettling. our Family, IL went 
abroad to ſee and be ſeen: But this was 
not the Cauſe of my Diſaſters, for that 
was within our own Houſe, and there my. 
ill Fortune found me, without going 
abroad to ſeek it. I know not what 
Share of Beauty I had, yet ſuch as it was, 
it began to be applauded, as if that City. 
had not abounded in charming Ladies. 

My Father kiſs'd the King's Hand, who» 
being informed of his paſt Actions, and. 
finding in him ſtill Vigour to. proceed, 
gave him a Regiment of Horſe, and ho- 
# nour'd him with the ' moſt noble Order. of: 
# Knighthood of Calatrae. 

The Landlady of the Houſe we Jiv'd- 
in, was a Widow-Gentlewoman of Qua- 
& lity, very rich, and had a. Son and a, 
Daughter: The Youth was handſome, 

7 and. ingenious ;. (would to God he had 
not been falſe and treacherous !') his 
Name Don Manuel, his Surname I will nog 

diſcover, ſince he was a Diſhonour to it: 
The Daughter was young, and indiffe- 
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rent handtome, her Name Donna Zu- 
fraſia, and ſhe was to marry a Kinſ- 
man of her own, who was in the Weft- 
Indies, and expected with the next Fleet. 
She and I took ſuch a Liking to one 
another, as our Mothers had done, that 
we were -Icarce ever alunder, unleſs it 
were at Bed-Time, either in her Apart- 
ment, or in e. 1 were known 
throughout the City, b by the Name of 
the two Friends; and os Brother, Don 
Manuel, fell in Love, or made it his 
Buſineſs to deceive mes Wich is all 
one. N 
At firſt, 1 gigkted whe Mund his 
| Courtſhip, looking upon it as a Dero- 
gation of my Quality and Modeſty ; 
inſomuch that, to avoid it, I forbore bis 
Siſter's Company as often as I could do. 
it without giving Offence; Which Don 
Manuel, ſo heinouſly reſented; ſhewing 
himſelf full of Melancholy and Deſpair, 
that ſometimes I could not but pity him, 
1 n thut oy Severity . r. hog 7 
Health. 198 
4 Bad epd Dillike to Don Mankel, 
though I did not ſhew ir, and could have 
been contented, ſince I was to have a 
_ Huſbatid,” that he had been the happy 
Man Bat, alas!, he had another _ | 
or | 
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for tho: there 1 0 K many that aſpirꝭd 
to me; he never oppos d them; and my 
Father was ſo vainly fond of me, that 
if he had made any Advances, he would 
never have encourag'd him, becauſe there 
were other Pretenders much better ho 
lified ; and yet he was not deſpicable, nor 
had I any Thoughts of oppoſing my 
Father's Will. Love had not as yet 
triumph'd over me; but I believe he afrer- 


wards, in Revenge, made ſuch Havock 


a8 enſued. 

Don Manuel, had not As ud 
any Opportunity to acquaint me with his 
Love, any otherwiſe than with his Eyes 


for J always ſhunn'd him, till one Even, 


ing, when L was with his Siſter, he came 
io, and being deſir'd by her to ſing, he 
threw down "the Inſtrument ſhe offer'd 


him, ſaying, How can I ſing to thoſe: 


„Charms, which rejoice all that loak on 
* them, but only me, ſince their Cruelty 
robs me of my Reſt, and reduces me 
to Deſpair ?* This ſaid, he fell, or pre-- 
tended to fall, into a. Suden ſo that his 
Mother and Siſter were fain to carry him 
to Bed; and It went away to my Apart- 
ment; 1 know: not whether pleasꝰd or 
diſcontented ; all I can ſay, is, that b:was: 


a 7 0 out of Countenance, and reſbly*d: 


Kg * REVEIT 


[ 28-3 
never to give him an en. again 
tO to be 1o: bold: 13% 2) 
Hadi held wha Relplation, I had been 
in the right; but Love now began to 
take Poſſeſſion of my Heart, and Sain'd 
Ground two Days after, when I was in- 
formed that Don Manuel was ſick, and 
the Phyficians knew not what to think of 
him. However, I did not ſee Donna 
Eupbraſia, till the next Day, taking no 
Notice of what had paſs'd, and. pretend- 
ing Buſineſs, *cill ſhe leaving her Brother 
aſleep, came to me, and complain'd of 
my Unkindnefs to her. I excus'd my ſelf 
the beſt I could, and pretended ] gnorance 
of. the Trouble ſhe was in. 

After Dinner, I was obliged to, 80 
1 with: my Mother to ſee the ſick 
Man; and being ſatisfied that my Diſ- 
dain was' the Cauſe of his Diſtemper, 1 
endeavoured to reſtore him to his Health; 
by appearing more kind, talking mer- 
rily ; at which Don Manuel, ſometimes 7 
look'd pleagd, and ſometimes diſcon- 
tented, whilſt I obſerv'd him more na- 
rowly: than I: was! wont to do, yet always 
wich much Cautiom and Reſervednelſs; 
When; we were to take our Leaye, I 
came to the Bedſide to comfort him,. 
and he clapp' q A LON: into my h 
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7 Oply, that whether it was the Effect of 
the Surprize, or the Preſence of his Mo- 
ther and my own, I could not avoid con- 
cealing of it. When I came into my 
Chamber, I was going, to tear it; but 
being juſt then call'd away, ſuſpended 
the Execution 'till I was going to Bed, 
and then calling to the Maid that waited 
on me, whom U entirely lov'd, as having 
been brought up together, I bid her bring 
me the Candle to burn it. 
The ſubtle Wench,. w 


7 The fubtle Wench, whoſe Name was 
Claudia, being before corrupted by Don 


Manuel, holding away the Candle, ſaid, 
Why, Madam; has that Paper any 
Thing in it againſt the true Faith, that 


? N : 


» 4 
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vou ſhould condemn it to the Flames? 
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r ſter.) Do you know whoſe it is? Said 
I.. Whoſe can it be, anſwered Claudia, 
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the unhappy Don Manuel's, 


who 
1 


Lap] 
© for your Sake languiſhes under Sick 
© neſs and Deſpair; which would &re 
* now have kilPd him, but that Death 
© ſhuns the miſerable.” You have had 
a Fee, I ſuppoſe, ſaid I, ſince you 
© plead fo zealouſly for him.” Jam not 
. Corrupted, replied' Claudia, But Pity, 
and Compaſſion moves me.) Why, how 
do you know, rejoin'd I, „that all his 
© Sufferings are for my Sake ?» I'II tell 
=, Madam, added the crafty Claudia, 

© your Mother ſent me this Morning to 
£ know how he did, and the poor Gentle- 
man was overjoy'd to ſee me, He told 
© me his Sufferings, lay ing them all at your 
Door; and this in ſuch a tender Man- 
* ner, that I could not forbear accompa- 
„ nying his Sighs and Tears with mine. 


He told me farther, that as ſoon as he 
© can recover, he will be gone where you 
© ſhall never more ſee or hear of him. 


Thus we argued on both Sides, *cill my 
Heart began to relent; ſhe preſſed me 


to read the Paper, I inſiſted to burn it; 


but having at the ſame Time a Longing 
to ſee the Contents, was ealily: 1 


up. to open it ; which 1 did, enga 3 F 


her not to let Don Manuel No 6 1 
had read it, and e it to this Effect 
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ori herd OIL. ef; 
Camot imagine, "cruel Lady, what your 
1 Heart is made of; for though it were of 
Stone, my Tears muſt have made ſome 1m- 
7 prefion on it by this Time; but inſtead of be- 
ing mollify'd, is daily grows more obdurate, 
wit bont any Regard to my Sufferings, Did 
I aim at leſs than making you Miſtreſs of my 
Perſon, and all I haue, your Rigour might 
tem eucuſable; but ſince it is your Will that 
I ould die without Relief, I here promiſe 
0 


ive you that Satisfattion,. by abſenting my 


"= .,> | 2 : 8 
ſelf from all my Friends and you, as ſoon as 


1 am able to leave my Bed; and tben, per- 
haps, you may repent your ſlighting my Ads 


dreſſes,” 


This was all the Paper contain'd 3» but 


3 | What' more could it ſay? (God deliver us 


from Billets deux, which often create 
Love, where there was none before. Take 
heed, Ladies; do not truſt to the enſnar- 
ing Words of Men; do not give Ear to 
their Expreſſions, nor read their deceitful 


Lines.) I again commanded and intreated 


Claudia not to tell Don Manuel I had read 
his Paper, and ſhe again repeated her 
Promiſes of Obedience. This done, ſhe 
went away, leaving me in ſuch un A 


[ 16] 
of Thoughts, that I hated myſelf for 
them. One Moment I lov'd, and the 
next I repented'; one while I was all 
Compaſſion, and then again rejected that 

Tenderneſs. At length, I came to this 
Concluſion, not to favour Don Manuel ſo 

as to encourage any future Preſumption, 
nor 
drive him to Deſpair. Being thus reſolv'd, 

J continued Donna Eupbraſia's F riendſhip 
as before, and was as frequently in her 
Company as we had us'd to be. If ſhe 
call'd me Siſter-in-Law, I was not offend- 
ed; when Don Manuel courted me, if I 

did not anſwer fully to his Satisfaction, 
ſil I did not blame him for telling me 
his Love ſo plain; and the greateſt Fa- 
vour I ſhew'd him, was, to bid him aſk 
me of my Father, and he might be ſure of 
my Conſent; but the Villain having ker 
Deſigns; never went about it. 

When the Carnival or Shrovetide came, 
which at Saragoze is celebrated with great- 
er Mirtb and Rejoicing, than in any other 

Part of Spain, we all ſported and diverted 
ourſelves, without reflecting upon one an- 

other. Que of theſe Days, as I was going 
after Dinnen to Donna Euphraſia's Cham- 

ber, to dreſs myſelf with her for a Maſ- 
| querade, her. baſe Brother, who doubtleſs 

4 ; watch'd 


yet to ſhew myſelf ſo ſcornful, as to 


+36 


Fart. 4 


7 watch'd this Opportunity, ſtopp'd me at 


his Chamber-Door, which was before his 


Mother's, bidding me welcome, as he 


2 us'd to do at other Times. I did not 


imagine he would attempt any farther, 


tho he had taken the Liberty to hold me 


by the Hand; but he finding me unpro- 


vided of Defence, gave a Pull, and drew 
me into his Room, before I could make 


gany reſiſtance, locking the Door upon 


dus. I know not what he did to me, for 
the Fright -made' tne fall into a Swoon, 
(Would to God I had never more come 
to myſelf, but had been carry'd from the 


7 falſe Wretch's Arms to my Grave; but 


my ill Fate preſerved me for greater Ca- 
luamities, if any can be greater.) About 
half an Hour after, I came to Life again, 


but my Honour was dead; which put me 
7 into ſuch a Rage, «that inſtead, of venting 
my Paſſion, as other Women do, in 


Tears, I flung from his infamous Em- 


3 braces; and drawing his Sword, which 
was at the Bed's- head, was going to ſheath 
it in his Body; he ſtepp'd aſide, and 
cloſing with me, took away the Sword, 
which I was then going to thruſt into my 
x own Body, in Revenge for having miſs'd 
his; ſay ing, Villain, ſince I could not 
evenge myſelf on you, I do it on my- 


ERS .. - 
« ſelf; for fo Women of my Quality 
© right+ their Wrongs.“ The baſe Man 
did al] he could to appeaſe me, for Fear 
J ſhould kill lf excuſing his vile 
Action, by alledging he had done it to 
be ſure of me; and after many kind and 
paſſionate Expreſſions, made a folemn 
Promiſe to marry me. At length, when 
he thought I was calmer, tho' in Effect, 
I was like an enrag'd Fury, he let me go 
back to my Chamber, ſo overwhelm'd 
with Sorrow, that I could ſcarce breathe. 
This Aceident went fo near to my Heart, 
that I fell ſick, and was at the Point of 


Death, 'to the unſpeakable Grief of my 


Parents. © 

All the Advantage Don Manuel gain'd 
by this Baſeneſs, was, that as before I had 
fotne Liking'to him, ſo now I hated and 


abhorr'd his very Name; and tho' Claudia 


preſs'd to kow the Cauſe of my Sorrow, 
I never would diſcover it, or hear one 
Word of Don Manuel; and it was even 
Death to me, to ſee his Siſter. I was ſo 
deſperate, that I only ſpar'd my Life for 
the Sake of my Soul. Claudia gueſs'd at 
my Diſtemper, by my Sorrow; and for 
the more Surety, ſpoke to Don Manuel, 
who told her the whole Story, deſiring 
| _ to pacify me, and repeating the on 
miſe 
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mise he had made me of being my Huſ- 
ö 4 Y band: | It pleas'd Heaven I recover'd, 


becauſe I had greater Evils to run thro'; 


; and then Claudia being with me alone; 
90 becauſe my Mother and the other Maids 
1 were abroad, ſne ſaid to me, Madam, 


I doi not at all wonder that you ſhould 
grieve as you have done, and ftil do; 
but we muſt not lay thoſe, Accidents 
which Fortune contrives, and Heaven 
permits, for Cauſes to us unknown, ſo 
much to Heart, as to endanger our 


Lives, and with them our Souls. 1 


own Don: Manuel's Inſolence was the 
greateſt that can be imagin'd; but ſtill 
you are more to blame, for tho? there 
was a great Hazard in this Attempt, 
yet you are no Looſer; for making him 
your Huſband, all is ſet right again. 


If Melancholy and Deſpair could res 
trieve your Loſe, you would do well to 


indulge them: It is in vain to be coy 


with him that has got your Honour ; 


for that is the Way to give him a Dif 


like, and make him flight you, fince he 
is not ſo ill qualify'd, but he may gain 
any Beauty. It is therefore the wiſer 
Way to ſeck Redreſs, before it is too 


late. He has this Day deſir'd me to 


PROP you; to let you Know he is much 
* concern'd 
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7% $ concern'd at your: Affliction, and that 


he deſires | you will be of good Heart, 
andi chear up, for he is fully reſolv'd to 


give you entire Satisfaction in all Points. 
All that remains, Madam, is, that you 


get your Parents Conſent, that he may 
* be: your Huſband, which will reſtore 
your Honour; for all' the reſt is mere 
Madneſs,” and will: but compleat _ 
Ruin. Atte 
I was ſenGble enough that Claudia gave 
hs beſt Advice, but was ſo deſperate, 
that. for a long Time, ſhe could obtain no 
favourable Anſwer from me; and tho? E 
began to get up, yet. I would not ſuffer 
my baſe Lover to ſee me in above two 
Months; nor did I receive any Meſſage 
he ſent me, but tore all his Papers. We- 
ther Don Manuel had then any Kindneſs 
for me, or whether he did it to carry on 


his falſe Deſigns; he at laſt acquainted his 4 


Siſter with what he had done; for which 
ſhe ſeverely reprov'd him, but undertoole 
to reconcile me to him. In ſhort, Claudia 
and ſhe took fo much Pains, that they got 
the better of me; and as the falling out of 
Lovers, is the renewing of Love, ſo all 
my Hatred to Don Manuel, was convert- 
ed into Kindneſs; but at the ſame Time, 
his Kindneſs was chang'd into Hatred; 


for 
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1at for when Men are once in Poſſeſſion, their 
it, Affections vaniſh like Smoke. A whole 


to Fear paſs'd away in theſe Follies; during 
ts: all which Time, I could never prevail 
ou with Don Manuel to get Friends to ſpeak 
to my Father, that we might be marry*d ; 
and many other Matches that were pro- 
9 pos'd, came to nothing. My Lover ſtill 
Pur put me off, ſaying, That as ſoon as his 
3h . Majeſty had granted him the Knighthood 
VC ſof the Order of Santiago, which he ſu'd 
# for. t the better to wont 0 my Tater to 


ft © Li he would comply with my De- 
ter | fires and his own. I was much troubl'd 
wo at theſe Delays, and they almoſt made me 
; ſuſpect all was not right; yet Twas not 
more preſling, for fear of offending him. 

About this Time, my Father havi 

3 tune away a Servant, his Place was ſup- 
_ 2 ply'd'by a Youth, who, as I afterwards 
; underſtood, was chat poor Gentleman Don 
: 2 Philip, whom I had never regarded; (but 
- whoever regards a poor Man?) he not 
L enduring to live without ſeeing me, chan- 
2 ged his Habit and his Name, to fit him- 
2 elf for this Employ. The firſt Time 1 
? ſaw him, I thought him to de the ſame 


much, as thinking it impoſſible, Lewis, 
are for 


[ 22 ] 1 
for that he ſaid was his Name, foon-dil- 
cover'd the Kindneſs there was between 
Don Manuel and me, but did not imagine 
it had gone any farther than modeſt ln- 
tentions tending to Wedlock; and was 
ſatisfy' d, that tho“ he were Known to be 
Don Philip; he cauld expect nothing but 

Scors and Contempt, and therefore took 
no Notice, fearing to loſe the Satisfaction 
of ſeeing me, as he did at all Times. 
Thus I paſs'd ſame Months; for tho', as 
afterwards I found to my Coſt, Don Ma- 


nuel's Love was hot real, yet he counter- | 
feited it ſo well, that] knew not how to 


find Fault. But this could not always laſt, 

becauſe Falſehood, ſooner or later, muſt 
appear; and accordingly, by Degrees, I 
begun to diſcover a Coldneſs in Don Ma-. 
auel, which made me ſhed many Tears; 
and when he. aſk'd me the Cauſe, rather 


than diſcover my Jealouſy, I pretended * - 


any other Reaſon. In Concluſion, his 


Slights ran ſo high, that, upon Inquiry, I 


faund out the Occaſion, which 1 fhall now 4 
relate. A 3 | 
Don Manuel had; For at leaſt ten Years 1 


laſt paſt, kept up an Tntrigue with a Lad 


of Saragoza, who was none of the hand- 
ſomeſt, nor. moſt virtuous; and tho' mar- 7 
ry'd, ſhe refus'd no Gallant, becauſe. her 1 
101 Huſband | 


[463] 


il. Huſband was good-natur'd, liv'd upon 


© what he did. not provide, and rather than 
ſpoil Sport, went abroad when there was 
Occaſion for it. Here is a ſufficient 
Ground to reflect upon the Men; but 
thoſe mean and vile Ones, who make this 
tbeir Livelthood, are rather Brutes than 
Men. At the ſame Time that Alexandra 
( (fo the Lady was call'd) had plung'd her- 
/ ſelf deepeſt in Familiarity with Don Ma- 
nuel, it pleas'd Heaven, for a Puniſhment 
to her, or to bring about my Ruin, that 
ſhe fell dangeroufly ſick, and being near 
Death, made a Promiſe to deſiſt from that 
lewd Courſe of Life. When recover'd, 
ſhe kept her Vow a Year and a half, 
which was the time Don Manuel ſpent in 
cContriving to undo me, being diſcarded 
by Alexandra; tho), as I afterwards under- 
; ſtood, he till viſited and preſented! her, 
for paſt Kindneſs. (A Curſe on theſe ci- 
vil Viſits, which prove ſo fatal to many 
Women.) Don Manuel being taken up 
with my Courtſhip, forbore viſiting Alex- 
andra, ſince there was no more to be ex- 


pected there. Sbe miſſing him, preſently 


2 -gueſy'd he had ſome other Amour; and 
lifting out the Cauſe, found that Don Ma- 
nuel was about marrying of me; which 
ſtirr'd up ſo much Jealouſy and Envy, 

mw that 


— 


[44] 
that ſne broke her Promiſe to God, court- 
ed Don Manuel to return to her, eaſily 
prevail'd, and fell to her lewd Courſe of 
Life with him again, without any Regard 
to her Vow. He was again charm'd by 

that Enchantreſs, and renewing his Love 
to her with greater Vigour than before, 
was ſo aſſiduous at her Houſe, that he 
could not but be much miſo'd at Home. 
In ſhort, neither the long Summer Days, 
nor the tedious Winter Nights, had 
Hours enough to afford me one; ſo that 
I began to endure the Pains of a forſaken 
Lover; and if ever my Importunities 
prevail'd to gain his Company a few 
Minutes, he was ſo indifferent and uneaſy, 
that it afforded me no Satisfaction, which 
made me at firſt to fear; Fear became 
Jealouſy, and Jealouſy led me into all 
an Diſaſters. 
There is nothing ſo * to n as 
Jealouly ; into which, when it once falls, 
it ſcarce ever riſes again; for if it takes no 
Notice of Wrongs, they proceed, believ- 
ing they are not known; and if it ſpeaks 
plain, then all Reſpect is loſt, as I found 
by Experience; for being no longer able 
to bear with Don Manuels unjuſt Beha- 
viour, I began to unburthen my Heart, 
to complain, ang: then to chide, which 
24 55 — q 
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made me be ene n and ill- 
aud and from one Step to another, 


I perceived I was hated. As yet I Was 
ignorant of the Cauſe of my Misfortune; 
but being come to this Height of Diſ- 
cord, reſolv'd to find out the Truth; 
f and! in Order to it, bid Claudia dog him, 
2 who did ſo one Day after Dinner,” when 
all mine, nor his Siſter's Intreaties could 
not prevail to keep him at Home, She 
follow d him to Alexandra's Houle, and 
waiting to obſerve the Event, ſaw her, 
Land other Women of her Gang, take 
Coach with Don Manuel, and drive away 
I to a Garden out of Town. Claudia of- 
e at his Falſhood, went after the 
Coach, and diſcovering herſelf as they 
were going into the Garden, reprov'd 
{him as he deſerv*d, had it been well taken; 
but Don- Manuel, though out of Counte- 
nance to be thus diſcover*d, chid and a- 
busꝰ' d Claudia in a haughty Manner, which 
Jencouraged the impudent Alexandra to do 
the like; telling her all that had hap- 
| ok to me, and threatning to make it 
known to my Father. It is true, ſhe did 
not, but ſtill took ſuch Liberty of com- 
Log Home to Don Manuel, and 'provok- 
ing me in the moſt outragious Manner, 
that I never enjoy'd any Peace after, 


Ic 


It happen'd at this Time, that his Ma- 
jeſty appointed the Marquis de los Balbaces, 
Vice-Roy of Sicily; and Don Manuel, 
finding himſelf embroiled in theſe Con- 
trowerſies between Alexandra and me, or 
what is moſt likely, being reſolv'd not 
to marry me, and conſidering the Dan- 
ger he muſt bring himſelf into, he made 
Intereſt, by Means of the Marquis's Stew- 
ard, who was his Friend, to be admit- 
ted to be one of his Gentleman of the 
Bed- Chamber, without acquainting his 
Mother with it. This he kept ſo ſecret, 
that no Body knew it, but one Servant 
that was to go with him, 'till the Mar- 
quis was ready to ſet forward, Two or 
three Pays before that, he order'd his 
Linnen and Cloaths to be got ready, tel- 
ling us he was to go for a few Days to 
an Eſtate he had in the Country, as he 
had done other Times ſince I knew him. 
When the Day he was to begin his Journey 
came on, he took his Leave of all thge 
Family; and drawing near to me, who 
was in his Apartment on purpoſe to bid 
him adieu, methought I ſaw more Ten- 
derneſs in his Eyes than at other Times, 
for when he embraced me, he could not 
ſpeak one Word, and the Tears ran down 
his Cheeks, filling me with Trouble and 
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. Suſpicion ; yet I only thought it was ſome 
57 wonderful Effect of Love in my Behalf. 
: Thus] paſſed that Day, ſometimes weep- 


ing for Joy, to think he lov'd me, and 
ſometimes for Sorrow, becauſe he was 
gone. EE 
At Night, as I lat penſive and melan- 
choly, expecting my Mother, who was 
Abroad a Viſiting, in came Lewis, that 
Servant I have before-mentioned, or ra- 
ther Don Pbilip, that Gentleman whom 
Poverty had render'd unregarded, and 
ſeeing me in that Poſture, ſaid, Alas! 
Madam, did you know as much of your 
Misfortune, as I do, your Sorrow would 
go near to kill you.“ This ſtartled me, 
pbut I held my Peace, to hear the End of 
his imperfect Relation; and he proceeded, 
*faying, It is now in vain, Madam, to 
#<* conceal yourſelf from me; for though 
I have long ſince ſuſpected what would 
happen, now the Caſe is altered; for 
1 know the whole Truth.“ Are you 
mad, Lewis, anſwered IJ. I am not 
#< replied Lewis, tho? T have Cauſe enough 
to beſo; for I bear you ſo much Love, 
(as my Miſtreſs) that what I have 
learned this Day, is enough to diſtract 
or kill me; and ſince it is not fit to 
conceal any Thing from you, know that 
2 the 


1528 


© the falſe Don Manuel is going to Si- 


< cily with the Marquis, as one of his 


« Gentlemen. His own Servant has told 


me, he does it only to avoid doing you 


Juſtice; and beſides, I ſaw him ſet out 


* myſelf this Afternoon. Do you con- 
* fider what you will have done in this 
* Caſe, for upon the Word of an honeſt 
Man, (and I am ſomething better than 
you imagine) if it is your Pleaſure, tho“ 
© it coſt me my Life, he ſhall be as good 
© as his Word to you, or he ſhall die 
for it.“ I diſſembled the beſt I could, 
and ſaid, Why, who are you, that '$1 
could perform what you promiſe, if 71 
all you ſay were true? Do you give 
me leave, replied Lewis, and when it 
< is done, you ſhall know that.“ By this 
J was fully ſatisfied of what I had before 
only ſuſpected, that he was Don Philip, 
as appear'd by his Mein; and being a- 

bout to anſwer him, my Mother came 
in, which put an End to our Diſcourſe. 
I got from her as faſt as I could, and 
going into my Chamber, threw my ſel! } 
on the Bed, almoſt diſtracted with Trou- 
ble, ſometimes reſolving to kill myſelf, | 
and then again to deſtroy him that was 


the Cauſe of my Death. 


told perfected my Ruin. I got up imme- 
you Qliately, with an undaunted Courage, and 
t out packing up my own and my Mother's 
con- Jewels, with as much Gold as I could 
this {conveniently carry, (for all was in my 
oneſt Cuſtody) waited *till my Father came in 
than to Supper; when being call'd, I excus'd 
'tho' myſelf, alledging I was not well, and 
good would afterwards take ſome light Colla- 
| die tion. They fat down to Supper, and I 
ould, 2 finding a fit Opportunity to put my Folly 
that in Execution, all the Servants then wait- 
e, if ing at Table, ſlipp'd away into the Street, 
give vithout acquainting ſo much as my truſty 
en it's Maid, Claudia. | 
7 this Not far from us lived the Servant I ſaid 
efore | my Father had turned away when he took 
bilip, 4 | Lewis, whoſe Houſe I knew, becauſe pi- 
1g a- tying his Want and Age, I us'd to re- 
came lieve, and to call and ſee him, when I 
durſe. went abroad without my Mother, Thi- 
and ther I went, and the honeſt Man received 
ay ſelf y me with much Concern for my Misfor- 
Trou- tune, which he knew ſomething, of, be- 
yſelf, cauſe I had promiſed, that, as ſoon as 
t Was married, I would take him home.  - 
= OHavio, (ſo he was called) blamed my 
A. Keſolution; but finding there was no Re- 
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At laſt I choſe hd DAY Courſe, for 
oth thoſe were heroick, but this laſt 
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medy, he ſubmitted, and the ſooner, be- 


cauſe he ſaw T had Money, and gave him 
Part. | | HR 
There I ſtaid that Night, full of Sor- 


row and Fear; and in the Morning bid 
him go. to my Houſe, without taking 
Notice. of any, Thing, and tell Claudia, 
he. wanted to ſpeak with me, as he did 
at other Times; and by that Means, fee * 


how Things went, and whether any Search 


was made after me. 


Octavio coming to my unfortunate Houſe, 


ſaw all the People of the Town going in 


and out, which much ſurprized him; but 
going. in among the reſt, he found Clau- 
dia all in Tears, who told him, That 


as ſoon as Supper was done, my Mother 


went into my Room to ſee what ailed 
me, and miſſing me, enquired of the Ser- 
vants, who. ſaid, they had left me upon 


the Bed. That having then found the 


Back- door open, and the Jewels being 
miſſing, they eaſily gueſs'd how it was, 
and my Mother began to cry out. My 
Father coming in at the Noiſe, and being 
told the Occaſion, dropp'd down back- 
wards, Grief and Vexation ſinking his 
aged Body; and whether it was the Fall, 
or the Concern, that kill'd him, is not 
known, but he never ſpoke a Word mage 
e 
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- | She added, That my Mother was not like 


to be long behind him. Which Diſaſters 
conſider'd, little Notice was taken of 


* 


mine, unleſs it were to condemn my Fol- 


ly: That my Mother knew the whole af- 
fair of Don Manuel, becauſe, as ſoon as I 


5 turn'd my back, every Body told what 
they knew, and therefore ſhe had order'd, 


5 21 L 


that no Search ſhould be made after me, 


* ſaying, That ſince I had choſen a Huſ- 
band to my own Mind, ſhe wiſh'd me 


I». ; 114d 
7 

e . 
8 


better Fortune with him, than I had 
brought to the Family. 85 


OFavio brought me this News, which 


redoubled all my Sorrows, eſpecially when 
he told me, that I was now become the 


Z Town-Talk, It was ſome Comfort to 
mee to hear there was no Search made after 


me; and havihg ſew'd up my Jewels, and 


2 ſome Pieces of Gold, ſo as they might not 


be found, and provided all Things for our 
| Journey, four or five Days after, Oovio 


and I ſet out for Alicant, where my falſe 


Lover was to embark, The Galleys were 
not arriv'd when we came thither, and we 


took a Lodging, *tll we could contrive 
haw my baſe Lover ſhould ſee me. O7a- 
vio went every Day to the Houſe where 
the Marquis lay, faw the treacherous Don 
Manuel, and told me all that happen'd, 
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- and among the reſt, that the Steward was 
looking out for a Woman- Slave; and tho? 


into Sicily, what became of my Mother. 


[32] 


ſeveral had been brought to him, he lik'd 
none of them. As ſoon as I heard it, I 
reſolv'd upon another Piece of Madneſs, 
greater than all the former, which was, 
that I counterfeited a Brand on my Face, 
and k if myſelf into a proper Habit, 
to look like a Mooriſh Slave, by the 
Name of Zelima, I bid Ofavio carry me 
to the Steward, and if he lik'd me, never 
to ſtand for the „ 
Octavio was much troubl'd at my Reſo- 
lution, and ſhed Tears for me; but I 
comforted him, ſaying, that Diſguiſe 
would ſerve to promote my Deſigns, to 
reduce Don. Manuel to my Will, and to 
get out of Spain, that I might obſerve his 
Actions. This was ſome Satisfaction to 
Ofavia, and much more, when I told him 
he ſhould have the Money I was ſold for, 
only deſiring he would write me Word 


— 
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Every Thing ſucceeded as I had order'd; 

J was ſold for an hundred Crowns, and 

became a Slave, not ſo much to thoſe 

| who had paid for me, as to my falſe 

Lover, for whoſe Sake 1 deliver'd myſelf 
into Captivity. Having ſatisfy*'d Octavio 

with the Money h he had for * and more 

of 
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e, Hof my own, he took his Leave to return 


lea | * Home, with much Sorrow for me, and 
- 1 II ftay'd with my new Maſters, I know 
22 not whether I was joyful or uneaſy, but 

? 7 prov'd fortunate” in their Kindneſs ; for I 


. Jeck ſuch Care to pleaſe, that in a few 
Bir. Days all Things were at my Diſpoſal. 
the I My Miſtreſs was young and good-natur'd, 

and I was belov'd by her, and the Aker 
25 Hawes as if I had been their own Daugh- 


* ter or Siſter; but more particularly by 
fo. = one of them call'd Leoniſa, who was ſo 
11 very fond of me, that I lay in her Bed. 


vita The firſt Time Don Manuel ſaw me, 
= was one Day he din'd with my Maſter, 
<a which tho* he often did, yet he had not 
. the Opportunity of obſerving me before, 
42 © becaufe I was in the Kitchen; but that 
im | Day I carry*d a Diſh to the Table. He 
caaſt his Eyes upon me; and tho' the 


rd | Brand in my Face could not but make 
28 him doubt, being ſo well imitated, that 
d; no Body could miſtruſt it, yet in that 
3 ouſpence he forgot to eat, admiring what 
9 5 he beheld; for on the one Hand he con- 
Ie 7 cluded I was the very Perſon, and on the 
elf. other could ſcarce be perſuaded I had 
— been guilty of ſuch a Madneſs, as not 
= knowing the Misfortunes of my unhappy 
1 * F for his Sake. 1 was no leſs aſto- 


”. [34] 
niſn'd at another Accident, which was, 
that turning ſhort from him, that he 
might not have Leiſure quite to undeceive 
himſelf, and looking upon the Servants 
that waited, I ſaw Lewis, who had been 
before at my Father's. This ſtartled me, 
and I perceiv d that Lewis was no leſs a- 
maz'd to ſee me in that Habit, than Don 
Manuel, and having my Picture in his 
Heart, knew me at firſt Sight, notwith- 
ſtanding the counterfeit Brand. As I 
went out, I heard Don Manuel aſk my 
Maſter whether I was the Slave he had 
lately bought? My Miſtreſs ſaid, This 
is ſhe, and is ſo pretty and good-hu- 
< mour'd, that it grieves me to the Heart 
to think ſhe is a Moor, and I would 
give double what ſhe coſt me, that ſhe 
* would be a Chriſtian; beſides, I am 
ved to ſee that delicate Face branded, 
and I cannot forbear curſing thoſe who 
did it.“ Leoniſa, who was by, anſwer'd, 
She ſays ſhe did it herſelf, for Vexation 
© that ſhe was wrong'd, and ſhe has pro- 
mis'd me that ſhe will be a Chriſtian. 

Nothing could have perſuaded me, re- 

© ply'd Don Manuel, that ſhe was not a 

Beauty I knew at Saragoza, but that 
Brand: However, Nature might per- 
* haps caſt this Moor in the ſame Mould.C 
e I being 


31 ; 
| I being concern'd at the Sight of Lewis, 
he 27 aſk'd one of the Servants what Louth that 
we as, who ſerv'd at the Table among the 
nts reſt. It is, ſaid he, a Servant Don Ma- 


en nue! has hir'd this very Day, becauſe his 
ne, « Man has kilPd another, and is fled for 
a- it. I knew him, ſaid I, in a Houſe 
on « where I ſerv'd, and ſhould: be glad to 
his * ſpeak to him, for 1 love to ſee old Ac- 
th- « quaintance. He: will come to Dinner 
/ with us preſently, anſwer'd the other, 
my and then you may talk to him,” Aſter 
1ad the Maſters had din'd, the Servants came. 
his cut, and I could not but ſmile, to obſerve 
hu- how much Lewis was amaz'd to ſee me, 
art and to hear them call me Zelima; not that 
uld he did not know me, but admiring to 


ſhe what a vile Condition Love had reduc'd 
am me. When they had din'd, I took Lei- 
ed, A aſide, and ſaid, What Fate has brought 
vho vou hither? The ſame that brings you, 


'd, of © Madam, anſwer'd he; Love, and meetz 

10n ing with a bad Return, and the Hopes 

ro- of finding and revenging you, as ſoon as 

lan. an Opportunity offers. Take no No- 

re- © tice; ſaid I, but call me Zelima; for it is 
( 


no Time as yet. to talk of any Revenge, 
but what Love takes on me. I have 
own'd I knew you in a Houſe where 1 

TO and do not you Non your Maſter 
| C0. that 
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[36] 
that you know, or have ſpoken to me, 
for I truſt in you more than in him. 
"You may fafely, reply*d Leuis; for if 
he lov'd and honour'd you as I do, you 
would not be in the Condition you are, 
or the Cauſe of all the Diſaſters that 
have happen'd. I believe you, ſaid I; 
but tell me what brought you hither? 1 
came, anſwer'd he, to ſeek you, and to 
kill him that is the Occaſion of your 
doing as you have done, for that is my 
Deſign in ſerving him. Do not think 
of that, reply'd I, for it will ruin me 
for ever; for tho Don Manuel is. falſe 
and baſe, yet my Life depends on his, 
becauſe I propoſe to. recover my loſt 
Honour, and his Death will put a Peri- 
od to my Life; for ſhould you kill him, 


I would not ſurvive. Next I enquir'd 


of him about my Mother and Family, 


and he told me, ſhe was returning to 


Murcia with my Father's Body ; that ſhe 


was ſomething comforted, believing I was 


gone with Don Manuel, and that he was 
my Huſband ; adding, that, for his own 


Part; he knew Don Manuel fled from:me, 


and therefore came after, reſolving, if he 
did not do me Right, as became a Gentle- 


man, to kill him, whatſoever became of 
himſelf; thanking me for the Confidence 
n b | I re- 
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L repoſed in him. With this I took 
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Leave, fearing any Notice ſhould be taken 


of us, bidding him, if he wanted for 
any Thing, to let me know it, for I had 
= ſtill Money. 
the preſent, and, to ſay the Truth, never 
liked him ſo well as at that Time, per- 
ceiving ſuch a generous Diſpoſition in him, 
and being pleaſed that I had ſome Body 
to ſtand by me. 


I gave him a Piſtole for 


r 


Some Days paſſed before the Galleys 


| 1 arrived; during which Time, my Mi- 
ſtreſs being abroad with her Maids, and I 
2 left alone at home, Don Manuel, who had a 
Mind to be fatisfied of what he miſtruſted, 
came to look for my Maſter, or rather 
for me; and finding me, with a great 


deal of Indifferency, ſaid, What is the 
Meaning of this Diſguiſe, Donna Ja- 
© bel? How can a Woman of your 
Quality, who. had Thoughts of being 
my Wife, ſtoop to ſuch a mean Action; 
which is ſuch, that if ever I had any 
© Thoughts of being your Huſband, I 
have now quite laid them aſide, you 
© are are ſo far diſgraced in my Opinion, 
and in the Sight of all the World? 
Perfidious vile Man, faid I, you ought . 


to bluſh at my Name, fince you are 


the Cauſe of that Meanneſs you unbraid 
951 | 6 me 


11 
me with; nor is this all, your Villa- 
< nies are the Occaſion of my noble Fa- 
© ther's Death, whom Heaven has taken 
© away, that it may itſelf avenge my 
Wrongs, without giving him the Trou- 
ble. Iam Zelima, and not Donna [/abel; a 
* Slave, and nota Lady; and a Moor, ſince 
I harbour in my Breaſt ſuch an Infidel 
as you; for he who breaks his Promiſe 
< 2 to God of being my Huſband, 

is neither a Chriſtian or a Genleman, 
$ 8 an infamous Villain. Lou have 
branded not only my Face, but my Re- 
putation. Do as you will, for if you 
© want the Will to make me your Wife, 
* there is a God in Heaven, and a King 
on Earth, to do me Right; and ſhould 
they fail, till there are Ponyards and 
« Daggers, and.I have Hands and Heart 
enough to kill you, that Ladies may 
learn of me to chaſtiſe perfidious vile 
Men. Be gone out of my Sight, leſt 
I perform what I have ſaid.” | 
He perceived I was in ſuch a paſſion, 
that fearing I might commit ſome Ex. 
travagancy, or elſe thinking he had not 
wrong'd me enough, and reſolving to pro- 
ceed, he began to appeaſe me with abun- 
dance of fair Words and Promiſes, which 
at * I would not * _ to. At laſt 
he 


1 
„ 
18 


[39] 


i 1 he prevailed, 750 Love overcame, and L 
Fa- Theta, ſo. that we were reconcil'd ; I 
ken gave bim an Account of all that had be- 


my fallen me *cill then, and he deſired I would 


rou- continue as I was *till we were in Sicily; 
J; a A where he would find Means to ſet all 
ince right. Thus we parted; I was well 
ide! pleaſed, and thought this a good- Be- 
niſe ginning, though I could not much rely 
nd, vpon him. 


an, 3 The Galleys came, we embarked, and 
ave 2 Don Manuel aboard the ſame Galley I 
Re. [ was in, with my Maſter and Miſtreſs, to 
„ou my great Satisfaction, and no leſs Trou- 
ife, 3} | ble to Lewis, who was grieved, - becauſe 
ing be could hope for no Favour from me 
11d which farther convinced me, that he was 
nd Don Philip, though I would not take No- 
art tice of it, for fear of making him too 
ay bold. We arriv'd in Sicily, and were all 
ile lodged in the Palace, where ſome Months 
eſt paſſed, before I would preſs Don Ma- 

nul, who began then to kill me with 
n; | Indifference and Slights; inſomuch, that 
x- he would fcarce look upon me, for he 


ot was fallen into other Womens Company, 
Y and in ſhort did not love me; ſo that I 
n- was continually in Tears, and could not 
ch conceal them from Leoniſa, my Miſtreſs's 


Woman, with whom I ſaid I had con- 
5 tracted 


i [40] 
tracted ſuch Friendſhip ; who being told, 
under a Promiſe of Secrecy, all my Miſ- * 
fortunes was beſide herſelf with Aſtoniſh- 
ment. . | _ 
My Miſtreſs loved me fo well, that I 
could ſcarce aſk any Thing of her, but 
ſhe granted; and therefore, that I might 
have the Opportunity of talking to Don 
Manuel, without any Let, I aſked Leave 
of her to go one Evening to eat a Col- 
lation with Leoniſa upon the Strand. It 
was granted, and I deſired Lewis to tell 
his Maſter, that ſome Ladies expected 
him there, but not to ſay I was one of 
them, for fear he ſhould not go. We 
went and hired a Boat to carry us over 
to a ſmall Iſland, three or four Miles di- 
ſtant. Fa 
Don Manuel and Lewis came, the for- 
mer diſſembling his Diſpleaſure, when 
he knew me, and applauding the Trick 
I had put upon him, We went out upon 
the Iſland, leaving the Watermen in the 
Boat, to carry us off again, when it was 
Time. Being ſeated under the ſhady Trees, 
and diſcourſing about the Cauſe that 
brought us thither, I complaining, and 
Don Manuel giving deceitful Excufes, we 
were on a fudden ſet upon and ſeized, 
before Don Manuel and Lewis could make 
n 5 any 


* 


© 464 


old. qo Defence, or we run away, by a Num- 
Mit. ber of Moors, who had lain concealed in 
iſh- a ſmall Galliot in a Creek hard by, 
7 where they were watching for ſome Prize. 
Ir carried us aboard their Veſſel, and 
but 43 immediately put to Sea; ſo that 1 was 
now not only a Slave to my Lover, but 


= | to the Moors, tho* it was ſome Comfort 
ave to me, to ſee him with me.“ The Water- 
ol. men of our Boat, ſeeing what had hap- 


pened, fled back, with all poſſible Speed, 
tel] to carry the News. 

ted Ihe Captain of the Pyrates, who ff poke 
| good Spaniſh, ſeeing my Face branded, 
Ne © aſked, Who I was? I anſwered, I was a 
I Mabometan, and my Name kms. and 
di. had been taken fix Years before; that I 
was born at Fez, and that Gentleman my 
7 Maſter's Son, and the other his Servant, 


Or- oP : — . 
en and the Maiden a Servant in our Family; 


ck © defiring him to uſe them well, for their 
Parents would redeem them, as ſoon as 
he they knew the Price; which I ſaid, re- 
2 lying on the Jewels and Gold 1 had a- 


48 ; iN 
s, | bout me, ſpeaking aloud, that they might 
5+ hear me and ſay the ſame. The Cap- 


tain was pleaſed with his Prize, and for 


d 
e q having delivered me, whom he took for 
5 I 1 . . and 2 y treated us 
ce very well. 

4 When 
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[43] 


When we came to Algier, he delivered 


us to a beautiful young Daughter he had, 


called Zaida, who was well pleaſed with 


me, for being a Moor; but much better 
with Don Manuel, for ſhe fell in Love 
with kim. She dreſſed me as you ſee, 
and would have had Means uſed to take 
out the Brand on my Face; which I 
refuſed, ſaying, I had put it on for my 
own Pleaſure, and would not part with 
it. Zaida was very fond of me, both be- 
cauſe I endeavoured to oblige her in all 


Things, and hoping I might induce Don 


Manuel to love her. I did what I pleaſed 
in the Houſe, as if it had been my own; 
and for my Sake Don Manuel, Lewis, 
and Lange were well uſed, and went 
where they would, I having bid Don 
Manuel agtee for their Ranſom, and 1 
would furniſh him with the Value; 


which he ſeemed to be thankful for, but 


only knew not how I ſhould get away, 
no Ranſom being to be taken for me, 


as ſuppoſing me to be a Mabometan; 


however, we expected, *till the Fryars that 
go over every Year to redeem Captives 
came. In the mean while Zaida acquaint- 
ed me with her Paſſion, deſiring me to 


ſpeak to Don Manuel, and to let him 


know, that, if he would turn Mabometan, 
ſhe 


Z ſhe would marry him, and make him 
* Maſter of her Father's great Wealth. 
This was a new Torment to me, and 

. # almoſt reduced me to Deſpair. She gave 
me Opportunity to talk to him at Lei- 

ſure. For a long Time I ſaid nothing to 
7 him of the Moor's Affection, for Fear 
of his inconſtant Temper, returning her 
Anſwers of my own framing ; till at laſt, 
27 Jealouſy prevailing, (for by his Looks 
I perceived he loved the Moor) I ac- 
quainted him with Zaida's Love. Aﬀes 
reproving me for my Jealouſy, he ſaid, 
he thought it beſt to hold her in Hand; 
and therefore I might tell her, that he 
 =# would not forſake his Religion, tho? it 
coſt him his Life; but if ſhe would go 
away with him to a. Chriſtian Country, 
and become a Chyiſtian herſelf, he would 

_*Z promiſe to marry her; bidding me. to 
2 adviſe, and encourage her to it by all 

. 3 poſſible. Means; and if once he got 
away, he would do me Right. | 

'* To be ſhort, Zaida conſented, e 
7 cially when I told her I would go too, 
and ſo it was agreed we ſhould make our 
2 Eſcape two Months after, when her Fa- 
ther went to a Country- Houſe he had. 

It ſeems. Heaven was diſpoſing Affairs 
to bring about my Revenge; tor w 


ſpe- 


hen 
the 


© * Haw 

the Moor was gone, Zaida counterfeited 
a Letter from her Father, to call her to 
his Country-Houſe, becauſe he was ſick, 

that the King might give her Leave to go: 
Having obtained it, ſhe fitted a good 
Galliot, filled with Chriſtian Slaves to 
row, giving them Notice very privately 
of the Deſign. To this Galliot ſhe con- 
veyed all her Jewels, Money, and every 
Thing that was precious, and might be 
carried off without being much obferv d. 
She took along with her me, Leoniſa, and 
two other Chriſtian Slaves, but never a 
Moor; as alſo Don Manuel, and Lewis; 
and thus we made away for Cartagena or 
Alicant, which of the two we could reach. 
Here my Pains and Sorrows were redou - 
bled ; for there being nothing to obſtruct, 
and Zaida fully perſuaded that Don Ma- 
nuel would marry her, ſhe refufed him no 
Favour. Sometimes I ſaw Don Manuel 
take her'by the Hands, and other whiles 
ſhe claſped her Arms about his Neck, 
and Rille him; for the falſe Wretch 


loved her, and ſought all Opportunities of 
enjoying, but that I always diſturbed their 
proceeding ſo far. I was ſenſible my 
Wacchfulneſs was not pleaſing to them, 
but they were fain to bear with it; and if 
eie Þ happened to give the Infidel 
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to their homes. | 
for Saragoza, with little Satisfaction to 


n 


145 J 
a Check, he preſently ſtopt my Mouth, 
ſay ing, he could not then help it; that 


he had run thro' Dangers enough for my 
Folly and Madneſs that I muſt have Pa. 
tience ' till we come to Sarageza, and all 


would be well. 5 1 

To conclude, we arrived ſafe at Carta- 
gena, landed and diſcharged the Chriſtian 
Captives, giving them wherewithal to go 
We ſet out from thence 


Zaida, who, as ſoon as ſhe came aſhore, 
would willingly have been baptized and 
married, ſhe was ſo much in Love with 
her imagin'd Huſband, but I obſtructed it. 
Coming to Saragoza, ſix Years after we 
left it, Don Manuel found his Mother was 


dead, and his Siſter Euphraſia a Widow, 
having been married to the Couſin ſhe 


expected from the Weſt- Indies, who was 
killed in the Wars, leaving her a Son. 
Donna Eupbraſia received us with abun- 
dance of Joy and Aſtoniſnment at our 
Adventures, which we told her during 
three Days we took to reſt us after our 
Fatigues, ſhe being much amazed at the 


Brand of my Face, which I had not yet 


taken off, becauſe of Zaida ; but I told 


her it was counterfeit, and that I only 
continued it *till my Affairs were brought 


be 
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a happy Iſſue. Zaida was ſo impatient to 
be baptized and married, that it obliged 
me one Evening to ſend for Don Ma- 
nuel, and in the Preſence of his Siſter, 
Zaida, all the Family, and Lewis, (who 
was then very watchful) ſaid to him, 
Since it has pleaſed Heaven, Don Ma- 
nul, to put an End to our many Trou- 
bles, bringing you home ſafe to your 
Houſe, and as it has been the Will 
of God, that I ſhould bear you Com- 
pany in them all; that being ſenſible 
of my Conſtancy and Love, you may 
requite them. It is now Time to give 
over all Diſſimulation and Diſguiſe, 
and to let. Zaida and al] the World 
know, that only your Perſon can be a. 
ſufficient Recompence for what you 
owe me; and that you alone can take 
off the Brand that is on my Face, when 
you have removed the Stain that lies 
upon my Honour. It is not fit that 
my Satisfaction and Happineſs be any 
longer delay'd, that thoſe who have 
been acquainted with my Shame and 
Diſaſters, may be Witneſſes of my 
Reſtoration and good Fortune. You 
have often [promiſed you would be 
mine; and it is not reaſonable I ſhould 
continue uneaſy, when another thinks 
| you 
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you her own. You know my Quality 


5 is conſiderable ; I have a good Eſtate 
1 my Beauty the ſame you courted and 
q and figh'd after; my Love is well 
T5 known to you; what I have done for 
1 4 your Sake, is even to Madneſs; you 
n; are rather a Gainer than a Loſer, in 
4 every Reſpect ; and as hitherto I have. 
4 been your Slave, under a counterfeit 
* Brand, for the future, I will be ſo in 
il all Reality. Do you now declare how 
* you will have Things ordered, that my 
le Deſires may have the deſerv'd Succeſs. 
4 Do not keep me any longer in Pain, 
5 ſince (in Juſtice) I deſerve the Reward 
$ of the Sufferings I have gone thro” for 


vour Sake. | 

The Villain would not permit me to 
proceed, for ſmiling in a ſcornful Man- 

ner, he anſwer'd, Why ſhould you 


n fancy, Donna Jſabel, that I am not ſen- 
5 ſible of all you have ſaid? I muſt tell 


you, I am ſo to ſuch a Degree, that thoſe 


5 


— 


ny very Things you think to gain me by, 
VE have ſo far offended me, that if ever I 
had any Kindneſs for you, it is now ſo 
ny far gone, as not to bear even the Me- 
F< mory of it, I am no Stranger to your 


1 q * Quality, or your Kindneſs ; but where 
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nothing. Lou might be ſatisfied, ſiace 


-I fled from you out of this City, that 
I would not have you for my Wife; 
and if I was ſo averſe to it then, hoW 


much more do you think I ſhould be 


ſo now, when you have followed me 


like a mean Woman, through ſo many 
vile and baſe Employments? You might 


have known as much as I now tell you, 
long ago; and as for the Promiſe you 
ſay I made you, we Men give the ſame 
at any Time, to compaſs our Deſigns ; 
and Women might be acquainted-with 


with them, and have taken warning 
long ſince. In ſhort, I look upon that 
as no Obligation; for if ever I made 
ſuch Promiſe, it was done without any 
Deſign of fulfilling it, and only to ap- 


peaſe your Anger. I have never de- 
ceiv'd you, for you might very well 


be ſenſible, that the Delays I always 


ſought, were not for want of Oppor- 


tunity, but becauſe I never deſigned 
any ſuch Thing. It is you that have 


deceived yourſelf, by running after, and 
never ſuffering me to reſt in any Place. 


And to the End you may give over 
following and diſturbing me, and go 
home to your Mother, to get you a 


Huſband that is not ſo nice as I, 
| 6 (for 


a 
* en 
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(for I can never truſt a Woman that 


has ſo many Wiles and Diſguiſes). I 


* muſt tell you, that Zaida is beautiful, 


rich, and loves me, and I her,. and 
therefore I here give her my Hand to 
be her Huſband, as ſoon as all Things 


can be provided for baptizing of her; 
F< thar ſo you may ceaſe being a Plague 
to me, and I enduring of it.? | 


You may imagine what a Rage I was 


in at cheſe Words of the falſe Don Manu- 
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el; but being about to return an Anſwer, 
Lewis, who, as ſoon as Don Manuel be- 


gun to ſpeak, had made up cloſe by him, 
drew his Sword, and ſaid, Baſe and un- 
3< worthy Man, is that the Return you 
make for the Obligation you owe an 
Angel!“ Then perceiving that Don Ma- 
nuel ſtarted up, and laid his Hand to his 
Sword, he made ſuch a Paſs at him, that 
he run him quite through the Body, ſo 
that he dropt down dead, without ſpeak- 
ing one Word. This done, Lewis ſtept 
to the Door, ſaying, Nov, beautiful 
Donna Jabel, Don Philip has revenged 


A 


the Wrongs done you by Don Manuel; 
farewel, for if I eſcape this Danger, I 
will find you out.“ And ſo ſaying, in 


Ja Moment got into the Street. It is need- 


leſs to mention what a Confuſion there 


9 D was 


5 


was, upon ſuch an Accident; ſome of the 
Majds ran to the Windows crying out, 
others went to aſſiſt Euphraſia, who had | 
fainted away, ſo that no Body regarded 


Zaida, who having always had Spaniſh 
Slaves, underſtood the Language very 


well, She knowing all that was ſaid, and | 


ſeeing Don Manuel dead, threw herſelf 


upon his Body ; and being diſtracted wic 


Grief for the Loſs of him, drew his Dag- 


prevent her, ſtuck it to her Heart, and 


expired upon him. I being now more 
accuſtomed to Misfortunes, (tho' troubled 


at this Piſaſter) yet pleaſed that I had my | 
Revenge, left them all in that Diſorder ; | 
and, before the Neighbours could come 


in, went to my Chamber, and taking up 


all Zaida's Jewels I had in my Cuſtody, | 


flipped away ; one Thing, to prevent be- 
ing ſecured, and diſcovering who Don 
Philip was; and another, to endeavour to 


find him, that we might both eſcape to- 


_ gether z but I could not hear of him, 
Though I had been ſo long from Sara- 
goza, I went directly to Ofavie's Houſe, 
who received me with more Aſtoniſhment 
than-at the firſt Time I went to him; 
and having told him my Fortunes, reſted 
there that Night, I know not whether 
5 bs merry 
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mer ry orſad; for „on the one Hand, Don | 
= ManuePs miſerable End grieved me, as 
having not yet had Leiſure to hate him; 


and on the other Side, I was ſo incenſed 
at his Baſeneſs to me, looking on him as 


| Zaida's, and not mine, that it comforted 


me; however, I could not but be concern- 
ed for Don Philip's Danger, becauſe he 
had fo far.expoſed himfelt to retrieve my 
loſt Reputation. Theſe Things filled me 
full of Anguifn. The next Day, Oa- 
vis went abroad to learn how Affairs 
ſtood, and was informed, that Don Ma- 
nuel had been buried like a Chriſtian, and 
Zaida like a defperate Infidel; and that 
there was a Proclamation out againſt 
Don Philip and me, threatening any with 
ſevere Puniſhment that ſhould conceal us. 
This obliged me to lie cloſe for a Fort- 
night, till the Search was over; which 
Time being expired, I prevailed with 


 Ofavio to go with me to Valencia, where 


in more Safety I would acquaint him 
with my Reſolution. O#Zavio was always 
a Gainer by my Diſaſters, and therefore 
he readily conſented ; ſo that we came 


fafe to Valencia, where we continued three 


or four Days, before I could conclude 
how to diſpoſe of myſelf, Sometimes 1 
reſolved to go into a Monaftery, *till 1 

D 2 could 


7 could hear News of Down > pal, to whom < 1 


as I began, that is, to be a branded Slave; 4 
and accordingly, packing up. my Jewels 


| ſign ; but perceiving all he could ſay, was 
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again, I decreed to go to . to my 
Mother, and was checked, by thinking 
how I could preſume to appear before 
her, having been the Occaſion of my 
Father's Death, and of all her Sorrows. 1 
At length, I reſolved to continue for ever 


ſo as I might continually carry them a- 
bout me, and making a Bundle of this 
Suit, that it might look like a poor Slave's 
Apparel, I requited OZavio for his Pains, '# 
and bid. him carry me out into the Mar- 
ker, and there ſell me to any Body, with- 
out regarding the Price. He uſed all his 
Endeavours to diſſwade me from this De- 
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in vain, he did as I directed; and one of 
the firſt that came to bid for me, was 
my preſent Lady's Uncle, who taking a 
Liking, gave an hundred Ducats + . 1 
which I beſtowed on Octavio, who left me 
with Tears in his Eyes, ſeeing me loſt to 3 
all Hopes of ne ſince I ſtill con- i 
trived | 


* 


1 53 ] | 
trived my.own Trouble; My Maſter car- 
ried me Home, and delivered me to his 
Lady, who was not well pleaſed with me, 
becauſe ſhe knew her Huſband to be wan- 
tonly given, and feared I might prove as 
bad as others. However, in a few Days, 
perceiving how modeſtly and gravely I 
behaved myſelf, ſhe took a Kindneſs to 
me, eſpecially after I informed her that 
my Maſter made Love to me, deſiring ſhe 
would find ſome Way to prevent it for 
the future. She could think of none 10 
ſafe, as removing me out of his Way, 
and accordingly ſent. me to Madrid, to 


wait upon this Lady; whither I came 


with much Satisfaction, being informed of 


her excellent Temper, who may well cre= 
dit me in this Particular, ſince, to ſatisfy 


her Curioſity, I have given this full Rela- 
tion of all my Life, as ſhe has often de- 


fired, ſeeing me ſhed Tears, and wonder- 


ing at the Cauſe of it, which is the ſame I 
Story... trink 
23 Now, Gentlemen, continued the beau: 
tiful Donna Jabel, ſince my Wrongs may 


ha ve now expoſed in my long and diſmal 


ſerve as a Warning to all Ladies, it is 


but Reaſon that I do not ſuffer myſelf to 
be any longer deluded, but hoping ta 
live*cill Fortune becomes more fayourable: 
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to me; for now Don Manuel cannot re- 
turn to Life, or if he could, would 1 
truſt him, or any other Man; for I look 
upon them all as falſe and deceitful to- 


wards the Women; and what I moſt 
- admire at, is, that neither the Men of 


Birth, nor the Wiſe, nor the Grave, nor 
the better Sort, treat them any better than 


the meaneft and moſt deſpicable Clowns; 


being wholly bent upon railing at, un- 
dervaluing, and deceiving them; believing 
this is no leſſening to themſelves, whereas 
in Reality, it is the greateſt that can be; 


for the weaker the Women are, the more 


they ought to be ſupported and defended 
by the Men, I do not deny, but there 


are abundance of Women, whoſe V ices 


and Miſcarriages have given Men- fuffi- 
cient Occafion to under value them as they 
do, yet they ought not to treat all Wo- 
men alike; for as there are abundance 


bad, ſo there are very many virtuous,. 


and "conſequently, that deferve pralle and 


Honour, I am ſatisfied there are ſome 


Men ſo perverſe, that they will aſk, where 


the good and virtuous Women are? ſince 
there is much Scandal at preſent to be 


found even among the higheſt Rank. I 
anſwer, that ſuch Ladies are rather Mon- 


ſters, than Women; and I am apt to 
believe 
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believe they are much fewer than is 
generally ſuppoſed, becauſe many infa- 
mous Wretches uſe the Names of great 
Perſons, where they are not known, and 


impoſing upon ambitious and conceited 


Men, bring that Scandal upon the moſt 
unſpotted Reputations. But be it as it 
will, they ought ſtill to diſtinguiſh, to 
pick the Ore from the Droſs, and to ſe- 
parate the Gold from the Lead, and not, 
upon the firſt Hint or Surmiſe, to con- 
clude the Ladies guilty of any Falling 5 
whereas now the better Sort, and greateſt 
Quality, grow as looſe in this Particular, 
as the vileſt Rabble. Do you think this 
is becoming in the Mouths of Gentlemen, 

> whoſe Duty is to defend and protect the 
female Sex? But now Gentility is a mere 

empty Name, only to raiſe human Va- 
nity, and to make Men more proud and 
vicious, What is the Reaſon, do you 
think, that there is ſo little Courage a- 
mong the Men, that they are gallanting 
it at Home, when their King is in the 
Field? It is the little Value they put upon 
the Women ; for if you regarded them as 
formerly Men did, you would all of you 
expoſe your Lives, rather than hazard 
their falling into the Hands of your Ene- 
mies. But I have faid too much, ſince I 
| | - have 


RE _ 
have nd more to do with the Men, and 
value not whether they are ſincere or falſe, 


being reſolved, with my Lady's Leave, 


to ſecure me a heavenly Spouſe, by retir- 
8 = * : : N 8 „ 7's 13 

ing into a Monaſtery, where I may end 
my Days in Peace, and provide for a fu- 
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ON Aloxſo de Caſtilla Souen- 
cLano, one of the moſt cele- 
i brated Wits of Spain, very 
azptly compares a Courtezan, 
or Public Lady of - Pleaſure, 
to. a Pole-Cat. This little Quadruped, 
or four-footed Animal, is, if we may be- 
lieve the Philoſophers, . ſays he, a Crea- 
ture naturally given to Theft, and never 
{ſtirs out but im the Night-time. She is 
ſomewhat bigger than a Ferret, extream- 
ly Nimble and Cunning : Her Prey is 
Hollow. bits, where=ever ſhe fixes her 
Rendezvous, no Wall is too high, nor any 
x ee Door 


<q 2 * 

| 0 8 enou ED. to prevent i coming 
at the Poultry: Her Agility is ſurprizing, 
ne leaps, flies, clings, hangs an end, and 
can ſcrew herſelf in, thro” the leaſt Hole 
| imaginable. 

Our Author has called the Heroine of 
1 this Work the Pole-Cat of Seville; becauſe 
me was born with the very ſame Inclina- 
I tions; endued with the ſame Cunning and 
| Nimbleneſs (of Fingers), not meanly ſtockt 
with Aſſurance and miſchievous Artifice ; 


. N 3 


— COIN 


hudable Genius. Were a. Purſe ever ſo 
Well hid, or a Treaſure ever ſo privately 
| concealed; it was impoſſible Ge it to 
eſcape the Maſter-keyk of her Plots and 
Contrivances. She had been bred up from 
| a Child in all Manner of Liberty; Fr her 
Parents, who ought to have corredted her 
Ill Habits, were themſelves addicted to all 
Sorts of Vice. 
Let this Deſcription of thoſe who ma 
reſemble our Pole. Cat, ſerve for an Sh 


- * 


TPU. cc 
— — — — 
wes v _ — —C— N — 


may dread the Puniſmment that attends it; ; 
and if he is careleſs of his' Honour, he 
may be put in mind of his Duty: For the 
Facts which I now FIG, are no Fictions, 

l = but 
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ple to the Reader; to the Intent that if 
be is eaſy to be cullied, he may look 
- fo himſelf; if he is inclined to Evil, he 


| 8 8 
= 


1 And deſcended from Parents of the ſame #| 


"7 


but what really have happened in one of the 


moſt conſiderable Cities in Spain: but tho 


they were not true, yet as the like do : 
& 4gaily come to paſs in the Age we now live 


in, I am perſwaded the Caution which 
' recommend will not be uſeleſs to thoſe 


| ho ſhall put it in practice. 


Signor Trapaſſa, out Heroine's Father, 
ad been condemned to the Gallies for 
-->nouring himſelf with the Order of 

Knight of Chriſt, without having 


performed the necefſacy Probations, on 


which his Majeſty confers it; which he did, 
that he might have a better opportunity 
of playing bis Pranks in the Train of the 
Court, where he paſt for a Knight, and of 
exerciſing under that Cloak thoſe clean 
Legerdemaineries, wherein the moſt Expert 


| night have been his Scholars, A Wo- 
| an with whom he kept Company, en- 
raged againſt him for a certain Jealouſy 

e had entertained, and what ſhe found 


to be. well-gronnded, accuſed him of this 


S Forgery, which was the Cauſe of his 


being promoted by the King to the wor- 
thy Office of Oar-tugger on Board his Ma- 
jeſty's Gallies. There he ſpent all the 
time allotted by his Sentence, and ſome- 


thing more. He was ordered on Board 


the Squadron which is called the Spaniſh, 
B 2 and 
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this good turn) was informed, that he was 


(4) | 
and condudted from Toledo to Port Saint 
Mary's, with all his Companions. He 
Was bloodily vexed at having failed in 
-a Deſign he had formed of making his e- 
ſcape by filing off his Shackles, and at 3 
finding that the diſcovery of that Attemp: i 4 
had encreaſed the ill Treatment he recei- 
ved. So ſoon as Eſtefania (this was the 
Name of the Miſtreſs that had done him 


gone to execute his new Employment, 4 
Though ſhe was of no very merciful Diſpo- 
ſition, ſhe began to repent of her having 
occaſioned his misfortune ; and concluded 
that ſhe could not make any better Repa- 1 
ration for the Injury ſhe had done him by i bl 
chaining him thus to the Oar, than 14 
voluntarily binding herſelf to him in the Þ 
Fetters of Matrimony, as ſoon as the time 4 
of his Condemnation (bould be expired; 
what engaged her ſtill more potently to q 
the Execution of this deſign, was, that ſhe |” 
already had a Daughter by him, who is 
the Perſon I deſcribe, and who is the ſub⸗ 
ject of this Book, In this Reſolution ſhe | 4 
left the Court, to go to Seville; hoping 
in that great and famous City, he might 
ſooner have News of the Man ſne had made Z 
ſo wretched, and whom now wiſhed to 


ke Releaſed. 
E . - 
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(33 
Eſtefania was very eaſy in her Circum⸗ 
ſtances: A Genoeze, whoſe Widow ſhe- 
was, had left her in a very plentiful Con- 
dition. The great Coſtlineſs of her Dreſs, - 
and the magnificent Furniture of her Houſe, 
gave her at Madrid the repute of being a 
Woman of Quality: But (he ſoon fell 


from the Fame ſhe had acquired, when 
People came to know the Hiſtory of her 


Lite, and that by an Exceſs of Jealouſy, - 


ſhe had thrown into the Gallics a raſcally 


Fellow, who had been her Gallant : Her 
{ beſt Friends were the firſt to rail at her, 


finding ſhe had been ſo Baſe-minded as to 


but the Gallows. 
| liged her to leave Madrid, and go to S- 
ville; but before ſhe went, ſhe made up 
into Bales all the moſt valuable of her 


love a Scoundret who deſerved nothing 


All theſe Reaſons ob- 


Effects to be carried with her; and ſold 


all the reſt that were unfit for Carriage, 
whereby {he raiſed a conſiderable Sum of 
Money. Having thus ſettled her Affairs, 
he took a place in the Coach, with two - 
Servant-maids, and arrived at that cele- 
brated Town, the Depoſitary of all the 
7 Riches of the Weſt: There ſhe ſettled her 


ſelf for the time which Trapaſſa was ob- 
liged to ſerve in the Gallies ; which be- 


B 3 


ing at laſt expired (for ſhe kept an exact 
. Account 


* 


Acconnt of it) ſhe heard that the Spa. 3 
iſh Gallies were arrived at Port Saint 
Aarys : Upon this ſhe went thither, not f 
in the ſame Pomp that ſhe had lived at 4 1 
Seville, but in a more modeſt Garb; con- 3 
cealing herſelf thus, that ſhe wight not : 
afrerwards be opbraided that ſhe was the "3 
Wife of a Gally-ſlave, or at leaſt that ſhe 9 
had taken the pains to go herſelf on pur⸗ 
poſe to fetch him out of his Confinement. 
She was immediately informed that her 
Spark was one of the Crew of the Admi- 
ral Gally, very Brisk and Jolly, employ'd | 
in the Office of Efpalier, a Preheminence | 
among the Slaves which exempts them 
from Rowing, which he had obtained of | 
the Admiral by his jovial Lemper; but 
though he had been ſo lucky as to pet 
that Office, he was fo uſed to the Gallies, 
that he would not much have troubled his 
Head about getting his Freedom. But 
Eſtefania's Arrival remedied all thoſe :! 
Matters. She ſet herhelf inſtantly to 
treat for his Liberty, applzing herſelf * 
to thoſe in whoſe Breaſt the thing lay, 
and working upon them even by Money, 
unknown to Trapaſſa, whom ſhe had not e 
yet ſeen; ſo that he was in a ſtrange ſur- | 
prize, when he was told that there were f 
certain Perſons, not only ſolliciting ir | ; 
| * 5 
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Diſcharge, but ſparing no Money to obs. 
© tain it; and it never came into his thoughts 
that his Eſtefania could have changed her” 
Cruelty into ſuch a ſweet obliging Tem- 


per. All things being concluded and a- 
greed upon for Trapaſſa's Liberty; he 
was unburthened of his Chain, and told 


that he might go where he pleaſed ; rho? 


he could not yet find out who had procu- 
red him this Happineſs, which was no 


3 


ro — — — — 7 228 N EIT * 

r Kc — Nn WTC E e FF 225 ene It CAFE: i” e A a EF 

OT OT Tc SY Z 8 P 1 12 * 8 n VVFPFPPV RI ng os IO 8 

> 15 e e LS Vn ne OE EE 1 LD DIA oa: . Fre re ef ; 
2 3 bi r — * — = j ER 4 4 ; $9 bx 


2 


& 4 
EY 
3 
* * 
8 
8 


ſmall one; for even when the Gally- ſlaves“ 
have compleated the time of their Con- 
demnation, there is always ſome Objecti- 
on ſtarted againſt their being diſcharged :: 
And many a Wretch who is condemned* 
but for four or five Years, ſerves ſix or 
ſeven.*. Trapaſſa was hugely amazed to ſee” 
himſelf in the prefence- of his Eſtefania, 
and to hear, that it was by her ſole Means: 
he had recovered his Freedom: She met 
him with open Arms; and he, not to ap- 
pear ungrateful, repay'd with the ſame 
Careſſes ſo obliging a Reception; and the 
7 Kindneſs ſhe had now done him, utterly 
7 effaced his Reſentment of the Hardſhips- 
ſhe had made him undergo. He was un- 
4 caſy at ſeeing her in an Equipage ſo diffe- 
rent from that wherein he had left her at 
AMadrid; for he was Ignorant, that it was 
out of Cunning. ſhe had diſguiſed herſelf 
B. 4-- in⸗ 


1 J ) 
in that manner; neither coul d ſhe at that 
time inform him, becauſe of the Preſence of 
thoſe who had brought him, and whom ſhe 
was obliged to treat at Dinner upon that 
Occaſion. After having made them as wel- 
coms as ſhe was able; every one retired 
Home, and Trapaſſa remained in the Inn with 
bis Miſtreſs: Seeing themſelves alone, they 
renewed their Careſſes, and gave mut val 
Teſtimonies of the pleaſure they took 
to ſee one another again after ſo long an 
Abſence. Trapaſſa returned her Thanks 
with all imaginable Signs of Acknowledg- 
ment, for her Trouble and, Goodneſs in 
deliveringhim from the cruel Torments he 
had endured; while Eſtefania, on the other 
Hand, beg'd "his Pardon for her having 


deen the cauſe of them all; ; adding, that 


ſhe thought ſhe could not other wile re- 
pair what ſne had done, than by marrying 
him, if he was ſo minded, ſince ſhe. had 
already. a Daughter by him, and Wealth 
enough to make them both eaſy. Heave 


you to imagine how Trapaſſa reliſhed this 


Propoſal ; to whom the leaſt good For- 
rune had ſeemed extraordinary, at his e- 
ſcaping from ſo uneaſy a condition. He 
returned freſh Embraces for the happy 
News ſhe brought him, and heartily ac- 


Fu him, 


cepted. of the ad yantageous Offers ſhe made 
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(9) | 
him, deſiring her to give him ſome Tydings 

of his Daughter, whom he was impatient 

to ſee. Eſtefania, over-joy'd co find him 
ſo well diſpoſed, made him a preſent of 
a very handſome Suit of Cloaths which ſhe 
had prepared for him; and the very next 
Morning they ſet out for Seville, where 
Trapaſſa, charmed with his Daughter, Who 
was then about five Years old, did once in 
his Life a Chriſtian-like Action, in marry- 


ing Eſtefania in the Face of the Church, 


They changed their Lodgings, and went 
into another part of the Town, reſolved 
to live quite different from what they 
had hitherto done. And as Eſtefania ima- 


gined that what Trapaſſa had ſuffered in 


the Gallies, had made him wiſer, and that 
the Grey-hairs he had brought out of 
them would put a ſtop to the Continuati- 
on of his Debauches, ſhe endeavoured to 
procure him ſome handſome Employment 
at Seville, as well to keep him out of [dle- 
neſs, as becauſe it was juſt he ſhould con- 
tribute ſomewhat to the charge of their 
Maintenance: Bot an evil Diſpoſition, as - 


was that of Trapaſſa, is with great Dif- 


ficulty correQed ; and if. he had now 
for a little while, behaved himſelf with 


ſome reſerve, it was owing tothe Advice, 


and to the Reprimands wh ch his Wife 
| BY Was 


; AAS) 
was continually giving him: So that by 
his Negligence he remained without any 
other Employment, than that of going 
every Day to the Gaming-hovfes, to the 


Plays, and to all the other places where 


your Idlers and Loundgers are uſed to re- 
fort to eaſe themſelves of the Burthen of 
their time: This gave ſome Uneaſineſs to 
his Wife; but having nothing fo much at 


Heart as living peaceably, ſhe often made 


herſelf Blind to his ill Conduct and De- 
bauchery, and endeavoured to comfort and 
divert herſelf in the Company of her 
Daughter, who was now about eight Years 
of Age, and who already exceeded in 
Beauty all the Girls in the Town. Idle- 
neſs, which is the Root of all Evil, ſpur- 
red on Trapaſſa to his old Trade of Game- 
ing (a Sea where ſo much Riches and ſo 
many Eſtates are daily Shipwracked) he 
began with playing for a little (by way 
of Diverſion) but afterwards venturing 
more and more, he played away every 
thing he could lay Hands on. His Wife 
toon miſſed ſeveral of her things, and did 
not doubt but her Husband was the Thief: 
But all ſhe could do to help herſelf, was 
to weep and complain of her hard For- 
tune, though ſhe blamed none but herſelf 
zor the Occaſion. of it. 7 e 
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her thus afflicted, promiſed her he would” 
amend : But his Itch for Gamin growing 
worſe and worſe; he made a ſhift, in four 
Years time, to ſell and pawn every thing 
of valve that he could find in the Houſe; .. 
but being at laſt reduced to the vtmoſt 
Neceſſity, he did nothing but rack his 
Imagination for ſome Contrivance to ſup- 
ly his Extravagancies : He could have 
wiſhed in his Heart, that his Wife, who - 
was {till an agreeable Woman, would de- 
ſcend to ſome Actions unworthy of her 
new Reputation; but ſhe was grown ſo 
very good, and ſo changed from what ſne 
was before, that he durſt not mention any 
ſuch thing to her ; the poor Woman was 
ſo much afflicted at her Husband's wretched - 
ConduQ, that ſhe grew careleſs of every 
thing : 'She even became leſs ſollicitous - 
about the Education of her Daughter, Who 
had attained the Age of twelve Years; 
and who during theſe Diſorders lived in all 
manner of Licentiouſneſs, to which ſne 
was naturally inclined : . ſhewing herfelf e- 
very Day at the Window. with no ſmall » 
Aﬀedation, 
The Regret and Uneaſi dels that it gave 
to poor Eſte fania to ſee herſelf reduced 
to Poverty, joined to the diſcontent ſne 


received from her — quickly * 
er 
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_ > (12) 
der into a Diſtemper, of which ſhe died a 
Fesear after wards, with a perfect Repen- 
; tance of her paſt Faults; calling up all 
her Strength in this Extremity, to die as 
good a Death, as her Husband had made 
her live an ill Life: She was Buried very 
ordinary, Trapaſſa not having it in his pow- 
er to do as he could have wiſhed. He 
| was very much grieved at her Death; 
| and began too late to ſee the great Fault 
| ke had committed in having continued his 
Debavchery, and that if he had followed 
his Wife's. good advice, he might have 
lived honourably all the reſt of his Days 
vpon what he had. The only comfort 
that was left him, and the hope where- 
on he built all his Happineſs, was the 
Beauty of his Daughter, whom he thought 
ſofficiently charming to procure him a Son- 
in-Law that might keep him from want; 
not conſidering that the Virtue of the Age 
conſiſts in Riches alone, and that all the 
Accompliſhments and Graces in the World, 
are of no Force, if deſtitute of Wealth. 
The unhappy Trapaſſa, as miſerable as he 
had made himſelf, did not leave off fre- 
quenting the Gamiag-houſes, not indeed 
to play (for he had not wherewithal) but 
T80 receive what he had formerly given, 
 - amely,. the Barato, which is what the 

ö Spaniards | 


2 Ip a 8 


8 

Spaniards are uſed to beſtow on the Stand- 
ers- by, when they have had any conſide- 
rable Luck, and which is commonly the 
ſoreſt Income of thoſe that have ruined 

themſelves at Play. | : 
Trapaſſa's being ſo little at Home, gave 
his Daughter an opportunity of following 
her own bad Inclinations: She was conti- 


3 nually at the Window; which brought a 
c great many Gallants to walk about the 
1 Street: The Father, who was not igno- 
d rant of any thing that paſſed, though he 
e might eafily have prevented ir, ſuffered 
8 her to take her own way; thinking that 
K ſhe might get herſelf ſuch a Busband as 
S might ſupply his Wants, ſo high an Opi- 
2 nion he had of her Charms. This indeed 
8 was the honeſteſt Refuge he had to fly to. 
— He therefore left the young Rufina (which 
3 Was his Daughter's name) to her own diſ- 
e poſal ; wiſhing ſhe might win the Hearts 
e of thoſe that Gallanted her. Trapaſſa was 
» more lucky than he could imagine ; among 
p her Adorers, there was one very Rich, 
- who was ſmitten with Rufina's Beauty: 
- Rufina had taken the Title of Donna (which 
] belongs only to Women of Quality) be- 
t cauſe her Mother was called by it: And 


if it had not been fo, ſhe would have ta- 
keg it nevertheleſs; for *tis a thing that 
1 | - © = Org 
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coſts * little. This Courtier of hers was 


a Peru Agent, a Man of more Credit than 


real Wealth, but generally reputed to be 


very Rich: He was about fifty Years old, 


and tho? he heard that his Miſtreſs had not 
a Penny to her Fortune, and that he ſhopla 


be burthened with her Father who was a 


ruined Man; yet he continued to love her, 


and was reſolved to take her as (ſhe was: 


For when Love gets the better of an old 


Man, tis very bard to cure him. Lan- 


rence de Saravia (this was the Lover's 


Name) was fo wondrouſly Enamoured of 
Rufina's Beauty, that in eight Days the 


Marriage was concluded, and he ſaw him- 


ſelf in Poſſeſſion of what he wiſhed for. 
As he was a Man of Subſtance and Credit, 
he was very willing to maintain his Wife's 
Father; and ſo carried him Home to his 
Houſe, though he knew he was a great 
Gameſter. The firſt Days of the Nuptials 
were all ſpent in Merriment : He preſent- 
ed his Wife with fine Cloaths, Rings, and 
Jewels, but yet not above his Condition 3 


for being a Man in Vears, he did not love 
Profuſion; wh ch Temper of bis was not 


very agrecable to Rufina, who delighted. 


in nothing ſo much as in being richly 


Dreſſed, and who deſired every thing that 
was worn by Ladies of the higheſt Quali- 


ty 
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ty; which made her have no great Love 
for her Husband, who took a little after 
the Indians, and was conſequently covetous 
and careful to ſave what he had. Know- 
ing that his Father-in-Law was mad of 
Gaming and not worth a Groat, he would 
not truſt his Wife with any of the Money 


that he had in his Houſe, no not even with 


what was neceſſary for the Expence of 


Houſe- keeping; this ruined all Trapsf/a's . 


Expectations, which were, that by his 
Daughter's Marriage he might get where- 


wit hal to play, out of the Money that 
would be in her power; ſo bewitched he 


was to that unaccountable Paſſion. Rufina, 


who ſaw her Husband fully employed in 


his Affairs, took her time to go Abroad 
every Morning, vnder pretence of doing 
her Devotions, that. it might pleaſe God 
to bleſs them with Children : This was 


her excuſe to her Husband, but the true 


Cauſe was to ſhew herſelt in the Street, 
and in the Churches. The firſt that ſaw 


her and became Enamoured of her, was 


the Son of a Citizen of Seville, one of the 


moſt debavched young Fellows living; 
one, that in ſhort, was no leſs fo, than 


Trapaſſa had been: He was born of very 


honeſt Parents, but was a great Rogue for 
all that. His name was Roberto, he was of 


a very 
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(16) tdi 
very engaging Mein; and wrougbt ſo ir 
effectually upon Rufina, that ſhe placed all j; 
her AﬀeQion on him, hoping to have | 5 
great Preſents from pim, and ſo to be a- 
ble to ſatisfy the violent Inclination ſhe T xc 
had to Ipend high, and to go as brave as 
ſhe was bandſome; and which ſhe could ; 
not obtain of her Husband, who loved his , | 8 
Caſh too well to conſent to ſuch Extrava- # 
gancies. The firſt Requeſt ſhe made to. |} 
her love was of a Suit of Cloaths, like one 

16 
| 


that ſhe had ſeen upon the Back of one of 
her Neighbours, promiſing, that as ſoon 
as he had granted her this Favour, ſhe 
would refuſe him nothing that lay in her 
Power to do to gratify him. Roberto, 
who by his inſolent Boaſtings had made her 
believe there was no end of his Wealth, 
immediately aſſured her ſhe ſhould have 
what ſhe delired : Bot not having it in 
His Power to execute his promiſe, he be- 
thovght himſelf of this Trick to cheat her: 
Being acquainted with the Neighbour who 
was Owner of that handſome Suit -of 
Cloaths, he waited upon her, and beg'd 
her to lend ic him, pretending It was for 
a Play which was to be Acted in a Con- 
vent of Nuns. There was no refuſing him 
what he asked, and ſo at the end of three 
Days, in which he made Rufina _ 
they 
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they were making, he brought them to her 
in a green Cloth, while her Husband was 
in the City buſy'd about his Affairs. 
She thanked him for them with a very 
good Will; and ſince he was ſo punctual, 


that ſhe might not ſeem ungrateful, ſhe. 


granted him whatever he conld wiſh 
in return. He took his leave of Rufina, 


who meant to tell her Husband a_Kinſ- 


man had ſent her that Suit of Cloaths from 
Madrid, that he might have no Svſpicion- 
of what had happened : Roberto was now 


contriving how he ſhovld return thoſe 


Cloaths to the Perſon he had borrowed 
them of. Saravia bad never ſeen him, 
which made him undertake the Stratagem 
which I am going to relate, He let paſs 
three or four Days,. during which he told 
the Lady the Feſtival continued ; and af- 


terwards diſguiſing himſelf. in a Footman's 


Livery, he went himſelf about Dinner 
time to Saravia's Houſe, ſaying he was 
Servant to the Lady who owned the Suit 
of Cloaths : Saravia -ordered he ſhould 


come up, and when he was before him, he: 
| faid, that his Miſtreſs ſent him to fetch 


the Svit of Cloatbs ſhe had lent to Madam 
Rufina, to take a Pattern from them: Sa- 
ravia turning towards his Wife, what Suit 
of Cloaths, ſays he to her, does the 8 
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low mean? She, who ſoon knew him to be 
Roberto, ſaid to him, Friend, come again 
to morrow Morning and you "ſhall have it. 
To which Roberto replied, my Miſtreſs or- 
dered me not to return without it; be- 
cauſe this Evening ſhe is to be Godmother 
at a Chriſtening, and ſhe cannot do with- 


out it: How do I know, anſwered R- 
fina, if you are really that Lady s Servant, 
ene I may truſt you with the 


Cloaths ? The cunning Rogue, who plain- 
ly ſaw which Foot the Jade limpt of, and 


that ſhe had no mind to reſtore the Suit 


of Cloaths; they are of ſuch a Colour, 


ſays he; ſo and fo trim'd; giving all the 
Marks of the Suit; and ſhe ſent it you, 
ſays he further, in a green Italian Cloth, 


which is done round with a filk Fringe. 


Saravia, hearing him deſcribe the Cloaths 
ſo miautely; ; my Dear, ſays he to his 


Wife, here is no room for a Doubt: And 
ſince he deſires the Cloaths ſo earneſtly, 
his Miſtreſs muſt certainly want them for 
the Reaſon he tells you; if you do not 
care to riſe from Table, give me the Key 


of the Cheſt where they are laid, and I 
will fetch them myſelf, Rufina bad no- 


thing to ſay for herſelf after this; but 
ready to burſt with Fury, ſhe aroſe, took 
the Cloaths out of che Cheſt, and giving 


them 
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(19) 
them to Roberto, pay wy ReſpeAs ſays ſhe 
to Madam Leonora, and tell her, I hope 
ſhe will pardon me for not ſending back 
the Cloaths ſooner ; for I could not meet 
with the Lady that begg'd me to borrow 
them for a Pattern, The Spark, in his 
Foot man's diſguiſe, taking the Cloaths, 
made a low Bow, and left Rufina with her 
Eyes enflamed with Paſſion, and curſing 
him in her Heart for having ſo impudent- 
ly affronted her. Saravia asked her, what 
made her borrow thoſe Cloaths ; ſhe an- 
ſwered, that ſhe had done it at the Re- 
queſt of a Friend of hers, who wanted to 


have a Suit like it, becauſe the Faſhion of 


it pleaſed her extreamly, being very gen- 
teel and modiſh. Sfte eaſily perſwaded her 
Husband of whatever ſhe pleaſed ; yet ſhe 
was terribly enraged againſt Roberto, for 
the Trick he had pur upon her, in taking 


back that Suit of Cloaths, which the. 


had been ſo highly pleaſed with, and of 
which ſhe thought herſelf the Miſtreſs : 
She firmly reſolved to be Revenged on 
him at any rate ; but thinking it neceſſary 
to communicate her deſign to a Maid in 
whom ſhe mightily confided, Trapaſſa 
over-hearing them, learnt the whole Sto- 


Ty; and knowing the Man, becauſe he fre- 


quented the Gaming-houſes, and looking 
upon 
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„ 
upon himſelf to be obliged to Revenge 
the affront done to his Daughter; he ac- 


coſted him one Day in the Street, and told 
him that he wanted Satisfaction of him for 
an Injury which he ſhould let him know 
more of when they were in private : Ro- 
berto readily followed him out of the Town, 
where being by themſelves, Trapaſſa told 
him the Cauſe of his giving him that chal. 
tenge : They immediately drew, and af- 
ter ſeveral hearty Thruſts, Trapaſſa re- 


ceived one which pierced his Heart, ſo 
that he died upon the ſpot, without ha- 


ving time to do the leaſt Act of Contri- 
tion; which is commonly the caſe of thoſe 


berto took Refuge in a place of Security ; 


Son-in-Law's Houſe, where it was recei- 


ved both with Joy and with Sorrow; 
with Joy, becauſe it was no ſmall burthen 
removed, to be rid of the moſt trouble- 


ſome and the moſt extravagant of Men; 


charge of his Funeral. But Rufina teſtified 


by her Cries, and by her Tears, that the | 


Death of her Father was as afflicting to 


her, as it was welcome to her Husband : - 


She took on moſt violently, and could not 
becomforted, being now left without any. 
manner. 


-who live no better than he had done, Ro- 


and Trapaſſa's Body was carried to his 


with Sorrow, becauſe of the unavoidable. 


out Revenge. 


=. 
manner of ſupport ; for all the Relations 
ſhe now had in the World was a Husband 
whom ſhe did not love: On the contrary, 
Saravia thought no Man upon Earth could 
be more happy than he was, in poſleſſing 
fo young aud ſo beautiful a Wife: But 
ſhe was a little too young and too beauti- 


ful for him: The proportion between 


their Ages, which Parents ought chiefly 
to regard in the Marriage of their Chil- 
dren, was not obſerved here ; an old 


is not a morſel for a young Woman's 


Tooth: Though Rufina had always been 


kept within the bounds of Modeſty by 


her Parents, the Contempt fhe conceived 
for her Rusband, joined to her Affectati- 
on of being richly Habited, and her de- 
ſire of Revenging the Afﬀront ſhe had re- 
ceived from Roberto, made her bid adieu 
to all Reſtraints, profane the Marriage- 
Bed, and give herſelf blindly up to every 
thing that could bring her Pleaſure or 
Profit: The Injury which Roberto had done 
her, was what run ſo predominantly in her 
Head, that ſhe could live no longer with- 
But as ſhe ſtood in need of 
other Hands than her own for that pur- 
poſe, ſhe ſought out all imaginable Occa- 
ſions for getting a Gallant that might vi- 
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( 22 ) ; 
gorovſly execute her Deſigns, and the fol- 
lowing was the beſt ſhe met with. 

Oae of the Fridays which are Solem- 
nized with a great Concourſe of People 
from Eaſter to Whitſontide, in Triano, the 
Suburbs of Seville, through which flows 
the Guadalquit ir, a famous River of An- 
duluſia, and the Mit ror of that populons 
City; Ruſina went in a Boat covered with 
Bovghs, to ſee the Feſtival ; whither . ſhe 
was carried by her Husband's Order, by 
a ſhe Neighbour whom he believed to be 
one of the modeſteſt and virtuons Women 
in the World ; but the poor Man was ſadly 
miſtaken, for no Woman was ever more 
Jooſe or more corrupt. She therefore 


hired a. Bark for herſelf Rufina and two 


ſhe Friends: But the Waterman's Avarice 
' prevailed on him to take other Company 
into his Boat'; and among the reſt, a 
young Gentleman who had a long while 
watched for ſuch an Opportunity, and had 
employed Spies to find it out, who had 
not failed to give him Notice of this: So 
ſoon as they were got into the Boat, Ru- 
Jia ſhewed her Face; which the Spark 
(whom we ſhall call Felician) had no ſooner 


ſeen, than he obliged ſome of his Friends 


who were upon the Shore with him, to 
g0 into the Boat with him, for which he 
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(23) 
gave a piece of Money to the Waterman. 
When they were all entered, Felician took 


his Seat next to Rufina, by way of InduQi- 


on into her good Graces, He was the 
Son of a rich Cavalier, who had made his 
Fortune in the Indies He had no Child 
but this, who ſpent as much Money as 
he pleaſed ; ſo that it was thought the Son 
could not live ſuch a Life very long, with- 
out diſſipating the greateſt part of the 
Riches which his Father had ſcraped toge- 
ther in ſuch abundance; for he was con- 
tinually Gaming, was always Gallanting 
the Ladies, and hardly ever out of the 
Company of a pack of Rakes who afliſt- 
ed him in his Debaucheries; and was ſo 


prodigal, he paid for every Body that 


kept him Company. Over and above theſe 
admirable Qualities, he ſtood mightily up- 
on his Punctilio's of Honour, and valued 


- himſelt hugely upon his Valour; a Vice 


common to moſt of the young People of 
Seville, who have ſo much Liberty given 
them as him we are now ſpeaking of : 
After being thus ſeated next to Rufina, and 
his Comrades by her Friends, the Boat 
puſhed off, and row'd along the Shore, not 
Landing in a good long half Hour; for 
which delay the Waterman had been very 
well paid. Of all this time Felician id na 

loſe 
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(4) 
Joſe a Moment: He made a Declaration 
of his Love to Rufina in ſuch obliging 


Terms, that ſhe gave entire Belief to what 
he faid, and let him ſufficiently know by 
the Complacency of her anſwer that ſhe 


took delight in his Company. Felician 
was a Man of Wit, and of a very agree- 


able Humour upon ſuch Occaſions : He 
made the beſt of his Qualifications, with 


which the Ladies were extremely well ſa- 
tisfied, and eſpecially Rufina, who took a 


25 ſingular Pleaſure in his Converſation. She 


told him her Name, her Hovſe, and her 


Husband's Profeſſion, without diſpuiſ ing 
any of her Circumſtances : Frlician did the 


Tame, adding a thouſand Proteſtations of 


Service and Obedience. All that Afﬀter- 


noon was ſpent in Gallantries, to the great 
Satisfaction of Ruſiaa, whoſe Wiſhes aim- 
ed chiefly at two things; the firſt, to be 


Revenged of Roberto by Felician's means; 


the other, to ſerue out of him wherewithal 
to go kine, and to ſupply her extravagant 
Expences: What ſhe had premeditated 


Aucceeded in the manner you ſhall hear, 
From that time Felician began very con- 
ſtantly to frequent Rvufina's Street, during 


all che time that he knew her Husband was 
employed Abroad. That Lady was un- 


; her Lover ſhould find her ſo eaſily 
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(25) 
won as he imagined; for remembring Ko- 
berto's trick, ſhe was afraid of having ſome- 
thing like it put upon her again. Before 
ſhe gave him Entrance into her Houſe, 
ſhe had a mind to try his Liberality, which 
ſhe eaſily compaſſed : For Felician who had 


been always profuie, was much more ſo 
upon this Occaſion, making her Preſents of 


fine Cloaths, Jewels, and ſeveral other 
things, without reckoning the Expence he 
was at in Treats and Collations : So that 
Rufina began to be very well ſatisfied in 
that point, It is a common thing to be 
diſguſted by Enjoyment : But it was not 
ſo with Felician ; his love increaſed eve- 
ry Day, and grew to ſuch a height as way 
hardly ever ſeen before. 

Ir happened about this time Robert» 
won above ſix hundred Crowns at play: 
His Humour was contrary to that of moſt 
other Gameſters, who are ſeldom very 
heedful of their Dreſs; their Paſſion for 


play hindering them from running into o- 
ther Expences. This Man, on the con- 


trary, was always extreamly well Dreſſed : 
He perceived that Felician a little too con- 
ſtantly frequented Rufina's Street, and 
thereupon ſuſpected that he courted her. 
Jealouſy immediately revived the love he 
tormerly had tor her: He was uneaſy at 
CG having 
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( 26) 


having a Rival, and reſolved to get again 


into her good Graces, and to make her 


.amends for the wrong he was ſenſible he 
had done her. In this delign he every 
Day walked backwards and forwards ſeve- 
ral times through Rufina's Street, which 
Felician did not like by any means: Rufina 
was extreamly offended, that one who had 
injured her ſo groſsly ſhould have the Im- 
-pudence again to pretend to a place in her 
Favour: Her anger was increaſed by this 
new Courtſhip; and ſhe thought ſhe could 
never have a fairer Opportunity of being 
revenged on him by means of Felician who 


was her Gallant, and whom ſhe made a 


Party in her Quarrel, than by making him 


believe that Roberto did all his Endeavours to 


remove him from her good Graces: Thus 


it is that Women are uſed to employ thoſe 
that Court them; from which ſo many 


ſtrange and fatal Accidents daily happen. 


Kufina was too Wiſe to let Felician know a 


tittle of what had paſſed between her and 
Roberto. She carried on her deſign fo art- 
fully, inſinvating to him that Roberto was 
continually preſſing her with advantageous 
Offers, which ſhe deſpiſed for his ſake ; 
that Felician no longer doubted it, ſeeing 
him every Day, and moſt part "of the 


Night about the Houſe : She added, to 


irritate 
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(27 


7 irritate him the more, that that trouble- 


ſome Fellow was the Reaſon of her not 


ſeeing him ſo often as ſhe could wiſh. The 


thing was carried ſo far, that Felician ſpur- 
red on by jealouſy, and being one of the 


moſt reſolute young Fellows in Town, met 


Roberto one Night in his Miſtreſs's Street, 
about the time that Rufina was gone to 
Bed, and when her Husband was over- 


looking ſome Accounts 'of his Brokerage. 
So ſoon as ever Felician perceived Roberto, 
he called him by his Name, and having 


talked together, that they might give no 
Suſpicion in the Street, they went into a 
little By-corner behind the Houſe, juſt 
under the Window of a Room where Sa- 
ravia put all his Papers, and where he 
was then Buſy : The two Rivals being 
come to this place, he that ſpoke firſt was 
Felician, who ſaid to him as follows : 
Signtor Roberto, for ſome Days paſt I have 


"obſerved you to frequent this Street with too 
much Aſſiduity; and I was in doubt what 
ſhould be the Cauſe of it, becauſe there are 


ſeveral Ladies of Merit who might occaſion 


your coming hither : But at length I have diſ- 
_ covered that tis Seniora Rufina who is 


your Inducement I have been confirmed in 
his Suſpicion, as well by my own Eye. ſig ht, as 
received of it from 

C 2 ber 


(28) 
her Servants, to whom you Talk and make 
Preſents, to inſinuate your ſelf into her Affecti- 
on. I have made my Addreſſes to her a great 
while, and the Services I bave done her have 


fo far won me ber Affection, that 1 bave re- 


ceived the moſt private Favours from her I 
am one that is not given to brag of his A- 
mours ; but to hinder you from proceeding any 
Further, I am forced to diſcver thus much to 
you, bcing aſſured that you will kgep it as Se- 
cret as a Man of Honour ought, I have de- 
Clared to you my Love, and the Advantages 1 


have gained by it, in order to oblige you to 


lay down your deſign . If you ao ſo, you will 
 Jave yourſelf from a great deal of Trouble and 
Diſappointment, and me from very juſt Re- 
FJentment. 


Roberto hearkened very attentively to 


Felician's Diſcourſe, and with as much At- 
tention or more Rufina's Husband had 
heard it too: For he was come very un- 
eaſy to the Window, hearing News which 
ſo nearly concerned his Honour. And 
though whatever he could hear was ſure 
£0 encreaſe his Diſturbance ; he had ne- 


vertheleſs the Curioſity to liſten to Ro- 


herte's Anſwer; which was in theſe Words. 


Signior Felician, I don't wonder at your 


having taken Notice of the Addreſſes I make 
#0 Seniora Rufina, ſince my ſo doing is Z 


ers a » am JV hs St B 


1 


fo much conſequence to you as I now beay” 


it is And I believe you will wonder as little” 


that I ſhould have the ſame defign, when you 
kuom the Encouragement I bave to undertake 


it. I am not given any more than you to 


publiſh Favours I receive from the Ladies; 
bat fince you open your Heart to me ſo frankly, 
I think myſelf bound to do the ſame to you,. 
that you may not be ſurprized at my Proceed 
ing: ] was in that Lady's F avour before you, 
and have obtained from her the very thing you” 
boaſt of; but by a certain unlucky Accident I 
have loſt her good Will, which I'm in hopes in 
time to recover; and 1 would not have you 
doubt but that I ſhall uſe my utmoſt Skill ſo to 
do. If I ſuccced and ſhe continues to accept 
my Services, you muſe e en prevail upon your- 
ſelf to bave Patience For I ſhall be ſo far 
from receeding from my Pretenſzons, that H 
ſhall do all that lies in my Power to hinder her 
from admitting of yours, and to put it out of 
ber remembrance that you ever were her Lover 


Upon this they both drew, Felician aver- 


ring that he had the only Right to her, and 
Roberto affirming the contrary : In this diſ- 
pute the Sword of him who was then in 
Poſſeſſion, prevailed ;_ depriving Roberto of 


his Life by a ſtrong Puſh which went quite 


through his Heart. The claſhing of Swords 


was not great, becauſe that of Felician 
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„ p 
wrought its Effect in a Moment: So that 
no Body in the Neighbourhood heard any f 
thing of the Quarrel except Saravia, who ' 
we may beſure would never publiſh it ſince 
it touch'd his Honour ſo cloſe. For fear | 

the Body ſhould be found there, Felician | f 

took it upon his Shoulders, and carrying Þ * 

it to a Monaſtery, left it before the Gate, 

and retired into another for his Security, : 

| oy he ſaw what would come of this Af- F 
ir. 

Saravia, confounded at what he had ſeen F 

and heard, and exaſperated againſt his f 

«T 

£ 

( 

| 


Wife, ſtormed vp and down the Room 
like a Madman, and meditated horrible R- 
venge for his loſt Honour : He could not 
bear the Thoughts of Rufina's Infidelity; | 
when he reflected on the many Reaſons | 
ſhe had to be true to him, She, in the 
mean while, was faſt aſleep in her Bed, | 
Little dreaming what had happened for- 
| her ſake. . The firſt Thought that came 
into Saravia's Imagination, was to give a 
noſe to his Rage, to go directly up to 
his Traitreſs's Chamber, and to ſtab her 
as ſhe ſlept : But then he conſidered, that 
the Murtherer having carried the Body 
from under his Window, he ſhould be ac- 
cuſed of kaving killed her without a Cauſe, 
and that he ſhould want Proofs, a 
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ES) 
for Witneſſes only two Servant-maids;- 
who would rather Swear againſt him than 
for him. He reſolved, as the ſureſt means, 
to make away with her privately, by a 
lingering Poyſon : But he thought he ſhould. 
not ſatisfy his juſt Reſentment, if he de- 
ferred a Revenge which ought to be Exe- 
cuted immediately, Then he hit npon 
another Expedient, which was to leave 
Seville, and abandon his Wife; but this 
delign was laid aſide, having ſeveral Af- 
fairs undecided, which depended upon his 
good Character, and fearing the ill Con- 
ſtruction that might be made of it, to the 
Shame and Confuſion of a Man of his Age 
and Reputation. This Thought brought 
him back again to his 630 Bifignof frohe 
bing her; but before he executed this 
Cruelty (which if well conſidered was no- 
Cruelty, but rather the jaſt Puniſhment of 
her Crime) he was of Opinion that it 
would be neceſſary for his Juſtification to 
leave in Writing the Provocations he had 
to commit that Murther. For this pur- 
poſe he took Pen in Hand, and began to 
write down the Injury which had been done 
him by his Wife, and the Revenge he had 
taken for it : But thinking that he did 
not expreſs in Terms ſtrong enough, the 
Offence that had been committed againſt 

* him, 
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bim, he tore what he had written; which: 
he repeated three times, he was in ſuch an 
Agitation. He again ſet himſelf to wri- 
ting, which was the fourth time: Bot as 
he knew that he ovght to begin his Venge- 
ance upon the Adulterers, and that he 
could not do that, being ignorant who: 
they were; he concluded at laſt that he. 
mould be ſofficiently Revenged, when he 
had killed his Wife. Great part of the 
Night was ſpent in theſe Thoughts, Wri- 
ting, blotting out, and tearing every thing 


he had Writ : At length being entirely 


reſolved in this Fury to execute his bloody 
Deſign, he writ one Paper more without 


fcratching out a Word; having before | 


well weighed what he was to write: And 
after having expreſſed as well as it was. 
poſſible in the Condition he was in, the 
Affront he bad received, he was taken 
with ſuch a violent Agitation of Spirits, 
that he Died ſuddenly. 

All this happened while Rufina was 


faſt aſleep. When ine waked, miſſing her 


Husband, ſhe called him; and hearing no 
Anſwer, ſhe flipt on a Gown and went 
down into his Room, where ſhe found the 
Candle ſtill lighted, and Saravia dead up- 
on the Floor, She was as much amazed as 
we may imagine ſhe would be: all ſhe _ 


| a” 
do in that ſurprize, was to call her Maids}, 
who roſe and ran to ſee this ſtrange ſight :- 
They wondered no leſs than their Miſtreſs- 
at ſo odd an Accident. As they were ta- 
king vp the Corpſe to carry it into the. 
chief Apartment in'the Houſe (before the. 
Neighbours. were made acquainted: with- 
his unaccountable Death) Rufina ſpy'd a. 
Paper half full of Writing, wherein ſhe: 
read theſe Words. . 

To the Intent that my Fuſtification may be 
known to all thoſe that ſhall read this Paper ;, 
I declare that this misfortune is wholly owing to 
the Levity of my infamous Wife, who profa- 
ning the Holy Sacrament of Marriage, by: 
which we were united in the Face of the Church, . 
without conſidering the great Love 1 have born 
to her, bas given herſelf up to two Gallants at 
the ſame time, who having quarrelPd about which 


| ſhould have the preference, the moſt unhappy. 


of the two was killed by the other; and au I 
myſelf was witneſs of my Diſgrace, and heard 


from their Mouths the Relation of. my Dif 


honour ; I was reſolved to Revenge my Infa- 
my thus. Here ended the Writing, for 
Death ſurprizing him, he had expired in a 

Moment. : 8 
Rufina was in the utmoſt Sur prize both 
at what ſhe ſaw and at what ſhe read; ſo 
that for above half an Hour ſne could nei- 
C 35 ther 
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ther ſtir nor ſpeak ; reflecting that the 


greateſt Secrets in the World are at laſt 


Revealed, and that Heaven makes them 


known either for our Cenverſion, or our 


Puniſhment :- This Death filled her at once 
with Fear and with Afffiction; with Fear, 
to ſee how ſuddenly it had taken Effect by 


the Reſentment of an Injury wherein ſhe 


had been an Actor; with Affliction, to ſee 
her Husband thus dead, without knowing 
how to diſguiſe ſo ugly an Accident. Re- 


morſe of Conſcience ſtung her for having 
been ſo perfidious towards a Man who 


had ſhewn ſo mnch Love to her, and who. 


by Marrying her, had made her. Circum- 


ſtances eaſy, if ſhe had been ſo wiſe as to 


have made a right Uſe of her good For- 
tune. The great Affection which her 


Neighbours knew he had always born her, 
gave her ſome Encouragement, and made 
her take the Advice which was given her 


by one of her Maids in whom ſhe moſt 
confided, which was to put her Husband into 
his Bed, and make ſuch Lamentations when 


it was Morning that her Neighbours might 


hear her, to whom ſhe ſhould pretend with 


abundance of Grief that ſhe had found him 
Dead by her ſide when ſhe waked, and 


that thoſe two Maids, to help on the Sto- 
Ty; ſhould give out that their Maſter in- 


fallibly. 
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fallibly killed himſelf by having ſupt too 
late and eat morethan ordinary. By that 
time they had all ſtudied their parts, day 
appeared: Ruſina fell to crying and la- 
menting with all her Force; the next 
Neighbours ran in at the N oiſe, and found 
her half Dreſſed, roaring and tearing her 
Hair for Sorrow at having loſt ſo good a 
Husband : The two Maids likewiſe did 
their Parts to Perfection, in relating the 


Cauſe of their good Maſter's Death, and 
ſaying that they for their parts had advi- 


ſed him not to eat ſo much, for he would 
certainly be out of Order wit han Excels 
ſo contrary to the Conſtitution of a Man 
of his Age: Every Body was ſatisfied with + 
theſe Reaſons ; ſome of Rufina's Friends 


kept near her for fear ſhe ſhould ſwoon 


away, ſo well did ſhe act her Affliction, 


and they did their utm̃oſt to comfort her. 


Nor had the cunning Gy pſie forgot to burn 
the Paper ſhe had found, for fear of its 
telling Tales. The Officers of Juſtice, 


who are never wanting upon ſuch Occaſi- 
ons, came in ſoon after, and vpon the 
 Aſſarances which were given them by the 


Neighbours that the Deceaſed had always 


lived in a perfect Harmony with his Wife, 


they had no Suſpicion of his having Died 


by any violent Means. Poor Saravia was 


Buried, 
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Buried, and Rufina's Head ran ſo much up- 
- an: counterfeiting her Grief: to the Life, 


that ſhe had not. remembred to do what 


Widows. generally do on ſuch.Occaſions, 


namely to make away with as much of 
their Husband's Wealth as they can when 


he is dead: So that one of his Nephews, 


after. having taken care of his Unkle's In- 


rerment, came and ſeized all that he found 
in the Houſe, and Rufiva was obliged to 
go to Law with him for what was her Le- 


, gal Dve... 


Let us go back to the place where we 
left Roberto's Body, which was found in 


the Morning by the. Monks, who did not 


know: eit: They were going to Bury it, 


if they had not been adyifed to have it 


expoſed in ſome publick Place to ſee if 


any Body knew it, and that if it was one 


who had either a Father or Relations in 


the Town, they. might be acquainted with 


the Misfortune which. had happened to 
their Family: That by this. means they 
would be Reimburſed the charge of the 


Burial, and be paid for the Maſſes they 


ſhould ſay for the repoſe of his Soul. This 
advice was reliſhed by the Superior of 


the Convent, who immediately gave la- 


formation, that very early in the Morning 


they, had found. that young Man dead at 


their. 
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their Church-Gate, The Corpſe was put 


ina little place which was near the Con- 
vent; with two Tapers lighted; and 
a Man paſling by ſometime afterwards 
knew him; he told them who he was, 
and carried the ill News to his Parents, 
who were extreamly afflicted at his Death , 
his Father had often foretold him what. 
would certainly happen, for the Life he 
led gave no Room to hope any thing bet- 
ter. He was Interr'd in that very Con- 
vent, and all Diligence was uſed to find 
out the Murtherer : But Seville being a 
very large populous Town, it was impoſ- 
ſible to diſcover him: Rina was the on- 
ly Perſon who knew who had done it, ſee- 
ing her Gallant- abſent, and Roberto flain: 
She was extreamly glad in herſelf at being 
revenged of a Man who had put ſo great 
an Affront upon her; and it was very 
lucky for her that no Notice was taken of 
the Blood that was ſpilt in the back Street: 
If that · had come to the Knowledge of the 


Juſtice, ſhe had had a great deal of Trou- 


le about it: For all Appearances were 
againſt her; and the Neighbours could 
have given Evidence that they had many 
times ſeen thoſe two Rivals in that little 
Street. 


Rufina : 


I 


— „ r ee EE INOS 
* 


(38˙) 


_ Rufina being now a Widow, and which 
is worſt of all, poor and deſtitute of all 
Conveniences, though naturally given to 

great Extravagancies ; ſhe was reſolved to 


make the beſt of her Charms, and to ſub- 


fiſt herſelf in her Vanities at the Expence 


of her Honour. 


 Saravia's Funeral Ceremonies being per- 

formed, and his Nephew having taken 
Poſſeſſion of his Effects, it was decreed in 
Law that he ſhould pay Rufina her ſhare, 

and this was ſo little in Compariſon of 
what ſhe-was uſed to ſpend, that ſhe was 
forced to leave her Houſe ta take one of 


leſs Rent. 


The Nephew however did not find his 
Unkle to have died in the Circumſtances 
he expected; becauſe having been con- 
cerned in abuudance of Affairs, they were 
very much perplexed, ſo that he had no 


great Matter left, when he had made even 


with all the Creditors. 
Rteſina, though young, amorous and per- 


fectly Beautiful, and living now in ano- 


ther part of the Town, did not follow 
the Example of many other Widows, who 

as ſoon as their Husbands are tipt over 
the Perch, ſeek all Opportunities by ſhew- 


ing themſelves in their mourning Weeds, 


to draw in ſome other to ſupply the place 
of the Deceaſed. _ "Tere 
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There was come in the Fleet from Peru 
a Man born among the Mountains of Leon, 


who had begun his Fortune by being Ser- 


vant to a Merchant of Seville, and one 
who upon his Maſter's Coſt and ſome little 
Trading into the Indies, was grown Rich; 
inſomuch that in a few Years he was ac 
counted one of the ableſt Merchants that 
Traded to Peru : Upon a ſecond Voyage 
he made thither he was advanced to a. 
publick Employment, and having thereby. 


added much to his Wealth, he- was re- 


turned again to Seville, w here he ſold the 
Commodities he had brought over at dou- 
ble what they coſt him, ſo fortunate was 
he in all his Ventures. 

Marquino (ſo was this lucky Merchant 
called) was a Perſon of about fifty Vears 
of Age; the moſt covetous ſordid Fellow 


that ever was: He grudged himſelf. what- 
ever he Ear and Drank, though even be- 
low Penury itſelf, and frequently Faſted, 


purpoſely to ſpare Expence: He had no 


more Servants than what he barely need- 
ed: His whole Train conſiſting in a Factor, 


a Lacquey, a Moor. ſlave who looked to 


his Mule, and a Maid to dreſs his pitiful 


m4 


Commons: He kept his Family ſo ſhort in 


Point of Victuals, that it was wondered 
any one would ſerve him: Bis miſerly 


Diſpoſition 


= -- 

Diſpoſition found the whole City Di(- 
gourſe : Another would have been aſha- 
med of it, but he only laugh'd at it; ap- 
plauding himſelf, and making it his whole 
Buſineſs to heap up Wealth, whereof ne 
had abundance; p 

Rufina hearing of this Man, concluded, 
that he might be made an excellent Cully; 
whom if ſhe could ſmite, as ſhe expected, 
her Condition: would be better than ever 
it had been. 
Marquino lived without the City, in a 
little Tenement he had purchaſed of one 
who owed: him ſome Money, which he 
knew not well how to get in otherwiſe : 
For he was naturally ſo perfect a Slave to 
his Profit, that he little minded his Plea- 
ſares. So that he got that Tenement; 
with a neat Houſe on it, very cheap, and 
in Satisfaction for his Debt: It ſtood near 
St. Bernard's Monaſtery, in the midſt of a 
| pleaſant Valley. He lived there to fave 
the Rent of a Houſe in the City: He had 
ſo fortified it, that no Thieves, either by 
Day or Night, could make any Breach in- 
to it. All the Doors were of an extraordi- 
| nary thickneſs, the Windows had Bars and 
Grates, the Walls very high and ve- 
| ry ſtrong. He had ſecured the place 
within with Fire-arms, which he obs 

; ept 
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kept charged, and many Halbards and 
Partiſans, which were diſpoſed of near the 
Gate. He was forced to take one Servant 
more into his Retinue, to wit, a Fellow 
to order his Garden, and to make the beſt 
Advantage he could of it, a married Man, 
who ſhould carry the Fruits and other 
things to the Market, to make the beſt of 
them; ſo Vigilant was his Avarice. His 
Treaſure was diſpoſed into a ſecret Place 
behind his Bed where he lay himſelf, in 
ſtrong lron-cheſts; and every Night be- 
fore he went to Bed, he ſearched all the 


Rooms in the Houſe. Thus did this 


wretched Miſer live, thovgh he had no 
Children to ſucceed him; having never 
been Married, nor intended to be, though 
very advantageous Matches were daily 
proffered him. 


Rufina had laid her deſign, to bring in 
this covetous Merchant into the Nooſe ; 


and to effect it, ſhe communicared it to a 
Perſon who was Excellent at ſuch things, 
an old Friend of her Fathers, This Man 
had played ſome Pranks at Madrid, which 
had occaſioned: his Removal thence to Ca- 
diz, and his Atchievements there too, cau- 
ſed his Departure thence to Seville, where 
he was lurking vp and down, and ſpend- 
ing ſome Money, which it coſt him more 
T hazard 
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hazard than-pains to get, He was one of 


the moſt accompliſhed Men in point of 


Larceny of his time, but very fearful of 


falling into the Hands of Juſtice, leſt there 
might ariſe up in judgment againſt him 
ſome of his former Offences ;z which were 
ſuch as had preferred him to the Gallies. 
This Perſon (whoſe Name was Garay) Ru- 
fina took to aſſiſt her in the compaſſing the 
Deſign. Having given him Inſtructions 


what he was to do, and told him, that 
Marquino never returned to his Houle ' till 


about Sun- ſet, they both paſſed by Mar- 


quino's Garden, he on a Mule, and ſhe on 


a good Horſe, She had put off her Mourn- 
ing, and put on another Dreſs, with a 


Hat and Feather, as the Seville-Ladies ars 


wont to go, when they are in the Coun- 
try | 


1 They paſſed by the Garden, juſt as the 


Gardiner was opening the Door. Garay, 
coming up to him, Friend, (ſaid he) here 


:s Lady would not willingly go into the City | 
to Day - If you will afford ber Entertainment | 
for to Night, I will ſatisfy you to your own De- 


fore; beſides that you will do us an extraordi- 


nary Kindneſs : For you will thereby prevent a 


great Misfortune, which- ſhe cannot otherwiſe 


avoid. The Gardiner who was afraid of 
his Maſter's diſpleaſure, told him _ 4 
e f f urſt. 


ceived his Cue. 
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durſt not be ſo bold, as to receive any 


Perſon into his Houſe, without his Know- 
ledge ; and that he had expreſsly forbid 
him the doing any ſuch thing. But Garay, 
who knew the Virtue and Power of Mo- 


ney, took a conſiderable Sum out of his 


Pocket, and giving it to the Gardiner, here 
Friend (ſaid he) take this in earneſt of more. 


The Gardiner's Wife longing to know 


what Buſineſs they might have with her 
Husband, comes up to them, and ſeeing the 


Proffers that were made him, undertook to 
lodge the Gentlewoman in her own Room; 


making it appear to her Husband, that 
their Maſter ſhonld never come to the 
Knowledge of it, in regard their Houſes 
were at a good diſtauce one from the o- 


ther, and it would be very hard if that 


Night he ſearcht the whole Houſe, as ma- 


ny times a Toy took him in the Head 


to do. f 
In ſhort the Wife's Arguments pre- 


vailed, ſo that the Gardiner was content 
the Gent lewoman ſhould lodge ſecretly that 
Night at his Houſe, upon the receipt of 


{ix Piſtols which Garay gave him as an ear- 


neſt of a greater Sum promiſed him. He 
thereupon took Rufina off the Horſe and 
brought her into the Garden, where ſhe- 


took leave of Garay, who had already re- 


Being 
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Being come into the Gardener's Room 


ſhe took off what cover'd her Face, and 
aſtoniſh'd the Gardener and his Wife, at 
the Sight of her Beauty, though ſhe ſeem'd 
to be very Melancholy, as it tome great 
Misfortune had happen'd to her, which 
ſhe had ready to relate to Marquino, in Caſe 


ſhe might come to Diſcourſe with him. 


The Sun was hardly ſet but he came into 


the Garden; the Negro entring a little be- 


fore to have the Door open d, which he 
himſelf lock'd on the inſide, and carry'd 
the Key along with him, He chanced to 
be that Night a little more weary than or- 
dinary, which occaſion'd his going to Bed 
very betimes, after he had eaten a piece of 
Bread, and ſome of his own Garden-fruits, 
and waſhed them down with a Glaſs of 
Spring-water. He only viſited that part 
of the Houſe where he lodged himſelf, 
and came not down to the Gardeners, 
which never eſcaped his privy ſearch, 
when he thought of it. His Family, who 


kept more Faſting days in the Year than 
the Church her ſelf had appointed, .Sup- 


ped that Night, in Imitation of the Maſter, 

very ſoberly. | =. 
Marquino gets up the next Morning be- 

times, and gives the Slave Money, to go 


to the Market, while he went about his 


Affairs 


.&( 


V | 
h 
h 
C 
4 
* 
0 
£ 
1 
1 
- 


(oF 
m Affairs in the City, with order to have 
d Dinner ready againſt his Return. Rufina 
2 was at a loſs how to bring about her Deſign, 
d | finding things fell not out according to 
it her Ex pectation: But ſtil] waiting the Op- 
h portunity, ſhe told her Entertainers that 
e ſhe was extremely troubled at her Uncle's 
. ſtay, (ſo ſhe call'd Garay) and that all her 
| Sadneſs proceeded thence. The Garde- 
- | ner's Wife, who was a good hearty Wo- 
e man, found her all the Diverſion ſhe 
1 could. | 
J Marquino comes home at Noon, with an 
. Intention to dine in his Garden, and be- 
fore he ſate down, he would needs take a 
f turn about it, to ſee if any thing were 
| wanting; and he obſerv'd that there want- 
: ed ſome pieces of Wood for the more con- 
| venient Watering of the ſeveral Plats. As 
he was going to the Gardeners to ſee if he 
had any kt for that purpoſe, the Wife per- 
ceiving him coming, very haſtily ſhuffled 
Rufina into a little back Room, where ſhe 
was wont to lie ; But in Regard it could 
not be done ſo ſuddenly, but that Marquino 
coming in might hear the ruſtling of the 
Silks and ſee Rufina's ſhadow, he ſteps 
into the Room where ſhe was retired, and 
having found her, he led her out by the 
Hand; and bringing her out to the Light, 
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| (456) 
he found her ſo Beautiful, that he was A. 
ſtoniſned thereat. The Gardeners Wiſe 
wondred that her Maſter, inſtead of chid- 
ing her, as ſhe expected, only asked her 
who the Lady was? She anſwer'd, that 
the Night before, palling by their Door 
with an ancient Gentleman, who ſeem'd 
as ſad as her ſelf; they had very earneſtly 
:intreated ſhe might be lodged there but 
that Night, to avoid a great Misfortune, 


which would have happend to them, it 


they had gone any further, and ſo ſhe had 
made bold to break his Orders, 
While the Gardener's Wife was giving 


Marquino this Account, he very attentively | 
conſider'd the ſtrange Lady; who feem'd | 
to be extremely troubled in Mind, which | 


added to the Attractions of her Beauty. 
Marquino was ſo taken with her, that con- 
trary to his unſociable and Covetous Hu- 


mour, he told the Gardener's Wife, That 


ſhe had done very well, in entertaining 
the Lady, though contrary to his Orders, 


Which in ſuch a Caſe were not to be ob 


ſerved, where Compaſſion and Charity 


plead for the Relief of thoſe that are in 
Trouble. This Lady, (ſaid he) deſerves a 


better Reception than ſhe bas found in your poor 
Lodgings, I heartily proffer ber my Houſe, if ſhe 
will but bonour it with ber Preſence, Ruffins 
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(47 ) 
thankt him very civilly for his obliging 
| Proffers, and entreated him to allow her 
id- the privacy of that Lodging, for the little 
er time ſhe had to ſtay there ; in regard ſhe 
lat expected an Uncle of hers to come and 3 
or fetch her away that Night. 14 
d Aarquino who began to be inflamed, 
ly was ſorry to hear that her ſtay at his Houſe 
ut would be ſo ſhort, but after a little pauſe, 
ie, he told her, that thovgh it were but for an 
it | Hour,ſhe would infinitely oblige him, in the 
ad Þ acceptation of the Proffer he made her 
with ſo much Affection. | 
ng She, who wiſht no better, told him, 
ly |} that to make ſome Return to ſo great Ci- 
1d Þ} vilities, ſhe was ready to wait on him: 
ch | With that ſhe went to Marquino's Apart- 
y. ment, whither he led her by the Hand, to 
Ne the great Satisfaction of the Gardener's 
u-] Wife, who extreamly wondred-to ſee her 
at | Maſter ſo civil and obliging : as ſhe paſs'd 
ng through the Rooms, ſhe took particular 
'S> Notice of all things; for though Marquino 
b was Naturally a very covetous Perſon, 
ty þ yet as to the Furniture of his Houſe, 
In he was otherwiſe. He had very rich Tapi- 
a | fſtry, Hangings, Chairs ſuitable thereto, and 
0 Cabinets of lvory, and Ebony. He imme- 
be | diately commanded his Slave to prepare an 
1746 Excellent Dinner, an Employment he un- 
| dertook 
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dertook with great Alacrity; as knowing 


he might reap ſome Ad vantage of that ex- 


traordinary Liberality of bis Maſter, Ru- 
fina din'd with him, who helpt her {till 


with the beſt the Table afforded, with 
importunate Excuſes that there were no 


better for her. 55 

As ſoon as they had din'd, he conducted 
her into a Chamber, ſet forth with a great 
number of curious Pictures, as alſo a 
ſumptuous Bed of China. work, where he 
entreated her to repoſe her ſelf on it; a 
Cuſtom the Spaniards have in Summer, as 
ſoon as they have dined, by reaſon of the 
Sultrineſs of the Country, He entreated 
her alſo to baniſh her diſquiet, out of an 
aſſurance that ſhe ſhould be as ſafe in his 
Houſe as in any Sanctuary, and that ſhe 
ſhould not want, any thing which lay in his 
Power, She again return'd him her moſt 
affectionate T hanks, and complying with 


his Deſires, ſhe ſtay'd alone in the Room, 
which was the ſame where Marquino took 


his Repoſe every Day. He went into ano- 
ther, where he laid himfelf down mnch 
troubled and diſquieted, as being fallen 
deeply in Love with his Fair Gueſt, and 
not knowing by what means he might in- 


duce her to favour him in what he deſired 
of her, which if he could effect, he con- 


cluded 
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(49 ) 
cauded himſelf the happieſt Man in the 
World. Before he acquainted her with 
his Deſign, he was deſirous to know the 
Cavſe, and what might occaſion her ſtop» 


ping at his Garden, and thereby find whe- 


ther there were any Obſtruction that might 
oppoſe his Deſires to ſerve her. To be ſa- 
risfy'd in this, it was requiſite he ſtaid till 
ſhe awoke ; but ſhe flept not at all, for ſhe 
ſpent the time in conſidering, what An- 
ſwer ſhe ſhould make him, when he came 
to queſtion her. | 

| Marquino thinking it now high time 
to ſpeak to her, in order to the Satis- 
faction of his Curioſity, goes into her 
Chamber; telling her it was a cloſe Day, 
and that he was afraid ſhe might over- 
fleep her ſelf, and craving her Pardon that 
he had taken the Boldneſs to give her 
that Caution, She thanked him for the 
Tenderneſs he had for her Health, and 
aſſured him, That ſhe had not refreſhed 
her ſelf at all; the Trouble ſhe was in, not 
permitting her to take any reſt. He begg'd 
of her that ſhe would no longer ſmother 


the Cauſe of her Diſquiet, and re- 


new'd the Proffers he had made to ſerve 
her to the utmoſt of his Power. Having 
returned him her thanks, and thinking it 
now time to * Progreſs in 
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ther Deſign ; ſhe gave him this Relation of 
her Adventures. 
 -.. Granada, one of the mo#t Famous and E- 
minent Cities of Spain, is the Place of my 
Birthe My Parents (there is no Neceſſity 7 
ſhould name them) are of the moſt Ancient and 
moſt Noble Families of any in all the Moun- 


| tains of old Caſtile, and the whole Tſſue- -of 


their Matrimony was only a Brother of mine 


and my ſelf. My Brother ſpent the Youthful 


part of his Age in Courting Ladies, and among 


other young Perſons like bimſelf, be play'd ſome 


Youthful Pranks, which obliged him, for fear 
85 2 falling into the Hands of Fuſtice, 70 abſent 

bimſelf from Granada; and for my Part, I 
made it my only Buſi ine / to ſerve and humour 
thoſe who had brought me into the World, 1 
Jpent whole Days at my Needle, not taking 
Example from my Companions, who only mind- 
ed their Pleaſure; I was ſo Ignorant what 
Love meant, that J laughed at whatever re- 


1 


Aated thereto, "and thought thoſe, who ſpent their 


time in Coquetting and entertaining thoſe they 
calf d their G allants, little better than ſo many 


— Perſous. 


But Love it ſeems reſolv'd ta ꝓnuiſh this 


| Contempt of mine, and you ſhall ſee how be did 


it. My Father and Mother being one Day 
40 Yifat a Friend of theirs in the _— 


* beard 


- 


lo dd buryed bis Wife not long before; 1 


(oo) 
heard in the Street the claſhing of Swords, as 
i ſome People had been Fighting; and looked 
out at the Window to ſee what might be the mat« 
ter. I never had been guilty of ſuch a Curio- 
ſity before, and had it been Heaven's Pleaſure 
I might have ſhunned it then, I ſhould not now 
be telling you my Misfortunes, which are ſuch, 
that I ſhall never think on them without Tears. 
I there ſaw, to my ſorrow three Men with their 
Swords drawn, Fighting againſt one, who de- 
fended bimſelf with ſo great Courage, that he 
not only made his Party good a long time againſt 
ſo many Enemies, but alſo hurt two of them in 
the Head; he himſelf having received only a 
flight Wound, Theſe three Hectors finding 
themſelves fo ill-handPd by one Perſon, reſolved 
to do their utmoſt to take away his Life; ſo 


that exaſperated by their Wounds, they preſs'd 


upon him ſo much, that he was forced to retreat 
within our Gate, where they gave bim t wo ſe- 
veral thruſts into the Breaſt ; upon which he 
fell, and was left for dead. Moved with Com- 
 paſfion to ſee ſo proper a young Man ſo diſadvan« 
tageouſly engaged I come down to the Gate, call- 
ing my Maids about me,toſee what might be done 
for him, (Our Houſe being in a lone-Street ) for 
thoſe who were come upon the Noiſe we made 
were ſo few, and thoſe unarmed, tbat they 
were not able to part them, Me loch d the Doors 
and brought him in, and a Surgeon-was imme- 

EY I, 13 .- diately 


_ TR. 

Aiately ſent for. Nis Wounds were ſo great, 
that we tbought fit to diſpoſe him into a Bed, 
i a Ground-room, where my Brother was wont 
to lie. | 

be young Man thanked me very civilly for 
the Favour be receiv'd from me; but alaſs! 
that good Office began with Compaſſion, but 
ended in Love, The Surgeon view d bis 
Wounds, but could not preſently give any cer- 
tain Judgment of them ;, though he mhiſpered 
ene in the Ear, that be thought they might coſt 
him his Life. That Account of him ſtruck me 
to the Heart, for having ſeen him Fight ſo 
Gallantliy, I muſt nceds acknowledge, that 1 
had even then conceived an Inclination for him. 
Bus bis kind Expreſſions afterwards, and bis 
:thanking me ſo genteely for the Obligations (he 
ſaid) I bad laid upon bim, rais dit into a pex- 
felt Love. My Fatber and Mol her returull 
from tbeir Viſit, and ere they were got to our 
Houſe were told by one of the Neighbours, (a 


Perſon of ſome Quality ;) what bad happened in 


' their Abſence, and how that I had put a Peried 
$0 4 Quarrel, by entertaining the Wounded 
Party in their Houſe, out of Compaſſion and 
a Fear that be might be killed. Whereat they 
were well ſatisfyed, and commended the Cbari- 
ralle Office I bad done in ſuch an Extremity ; 
For they were Perſons who gladly embraced any 
Opportunity to exerciſe their Charity, They 
- viſtted 
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viſited the Wounded, encouraged him to tals 
Heart, aſſuring him he ſhould want nothing, 
their Houſe could afford; and acknowledg*d ix 
well done by me, that I had ſo reſcued him. 
Upon which I took Occaſzon to ſpend moſt of my 
time in waiting on bim; bim I ſay, wbo is the 
Cauſe of all the Troubles and Afflictions which 
lie ſo beavy upon me, At the ſecond dreſſing, 
the Surgeon aſſured us that bis Wounds were 
not Mortal; which cauſed much Joy in our 
Houſe, particularly to me, who became every ' 3 
Day more and more paſſionately in Love with 1 
him. As often as I could get out of my Fatber 1 
and Mother's Sight, I went to paſs away the © 1 
time in his Chamber, for which Kindneſs be 
made me extraordinary Acknowledgments. - 
This young Cavalier was Born at Pampeluna, 
and was one of the moſk Eminent in that City. 
His Buſineſs at Granada was to Proſecute 4 
Law- ſuit, againſt a very powerful Perſon; who 
knowing that there was little Fuſtice on bis ſide, 
that the Cauſe was of great Importance, and that 
notwithſtanding the Favour be had in Court, the 
Judges muſt paſt Sentence againſt him; would 
need put a Period to the Suit by a ſhorter cut, 
and rid bimſelf vf bis 4dverſary, by Employ- 
ing three Men to Murder bim, who were his 
own menial Servants, A Month ſlipped away, 
ere Calphorus (ſo was the Wounded Perſon 1 
named) got cut of his Bed, having all that time 4 
D 3 been 
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been attended with as much Care as might be. 


The ſecond Day after his getting up, be bad 


the Oppertunity to ſee me; for my Mother was 


gout abroad upon a Viſit, wherein I accompany'd 


er not, becauſe J bad a greater mind to be a- 
lone with my young Gueſt, He diſcovered him- 
ſelf to me ſo opportunely, and gave me ſuch 
ſenſible Aſſurances of his Affection; that it 
raiſed a no leſs in me towards him, inſomuch 
that there paſſed mutual Promiſes of Fidelity 
between us, I knew notbing all this time that 
my Father was upon a Treaty of Marriage be- 


tween me, and a Gentleman of Granada, who 


was infinitely deſirous to enter into our Alliance; 


while I was very well ſatisfyed, with the Choice 


J bad made my ſelf  Calphorus, coming to 
hear of the other*s Pretenſions to me, was not a 
little troubled at it ; but the only Remedy was 
Patience, in regard he could make no Valua- 
tion of bis Eftate, till his Law. ſuit were ended, 
which be hoped would be in a ſhort time, when he 
reſolved to ask, me of my Parents; and I in 
the mean while kept my Father in play with Per- 
ſwaſions, that be would not be over-haſty in 
Concluding my Marriage with the Granadine. 


Calphorus, being perfectly cured, and re- 


quiting the Kindneſs and Noble Entertainment 
he bad received at our Houſe, with many con- 


ſiderable Preſents ;, return d to his own Quar- 
ters, to bring bis Buſineſs to a final End. For 


my 


ed. En HEB ab ꝛ·¹ - -w op MS wk 


Cy 


my Part, my Troubles increaſed more and more 


upon me; for my Father, never giving me 


any notice of it, as if T bad been a Perſon not” 
at all concern d, concluded the Contract with the 

Granadine, and paſſed his Word he ſhould have 
me; which when 7 came to underſtand, I was 
like to dic away, This new Servant of mine, 
who expected ere long to be my Maſter, came 

to give me 4 Viſit : But I ſoon ſatisfy'd him, 
that he bad reckon'd without bis Hoſteſs ; for 


whereas he bad flattered bimfelf into a fooliſh © 


Imagination, that he ſhould have found the 


kindeſt Reception in tbe World from me, he met 
with ſuch a Repulſe, as be bimſelf concluded, 
muſt proceed from my indifference towards him; 
he eaſily difcovered, that my Refuſal was the 
| effed$ of ſome other Cauſe, than the Modeſty, 
which a young Maid ought at leaſt to pretend, 
upon ſuch Occaſions : And knowing withal that 
tbe. Wounded Calphorus had lodged ſome. 


time in our Houſe, be preſum'd, that viy Diſ- 


dain towards bim was occaſion d by the Love 1 
bad for the other, and thence inferr d, That not 


having been ſo happy «s to prevent him in the 


Aoquiſition of my Favour ;, he had at beſt, 


but a hazardous After-game to recover it. 
The Tealouſy be concety'd upon this Preſump- 


tion, oblig d him to make Tryal of all the ways 
be could imagine, to be aſſured of it; ſo as that 
be might not do any thing, that ſhould cauſe - 
4 | D 4 | him 
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bim afterwards to repent of. If others would do 


the like, it mighti be a means to prevent many 
an ill. grounded Ouarrel. 

I was in an extraordinary Confuſion all this 
while, till I acquainted Cal phorus with my Con- 
dition : He came to ſee me that very Night, and 
we apreed, the next, to leave my Father's- 
Houſe, and go to ſome of his Relations, where 
we might be ſecretly Married. The expected 
Hour being come, (unhappy Hour to me, conſider- 
ing the Misfortunes I have run through fance | ) 
as my Deareſt and I were going out of the Houſe 
and croſſing into another Street; my Fealous 
Servant, (who watch'd every Night to be aſſured 
of his Suſpicion, which he now found to be too 
true) preſently. knew us, and attended by two 

Servants, be ſet upon Calphorus, who never 
dreamt of. any ſuch. Matter; So that ere be had 
the time to draw bis Sword, be veceiv'd three 
HMortal-Wounds ;, and fell down dead, without 
uttering one Word, The Noiſe which the 
Murderers bad made, occaſion d the Neighbours 
Fo come out with Lights, upon the appearance 
whereof they ran away, fearing they might be 
diſcovered. By this time _there was a great 
Vproar at my Father's, that I could not be 
found; while / was in a manner dead, to ſec 
my Deareſt lying Breathleſs. at my Feet Ha- 
wing recovered my ſelf, J conſidered it was to 
little purpoſe far me to ſtay in the Street, after 


ſuch. 
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ſuch an Accident : So that gathering up my . 
Cloths, I baſted away as faſt as I could, to a. 
Friend's Houſe of my Father's, an Aged Per ſon 
and very poor; to whom 1 told what bad hap- 


pen d to me, and how much it concern d me not 
to ſtay any longer at Granada, Whereupon 
taking a Horſe be ſet me on bim, and brought 
me to the next Village, where we took up another 


for him, and thence we are come bitber, to a- 


void my Father, who accompany d by Officers, 
makes a Search after me, as 1 have underſtood 
by the way. For that Reaſon I thought it not 


ſafe, that we ſhould go into Sevil as ſoon as we. 
came hither, but that it was better J concealed. - 


my ſelf in ſome Place near it. It was the Pleaſure 
of Fortune to direct me to this Habitation of 
yours, into which, upon extraoramary intreaties 
your Gardener ventur'd to recei ve me laſt Night, 

Thus Sir, have you the Story-of- a wretched 


Maid, (if there were ever any ſuch) whoſe only 
Comfort now is in the good Entertainment you 


are pleaſed to afford her. May Heaven requite 
your Charity, ſince there cannot be a greater 
than to relieve ſuch as are aſfiided and perſe- 
cuted to that extremity as sx. 

The Concluſion of this diſmal Story, 
which Rufina had had the time to invent 


and ſtudy ſo wel}, was a ſhower of Croco- 


dile-tears, which raiſed ſuch a-Compaſſion 
in Marquino, that he could not forbear 
| Dy: weep- 


ky I = 


That Kindneſs will be the deareſt to him 


. 
weeping himſelf. The cunning Gipſy, 
who notwithſtanding her counterfeit 
Tears, obſerved all the Actions of Marqui- 
90, perceiv'd that he gave Credit to her 
feigned Story, and that Love began to en- 
ter at that Breach which compaſſion had 


made in his Heart. This encouraged Ru- 


Ina to proſecute her Impoſture, being now 
in a manner Confident to dring it to 
fome EffeF. They continued a good 
while together, ſhe weeping as if ſhe had 
done it for a Wager, and he endeavouring 
all that he could do to Comfort her; but 
that Comfort came not up to the hei ghth 
of offering her the Remedy ſhe could have 


_ wiſhed, for he had not yet overcome his 


Coverous Humour. 

- Having with great Attention conſidered 
the Beauty of Rufina, her Affliction, and 
Krange Adventures, and that his Happi- 
neſs was as it were fallen into his Mouth ; 


he inferred that Heaven, as a Signal Addi- 


tion to his former Happineſs, had directed 
her to his Honſe. This was the firſt Love 
that had ever moved Margquino's Heart, 
and in all forts of Perfons, that firſt Paſſion 


ever acts violently. Is Marquino fallen in 
Love? He muſt needs then be Liberal: 


Has he entertained Rn in his Houſe ? 


that 
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that ever he expreſſed. O Love! O inſi- 
nuating Paſſion, who doſt ruin and beſet 
Men! What Metamorphoſes i in them doſt 
thou not Operate ? What Diſpoſition doſt 
thou not change? What Reſolutions doſt 
thou not overthrow ? Whar Felicities doſt 
thou not diſturb? And what Hearts is it 
not in thy Power to ſoften ? That of this 
inſatiable Miſer, which had caſt off all ſenſe 


of Humanity towards his neareſt Relations, 


Love has changed ; ſo that he has trans- 


formed a Covetous and Sord id Perſon, in- 


to a Liberal and Magnificent. He is ex- 
tremely taken with Rufina ; he is paſſio- 
nately in Love with her; ſhe will ere long 


be Miſtreſs of his Heart and Wealth. She 


had ſaid many things in her Relation, 
which might have betrayed her, had not 


the Affection, wherewith Marquino heark- 


en'd to her, cloſed both his Eyes and Ears: 


Nay he was 0 prepoſſeſſed with his Paſſion, 
that he would have believed many other 


things from her, though they had been 
more improbable than they were. 


The effect of this ſad Narration of Rufi- 
na, was, that Marquino proffer'd her all 


the Favour and zſſitance ſhe could expect 
from him, his Eſtate, Life, Heart and Soul; 


giving her the Title of abſolute Miſtreſs 


of all he was poſſeſſed of, and further en- 
treating 


C 6& Y 
treating her, of all Love, to give over 
thinking of her Misfortunes, and to aſſure 
her ſelf, that ſhe was in a Houſe where, ſhe 
might Command, and that whatever ſhe 


deſir'd, her Orders ſhould be obeyed, as 


far as it lay in his Power. Rufina very 
Kindly thank'd him for ſo many generous 


Proffers, coneluding her Compliment with 
afreſh ſhower of-Tears, a kind of Tempeſt 
Me could raiſe, whenever ſhe either pleas'd; 


ar had occaſion. 


With this Artifice, ſhe became Miſtreſs 
of. Marquino, and all he had, ſo as that ſhe- 


might diſpoſe of him and it, as ſhe pleas'd. 


Her Beauty had given him a kind of Itch, 
and he was mighty: deſirous to try whe- 
ther the would be as willing to Cure him 


of. it; but he knew not well how to ac- 
nalnt her with his. Indiſpoſition. He re- 


olved at laſt, in Caſe he could do no good 
upon her by his Submiſſions and Preſents, 
to uſe the laſt Remedy, which was to Mar- 
ry her. This is a Bait that many times 


Takes the ſhyeſt of that deluded Sex; but 


when they are ſo taken, he that does it is 


commonly ſnapped himſelf: I before ſaid 


that Rufina had no other Deſign than to 


examine the Cheſts of the greedy Mer- 
chant, and that ſbe would not be any way 
engaged till ſne were ſecure of her Prize-; 


for. 


ET 


for the Slippery-trick played her by Roberto 


made her extremely Diſtruſtful. Mar. 
quino ſtay'd all that Day in his Garden, and 
neglected his Buſineſs in the City; but the 
next Morning- betimes leaving his Gueſt 
aſleep, he takes his Mule, and goes about 
his ordinary Occaſions ; having charged 
the Gardener's Wife, to get a good Break- 
faſt for the Lady, as ſoon as ſhe were a- 
wake, and to have a care of the Houſe: He 


lock d the Chamber- door where his Money 


was, and as he went ont, charg'd the Gar- 


dener not to ſuffer any to come into his 
Garden, but the old Man who had brought 


Artemiza thither; for that was the Name 
the diſſembling Rufina went by. 


That done he went about his Buſineſs, 
attended by the little Negro, to whom he 
gave Money to Buy Proviſions for a good 


Dinner. Rufina got up and the Gardener's 
Wife punQually obey'd the Orders ſhe had 
received from her Maſter ; treating her 


the beſt ſhe could, conſidering that all the. 
Domeſticks made their advantages of thoſe 


Magnificences. Rufina comes down after 


breakfaſt into the Garden, where ſhe took 


occaſion to commend the Walks, and con- 
trivances of it; for the Gardener kept it 
in very good order, and well ſupplyed 
with Herbs, Fruits, and Flowers: Find- 
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ing the Sun beginning to grow hot, ſhe 
went into the Houſe, where caſually meet- 
ing with a Lute, on which Marquino's 
Factor was wont to play ; ſhe ſet it in Tune, 
and ſtay'd till ſuch time as Adarquino re- 
turn d from the City, who hearing her at 
it, was not a little glad to find that Per- 

fection in her more than he knew before: 
Perceiving that AMarquino hear kned to her 
Muſick, ſhe joy ned her Voice to the Inſtru- 
ment, to breed one Maggot more in his 
Brain than he had already. | 
She Sung fo excellently, that Marquino 
was raviih'd at the Melody, and ſaid that 
It was not the Voice of a Mortal Creature 

but an Angel come. down from Heaven : 
He continu'd his Attention a while, ima- 
gining ſhe would have begun another Song; 
ut perceiving ſhe laid by the Lute, he 
comes into the Room and tranſported with 
Joy, How has this poor Habitation been bleſt, 
(laid he to her) by your Acreſſion moſt ador a- 
ble Artemiza? What Happineſs. did the Hour 
of your Arrival here, bring me, who newer had 
known any before ? What Honour baue I re- 
ceived in be bolding your tranſcendent Beauty, 
and to obſerve in you from time to time, a 
thouſand unknown Excellencies; which are nor 
di ſoover d at the firſt Sight? This Houſe may, 
no doubt, enter into Competition with Heaven 
it 


CF 
it ſelf, ſince fuch an Angel Honours it with 
her divine Preſence ; what I ſay, Madam, is 
but little, in Compariſon of the Paſſion I have 
for your Worth, which were it to be Commended 
proportionably to the apprehenſion I have of it; 
I think, the moſt Eloquent Perſons that ever 
were, would be at a loſs for Expreſſions ſuitable. 
to ſo adorable a Subject. , 

Tou preſs too bard upon me, Dear Sir, (re- 
plies the Counterfeit Artemiza, ſeeming to 
bluſh at thoſe exceſſive Praiſes) J am not 
ſuch a Stranger to my ſelf, but that 1 know it 
argues Exceſs in the higheſt degree to beſtow 
fuch extraordinary Commendations, on a Per- 
fon that deſerves ſo little: Had I miſtruſted 
your being within bearing, I would have put off 
my Diverſion to another time; ſince *tis not 
unlikely my Voice may ſeem harſh to you, com- 
Par'd to the Excellent ones of this great City, 
which you often bear, unleſs it be, that gene- 
rous Natures are apt to favour Perſons of mean 
Parts, by flattering them by their Praiſes, into 
an Imagination, that their Endowments are 
greater than indeed they are. No more Com- 
pliments, I beſeech you, (replies Marquino, 
rais'd up to the higheſt pitch of beſotted 
Love) my Words come ſhort of my Faith, and 
Jam to aſſure you wit hal, Madam, that though 
I bave beard excellent Voices in Sevil, (for I 
; muſt confeſs there are ſome ſuch) yet yours is 

| | infinitely 


, Fd 


„„ 
infinitely beyondany of them. Your moſt hum 
ble Servant, Sir, (ſays Rufina) your Com- 
mendations, are infinitely beyond my Deſerts, 
and the Honour you do me can do no leſs than 
Laiſe in me abearty wiſh, That my poor Abili- 
| ries might find you ſome further Diverſion with 

| this Inſtrument, ſince you are pleas'd to acknow- 

| ledge your ſelf ſo much ſatisfy'd therewith ;, but 
= my Troubles are ſo great and preſſing, that in 
what I did, I minatd only to eaſe them, 1 
1 muſt ſee them at an end, ere you leave this | 
Houſe, (ſays Marquino to het) and therefore 
me intreat you, if you cannot conclude an 
abſolute Peace with your Afflictians, at leaſ> 
sondeſcend to a ſhort Truce. Theſe reiterations 
of your Favours, muſt needs extremely oblige. 
me, (replies Rufina) and conſequently force me 
te a grateful compliance with your Commands, 
as far as lies in my Power; but I cannot pro- 
miſe it you ſo fully as 1 wiſh ;, finding the Per- 
fon who brought me hither, has forgotten he did 
it; other wiſe he would have found ſome means 
to have given me a Viſit once in three Days 
2 Let not that create you any trouble, (replies 
the Amourous Miſer) but rather imagine there 
| may be ſome Cauſe, for bis negte#. I have 
| ſome apprehenſions, (ſaid ſhe) that be may be 
| | roturn d to Granada, out of a Fear that being 
miſs'd there, bemight be Queſtioned as an Ac- 
complice of my Eſcape; and this would prove the 
Tn | greateſt 
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greateſt of my Misfortunes ;, for if he be gone, 
he has carried all I had along with him. Never 
fear it, (ſays Marquino) ſor he muſt have 
more Compaſſion than to forſake you in ſo great 
an Extremity : But though he and all elſe fail 
you, aſſure your ſelf, 1 ſhall not; whereof I 
cannot give you a greater Aſſurance, than you 
may derive from this ſincere Proteſtation, of my 
being ſo paſſionately your Servant, that 1 ima» 
gine not my ſelf to be the ſame Perſon I was be- 
fore I ſaw you, This transformation is wholly. 
to be attributed to your Divinity, and thence 
you may inferr the Influence you have over 
me. 

Having ſo ſaid, Marquino made an am- 
ple Diſcovery of his Love. The cunning 
Gypſie pretending ſhe underſtood: not his 
meaning, return'd only civil Anſwers. to 
the Proffers he made her; acknowledging 
her ſelf extremely oblig'd to him for his 
Kindneſs, and that ſhe doubted not of the 
Performance of what he was pleas'd, out 


of his own good Nature, toPromiſe, By 
this time Dinner was ſet on the Table; 


they both ſat down, and the Entertainment 
was very Noble, ſuitable to the. Love of 
the Founder: For where Cupid comes once 
to Reign, the firſt Act he makes, is for 
the baniſhment of all Baſeneſs and Avarice. 
Rufina and Garay had agreed * 

| that 
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that he ſhould come to her, when he were 
ſure the old Merchant was abroad, and 
that he ſhould Diſguiſe himſelf like a Beg- 
gar, that he might not be known; nor any 
Soſpicion be conceived of him. She had 
Studied ſeveral ways to chouſe the Miſer of 
ſome Part of his Treaſure, but could not 
fix on any one ſhe thought might prove 
effectual; the Chamber where it was lock'd 
being extremely fortify'd: She had con- 
tinu'd there three Days ere ſhe had either 
ſeen or heard from Garay, and during the 
time, ſhe expreſs'd ſo great a diſcoment, 
as put Marquino to much Trouble; in re- 
gard it kept him from making thoſe free 
Diſcoveries of his Love, which he wonld 
otherwiſe have done: In the mean time 
Rufina, who watch'd all occaſions, cun- 
ningly diſcover'd the Place where the old 

Man hid the Keys of his Iron cheſts. 

Marquino went, according to his Cuſtom, 
into the City, which being obſerved by 
Garay, he comes to his Houſe in Beggars 
| weeds, as they had agreed together, with 
| two Crutches. Being got under the Win- 
| dow, at which Rufina was looking out, he 
degg d an Alms of her; ſhe threw him 
down ſomething, and asK'd him whence 
he came? Whereto Garay anſwering that 
he was of Granada, ſhe ſeem'd to be ex- 

| tremely » 
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tremely glad, and thereupon turning to the 
Gardiner's Wife, Let us go down a little into 
the Garden, (ſaid ſhe to her) this poor fellow 
is come out of my Country, I would fain have 
ſome Diſcourſe with him, to know what. News 


be has brought thence, The poor Woman 
ſuſpecting nothing, made no difficulty to 
let him into the Garden, Xuſina ask d him 
how long it was ſince he had left Granada? 
Whereto he anſwering about nine or ten 
Days; She continu'd her Queſtions fo long, 
that the Gardener's Wife weary of their 
Diſcourſe, and having ſomething elſe to 
Being rid of her, they con- 
ſider'd what was to be put in Execution 
the Night following, and agreed upon the 
Courſe they were to take, to poſleſs them- 
ſelves of Marquino's Treaſure. That 
done, Garay departed, and Ruſina went up. 


to her Chamber, telling the Gardener's 
Wife, ſhe had underſtood ſo much from 


that poor Fellow, concerning her Affairs, 
that it would nat be long ere ſhe return'd 
into her Country. The Gardener's Wife, 
and Maid were little pleas'd to hear that 
News; as fearing their-Maſter would, up- 
on her Departure, re-aſſume his niggardly 
Humour, and keep as miſerable a Houſe as 
he had done before ; nay perhaps put him- 
felf and all the Servants to a greater Pen- 

ance. 
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ance in their Diet, to get vp what had 


been ſquander'd away during her aboad 


there. > 
Marquino being come home found Rufina 
that Night more chearful than at any time 


before; which gave him the Confidence to 
acqualnt her more freely with his Love 


than he had done, and to aſſure her of the 
diſquiet he was in upon her Account. Ru- 


fina ſeemed not to take it amiſs, nay by a2 


greater Familiarity than ſhe had expreſs'd 


towards him before, ſhe rais'd in him ſome 


hopes of ſeeing his Deſires fatisfyed, 


Whence the old Dotard began to preſume, 


that the Fort would in a ſhort time be ta- 
ken, upon reaſonable Terms: Upon this 
Preſumption, he beſtow'd on her a Ring, 


which he bad purpoſely bought for her, 
wherein was a Diamond worth about an 
hundred Crowns, ſet about with little 


Rubies. The Lady gave him many thanks 
for ſo Noble a Preſent, and in requital 
promis'd him a Leſſon on the Late, to 
which ſhe Sung ſome new Aires; though 
ſhe quarrell'd at the dulneſs of the Inſtru- 
ment. Marquino promis'd her a better the 
next Day. They parted from that time, 
but with different thoughts, Marquino de- 
ſtrous to obtain thoſe Favours he expected 
from Rufina, and to oblige her thereto by 


Preſents, 
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Preſents, which overcome the greateſt 
Difficulties; and Rufina contriving how 
to compaſs the Robbery ſne intended. 

The next Day, Garay (a Perſon of great 
Experience in ſuch Deſigns) got ſome o- 
thers of the ſame Profeſſion to carry on the 
Work, and having obſerved Marquino 
going into his Houſe, they ſtay'd till he 


were gone to Bed, which was ſomewhat 
late: For Rufina, who held a Correſpon- 


dence with them, had purpoſely kept him 
up. About Midnight, Garay and his 


Comrades brought a thing that had the Fi- 


gure of a Man, ſtuff'd with Straw, having 
about him a Cloak, which caſt over his 
Shoulder, cover'd his Face. This they 
pitch'd over againſt the principal Window 
towards the Garden, which was that part 
of the Houſe where Marquino Lodg'd, and 
left it there faſtned npright to a Stake 
they had thruſt into the Ground. The 
Night was ſomewhat dark, and ſo the more 
proper for their Deſign, Having plac'd 


"that Figure, (as I told you) they knock'd 


at the Door ſo loud that it might have 
been heard from one end of the Garden 
to the other, Marquino awaken'd thereby, 
leaps out of his Bed; it being ſtrange 
to him to hear ſuch Knocking at his Gar- 
den-door, at ſuch an unſeaſonable time, 

as 
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as being a thing had never happen'd to him 


before. He call'd up his Servant, and bid 
him ſee who-Knock'd at the Door: The 
Servant went out between fleeping and 


waking, to ſee what the matter was, calling 


as loud as he could, Who knocks there ? 
But no Body anſwering, and he not mind- 
ing the Figure that ſtood in the Garden, 
told his Maſter that there was not any 
Body. Marquino upon that got into Bed 


again and compos'd himſelf to reſt, but it 


was ſoon interrupted; for Garay knock d 
more violently than he had done before, 
which aſtoniſh'd him the more, and oblig'd 
him to ſend down his Man a ſecond time, 
to ſee what the matter was: Bringing his 
Maſter the ſame Account as he had done 
before, he got up himſelf, puts his Cloak 
about him; and calls at the Window, Who 
knocks at my Door thus unſeaſonably? Where- 
to no anſwer being made, he grew the 


more enraged but looking a little more 


earneſtly about the Houſe than his Man 
had done, he perceiv'd the Figure planted 
before his Windows. Marquino was ex- 
tremely affraid, at the Sight of a Perſon, 


who, as he thought, knockt at his Door, 
yet made him no Anſwer ; and aſſuming 


more Courage than he was naturally Ma- 
| er of, he ſaid to him very loud: 775 


baſely 
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baſely done of you, Sir, to abuſe me thus, you 
ſhall find 1 am not a Perſon to ſuffer it; pray 


| keep on your way, and diſturb not my reſt any 


more if you think not you're invulnerable, and 
a brace of good Bullets will make no impreſ- 
ſion in your inchanted Skin. 

Having made that Bravado, he ſhut to 
the Window and went to Bed ; but he was 
hardly got warm in it, ere they began to 
knock more violently than they had done 
before ; which obliged him to take a Fire- 
lock, which he always kept ready charged 
for the ſecurity of his Money. Opening 
the Window, he found him Rill in the 
ſame Poſture, who would not have ſtirred 
out of it, had he not been forc'd out by 
ſome other means. MWhat obſtinacy of Im- 
pudence is it in you, (ſaid he to him very much 
incenſed) to Authorize a Miſchief, you are 
nothing the better fir, in thus diſturbing my 
Reſt ? *Tis impardonable, and deſerves an Ex- 
emplary Chaſtiſment ; be gone immediately 
from my Door, or Tſhall ſend you going the next 
way, Wherevpon, cocking the Fire-lock, 
and aiming at him, and the other never 
ſtirring, as it were outof a Preſumption, 
that he believ'd he had not any Fire-arms, 
whereby he might make good his Threats : 
He gave him notice the third time, that 


he ſhoyld not oblige him to offer a Violence 


which 
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which he was very 8 to do. At 
laſt perceiving he minded not any thing he 
ſaid, but as it were defy'd him, he reſolv'd 
to give Fire, not only to fright him, but 
if he could to hurt him. He diſcharg'd off 
his Piece and ſhot the Figure, which fell to 
the Ground : Upon which Garay, who was 
not far off, cries out with a doleful Tone, 
O God I am killed, and immediately he and 
his Comrades made a great noiſe at the 
Sight of a Man ſo unfortunately Murdered, | 
Marquino extremely troubled at what 
he had done, it being obſerv'd, that Co- 
vetous Perſons are for the moſt part Cow- 
ardly, and very much fear whatever may 
occaſion their Loſſes. He ſhut the Win- 
dow, and in a great fright awaking Rufina, 
(who had greater things to mind than 
Sleeping) told her what he had done, She 
ſeem'd to be extremely troubled at it, 
and much blam'd him, that he had exe- 
cuted ſo cruel a Reſolution. For ſince he 
knew himſelf to be ſafe enough in bis own 
Houſe, he might have ſuffered them to 
knock at his Door, till they bad been wea- 
ry; that he had better have endured that 
Noiſe, and loſt a little of his Reſt than be 
in the Trouble he was in, to be the Occa- 
ſion of a Man's Death. She added ſeveral 
2 Reaſons, which ſo confounded Wo. 
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Marguino, that he knew not what to do. 


She advis'd him for his Safety, to go im- 


mediately and take Refuge in the Monaſte= 
ry of St. Bernard; it being certain, that 
if the Dead Perſon were found there the 
next Morping, he would be carried to 


Priſon, as being Murdered. ſo near his 


Houſe. 


Marquino was ſo perplexed, that he 
wiſh'd he had never been born; and it is to 


be imagin'de that if Rufina had not been 


very highly concern'd to Diſſemble upon 


this Occaſion, ſhe would have dyed with 
laughing. He rais'd up all his People, 
and told them what had happened, and all 


blam'd him, for his being ſo forward to 
commit ſoch an Action, which made the 


poor old Dorard almoſt Mad. He ima- 


gia'd himſelf already apprehended, his 


Money carryed away, and but a ſmall mat- 


ter between him and Hanging: At leaſt if 


he were obliged by Tortures to Acknow- 
ledge his Crime, never conſidering that it 
was pardonable for one Man to kiil another 


in his own Defence; At laſt hereſolv'd to 
go to St. Bernard's Monaſtery ; but knew 


not how to diſpoſe of his Money. He 
thought it no Prudence to leave it at the 
diſcretion of his Servants ; to carry it to 
a Friend's Houſe (in caſe he had any, for 
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Perſons of his Humour have very few) he 
had not time. In this Diſtraction he defir'd 
.-Rufina to adviſe him: She ſeeming very much 
-troubled, and no leſs fearful than he, pre- 
tended ſhe could not tell what to adviſe him; 
but after a little pauſe ſne gave him that Ad- 
vice, which ſhe had prepared long before, 
and he follow'd it. She ask'd him what 
- Money he might have in the Houſe ? He 
Ingenuouſly confeſſed that he had about 
Four thouſand Crowns in Gold, and ſome- 
| what better than half the ſaid Sum in Silver. 
| tell you what Sir, I would do, were I in 
your Caſe, (ſays the cunning Gipſy) (/ance 
zit cannot be carryed to a Friend's Houſe with- 
out being ſeen) I would bury it in the Garden, 
in ſome Place, where you may afterwards find 
zit, by ſome Mark you ſhall ſet to that purpoſe. 
This you muſt do your ſelf, ſo as that your very 
Servants may not know any thing of it, leſt 
| «they be tempted to prove falſe to you; for the 
| Times are ſuch now, that a Man muſt have a 
| Care whom be truſts, | would ajſiſt yau herein, 
| and keep your Counſel, were it not that I am 
afraid, when the Search comes to be made, and 
be left here, I ſhall be the firſt taken; and 1 
would be loth to run my. ſelf into that hazard, 
baving but juſt eſcaped thoſe I have acquainted 
ou with. In the midſt of his Affliction, 
Marquino was troubled to perceive by bis 
a 9 Gueſt's 
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'Gueſt's Diſcourſes, the Diſturbance ſhe 
was in upon his Account; and what ſtruck 
him moſt to the heart, was, that he ſaw 
himſelf upon the point of loſing her. This 
Conſideration forc'd from him not only 
Tears, but alſo bitter Exclamations, a- 
eainſt the Malicious. Croſlneſs of his For- 
tune. Ruſina deſired him to be of good 
Courage, perſwading him to do as ſhe ad- 
viſed him, and hope the beſt. So that 
having commanded all his Servants to-go 
to their ſeveral Chambers, and not to ſtir 
thence; he and Rufina, whom only he durſt 
truſt, went to the Place where the Money 
was. It lay in a huge Cheſt, covered all 
over with Iron-Bars, and the Keys. were. 
ſo extraordinary, that it was impoſſible 
to Counterfeit them, or to get a piece 
thence by any other wile than wkat was 
invented by our ſubtil Ferret. 
They firſt took out all the Silver, and 
then put the Gold into a little Box, and 
having brought all into the Garden, they 
made two holes, at ſome diſtance one from 
the other, in one whereof they put the Sil- 
ver, and in the other the Gold; ſetting a 
Mark that they might find the Place again. 
Marquino took along with him Two hun- 
dred Crowns in Gold, and gave Rufina 
Fifty, to ſhift for her ſelf, till the Buſi- 
op E 2 neſs 


— 
3 ng. nd v2 OI | 


( — — —— tn a Eu . 
. 


ä 
r . ³ ³· W ⅛ »ͥñp]. wm —˙ mn res oe 
s 


—_—. _ : 
-neſs was over. That done, they went up 
into the Houſe, whence they might ſee ſe- 
veral Perſons walking with a Light; *twas 


SGaray and his Comrades, who repreſented 


the Magiſtrate, which Ruſina ſhewing him, 
adviſed him to make all the haſte he could, 
together with her to St. Bernard's. To 
do that, they got over the Garden- wall, 
as being afraid to open the Door; for they 
perceived the Actors of this Comedy kept 
a Watch there with ſuch Authority, as if 
they had been really the Officers of Juſtice. 
All Marquino's Family followed him. over 
the Wall, fearing they might come into 
Trouble for their Maſter's Fault. Mar- 
guino and his Miſtreſs lurk'd ſomewhere 
thereabouts, till it was Day, that they 
might have the Church. door open to get 
into the Monaſtery. Gray was hard by, 
to ſee what became of Marquino and his 
People. Finding he had left his Houſe, 
and got into the Monaſtery with Xu na, 


he went about an Hour after Sun- riſing to 


St. Bernard's, in the Habit of a Secular 
Prieſt, that he might the better ſpeak to 
Rufina. She told him how things ſtood, 


and how they had bury'd the Money in the 


Garden, and that it was all in Silver ; con- 
cealing the Gold which She meant to re- 
Frye for her ſelf. | r 
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SGaray and one of his Comrades went 
next Night along with Rufina, Diſguiſed 
in Man's Cloths to the Garden. They 
helped her over firſt, to go and fee whe- 
ther there might be any Body in the Houſe, 
but all were vaniſhed as if the Houſe had 
been viſited with the plague. - She there- 
upon call'd Garay and his Companions, and 
having taken up the Silver, they carry'd it 
away, and took up their Quarters at one 
of the fartheſt Inns of the Suburbs. Ha- 
ving been merry a while, and drunk their 
own Healths, and to the good Succeſs of 
their future Deſigns; they went all to 
Bed, the two Men together, and Rufina 
by her ſelf. As ſoon as ſhe found they 
were aſleep, ſhe puts on the fame Habit, 
and returns to the Garden, Where, be- 
ing come, ſhe took up the little Box of 
Gold, and without any Diſaſter got ſafe 
to the Inn before her - Companions a- 
wak'd.. „ * 
The next Day, having divided the Sil- 
ver, whereof ſhe and Garay had the beſt 
Part, and ſowed up the Gold in her Cloths, 
ſhe left Sevil, taking Garay along with her 
who finding what Advantages he might 
make of her Company, reſolved to run 
Fortunes with her. They took their way 
towards Madrid, to which Place they will 
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not be long a going, and now let us ſee 
what is become of Marquiuo, whom we left 


in St. Bernard's Monaſtery. 


Having continued there four Days after 
Rufina's Departure from him, he knew not 
what to think of her that ſhe came not a- 
gain, as ſhe had Promiſed. He addreſs'd 
himſelf to one of the Monks, who had. 
great Acquaintance in the City, and in- 
treated him to enquire, what Proceedings 
there might beagainſt him, upon the Mur- 
der he had committed. The Religious 
Man promiſed him an Account of it; but 


having enquired at thoſe Places where he 


thovght he might moſt probably hear ; 
no body could give him any Satisfaction. 
He thereupon told Marquino, that he: 
might ſafely go abroad, and needed not to 


fear any thing. He went out one Night 


to a Friend of his, whom he acquainted 
with all that had paſt, as alſo the great 
perplexity he was in; deſiring him to make 
a more particular enquiry into the Buſi- 
neſs, than he thought the Religious Man. 
had done. He did fo, and gave him the 
fame Account as the other. Yet would not 
that ſatisfy him, but he muſt Deſire bis 
Friend to go to his Houſe, whereof he 
gave him the Maſter key. At his Requeſt 
he went, and Found it without any Body 
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viſed him to come out of the Monaſtery, - 
and go home, and thence” about the Cty 


as he was wont to do. 


The Death of his Mule troubled him not 


much, ſo glad was he to find himſelf once 
more at Liberty: The only thing chat 


gave him any Diſquiet, was, that his 
Artemixa (under which Name Rufina went) 
came not to ſee him: But he imagined 
the Occaſion of it might be, that being a 
young Maid, ſhe had ſheltered her ſelf © 
ſome where, to keep out of the Hands of-- 
Js, or that perhaps ſhe might have. 


en met with by her Father, who, as he 


had told him, ought after her, He went 
to his Houſe, whither ſoon after, cama 
the Gardener and his Wife, and his other 
Servants. He goes into the Garden, and, 
notwithſtanding all the Fear and Diſtra- 
ction he had been in, remembred the Place 
where he had hid his Money, and was not 
a little glad to find the Mark where he had 
{et it: So that before he went to Bed, he 


reſolved to ſecure his Treaſure in its for- 


wer Garriſon, As ſoon as it was dark, 
he takes the Gardener with him, and a 
Lantern and Candle, and goes firſt to the 

E 4 Place, 


in it, and his Mule dead for want of* 
Meat, and Attendance. His Friend re- 
turned to him with this News, and ad- 
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Place, where the Silver was, and bids him 
dig. He did ſo, but there was nothing to 
be found; whereat, Marquino was ex- 
tremely ſurprized. He went thence to 

the Place where they had laid the Gold, 
and there they found as little; only Rufina 
knew what was become of all. He walked 


ſeveral turns about the Garden, with much 


Vexation ; imagining the Marks, might 
be miſplaced : But what in looking after 
the Marks, and what in digging, the 
Night flipp'd away ; ſo that at laſt de- 
ſpairing to find any "thing that Night, he 
2 himſelf like a Perſon diſtracted, 
The Gardener knew not what he looked 
for, not for what Reaſon he had brought 


bim thither. The poor Man reſolw'd to 


have a little Patience till the next Morn- 
ing; being ſtill in ſome hopes to find what 


he had hidden. 


He went to Bed, or rather to ſpend the 


Night in inſufferable Torments ; but as 


oon as it began to dawn, he got up, and 
having called up the Gardener, they re- 
turn'd to the Work they had been at the 
Night before. Having digged again at 
thoſe Places, where he was Confident he 
had laid the Money; all they could find 
was, that there had been two Holes made 


there before, and that Money or ſome- 
thing 


: ( 8x 
thing elſe had been hidden there, but all 
was removed, This Aſſurance made him 
run ſtark Mad, throwing himſelf on the 


Ground, running his Head againſt the 
Wall, and doing ſuch things as raiſed a 


Compaſſion in his Servants; who thence 
concluded that he had loſt his Money, 
and ſuſpected the feigned Artemiza, to 
have robb'd him, by the Orders he gave 
them to ſearch after her all over the City. 
But ſhe was far enough out of his reach, 
and had ſo well ſecured his Money; that 
it was not likely it would come into his 
Cheſts any more. He kept his Bed a good 
while, out of pure Madneſs, that he had 
ſo ſoon loſt, what had Coſt him ſo many 
Years Trouble and Pains to get together. 
The Robbery was ſoon divulged all over 
the City: Some who knew not his Humour 


pity d his Misfortune, but ſuch as had Ex- 
perience of his inſatiable Avarice were. 
not a little pleaſed to find him fo juſtly 


puniſhed. . 


The End of the Firſt Book. 
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_ the Second. 


WS ſoon as Rufina had doneher- 
Work at Marquino's, and 
had made a broken Mer- 
cbant of one, who was ac- 
counted the Wealthieſt a- 
+ bout Seꝛ il; ſhe thought it 


t Prudent to make any long Stay, for 
or of falling into the Hands of juſt ice, 
whoſe Officers would be abroad, upon the 


Sollicitations of the Party Robbed. She 


2 * 


was gone far enough out of the way, ere 


he was ſenſible of his Loſs; for the next 
Night after they had taken away the Mo- 


ney, ſhe and Garay hir'd two Mules, upon 
which they came to Carmona, which lies 
about half a Day's Journey from Sew}. 
They had taken up two Places in the Ma- 
drid-Coach, which was to paſs through 


that City, and take them up as it went. 
They alighted ar Carmona, at one of the 


beſt Inns, where Rufina, keeping out of 
Sight, was reſolved to expect the Coach, 
conſidering with her ſelf, what ſhe might 
come to n time, ſeeing, ſhe was now al- 
ready Miſtreſs of Four thouſand Crowns 
in Gold, in good double Piſtoles and Qua- 
druples, which was all that penurious 
* had gotten together, dur ing his 
whole Life, with much pains taking, and 
many a hazardous Venture into the moſt re- 
mote Climates. And herein, you may 
behold, the exemplary Puniſhment, which 
many times happens to thoſe Miſerable 
Wretches, who become the Slaves of their 
own Wealth. And what infinitely adds 
to their Misfortune, is, that People are 
more apt to rejoy ce at it than bemoan it: 
For how can they expect that others ſnould 
entertain any Kindneſs for them, when 
they themſelves have not any but for = 

N they 
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| they lay up in their Cheſts? Rufina there-- 


fore impatiently expe&ed the Coach which 
was to carry her to Madrid, there to live 
at her Eaſe, with the booty ſhe had got, 
hoping to be there as in a great Sea which 
received all the World. 

The Coach came at its uſual time to 
Carmona, There were in it already fix. 
perſons: A Gentleman, and his Lady, a 


Prieſt, two Univerſity-ſcholars, a Ser- 


vant belonging to the Prieſt; and a young 
Ead about fifteen. Years of Age. They all 
knew, that there were two Perſons to be 
taken in at Carmona, who had pay'd ſome- 
what extraordinary for the beſt Places: 
They accordingly reſign'd them as ſoon as 
they perceiv'd their coming towards the 
Coach: Garay, who was a very Civil and 
Obliging Perſon, would needs recommend 
His intereſt in the Place to the Gentleman's 

Lady, whom he ſeated on the left fide of 


Rufina, and ſat himſelf in the fore-part of 


the Coach with her Husband. 


All being placed to their Content, they 


left Carmona on the Monday Morning ; it 


being in September, when moſt Fruits are 
mips. All thought it a great happineſs, 


that they had met ſo good Company; bur 
Rufina and Garay had another ſecret Satis- 


; Ons, ariſing from the thought of the 


good 
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good Prize that had brovght them into 
that good Company. The Gentleman was 
a Perſon of ExcelJent Diſcourſe, the Prieſt 
of a very Sociable and Jovial Humour, and 
the two Young Scholars made it appear, 
that they had not miſpent their time at 
the Univerſity; every one being deſirous 
to make the beſt Diſcoveries he could of his 
Abilities. The. Prieſt took occaſion to 
inform them that he was going to Court, 
to get a Privilege, to put two little Pieces 
of his into the Preſs, being ſuch as (ſome 
Friends of his had a: ured him) he ſhould ob- 
lige the World in the Publication of. The 
Gentleman, who ſat next him, wasa Perſon 
acquainted with Letters, and they expreſs'd 
a great Curioſity to know what they might 
treat of. Doctor Mank ſalvo, (ſo was 
the Prieſt called) told him they were Books 
of pleaſant Dialogues and Stories; repre- 
ſenting to him, that things of that kind, 
were kindly received at Court; that one 
of them contain'd ſeveral Novels, and the 
other a Collection of Poems Writen by 
him, during his Reſidence at Salamanca. 
He told them withal, that if they thought 
it not tedious, he would entertain them 
with ſomewhat out of the former, when-. 
ever they ſhould be at leiſure to give. him: 
Attention. 

Rufina, 
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_ Rufina, who was a great Lover and Rea» 
der of ſuch pieces, intreated the Doctor, 
if it were no trouble to him, to read one 
of his Novels; promifing her ſelf, from 
the aſſurance ſne had of his Excellent Parts, 
that the Style, and Concept ions would be 
anſwerable to the Worthineſs of the Au- 
thor. 1 have endeavour d all I could, Ma» 
dam, (ſays the Doctor to her) to conform 
my ſelf to the Style now us d at Court: My 
Proſe is free from Affectation, and conſequent» 
ly, will not weary the Reader, nor are the 
Conceits ſo flat as to produce that Effect. I 
make it my Buſineſs to give my Writings that 
Life and Smartneſs, which may raiſe in the 
Reader an Earneſtneſs to know the Period of 
the Adventures. I Write as I ſpeak, becauſe 
I ſee Men love thoſe things that are. Natural, 
better than thoſe which ſmell of too much Study, 
and Affectation. And take it from me as a 
thing very certain, That it requires a certain 
meaſure of Confidence for any Man to Write, 
as the times go now; which proceeds hence, that 
ſo mam Excellent Wits buſy tbemſelves in Wri- 
ting, and Publiſh things as Admirable as In- 
genious, and not only Men, who profeſs Let- 
ters, but alſo ſome Women, The Doctor 
having ended this Diſcourſe, took out 
his Book of Novels, and the Company hav- 
ing compoſed themſelves to Silence, and 
Attention; 
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Attention; he entertain d them with that: 


which follows. 


Valentia, one of the moſt Eminent Cities 
of Spain, the Nurſe of fo many good Fa- 
milies, the Center of Ingenions Spirits, 


and the ſacred Receptacle of the Bodies of 


divers Saints, gave Birth unto Don Prin 
cipio, a Perſon of Noble Extraction, Young, 
and Maſter of all thoſe Excellent Qualities, 
for which Men are either lov'd or admired... 

Having left his Country about twelve 


| years before, in the Company of an Uncle 


of his, who had the Command of a Troop: 


of Horſe in Flanders; he behav'd himſelf: 
with ſo much Gallantry in thoſe Parts, 


that he was ina ſhort time advanc'd to be 
Cornet, under his Uncle, who dying, he 
ſopply'd his Place, and ſo continu'd twelve 
years in the Service of his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty, Philip the Third, againſt the re- 
volted Provinces of the Low- Countries. 


He was at laſt in Compenſation of- his Ser- 


vices, Honoured: with the Order of St. 
James, with the. ordinary: Allowances be- 
longing thereto. 

During that part of the year, which 
makes a kind of Cellation of Arms in thoſe 
colder Countries, his aboad was in the 
City of Autwerp, where, by certain Let- 
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ters from Valentia, he receiv'd the News. 
of his Father's Death, which made him, 
being the eldeſt Son, Heir of a very con- 
ſiderable Eſtate. He might indeed now 
have lived plentifully on his own, and 
purſued his Pleaſures, as many other 
young Cavaliers did, who place all the 
Felicity of this Life in the Infamous En- 
joyments thereof: But he, a Dutiful Son 
of Honour, choſe rather to continue the 
Exerciſes of War, and ſerve his Country, 
than by a ſudden Exchange of Enjoymeats, 
to blaſt his Reputation, and incurr the 
Reproach of a Perſon impatient of Hard- 
ſhip, and guilty of Effeminacy. This 
Conſideration diſcovers him to be much 
more ſtaid than thoſe young Gentlemen, 
who prefer whale Skins, the ſhameful 
Blandiſhments of Eaſe, and the warmth of 
their own Fires, before the Honour, 
which a Perſon truly deſerving that. Name 
ſhould endeavour to purchaſe in the Ser- 
vice of his Prince. : . 

But Don Principio conſidering. withal, 
that he could not, upon this News of his 
Father's Death avoid taking a Journey to 
Falentia, to order the Diſpoſal of his E- 
ſtate; hedeſir'd leave todo it, of n moſt 
Serene Highneſs the Arch-Duke Albert, 
who finding the juſt Occaſion he had to go, 


| (#59) 
eaſily condeſcended, proffering him, at his 
return, what Advacement he could rea- 
ſonably expect; which oblig'd him to 
make the more earneſt Promiſes to come 


back into Flanders, contrary to the Pre- | 


ſumptions of many, who imagin'd that he 
had made an Exit from the Military Stage, 
thence-forward to follow the more plea» 
ſant Divertiſements of a Civil Life. 
Being come to Valentia, where his Re- 


lations and Friends kindly entertain'd him, 
he began to order the Management of his 


Affairs, not trifling away his time in un- 


profitable Diverſions, whereto young Men, 
are but too much addicted. For though 


he were a Soldier, yet was he no Lover 


of Gaming, a Diſpoſition for which he 
was much to be commended, conſidering 


his Age and Quality: In as much as Gam- 


ing Occaſions a thouſand Misfortunes, and 


unhappy Accidents, whereof there had 
happen'd not a few at Yalextia, Nor was 


Dion Principio as yet any way inclin'd to 


Love, though he could not want Occaſions 
to expreſs his Courtſhip, and to ſhew how 
far he had ſtudied the Myſteries of Loveand 


Eloquence ; ſince what added much to the 


Luſtre of that City, was the great number 
of fair Ladies, ſhining in it like ſo many 
Stars; but his moſt ordinary Employment 

Was 
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was the Exerciſing of his Horſes. of theſe 
he had four Excellent ones extremely well 
manag'd ; which he had bought in Anda- 


lu ia, and one which he rode a hunting 
the Bulls, according to the Cuſtom of the 
Country; ſhewing himfelf, at that Sport, 
more dextrous than all thoſe who were 
accounted the Braveſt in the City. 

*Tis a Cuſtom in Yalentia, that in the 


beginning of the Spring, for the ſpace of 


about Fifteen Days together, moſt of the 
Families of the City go about the Silk- 
Husbandry, which they have in the adja- 


cent Villages. One Day, Don Prinoipio 
rid abroad into the Conntry, through that 


delightful Plain, which is near a Garden 


nat far from Valentia, known by the Name 
ot the Monaſtery of our Lady of Hope; 


And having ſpent the whole Afternoon 


about thoſe pleaſant Gardens, refreſhing 


himſelf with the ſweet Scent of the Flowers 


of the Orange-Trees, whereof there is 
good Store, thereabouts ; (the Sun being 


fo far declin'd, that it ſeem'd to be equally 
divided between us and our Antipodes) 
he paſſ'd by a Country-bouſe, nor far 


from the pleaſant River of Turia, where 


he heard, at a ſmall] diſtance, one playing 


on a Lute, ſo well, that he thought he 
had not heard any. Muſick comparable to 
| it 
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it before. He ſtopp'd his Horſe, imagi- 
ning the Perſon playing on that Inſtrument 
ſo excellently, might alſo ſing to it. He 
expected a while with much Impatience; 
but the Muſicianeis putting the Inſtrument 
into ſeveral different Tunes, did not what 
he ſo much deſir'd, which was to hear 
her Voice. In the mean time Night came 
on, and Don Principio extremely delighted 
with the Place he was in, gave his Horſe 


to his Laquey, and commanding him a 
little diſtance off, he ſtaid alone, under 


the green Balcony, whence the Moſick 
came, to find out who made it. But he 
had not waited long, e're he could per- 


ceive, by the light of the Moon, that it 
was a Lady, who being got into that 


Balcony to take the Advantage of a gentle 


Wind then blowing, began a-freſh her 
delightfn] Muſick on the Lute, whereto 
ſhe joyn'd that of an admirable Voice; 


ſinging an Air. which made an abſolute 
Conqueſt of that Heart, wherein all the 
Hardſhips of War had not made the leaſt 
Breach, Whence we may deduce this 
Remark, that Cupid can do more in a Mi- 
nute, than Mars in a Troy-Stege, To ſay 


the ſame thing again in other Words, the- 


Excellency of the Voice, and the tranſcen- 


dent Nimbleneſs of the Hand ; the Com-- 
pliance 
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pliance and Competition between them, 


to raviſh'd our young Gallant; that he 
wiſh'd ſhe might never give over, at leaſt 
not till he were ſatiated with that Nleaſure. 
Bur the Lady laid by her Inſtrument, and 
leaning her Breaft on the Balcony, though 
'twere Night, made a ſhift to ſee the 


| young Gallant, whom her Muſick had 


charm'd ſo long his Ears; who alſo per- 
ceiving her, would needs make his Ad- 
vantage of ſo bleſt an Opportunity, So 
that getting as near as he could he broke 
forth into his Compliment. 

How infinitely. happy muſt that abſent Sen- 
tleman be, Madam, (for in the Verſes ſhe 
fung ſhe bemoan'd the Abſence of a 
certain Perſon) who deſerves ſo Excellent 4 


Voice to bemoan bis Abſence | 1 ſhould be ex- 
tremely glad of his Acquainttnce, that I might 


give bim an Account of this good =; 
that he is ſo obligingly bemoan'd by ſo deſerving 
a Lady as you. ſeem to be. 

The Lady woadred to find her ſelf thus 


addreſs'd to, but recovering out of her Aſto- 


niſhment, though ſhe knew not the Perſon 


who had ſpoken to her, yet ſhe gave him 
this Anſwer, As to the Song you beard, 


Sir, you are not to imagine it Sung out of 
any tenderneſs I have. for ſome Perſon now far 


from * and tberefore 7 may * Jour 10 5 
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that trouble of making any Enquiry who it is, 
and conſequently of informing bim hom highly 
he is in my Favour, as you imagine, What 


aſſurance can I have of that, (ſays Principio) 


knowing, by what 1 bave heard from your own 
Mouth, the predominant Paſſion of your Soul ? 
How, I pray Sir, may you be concern'd in that? 
(ſaid ſhe to him.) Very much, (reply'd he) 
for the Enchantment of your Voice has been ſo 
powerful over him who bas heard it, that it is 
vot without Reaſon he requires Aſſurances of 
what he asks you, to prevent the Diſquiet, which 
be muſt otherwiſe expect. | 

She could not forbear lavghing at this 
Diſcourſe of Don Principio, and told 
him withal, that Women do prudently, 
when they are Flatter'd, not to believe 


any thing that Men ſay to them, in regard 


they never ſpeak Truth, repreſenting 
things, not as they really are, but as 
they appear to their beguil'd Imaginati- 
ons. | | 

Wherein, 1 beſeech you, (ſays Principio) 


do you think, Madam, that I have told you 


any thing ſhort of Truth? Miſtake me not, 
(reply*d ſhe) 7 don't charge you with a coming 
ſhore, but going much beyond it For you are 
ſo Prodigal of your Commendations of a Per- 
ſon you are very little acquainted with, nay, 
bave not ſo much as well viewed; that you 


muſt 
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muſt either laugh at my Simplicity, or think 
ome a great Admirer of my ſelf, if I ſhould 
credit what you ſay. To convince you of either 
your Errour or palpable Flattery, of many, 1 
need only give you this one Inſtance ;, that, 
when I my ſelf, and others whoſe Jud ments 1 
dare tru(t, think I do not ſing tolerably well, 
u would make me believe, that my Voice has 
raiſed you into Extaſies, when another would 
not bave a Minutes Patience to hear me. 
Nay, Madam, (reply'd Principio) take beed 
your Reproaches rebound not upon your ſelf, 
diſparage not your ſelf ſo far, and ſlight not 
Truth ſo mucb as to call ber by any other Name 
than her own: You have an admirable Voice, and 
the Subject of the Words you ſung muſt needs be 
ſuch; ſince it is not to be tmagin'd you ſuns 
them in vain. To make them Perfect, there 
needs only the mixture of a little Jealouſy, 
were it not that the happy Man, upon whoſe 
account thoſe Words were made, knowing 
your Werth, cannot give you ax. 
Upon this, the Lady remov'd from the 
Place where ſhe was, that ſhe might more 
.commodiovſly proceed ju her Diſcourſe 
with Don Principio, (though ſhe knew him 
not) for ſhe imagin'd he could not talk 
at that rate withont ſome ground'; which 
made her ſay to him, If you make any Com- 
pariſon between that Enchantment you Neale | 
| an 
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and the ſuſpicion you ſeem to have, I can aſſure 
you, that you are very well read in the Art of 
Flattery; and therefore, I beſeech you, attri- 


bute not a Melancholy humour, I am ſubject 


to, to any Regret occaſion'd by the abſence of 
any Perſon ;, for I was never yet troubled with 
any ſuch thing, and I think, ſhall not as long 
as I live. I would give all ] am worth in the 
World, (ſays he) conditionally, what you ſay 
were true, Would your hazard be very preat 


iu that? (reply'd ihe.) Very little, (ſaid he) 
conſidering the account upon which 1 profer it; 


but I ſhould ſay no leſs, were I poſſeſs'd of all 
the World, and think it well beſlow'd, I 
am extremely happy, (anſwers the Lady) to 
hear things ſo highly ſpoken to my Advantage; 
but I ſhould be tranſceudently vain, to imagine 
1 ſhould raiſe Love in any Perſon, before I am 
ſeen by him Nay 1 dare promiſe you, that 
if you had ſeen my Face, you would not, per- 
haps be ſo reſolute, My hearing cannot deceive 
me, (reply'd he) and I preſume, that the 
Perſon, u bo is ſo excellent to ſatisfy that auri- 
cular Part, may be the like in other Curioſities, 
which the envious Night permits me not a View 
of at preſent. And when you conſider, That 
in the Diſcourſe ] baue had with you, 1 have 
not talk'd of Beams, nor Splendour, nor us d 


1 thoſe Expreſſions, which they ſeem to hape 
ſtudied, who with affected Hyperboles, make 


it 
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it their buſineſs to flatter, and abuſe Ladies 
you ſhould in ſome meaſure aſſure your ſelf, that 
I begin to conceive an unfeigned Paſſion for 

Ou. : 
7 Well to humour yon à little, (ſays ſhe) 1 
bave ſome Inclination to believe you, which will 
be much confirm'd, if you tell me who you are. 
1 bave 4 deſire, (ſaid he to her) firſ# to 
deſerve it by my Services, that in caſe there 
may be any thing wanting in me, as to Ouali- 
N J hope to render you, may ſupply the 
Defect. | 

Nay, then 1 am ſatisfid, (ſaid ſhe) that 

you are a Perſon of Quality, when you bave 


| ſuch a diſtruſt of your ſelf. Pardon me, that 


J am forc'd to leave you; for I bear my ſelf 
call d to receive ſome Campany newly come 
into the Houſe, and if I ſhould not immediately 
be gone, ſome wonid come and find me here 
Do me the Favour then (ſays Principio) to 
give me leave to wait on you here to Morrow 
at this time, 1 know not whether it may be 
in my power, (ſaid ſhe to him) bowewer, do 
you not fail to come hither; and though ſome- 
thing may prevent my giving you the Meeting, 
yet ſhall 1 think my ſelf very much oblig'd to 
vou. I ſhall inf allibly expe you, (replies 
the Enamour'd Gallant) more fix d in my 
Reſolution, than the Stars, you ſee, are in the 


Firmament. Tour laſt Words, (reply'd ſhe) 
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if I cannot ſlcep to Night, will find my 
Thoughts a Diverſion to deceive the dull Sea- 


ſon; but when you come next, I beſeech you, 


be not ſo liberal of your Hyperboles ; Methinks 
they grate the Ear, and 1 think all that uſe 
them great Flatterers, and conſequently, no 


great Honourers of Truth; eſpecially conſider- 


ing, bow meanly I deſerve, 

Having ſaid this, and given him a very 
obliging Salute, ſhe got out of the Balco- 
ny; leaving Principio in a little Diſtur- 
bance, to fee that ſhe left him ſo ſoon; 
tor he was extremely taken, as well with 
the Excellency of her Voice, as that of 
her Diſcourſe: He had a great delire to 
know who ſhe was, and ſhe had the ſame 
Curioſity concerning him. For ſhe imme- 


_ diately commanded a Servant to follow 


him, and not to return till he had diſco- 
ver'd who he was, which he did, without 
much trouble; inaſmuch, as not far from 
thence, he ſaw him get up on Horſe- back, 
and knew him, and preſently return'd 
with News to his Miſtreſs, who was over- 
joy'd to hear it was Don Principio; of 
whom ſhe had heard ſuch Noble things, 
and ſeen behave himſelf ſo gallantly, at the 

Hunting of the Bulls, = 
Don Principio being come home, en- 
quir'd of a Neighbour of his, who tkar 
1 F Lady 


Lady might be, to whom he had ſpoken, 
and deſeribing to him the Place where ſhe 
liv'd, be underſtood, her Name was 
Donna Julietta, (the Sir-name for ſome 
reaſon I ſhall omit) a Lady of great repute 
In the City, and of extraordinary Endow- 
men. s, whoſe Underſtanding was equal 
to her Beauty, Daughter to one Don Spe- 
ranza Lopez, a Perſon of great Fame, for 
his long Service in the Wars; who having 
-quitted the Military Life, and Married, 
well advanc'd in Years, had left that Fair 
Daughter, who was then Fatherleſs, and 
Motherleſs, with a very inconſiderable 
Fortune; in regard >her Father's Eſtate 
conſiſted moſt in Penſions beſtow'd on 
im by King Philip the Second, in requital 
.of his Services. This Lady liv'd with an 
Aunt of hers, an. Ancient Gentlewoman, 
who for the moſt part kept her Bed, and 
was then retir'd to that Country- houſe, 
To look after her Silk-husbandry. 

Thus was Principio fully inform'd of all 
he deſir'd to know; and had a parti- 
cular Account of the Perfections, which 
made the City of Valentia full of Diſ- 
courſes of her Beauty, and Wit, which 
was ſuch, that the had the Reputation 
of Writing good Verſes, a Property very 
commendable in a Perſon of her Sex and 
Quality. 2 Principio 
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Principio had never ſeen her, aud under- 
ſtanding ſhe liv'd at that Country- houſe, 


his Deſire was the more inflam'd ; which 


made him ride abroad the oftener, hoping 
to be favour'd with ſuch another Oppor- 
tunity, as he had met with before ; but 
he had not that Happineſs a good while; 
her Aunt being ſo ſick, that ſhe could 
not ſtir ont of the Room where ſhe lay. 
About Fifteen Days afterwards, the Old 


Gentlewoman being a little recover'd, 


ſhe had the liberty ro go and ſee the Pro- 
ceſſion of a Nun, at the Royal Monaltery 
of Zaida, which was not far from the 
Country-houſe; at which Ceremony, all 
the Gallants of Yalentia, of both Sexes, 
were preſent. Donna Julietta came thither 
alſo, but having her Face cover'd witk 
her Mantle, and attended only by one of 
her Women, ſhe got into a little obſcure 
Chappel. e 
Principio on the other fide, who fail'd 
not to be there, hoping to meet her on 
whom he had faſten'd his Affections, 
wondring very much that he found her not 
among the other Ladies; and ſuſpecting 
ſhe might be one of thoſe who were retir'd 
into the Chappel, and had their Faces 
cover'd with their Mantles, he went in to 
them, with two other Friends, to whom 
„ „„ - he 
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"he ſaid, (preſuming it was ſhe as ſoon 
as he ſaw her) The new made Nun is not 
auch oblig'd to theſe Ladies, who retire to a 
Place, where they cannot ſee thoſe Ceremonies 
which all the reſt are ſo deſirous to bebold But 
T. attribute this indifference to the little incli- 


nation they have to become Nuns. Julietta 


was not a little pleas'd to ſee Principio, 
whom ſhe had before obſerv'd in the 
Church, and wiſh'd not ſo well attended 
as he then was. However, changing 
Her Voice, ſhe return'd him this An- 
Mer. | ö 
Being not invited to this Feſtival, we cannot 


_ «expe. the ſame Welcome as thoſe that are; 


and for the little Curioſity we diſcover to ſee 


tbe Ceremonies us d, at the Reception of 4 


Nun, having ſeen the like ſeveral times before, 

we do not mach mind this in regard the ſeeing 

of it but once, is enough to ſatisſie a Perſon 
anclinable to be a Nun, Nay, then I ſee, (ſays 
one of Principio's Friends) you are not one 
of their Number, wbo have a Deſire to enter 
anto that. Profeſſion, I have no anſwer to 
anale to you as to that, (reply'd ſhe): only 
to give you my Sentiments ; that a perſon 
aannet enter iuto this State of Life, unleſs they 
ace called to it by Heaven; a Favour I do not 
yet find my ſelf to be worthy of. We may then 


Creply'd Principio) inferr from this Diſcourſe 
SE of 


(Cowon 'F 
of yours, that you are not Marry'd, but deſs- 
rous to be ſo: What my Inolinations are, as 
to Marriage, (ſaid ſhe) I am not oblig'd to 
give you an Atcount, who are very far from 
being related to me ſo nearly, as that I ſhoutd- 
acquaint you with my Reſolution” in a Buſineſs 


of that Concernment : However, you' may ſa- 
tisfy us ſo far, Madam, (ſays Principio) 
as ta let us know, which Condition of Life you 
would rather chuſe. Which, J pray, Sir, 
would you adviſe me to? (ſays ſhe to him.) 
That of Matrimony, (ſays Principio.) What, 
whether I have the Accommodations requiſite 
to enter into that State, vr not? (reply'd ſhe.) 
If all be wanting, (ſays he to her) you mieſt 
endeavour” to forget your ſelf; for ſhe who is 
not born to be a Nun, and cannot be Married, 
muſt remain Neuter, as being uncapable of 
both, 1 could very well follow that Advice, 
(aid ſhe.) But if you pleaſe Madam, (ſays 
Principio) to diſcover what your Mantle per- 
mits us not to ſee, I will give you better Ad · 
Vice, _ SH) 1 

Coming up nearer to her, as if he were 
confident of that Favour, ſne met his De- 
ſires, and purpoſely gave him a full View 
of one of her fair Eyes, which Principio's 
two Friends alſo took notice of. I the 
Advice you intend to give me, (ſaid ſhe) 
ſhould: prove to my diſadvantage, twere better, 
1 Fo 5 
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F ſhould ſtill continue undiſcover'd, though to 
hear your Advice, I ſhould not think it much 
to anſwer your E xpeftation. That can do you 
no prejudice, (ſays Principio to her) in regard 
we bave obſerv'd ſome things which aſſure us, 
that you ought to chuſe the State of Matri- 
mony, in which you would make the Perſon you 
ſhould think worthy your Enjoyment, the Hap- 
pieſt Man in the World : Nay ere I know any 
more of you than I do already, I wiſh my ſelf 
the Perſon, Ter whom that Felicity is re- 
ſerv d, . 

His two Friends affirm'd the ſame thing 
on their own behalf, being extremely ſa- 

tisfied with her Wir, and the little they 
had ſeen of her Face. 

Can there be . any Happineſs com arable to 
mine (laid ine ) who have three ſuc bandfom 
Perſons at my Devotion, of whom it is in my 
Power to make one the Hapfieſt Man in the 
World ? Well Gemlemen, ſince you cannot e- 

pect I ſhoultl make a ſudden Choice in à Bu- 
55 meſs of tbis Concern, you will give me leave 
to examine your ſeveral Perfe@ions, that I may 
_ pitch upon bim, who in my Jud ment, may 
pretend to moſt. 

Upon that every one began to Celebrate 
his own Worth, and under value his Com- 
fetitors: They paſs d away ſome time in 


that pleaſant * without any 
| Offence 
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Offence taken; though the Place they were 
in ſhould have minded them, that ſome 
other Converſation would have been more 
ſuitable. But the young fellows of this 
age have no regard to any thing, but make 
the ſame uſe of a Church, as of a Trades- 
man's Shop to the great Scandal of Reli- 
gion. The Lady having had the Patience 


to hear what every one had to ſay on his 


own behalf; ſhe Anſwer'd them all toge- 


ther thus: I am fully inform'd of the Quali- 


ties, and Deſerts of Per ſons every way ſo c- 
cellent : I am now to adviſe with my Pillow, 
which of the three I ſhould preferr; though, to 
tell you the truth, I have, in a manner re- 
folu'd upon my Choice already; finding in my 
ſelf a ſtronger Inclination for one of the three, 
tban for either of the other two, The Perſon 
J mean, bas many excellent Qualities, but the 


particular inducement I have to tbin bim Wor- 


thy my Approbation, is, that I know bim to 
be a very great Wit; all 1 bave to object a- 
gainſt bim, is, that he fears I am already 
engag'd to ſome other, whence I infer he is Fea- 
lous, and conſequently of an ill Nature. Prin- 
cipio immediately apprehended ſhe ſpoke 
of him, reflecting on what had paſt in 
eg Diſcourſe the firſt time he had ſeen 
1. ; 
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The time being come for people to go 


out of the Church; the three Lovers out- 
vy'd one the other, to find out paſſionate 


Compliments to take leave of the Lady: 
Principio pur poſely ſtaying to be the laſt, 
only to whiſper theſe Words to her, 755 


too great a Tyranny, Madam, towards a Ser- 


want ſo paſſionately yours, in 0 long a time, 
not to vouchſafe him a full Sight of you. 7 
be ſeech you be more kind to him hereafter, leaſt 
your further Diſdain may have ſome fatal 
effects on bim. The indiſpoſition of an Aunt, 
(reply'd ſhe) whom 1 muſt conſtantly attend, 
J hope, you will think an allowable excuſe; and 


what ] tell you is much more true, than the 


Expreſſions you make to me of your Love ; but 
I will endeavour your ſatisfatiion, and put a 
Period fo your Complaints, when poſſibly you 


teaſt expect it. Principio had not the time 


to return her any Anſwer, and fo he part- 
ed from her, leaving her deeply in Love, 
and extremely deſirous to diſcourſe with 
him more at Leiſure. 

Some few Days after, Fortune favour'd 
her with an Opportunity to her own 
Wiſhes, at the ſame Balcony where he had 
ſpoken to her the firſt time. As ſoon as 
ſhe perceiv'd Principio ſhe came down, 
and they diſcours'd a long time together, 


without any interruption. * Effect 
this 


A 
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this Interview and long Conference, upon 
Principio, was, that his Love, which before 
was little better than kindled, now broke 
forth into a Flame. Jalietta came not 
much behind him, yet had that command 
of her Paſſion, as not to grant him the 
oreateſt Kindneſs that can happen be 
tween Perſons of different Sexes ; though 


it were out of this only Reflection, that 


to have done it, at the firſt Interview, 
would have argu'd fuch a Compliance 
and eaſineſs of Nature, as no violence 
of Affection ſhould ever be able to ex- 
c_ | „ 

Principio, being now fully ſatisfi'd that 
Julietta was both a great Wit, and a great 
Beauty, writ ſeveral Love-letters to her; 
and the better to expreſs bis Paſſion, he 
alſo ſent her ſome Verſes of his own Com- 
poſure. Fulictta knew not that Principio 
among ſo many other Qualities he had 
acquir'd, was alſo skilful in Poetry, and 
conſequently was the more ſurpriz'd and 
ſatisfi'd therewith : Some of his Miſſires 
ſhe very modeſtly anſwer'd in theſe 

Terms. | eee, 
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The Letter. | 
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"7 Hoſe Commendations, which tranſcend tht 
1 Alerit of the Perſon, on whom they are 
ſtow'd, do rather Tnjure than Oblige, and 
diſparage. the Judgment of the Giver ; inaſ- 
much as the Receiver, thinking ber ſelf unworthy. 
tbe Honour, juſtly takes the Elogy for a Satyr. 
Tam not ſo much 4 ſtranger to my ſelf, but 
that I can diſtinguiſh between Flattery and: 
ruth; nor am I ſo poorly conceited of my ſelf, 
but that J think I deſerve ſomewbat of the 
Praiſes you give me. I ſhall think it an Obli- 
gation, if you abate ſome: part of what you tell. 
ame, and find out a mean between exceſſive 
Praiſes and Contempt; for the former my 
own. Imperfectiont adviſe me to look on as an 
Abuſe 5. I have no great Experience of your 
Diſpoſation, and therefore think. it not ſtrange, 
if 1 give not the. Credit you expect to your Poe- 
try, becauſe. it is the Language of Fiction; 


nor yet to your Proſe, becauſe it proceeds from 
"tbe ſame Author, who, tis very likely has read 
Nomances. Whetber tbey wert the Dictates of 


4 ſincere Affection, or an Obliging Compli- 
ment, it is only in the Power of time to diſcover, 


and withal to aſſure me, whether I am to. 
_ acknowledge yaur Civilit ies, or reſent the In- 


juries you bave done me. 
The. 


and take along with him this Anſwer. 


ſible what I feel; nay though out of Modeſty 


Cr7) 

The Fair Julietta found out an Expedient 
to convey this Letter into the Hands of 
Don Principio, her newly caught Gallant, 
who, deſirous to ſet himſelf right in the 
Opinion of his Miſtreſs, and to aſſure her 
of the Fluency of his Style in things of 
this kind, caus'd the Meſſenger to ſtay, 


The Anſwer. 
See, then, Madam, ſo that you procure” 
your own Satisfaction, your care not what 
Tnconveniences I may run into; ſince to be 
more moderate in your Praiſes (as you ſeem 
to Deſire ) cannot be without ſo much the greater 
prejudice to my Reputation; in that I think my 
ſelf far (hort of Tranſcendency in that particu- 
lar, and I am forc'd to bring in the exceſs of 
my Love, to ſupply the defects of my Poetry: 
That I may therefore be no more guilty. of ſuch 
a Crime, I will benceforth expreſs my ſelf in | 
Proſe, and in ſome meaſure do what you Com- 
mand me in your Letter, Tou will-find- it no - k 
great difficulty to believe me, if you were ſen- 


you pretend to be Ignorant of it, I-defy you 
to do it; unleſs withal you reſolve never to 
Conſult your Glaſs any more. Well, Madam, 
it may be the time of your Converſion is not © 
55 et 
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yet come; wben it ſhall,” your Eyes will be o. 
| pened, and you ſball find, That of all the 
5 Hearts, ſubdu d by the Charms of your Beauuy, 
[3 mine perhaps may be tbe leaſt, but, withal the 
moſt paſſionate Captive, Time, which gives 


tl all things their Birth, Perfection, and Period, 
[! (halt be the Touch» ſtone to try whether this be 
1 Truth. or Fiction; nay I leave it to the ſame 
| if old Gentleman to aſſure you of a thing, you yet 
it pretend to be Ignorant of, which is, That, while 
0 4 live, you ſhall be ſole Sovereign Miſtreſs 
5 and Directreſs of my Inclinations; and then 
it gerbaps good Nature, Gratitude, and Gene- 


wſity, will rather adviſe yon to acknowledge- 
ments of the Love I bear you, than a re- 
ſentment of the Injuries. you charge me mitb- 
al. | 


This Letter. gave Julietta that Satis- 
faction concerning her new Gallant, which 
ſhe expected: The frequent Viſits were 
continn*d on Principzo's fide, and the Epi- 
ſtolary Correſpondence on both ſides: S0 
chat the Inclination they had one to ano- 
ther, were by theſe degrees heightn'd into 
2a Noble flame of Mutual Love: His Mi- 
Kreſs commanded him above all things 
if to keep his Pretenſions to her, very Se- 
„ cret, which he inviolably Promis d to do; 
1 nay fhe was 1a ſcrupulous, as to that par- 
lll | . | ticular, . 


| 
i 
[ 
} 
: 


(ay 

ticular, that if in the Church, or ſome o- 
ther publick Place, her | Gallant did ſo 
much as caſt his Eye on her, in the Com- 
pany of ſome Friend, ſhe immediately 
imagin'd, that he acquainted him with his 
Paſſion ; and as if ſhe had heard all their 
Diſcourſe, ſhe faild not to ſend him a 
Letter concerning it, if ſhe could not ſee 
him time enough, that he might receive 
her Reproaches himſelf. Principio clear d 
himſelf the beſt he could, ſtill aſſuring her 
of the contrary ; and inflam'd with Love 
and Indignation, all he could do was to 
diſpel that Diffidence, which troubl'd him 
extremely; but the ſame Love, which is 
wont to reconcile the lefſer Differences 
and Diſſatisfactions, that happen between 
Lovers, help'd them alſo out of the 
greateſt and moſt difficult. Twas Prin- 
cipio's deſign to Mary this Lady, though 
her Fortunes were very low; but he de- 

lay'd the doing it, till he had effected a 
Buſineſs he was then engag'd to proſecute, 

His Uncle and himſelf had done the King 

very conſiderable Services in Flanders, for 

many years together, and he was then 

making his applications to his Majeſty for 

ſome Command in compenſation thereof; - 

and the obſtruQions and delays he mer 

with in that Affair contributed more = 

is 
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his after-happineſs, than the Expedi- 
tion could have done, as will appear 
anon, 


much leſs look up to her Window to be 
ſeen by her, and it was punctually obſerv'd 


by Principio, who was not known to have | 
given her a Meeting any where; but ſhe. 


herſelf was the firſt that forgot what the 
had enjoyn'd; it happen'd thus: During 
the time of the Carnaval, which in Va- 
leniia, is Celebrated with Maſquerades, 


Balls, Tiltings, and Diſguiſes, Principio 


had in ſome of theſe met with his Mi- 


ſtreſs ; yet without diſcovery of more 


than ordinary Kindneſs between them 
though they had talk'd, and danc'd toge- 
ther. One Evening after the Ball, there 
was to be a Meeting of certain Ladies, at 


vited : Prencipio and ſome other Friends 


and ſoon after her a Woman, very ſump- 


DZQu—u—Ü— ' ⸗ — —— ͥ — — 


Julietta had given Order, that he ſhould 
not be ſeen in the Street where ſhe lir'd, 


the Houſe of a Friend of Julietta's, to 
which ſhe with ſome others had been in- 


of his were to be there, not in order to 
any Ball, but only to diſcourſe: Julietta 
came there betimes before any of the reſt, 


tuouſly attir'd, attended by. two Gentle- 
men-Uſhers of ber own Retinue, whom 
her Mother. had. order'd. to wait on her, 


i 
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ro that Neighbour's Houſe, who was very 


much her Friend. Principio coming into 
the Room, was very kindly receiv'd by 


the Ladies then preſent, whom he endea- 
vour'd to entertain the moſt agreeably he 


could, till the reſt of the Company were 
come in. : : 

The Lady who came in laſt, roſe from 
her Sear to go and look upon a Piece of 
Tapiſtry, that was in the Room, wherein 


there were repreſented lighted Torches: 


The Admiration ſhe expreſs'd at the Ex- 


cellency of the Workmanſhip oblig'd Prin- 


cipio to come alſo to ſee it; there was Pen, 
Ink, and Paper upon the Table. Lucretia, 
(ſo was the Lady call'd) took the Pen in 


her Hand, and drew ſeveral ſtrokes upon 


the Paper: Principio took occaſion to com- 
mend all ſhe. did with ſuch high Compli- 
ments, that his Miſtreſs, who was already 


poſſeſs'd with a Jealouſy, to ſee him ſo 


near her, was almoſt ready to burſt with 
Indignation to hear them. He minding- 
only his own Diverſion in all he did, took: 


no notice of-it ; nay on the contrary, being 


acquainted with Lucretia, through her 


\ Brother's means, whom he often viſited, 


and a Perſon of much freedom in his Be- 


haviour, he continu'd his Gameſome Hu- 
mour, and ſnatched. out of: ber Hand a 
; 1 


| | | ( 112 i 
| Pen ſhe was making to Write withal; after 
HB which having daſh'd a little Ink upon her 
|! Hand, he Jeſtingly told her, that the 
i Blackneſs of the Ink never appear'd more 
It than it did then. She pretending to be 
Pi diſpleas'd at that Freedom, gave him a 
clap upon his Shoulder with her Hand, 


to get off the Ink ; but perceiving he 


[|| lavgh'd at the Revenge ſhe had taken, 
1 ſhe” gave him another harder than the 
i former, | | 
it Fulietta who minded their Jeſting more 
i than what was ſaid to her by the Miſtreſs 


of the Houſe, (with whom ſhe was then 
diſcourſing) ſtarts like a Fury from her 

Seat, and not conſidering what ſhe was 
a doing; gave Principio ſuch a Blow over 
the Face, that his Noſe bled : The poor 
Gentleman -was extremely ſtartled at it, 
and all he could do was to take a Handker- 
chief out of his Pocket, to receive the 
Blood; telling his Miſtreſs, very coldly, 
Well, Madam, you ſee I have kept the Secrit 
committed to my truſt ;, you bave firſt reveal'd 
it and iranſgreſsd the Law you have made 
your ſelf . Concluding this Reproach. with a 
low Bow, he quitted the Room, and 
went home. : 

Fulictta, had no ſooner given the: Blow, 
but ſhe was- infinitely troubled at it, = 


2. - 

ſo much out of the Reſpect ſhe bore to 
the Miſtreſs of the Houſe, 'who was her 
intimate Friend; as for her, who had oc- 
cafion'd her Jealoufy, In this Interval, 
her Siſters, vpon whoſe Account this 
Meeting had been appointed, coming in- 
to the Houſe, Julietta had the Opportu- 
nity to retire with her Friends into ano- 


ther Room. 


Being got together, only they two, Ay 
deareſt Julietta, (ſays her Friend to her) 
What do you think of * How are you grown 
another Perſon than what I have ever known 


you? I bade hitherto admir'd your Modeſty 


and Reſervedneſs ; bow you ſhould now be guil- 
ty of ſuch a miſcarriage in Behaviour, is the 
Matter of my Aſtoniſhment. The Action you 
bave done, afſures me, without your ſpeaking, 
what in many Words, you ſhould hardly have 
perſwaded me to. I was Ignorant of this 
Affection of yours, becauſe you ever kept it ſe- 
cret ; and ſince I know it by this Diſcovery, I 
am more oblig d to your Jealouſy, than your 
Friendſhip. Principio is a Perſon of Worth, 
and Quality; I am wery glad be is your 
Servant, you may bence forward publickly 
own him, for it is to no purpoſe to diſſem- 
ble. | | | 
Julietta was at ſuch a loſs, that ſhe knew 
not what to anſwer ; but having a little 
recover'd 


(4). 
recover'd her ſelf, I muſt acknowledge, de a. 
Madam, (reply'd ſhe) ſince this eruption of 
my Jealouſy and Indignation, bas betray'd me, 
that Principio is my bumble Servant; my 
inconſiderate Paſſion, has, to my Shame, diſ- 
_ Cover'd what I kept not only from your Know- 
ledge, but that of all others, I muſt acknow- 
ledge, I ſay, that Principio ſerves me with 
a violent Paſſion, which yet exceeds not the 
Affection I have for bim. I never ſaw him ſo 
indifferent, as he diſcover'd bimſelf in this laſt 
Action; bis familiarity with Lucretia touc hd 
me to the quick. That ſhort Fury, (which we 
commonly call Fealouſy } forc'd me to that ex- 
travagant diſcovery of my Love. Since what 
is paſt cannot be recall d, (ſaid her Friend 
to her) let us find out ſome Remedy, to alle- 
viate the Inconvenience; for it is not fit we 
ſhould be depriv'd of Principio's good Com- 
pany, nor be of the Pleaſure of this Meeting. 
Beſides, we ſhould not give Lucretia the time 
to make any Reflection on this Accident, or 
conceive Apprebenſzons which would prove diſ- 
advantageous to you. What is to be done in 
this Conjundure ? (reply'd the Jealous Lady) 
The only way I can think of, (ſays her Friend) 
is, immediately to write to him. She fol- 
low'd her Advice, and ſent him theſe. 
Lines. 


The 
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The Letter. 


Ealouſies, when they are really the Effeds 
Love, though expreſſed with ſome barſh- 
neſs, are rather to be accounted Favours than 
Aﬀronts, by a Lower, whoſe Son exhales a 
ſancere Paſſion towards his Miſtreſs, The In- 


jury I have done my ſelf in wounding my Re- 


fer vedneſs, is greater than the Violence you will 
do your ſelf in over-looking what is now paſt. 
It much concerns my Reputation, that you 
immediately return to the Meeting. But if 
you perſiſt in your Reſentment, you will have 
farther Occaſion, if the loſs of my Favour may 


give you any. 5 
A Meſſenger was immediately ſent with | 


this Letter to Principio, who expreſs'd 


much gladneſs at the Receipt of it; and 
v ithout any RecolieQtion, .obey'd his Miſ- 
treſs, as being ſatisfied in Mind, that no- 
thing difcovers a real Paſſion, more than 
Jealouſy, He comes very gayly into the 
Room where the Ladies were, which 
Lucretia perceiving was not a little trou- 
bled, for ſhe doubted not of his being in 
Love with Julietta, though ſhe thought ſo 


well of him as to wiſh he had rather ad- 
dreſs'd his Affections to her ſelf, 


Principia 


C216 
Principio finding himfelf in the Preſence 
of Julietta, thought it not requiſite to 
ſpeak to any other, e're he had firſt aſſu- 
red her of his compliance with her Deſires. 
Approaching her with a Graceful. Smile, 
he made her this Compliment, Madam, I 
have conſider d this Room with as much Reſpect 
as if it had been a Temple, and your Per fon no 
leſs ;, {ance it not only kept me from profaning 
the one, and offering any violence to the other, 
but alſo from reveng ing by that kind of Duel, 
which the Law permits between Gallants and 
their Miſtreſſes. Julietta reply'd, being ſo 
much, as I am, a Servant to Madam Lu- 
cretia, I have taken upon my Account the 
Affront you have done her, when ſhe would 
bave ſhewn you a Kindneſs ;, never thinking of 
any Law that permits a Man to revenge bim- 
ſelf of a Lady by way of Duelling. . 
Lucretia, knowing that that indiſcreet 
Action of Fulietta's proceeded meerly from 
her Jealouſy, would not be engag'd in. her 
Excuſe; ſo that ſhe very confidently made 
Anſwer thus: There was never ſo great a 
Familiarity between us, Madam, as might 
oblige you totake my Part with ſo much Paſſion, 
in an Occaſion wherein I ſhould not have wanted 
Confidence to revenge my. ſelf, But not know» 
ing any thing that ſhould oblige me to Jealouſy, 
and thinking not the Affront done to me ſo great 
: as 
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as you would perſmade me it were; my Pre- 
cipitation was not accordingly ſo great as yours. 
I am very glad you make me the Riddle of your 
Interpretations ;, let them be thought ſuch by 
whom you pleaſe, but for my part, I have al- 


ready given them an eaſy Solution, ſuch as none 


in the Company can be ignorant of, Julietta, 
not a little mov'd at the freedom of thar 
Diſcourſe, would have reply'd ; but the 
Gentlewoman of the Houſe unwilling 
the Difference ſhould go any further, in- 
terrupted them, and oblig'd them to ſit 
down ; for ſeveral other Ladies were 
coming into the Room. Principio, was 
that Night, not only very ſumptuous in 
his Apparel, but alſo full of excellent 
Diſcourſe ; inſomuch that there were few 
Ladies in the Company, who were not 
much taken with him, among whom Lu- 
cretia was the moſt concern'd of any. Her 
thoughts were full of what had bappen'd 


between her and Fulietta, and ſhe was now 


reſolv'd to uſe all the Artifices ſhe could, 
to get away that Gallant from her; 
wherein at laſt. ſhe had her Deſire, as the 
Story hereafter mentions. All the Fa- 
vours which Principio receiv'd of his Mi- 


ſtreſs, were pay'd by her with extraordi- 


nary demonſtrations of Affection; for in- 


deed the Lady had a greater kindneſs for 
| | him 
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him than any other; though at that very 
time ſhe lov'd another abſent Gentleman, {| 
whom ſhe had. granted more particular 
Favours than ever ſhe had Principio. For 
the Gallant then abſent had received of her 
by way of Kiadneſs, what in Matrimony 
is called due Benevolence, and conſe. 
quently had ſhe not been loſt to all Modeſty, 
ſhe would have kept the Promiſe ſhe had 
made him; ſince the breaking of that and 
her own Reputation were not diſtin& 
AQions. 1 ok = 
This Gallant of hers, whaſe Name was 
Don Frederick, Dorella, had: made a Journey 1 
to Madrid, to proſecute a Suit of Law a- 
gainſt the Count of Boceyna, his Uncle, for 
a conſiderable Eſtate in Lands, which at 
laſt was decided in a Sovereign Cauncil of 
Arragon. He was return'd to Valentia, 
with a Decree to put him into Poſleſſion: 
of the ſaid Eſtate which amounted ro Tw-O 
thouſand Crowns per Annum. Fulietta was 
extremely put to her Shifts, not knowing 
how ſhe ſhould keep in with both. theſe 
Gallants, and ſatisfy them at the ſame 
time. She conſider'd that her Honour was 
engag'd with Don Frederick, and her Love 
with Principio. Her Affections being fo 
much the more heightn'd towards the lat- 
ter in requital of his aſſiduous Attendances, 
hs as 


- 
—— 5 


( 119 ) 
as it was remitted towards the former, 
by Reaſon of his Abſence; a thing not 
at all to be wonder'd at, ſince moſt Wo- 
men mind only preſent Objects. | 
But as drowning Perſons will catch at any 


thing and the diſtreſs'd are commonly glad 


of any Advice; this Lady whom we re- 
preſented before, one of the greateſt 
Wits of her Nation, reduc'd to this Ex- 


tremity, muſt needs adviſe with a Maid, 
whoſe Fidelity and Secrecy, (he had great 


Aſſurance of; reſolving in her ſelf to find 
out ſome Expedient, whereby ſhe might 
make ſure of the one and not loſe the o- 


She receiv'd Don Frederick into the 
Houſe, in the Night, thinking ſhe could 


not civilly deny him the Reiteration of a 


Kindneſs ſhe had once granted him: And 
ſhe kept the other in hand with Love- 
letters, allowing him not to ſee her as 
often as he deſir'd, as well to add fuel to 
his Love, as that theother, whom ſhe was 


more oblig'd to favour, might have the 


freer Acceſs, Her excuſe to Principio was, 
that ſhe wanted not Over-ſeers; that her 


Friends were very ſhy in Point of Ho- 


nour; that one of them watch'd her Day 
and Night; and that the greateſt Pleaſure 


he could do her, was, to forbear paſſing 


through 
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0 the street where ſhe liv'd, till ſhe 
had aſſur'd him that the Coaſt was clear. 
Principio, who had really lov'd her, and 
ſuſpected nothing of the Impoſture, eaſi ly. 
credited all ſhe ſaid and Far obey d 
her. 

Don Federick, was willing to requite 
the Kindneſs he had receiv'd from her, by 
marrying her; but having a Mother alive, | 
who would not have been well pleas'd with 
that Marriage, he took Occaſion to put 
it off; hoping it would not be long e're 
ſhe. were remoy d out of the way, as being 
very ancient. So that he paſl'd away the 
time very jocundly with bis Miſtreſs, 
whilſt ſhe by her cunning Inſinuation and 
Artifices, endeavour'd to bring Principio 
into a Fool's Paradiſe, and make him be- 
lieve all proceeded from Affection. 

There happen'd about this time a Diffe- 
rence between Principio, and another Gen- 
tleman, of the moſt eminent about the 
City, whoſe Name was Don Renatus, as 
they were playing at Tennis. Some 
Friends interpos'd between them, and 
*twas conceiv'd they were made Friends; 
but the Reconciliation prov'd ſuch as nei- 
ther was ſatisfied. Principio was a Perſon 
of a Generous open Nature, grounding 
his Gallantry on the Employ ments he had 

in 
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ia Flanders; and imagining that no Man, 
having any thing to. ſay to him, would 
do it otherwiſe than by the ways of 
Honour. But his Adverſary conceiving he 
had more reaſon to be offended than the 
other, who had not expreſſed ſo much 
Reſentment, ſmother'd bis Malice, in 
hopes of an Opportunity, wherein he 
might revenge himſelf with Advan- 
rage. 

"Don Frederick, was gone to a certain 
Place in the Country, where he ſtay'd 
three or four Days. Fulictta who had a 
great Kindneſs for Principio, ſent him word 
to come to her Houſe in the Night, but 
fo ſecretly and with ſuch Caution that 
none might perceive it; inasmuch as the 
Freedom ſhe gave him, concern'd her Re- 
putation in the higheſt Degree. The A- 
morons Cavalier obey'd her in this, as he 
had done in many other things ſhe had 
commanded him, coming thither at ſuch 
Hours as it was not likely any ſhould ſee 
hn. | 

Thus by his Credulity he promoted the 
Deſigns of this deceitfull Woman, who 
would craftily make the moſt of both her 
Gallaats ; ſo that, preventing their being 
Jealous of one another, nay, knowing 
that they were Rivals, (he gull'd them both. 
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Had ſhe been free to make her own Choice, 


no doubt ſhe would have pitch'd upon 


Principio for ber Husband. But Frederick 
being afore-hand with her, ſhe could do 
no leſs, though it were only out of a fear 
to loſe him, and. prevent the Reproackes 
Fr might make her, than keep him {till 

n play, .and expect the performance of 
ey Promiſe he had made to Marry her, 
:as ſoon as his Mother were march'd off. 
But out of an apprehenſion that even then 
he might poſlibly break his Word with 
Her, ſhe thought it Prudence to give Prin- 
eipio alſo a little more Line. Upon theſe 
Conſiderations ſhe ſuffer'd her ſelf to he 
Courted by both. 

Principio being now more kindly enter- 
tain'd by his Miſtreſs than he had been, 


began to conceive a Hope to obtain of her, 
within a ſhort time, the grand Favour 


that can be expected from a Woman. But 
he reckon'd without his Hoſteſs; for it 
was her Fear that if ſhe oblig' d him in 
what he ſo much deſir'd, he might become 
abſolute Maſter of thoſe Inclinations, 


which ſhe had ſo dexterouſly divided be- 


tween them both. However, Principio 
paſs'd away the Time pleaſantly enough, 
during the abſence of Frederick; but as 
ſoon as he was return'd to Valentia, Ju- 


lietta 
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lietta began to put on a greater eſerved: 
neſs, and would not be fo much as ſeen by 
Principio. She made him ſuch plauſible 
Excuſes for it, that he, loving her as he 
did, believ'd all ſhe ſaid, though not 
without ſome Suſpicion, that there might 
be ſomething elſe in the Wind: Upon 
which account he often diſguis'd himſelf, 
that he might, undiſcover'd, viſit the 
Street where ſhe liv'd, in the Night. But 
he never could meet with any Perſon, of 
whom he might conceive any Jealouly ; 1 
yet that Diſguiſe did him a Courtely : For 
by that means be eſcap'd being diſcover'd 


by the Cavalier who {ought to be-reveng'd 


of him. That he met not with Frederick 
in that Street, proceeded hence, that Ju- 
lietta, fore. ſeeing all Inconveniences, had 


| order'd, that Frederick ſhould come to her 
Houſe, "through that. of a She-friend of 


hers, which was another Street, and had 


a Back-door, leading into a Garden, joyn- 


ing unto Julieta s, in whoſe Embraces 


he ſpent the whole Night. 


It happen'd, one Night, that Principio 
being in the Street where his Miſtreſs 
liv'd ; his Adrerſary, Don Renatus, at- 


8 tended by two of his Servants, comes into 
it by another way, being not well aſſur d 


it was he, they follow'd him at a diſtance, 
G2. being 
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wbeiog loth to do another that Miſchief 


which they only intended him, Principio 
at laſt obſerv'd them, and finding himſelf 


unfurniſhed with Piſtols, to deal with 
' Perſons who never went without them, as 


having only his Sword to defend bimſelf; 


be bethought bim to make the Signal he 
was wont at Julietta's Door, who as good 


luck would have it, was come down Stairs, 


after ſhe had put Frederick into Bed. She 


Jooks out at the Window, to fee what 


ther ſecond Gallant would have, who, as 


ſoon as he perceiv'd her, deſir'd her im- 


mediately to open the Door, otherwiſe 


he was a dead Man, in regard Renatus his 
Enemy follow'd him, and he was deftitnte 
of Weapons to defend himſelf. The Lady 


imagin'd that Frincipio would only put a 


trick upon her, and only ſaid ſo, that he 
Might be the ſooner admitted in. But 
Principio, with many Oaths, affirm'd he 
ſaid nothing but the Truth, "and that Re- 
natus, with two others, w ere coming upon 
kim. 

Julietta, was extremely troubled at his 
Diſcourſe, and for Anſwer, told him, 
That a certain Gentlewoman of her A. 
quaintance was come to ſee her, and to be 
her Bed - fellow that Night, and that ſhe 
durſt not open the Door, leaſt ſhe * 
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ſec him. Principio preſs d her the more to 
do it, aggravating the danger he was in, 
and charging her that ſne had little Love 
for him, when ſhe deny d him entraiice 
into her. Houſe in ſo great an Extremity, 
which the greateſt Stranger in the World 
would not have deny'd him. Julietta told 
him again, That the could not do it with- 
out prejudice to her Reputation, That 
as to the Love ſhe bore: him, he needed 
not doubt of it, ſince it could not be 
greater than it was, and call'd Heaven to 
Witneſs, that ſhe was extremely per- 
plexed, that ſhe could not ſatisfy his De- 
ſires. Principio told her, that ſince her 
Friend was in a Room above-Stairs, ſhe 
might without any ſcruple open the Door, 
and let him ſtay below, till ſuch time as 


he might retire with Safety. 


Julietta ſeeing him ſo importunate, ima» 
gin'd it proceeded from ſome Suſpicion 
he had conceiv'd of her, and that he had 
feen Frederick coming into the Hovſe, To 
be aſſured - whether it were ſo or no, {he 
look'd into the Street, and ſaw the three 
Men who purſu'd him, and ' whiſpering 
one to another; as being in ſome oncer- 
tainty whether it were the Perſon they 


look'd for. Theſe Circumſtances fully 


ſatisfied her, that Princitio was in very 
G 3 great 


( 126.) 
great Danger; and to find ſome Expedi- 
it ent, to give him Entrance, ſhe bid him ex- 
[! pect a little with Patience, and ſhe would 
; ſee whether ſhe could open the Door. She 
ö went up Stairs to ſee Frederick, who, won- ; 
i dring at her ſtay, ask d her what occa rr 
[ ſion'd her going down. She told him, her 3 
1 Avnt was not fall'n a Sleep, and that ſhe 1 
; could not come to Bed, till ſhe were. De- 
ſiring him to have a little Patience, _ 
Having thus ſatisf'd him, ſhe went into : 
another Room, to conſider with her ſelf 
what might be done | in ſuch an Extremity, 
On the one ſide, ſhe ſaw Frederick poſleſsed 
of her Bed, a Perſon of a fantaſtick Hu- 
moor, yet one whom ſhe was engaged to, 
and had made Maſter of the moſt precious 
thing ſhe had, and ſtill humour'd out of 
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her Honour was on his part. On the o- 
ther, the Love ſhe bore Principio would 
have prevailed with her, not to ſuffer him 
| to be aſſaſſinated by his Enemies, which he 
| muſt run the hazard of, if ſhe reliev'd him 
| not, it being in her power to do it: 50 
| that ſhe was ſtrangely diſtracted, not- 
knowing whether | ſhe ſhould follow the y 
DiQates of Honour, or thoſe of Love. 
At laſt, after divers Conſiderations, that x 
of Honour prevail'd with her, and 1 | 
er 
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her not to receive Principio into the Houſe. 
For if ſhe did, ſhe reflected, That her 


Reputation would be endangerd two 
ways; one, that it could not be done with- 


out Frederick's hearing of it, who wonld 
thence take Occaſion to break his Promiſe; 
another, that if Principio were purſued by 
his Enemy, and that he ſnonld ſee him 
come into her Houſe, he would be apt co 
make an ill Conſtruction of it, and that 
might come to the Ears of Frederick, even 


though he [aw him not. 


Having thus reſolv'd to ſtick to the 


ſurer ſide, ſhe went down Stairs, and find- 


ing Principio [till at the Door, Ay deareſt 
Love, (aid ſhe to him) Heaven's my Wit- 


neſs, how willing I am to ſatisfy your Deſires, 


by giving you Entrance, not only into my 
Houſe, but even into my Heart, which is ab- 
folutely at your Diſpoſal. I ſee you are pur- 
. ſu'd, as you told me, but it would be too great 


an Inconvenience to me, that you ſhould be 
ſeen coming into my Houſe at ſuch an unſea- 
ſonabie Hour; being a Per ſon yet ſo unblemiſh'd 
in my Reputation as I am. I beſeech you con- 


| fader with your ſelf what | Diſcourſes it might 
_ occaſion ;, beſides my Friend, who is my Bed- 
fellow this Night, is awake, and as Women 
are extremely inquiſitive, ſhe will be deſirous 
to know the Occaſion of my ſtay, and who has 
O44 kept 
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kept me ſo long from ber; for there is a very 


great familiarity between us. Pardon me tbere- 
fore, that I cannot grant your Deſire ; it is 
the greateſt Affliction imaginable to me, that 
4 muſt leave you in ſuch a Danger; but re- 


fecting on that of my Reputation, I know you 


would not have me to hax ard it, ſince 1 doubt 
not but you are ſo generous, as to prefer my 
Fonour before your own Life, | 

This unworthy Treatment from his Mi- 
ſtreſs, in ſo preſſing an Extremity, went 
to the Heart of Principio; nay he was ſo 


ſtartled to find himſelf thus deceiv'd, that 


it would not have troubled him much if 


_ Renatus had ſet upon him, that he might 


be revenged of the Affront done him 


by Julietta, by dying before her Eyes. 
I ſbould never have imagin'd, (ſaid he 
parting from her) that you could haze been 


Jo Barbarous, as to put me off ſo. poorly in ſo 


dangerous an Exigency, or ſo inexorable, 


upon the Entreaties of ſo faithful a Servant. 


If you ever bad any real Kindneſs for me, that 
Reputation you ſt aud fo nicely upon, would 


bave run no Hazard, either as to your Friend, 
or my Enemy, by your receiving me as a Hus» 
band, upon which account only I made my 
Addreſſes to you Vpon which. if you, un- 

vateful Woman, bad entertain'd me, and 
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fuch Maxims as I cannot like, my Heart bad 


at this time been abſolutely at your Diſpoſal. 
To make it deſervedly ſuch, bas been the main 
end of all my Courſhips and Services; bur 
Heaven would not permit it, and ſince I could 


find no Compaſſion in yow Heart, 1 will go and 


try what I may expect from my Enemy, with 
a Reſolution never to forget a Procedure F 


am ſo much aſtoniſh'd at. 


Julictta would have made him ſome 
Aaſwer, aud extremely mov'd at his Diſ- 
courſe, was reſolv'd to hazard all, to 
aſſure him of her Affection. But when ſhe 


went to call him, he was got a great way 


down the Street, purſued by Renatus, 
who being aſſured he was the Perſon 
he look'd for, was going to ſet upon 
im. | . 

His Reſentment of her Unkindneſs, 
conſidering the imminency of the Danger, 
ſeem'd juſt to her, and being extremely 
troubled thereat, after ſhe had blam'd her 


ſelf, ſhe quarrell'd at Heaven, which in 


the mean time ſecur'd her Lover from 
Danger, and reſerv'd him for happier Ad- 


Ventures. 


Renatus coming within Piſtol- hot of 


Principio, perceiv'd that he had. met with 


his Friend Don Alonzo, who with his 
Servant, was going home to his Lodging, 
G5 which 
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which prevented him from executing his 


Deſign. For Renatus being, in appearance, 
and that before ſeveral Perſons, recon- 


cited with him, all would have blam'd him, 
had he aſſaulted him upon the old Ac- 


count; eſpecially at Ad vantage, and with 


Fire. arms. So that ſeeing he had loſt 
uch a fair Opportunity to revenge him- 
ſelf, he flip'd aſide, to avoid being known, 


imagining he bad not been dileover'd. 


Frincipio related the whole Story to his. 


Friend, and how he had been purſu'd thi- 


ther. which he much wondred at, ſeeing 


Renatus ſo little minded the Engagement 
he had: made before io many Perſons of 
Quality, and that. ſo flight a Buſineſs houle 
ſick ſo cloſe to his Heart. 

It was by this time very late, and as 
well for that Reaſon, as to be ſatisfied of 
what he ſuſpected, Principio being, near to 


Don Alonzo's Lodging, reſolv'd to take 


part of it that Night, which his Friend: 
was very glad of. They got in, and ere 
they lay down, they fell into "Diſcourſe 
about what had. paſs'd. Principio open'd 


himſelf to Don Alonzo, and acquainted: 


him how Affairs ſtood between bim and 
Julietta. Don Alonzo had heard ſomewhat. 
of the mutual Love there was between: 
ker and Frederick, and was vexed to = 
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his Friend had ſo far mis plac'd his 


Affections, and particularly at the Re- 
ſolution he had made to marry her: 


Whereupon he could not forbear telling 


bim what he heard of her and Frederick; 


which Principio underſtanding, he imme» 


diately preſum'd, that the reaſon why ſne 
opened not the Door, muſt needs be, that 
her former Gallant was with her. KA 
thouſand Paſſages came into his Mind, 


but he particularly reflected on the Pro- 


hibition, which the crafty Gentlewoman 


had made him, of ſpeaking to her in the 


Night, and that it was only ſince Frede- 
rick's retura from Madrid : Upon which 
communicating his Thoughts to his Friend, 

they jointly concluded, that Frederick muſt 
needs be in the Houſe with her, To be 
fully aſſured of it, they order'd a Servant 
of Don Alonzo's to examine the Buſineſs, 
and to continue in the Street, till it were 
Day : And for farther certainty, another 


Servant was appointed to ſtand Centry in 


the other Street, by which Frederick was 


wont to get in at a Back-door. With 


this Precaution they went to Bed toge- 
ther; but Principio was in ſuch a Diſtur- 
bance, that he could not fleep a wink. 
About half an hour before Day, one of 
the Servants brought Intelligence —_— 
a 


„ 
had ſeen Don Frederick going out of the 
Houſe belonging to Julietta's Friend, and 
that about the ſame time, he had ſeen 
Julietta in one of the Windows that look'd 


into that Street, looking on him as he 


went out, and that he was ſure *twas no 
other than ſhe her ſelf. This Account 
ſatisfied Principio ſo fully, that all the Love 
he formerly bore that impudent Woman 
immediately vaniſh'd. a 
*Twas not imaginable, that Frederick, 
frequented that Houſe upon the account 
of the Miſtreſs of it, who being turn'd of 
fifty, could not be courted by any Gal- 
Jants, Beſides, ſhe had the Reputation 
of being a-very Charitable Perſon in Love- 
affairs, and was wont to promote the 


Enjoyments of younger People, and to 


give excellent Directions how they might 
moſt cautiouſly Accompliſh their De- 
© .- | 5 
The Night following, Principio would 
himſelf, (from the Houſe of a certain 
Friend of his) ſee Frederick getting into 
the SanQuary of that Charitable Sollici- 


treſs; and for his further Aſſurance, he 


lay perdue upon the Roof, whence he 
diſcovered, That, that favoured Gallant 


continu'd there, till Word was brought 
im, that he might make his Entrance 


into 
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into Juliettas that very Night. The 
diſſembling Geſſip, would needs: endea- 


your to ſatisfy her Lover, as to the 


Diſtaſte he might juſtly have conceiv'd of 
her: To leave nothing unattempted, and 
to keep in as near as might be with all, ſhe 
ſent Principio a Letter by her Servant-maid 


in whom ſhe repos'd great Truſt, - and 


who was not a Stranger to the Loves of 
both the Gallants, and promoted the De- 
ſign of ber Miſtreſs in abuſing them, for 
the Advantage ſhe reap'd thereby. Hear- 


ing ſhe ſtaid to ſpeak with him, he call'd 


her vp, and receiv'd from her a Paper 
containing theſe Words. | 


Julietta to Principio. 


I Should wot think the Reſentment you juſtly 
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I have againſt me ſo great as I do, were I 
able to expreſs the Trouble 1 am in to bave 
been the Occaſion of it. That I have not been 
ſo Compaſſionate, as the Exigency requir'd, be 
pleas'd to attribute to the Tenderneſs I had for 
my own Honour; the Conſideration whereof 
made me inexorable, I love you beyond my 
own Life: but one of my Birth and S:x may 
be pardowd, if fhe Sacrifice all tbings to the 
ſecurity of her Reputation, rather than expoſe 
her ſelf to the Cenſures of ill Tongues, You 
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may well imagine, wben I denied you Entrance 
into my Houſe, that my good Name muſt run 
a ſtrange hazard with that troubleſome Bed- 
fellow, whom, to my unbappineſs, I was then j 
fore d to entertain. Notwithſtanding the Re- N bi 
ſentment wherewith you left me, you could not 4 
but obſerve the Diſtra@ion I was in Whence © 
you may infer, bow thankfully I have ſince 3 
acknowledged the Indulgence of thoſe higber 
Powers, who reſcu d you out of a- Danger, 
which I thought unavoidable. You could not 
have loſt your Life in that Adventure, but 
mine muſt bave run the ſame hax ard, and 1 
do not know any thing but Honour which I 
ſhould prefer before two things I account ſo pre- 
cious, Let me therefore Conjure you, 10 ſmo- 
ther your Reſentment of it, and to appeaſe 
your Indignation ; which if I may obtain of 
you, - I ſhall. think all the Devoirs your Love 
may require little enough to requite it, Tour 
Compliance with my Deſires herein will inform 
me, what Tenderneſs you have for her Satis- 
faction and Life, who prays Heaven to pre- 
ſerve yours, as ſhe wiſhes it may bers, who 
loves you with all her Soul. 


JuLIE TTA. 
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Principio was extremely incens'd at this 
Letter, and tho” he did all he conld to 
BD . diſſemble 
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3 diſſemble it; yet the Maid looking on. 
I. him very earneſtly during the pervſal,. 
ſofficiently obſerv'd it in his Geſtures. 
He entreated her to walk into the Gar- 


I Heightned my Love, but this laſt bas 
wrought in me a quite contrary effecb; for 1 
know it to be as far from Truth. as I am from 
Diſſimulation I never thought my ſelf a 
Perſon to be entertain'd only to paſs away the 
tedious Inter ual of another Man's Abſerce, 
nor to act the ridiculous Part you haue put 
me up en, only to come upon the Stage, be- 
tween the ſeveral Adds of your ſecret Porſti- 
tut ions. If it be any Satisfattion to you, 
know, I have diſengaged: all Reſentments of 
your Hypocriſy, and ſhall never complain of 
the frivolous Eluſions, wherein you ſuffer'd 
my Love to languiſh : No, I am more ob- 
liged to your Denials, than ever I ſhould have 
been to your Careſſes, My Life indeed would 
have been ſecured if you bad received me into 
your Houſe; but my Honour would have been 
irre vocably bp. if without my Diſcovery of 
it, you could have exerciſed your Charity on 
7 two 


0 den, and ſtay for an Anſwer ; which was 
SS. 
3 To julietta. 

bur Satisfactions, hitherto, hade ever 


OS... 
two ſeveral Perſons, the ſame Night. * Tis very 
probable you loved me beyond your own- Life, 
when being ſo cloſely engag d to another, you 
thought me tbe fitteſt Perſon in the World to 

male your Diverſion. I am really obliged to 
thoſe who intended to be my Murderers, ſince 
by their means I came to diſcover your Im- 
poſture, Make ſure of that fortunate Gallant, 
whom your Charitable Neighbour was uſhering 
to your Bed, while I was knocking at your 
Door. Make ſure of him, perfidions Woman, 
and henceforth, keep all your Cares, and all 
your Careſſes only for him. Live as happily 
with him as the Cenſcience of your Humanity 
towards me will permit, and never think more 
of Principio, who for bis part, diſclarms all 
future Thoughts of you. 55 


It was not long e're this Letter came 
to the Hands of Julietta, whom the Maid 
found in that Neighbour's Houſe of hers, 
through which Frederick had Acceſs to 
her. She receiv'd it with ſome diftur- 
bance; and asking the Maid what Humour 
ſhe found him in, ſhe told her, that he had 
given hera very cold Reception, and that 
he expreſs'd nothing of the Kindneſs he 
was wont to do at other times. Julietta 
a little caſt down at that Diſcourſe, 1: 
ſeems then, (faid ſhe) / am not to promiſe 
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my ſelf any great Satisfaction from this Letters; 
Having opened and read it, ſhe was like 
one put into a fright, not able to ſpeak. 
Her Friend ask'd her what it contain'd ? 
She thinking it too great a Burden, to 
_ acquaint her by Word of Mouth, gave 
her the Letter to pervſe. The old Croney, 
no leſs diſturbed than the young Miſtreſs, 
found, that Frederick's Love was diſco- 
vered to the great diſadvantage of her 
P Reputation; inasmuch as it clearly ex- 
1 preſs'd, that it was through her Houſe, 
4 Frederick made his Approaches to her 
Friend, whereat ſhe was extremely con- 


ceern d. Julietta was ſo troubled at the 


Contents of that Letter, that ſhe curs'd 
7 the Day and Hour, ſhe had ſuffered Prin- 
1 cipio to Court her. The only Comfort ſhe 
1 could raiſe to her ſelf, was, that ſhe knew 
im to be of fo generous a Diſpoſition, 
that, though he had a juſt Occaſion to- 
1 be incenſed againſt her; yet wouldhe con- 
ceal her weakneſs, and not publiſh the Core 
reſpondence there had been between them. 
But Jalietta's Unhappinefs was not come 
to its full height, and the Malice of her 


ill Fortune thought not this A ffliction 
heavy enough. When the Wheel of that 
Vagabond Goddeſs begins to turn, every 
Spoak of it brings a new Misfortune, one. 

_ | Diſgrace 
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Diſgrace coming till on the Neck ß 
another. It happen'd then, that as the # 
Maid was coming out of Principio's Lodg- | 
ing, to bring the Letter to her Miſtreſs, 
Frederick ſaw her with it in her Hand; ſhe 
having been careleſs to hide it, becauſe ſhe 
was diſ- ſatisfied with Principio, who had 
only that time omitted to make her ſome 
Preſent. Frederick immediately began to 
ſuſpect ſomewhat, and undiſcovered, fol- 
lowed her to the Houſe where Fuiietta 
was, and got into one of the Upper- 
Rooms, without any one's taken notice of 
it; the Maid by a ſecond over-fight, 
having left the Door open: He eaſily ſaw 
what paſt, he heard the Letter read from 
one end to the other, and withal, their 
ſeveral Diſcourſes, and Comments upon 
it; the afflicted Lady burſting forth into 
Indignation at every Word, and not ima- 
gining ſhe was over-heard, ſhe ſufficiently 
expreſs'd her Reſentment of ſo preſſing a 
Misfortune. ok 

The Gentleman in the next Room, who 
would have been glad of any Occaſion to 
break the Promiſe he had made to Marry 
her, (for a Lover once admitted to En- 
joy ment has other guiſe thoughts than he 
who is ſtill kept in Hope) hearing all theſe 
things, conceiv'd them a very fair Pre- 

* tence. 
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. 
tence to diſ- engage himſelf, He therefore 
goes very confidently into the Room, 
where they were, and addreſſing himſelf 
to Fulictta, who was moſt ſtartled at his 
preſence ;, I expeded, (ſaid he) conſidering 
the mutual Obligations between us, that you 
would have correſponded thereto, with a Sin- 
cerity ſuitable to my Deſires, which aim'd only 
at this, io ſee us one Day united by Marriage, 
and to enjoy thoſe Pleaſures lawfully, and with- 


out any Sting or Remorſe, which we have, 


upon hopes of the Accompliſhment of that Sa- 
ered Tye, preſum'd to anticipate, But ſince, 
ungrateful Creature, 1 find yow loſt to all 
Modeſty, and have entertain d new Gallants, 
1 am free, to diſpoſe of my ſelf as I ſhall think 
moſt convenient; ſince it were neither juſt, nor 
rational I ſhould pe mſeparably bound to a Per- 


on, deſtitute cf 2. Conducz, ana Honour, 
and ſo live the reſt of my Days in perpetual 


Frealouſies and Diſtruſt. 
Having fo ſaid, he left the Room, a 


little troubled at the Diſtraction of the 
Woman, but well ſatisfied in his own 


Thoughts, that he had drawn his Neck 
out of the Collar, that is, ſhifted himlelf . 


out of an Affair, wbich bred him a great 
deal of trouble; ſince his Proſecution of 
it to that Point, had been with the dif- 


approbation of his Mother. ?Tis not = 


be imagin'd, that the Conſtaney of any * 
Woman, ſnovld be able to endure ſo 

- great a ſhock of Misfortune. Fulictta fell 
into a Swoon between the Arms cf her 
Friend, and continu'd in it a long time; 
but at laſt being come to her ſelf again, 
_ the ſpoke ſuch things as rais'd a great 
Compaſlion in her who heard them. She 
fought for Remedies to her Miſery, and 
not finding any ſtrong enough to re- 
engage Principio, who was acquainted with 
her former Engagement, nor yet to bring 
back Frederick, whom ſhe knew ſhe: had 
offended ; ſhe: was not able to ſmother 
the Grief ſhe conceiv'd to find her ſelf fo 
juſtly lighted by. both. She imputed all 
ber Misfortune to her own Misgovern- 
ment of her ſelf, Whereupon ſhe fell a 
rearing of-her Hair, and ſpoke whatever 
Rage could -inſpire into a Woman exaſpe- 
rated in the higheſt Degree. f 
She paſs'd away the reſt of the Aﬀer- 
noon in continual Diſquiet, not finding 
any Comfort in either her Fiiends Diſ- 
courſes, or her own. In the Evening, 
ſhe went to her own Honſe, but her Di- 
ſtractions went along with her; ſo that 
it is not to be imagia'd but the Night 
prov'd as reſtleſs as the Day had been Uu- 
_ fortunate, Let us a while leave * 
er 
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her Bed, formerly the Receptacle,. but 


now the ſecret Remembrancer of her for- 
iner Miſcarriages, in the midſt of her 
Troubles and Tranſportments, and give 
an Account what became of Princique. 
As ſoon as he had diſpatch d away the 


Maid with his Letter to Julietta, he fat 


down a while to conſider with himſelf 
what Courſe he ſhould take; for he ifaw 


there was nothing to be expected there, 
and that it was not for his Reputation, to 


continue his Viſits any longer. He had 
always a great Inclination for the Fair 
Lucretia, ever ſince ſhe had occaſion'd Ju- 
lietta to break forth into that extravagant 
Diſcovery of her Jealouſy : He conſider'd 
ſhe was a Gentlewoman Nobly deſcended, 

and of a great Fortune; and thereupon 
he relolv'd to make his "Addreſles pub- 
lickly to her, by demanding her in Mar- 
riage of her Father and Brother; which 
they, upon the firſt Motion, very wil- 
lingly granted, even with great demon- 
ſtrations of Gladneſs; ; inaſmuch as Prin- 


cipio was a Perſon generally below d in his 


Country, as being endu d with thoſe Qua- 
lities, which deſer v'd the Reſpects and 
Eſteem of all. The Contract of Marriage 


was ſoon drawn up, and the Buſineſs im- 
mediately ſpread over the whole City of 
Falentia. 
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Falentia. But when this News came to the 
Ears of Julietta, imagine whether ſhe were 
not extremely troubled thereat; nay ſo 
much the more, in that he pitch'd on the 


- Perſon, whom of all the World ſhe had 


moſt reaſon to hate, ever ſince that 
fatal Meeting, wherein ſhe had expreſ- 
Sd ſo much Indiſcretion. She ſaid a 
thouſand things againſt her, and made 


many Imprecations againſt bim and her 


ſelt, charging Heaven with Injuſtice, ſome- 


times bemoaning her ſelf, and ſometimes 
Curſing her Misfortune. But it was not only 


one ſhe had to Curſe; for the very ſame Day 


it was ſeconded by another „yet greater; in- 
aſmuch as Frederick having had a plauſible 
Occaſion to break rhe Promiſe he had 


made to her, treated about a Marriage, 
with another Fair and Rich young Lady, 
whom his Mother had long before recom- 
mended to him: The Conſtract was ina 
few Days drawn vp, and though done as 


ſecretly as could he; yet was it ſoon 


known all over the City. and it was not 
long e're the News came to the Ears of 
Julieta. She ſtil} retain'd a flender ſha- 
dow of Confidence in the Love of Frederick, 
which mnde her imagine he would not 
break the Promiſe he had made to her; 


conceiving ſhe had ſvfficiently oblig'd bim 


thereto 
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thereto by the higheſt demonſtrations of 
Love and Tenderneſs. 

Thus ſhe flatter'd her ſelf, till the very 
Day that ſhe was clearly convinc'd of the 
contrary, by ſeeing his Marriage cone 
cluded, and her ſelf abſolutely forſaken ; 
but reflecting on the other fide, What an 
unworthy breach of Truſt ſhe was guilty 
of, towards him, to whom ſhe had de- 
voted her Honour; how could ſhe imagine 
he ſhould not leave her in the lurch? 
How could ſhe expect, if he married, he 
ſtould be able to 1055 with her in perpetual | 
Diſturbances and Alarms? The very Day 
that certain News was brought her of this 
Gentieman's being Married, ſhe fell into 
ſuch Extravagance ; that ſhe wonld be re- 
veng'd of her beautifol Face: She gave her 
{cif ſeveral Blows, tore her Hair, and did 
all the AQions which could only proceed 
from Madneſs and Deſpair : Her fair Eyes 
became two Fountains, perpetually run- 
ning ; and when her Sighs and Grief gave 
her a little freedom of Speech, Wretched 
Woman that 1 am, (would ſhe ſay) of whom 
all good Fortune bas taken its laſi leave; How 
deſeruedly is thy Ingratitude requited with In- 
gratitude? How juſtly art thou puniſhed, for 
having kept thy Faith to a baſe, treachercus, 
and 22 Ferſon, after thou hadſt en- 

iruſted 


: _ 


Truſted him with the diſpaſal of the deareſt 


thing thou badſt in the World? Thou ſeeſt, he 
| dentes the Debt; thou ſeeſt he pays it with In- 


conſt ancy and Oblivion: Let all eaſy- natur a, 
and inconſiderate Women take Example by 
me; let thoſe, who, deluded by Flatteries, and 
fair Careſſes, are drawn in to loſe what they 
ſhall never recover again, caſt their Eyes on 
my Miſery, and then Conſider whether there 
be any other in the World, whoſe Affiition may 
be compar d to mine, I wiſh for what all others 
abbor, Death; but it is deaf and inexorable, 


nay flights me, and will not come and put a 


Peried to my. Trouble. 

Having thus bemoan'd her ſelf into 
ſome remiſſion of -her Grief, ſhe went to 
ſee her Friend, through whoſe Houſe Fre- 
derick came into hers ; who though he 
endeavour'd all that lay in her power to 
comfort her, yet was her Trouble fo 
great, the Cauſe of it ſo preſſing, and ſo 
little hope of any Remedy; that all her 
Remonſtrances prevail'd nothing. The 
only Expedient that ſeem'd then to offer 
it ſelf, was to forbid the Banes, ſince there 
was ſome ground to do it; but what 
Proof could be made of ſo ſecret a Love, 
without any Promiſe of Marriage in Wri- 
ting, or any Teſtimony, but that of a 
Servant-maid, who belonging to her, 

would 
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would not have been ſo eafily credited ? 


The laſt and ſureſt Expedient this unfor- 


tunate Woman could pitch upon, was to 


become a Nun; upon which Account ſhe 


was received into the Royal Monaſtery of 
Zaida, three Days after the Marriage of 
Frederick had been fully concluded. 

This ſudden change occaſioned a great 
deal of Noiſe and Diſcourſe in Yalentia : 
All wondered at it, eſpecially thoſe who 
knew her to be one of the hand ſomeſt, and 
the gayeſt Lady in Valentia. 


It was indeed a kind of Miracle, to ſee 
a young Lady, who ſpent her time ſo 


paſſionately ar Balls, Plays, and other pub- 


lick Meetings; exchange all thoſe nobler 
Enzoymeats of Life, for the imaginary Fe- 
licity of Mortification and Retiredneſs. 
This ſudden Reſolution was attributed, at 
firſt, not to the trve Cauſe thereof (for 


things were carried fo cloſely, that very 


few knew it) but to the ſecret Inſpirations 
of that Wind, which blows where it liſt- 
eth, and is pleaſed to amuſe Mankind with - 


the ſtrange Ways it takes, to tranſplant 


the Affections of ſvch as are ordained to Z 


Eternal Bliſs, from the tranſient Vanities 


of this World, to the conſtant purſuance - 


of the perpetual Joys of a better. 


H This 
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Thus this Lady met with a kinder Spouſe 
than ſhe could have expected d ere, 


and ſpent the reſt of her time with great 
Content; Bleſſing her former Afflictions, 
and the Croſſes of her Love, which had 


brought her to the Tranquility ſhe now 


enjoyed. 


Frederick Had; 4 Wife, but Heaven was 


-pleaſed to puniſh his perfidiouſneſs, with 


her Bar renneſs; for ſhe» bore him no Chil- 
dren, and inſtead of the great Fortunes 
he expected with her, he had many Baggs, 


full of Law-ſvits, Troubles and Diffe- 


Tences with other People, and not a few 
Diſcontents with, his Wife. He wiſhed, 
but too late, that he had choſe rather to 
have entered into a Monaſtery, than into 
Matrimony, the Inconveniencies whereof 
ſufficiently convinced him, that Julietta 


had made the better Choice. 


On the contrary, Principio was the hap- 
pieſt Man in the World in his diſpoſal of 
Himſelf: His Lucretia brought him many 
fine Children, and by the Death of ſome 
Friends, a far greater Fortune than he 


could have expected, 


This pleaſant Wovelentertain'd the Com- 
pany. till they came to their Inn that 
Night. Every one took Occaſion to com- 


mend the Doctor, as well for the ſmart- 


neſs 
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neſs of his Invention, as for the Excellen- 
cy of his Style.. The old Gentleman told 
him, that if the whole Piece were anſwer- 
able to the Pattern he had ſhewn them of 


it ; no doubt but his Novel would be ve- 


ry well received in the World, and that 
he would gain as much Reputation by 
them, as they had had Pleaſure. And 
thereupon, he earneſtly entreated him to 


Communicate ſomewhat of the others to 
Them, that fo their Travelling might be 


the leſs tedious. The Doctor gave him, 

and all the reſt of the Company his very 
hearty Thanks for the good Opinion they 
had of him, and proffered them, when 


they ſhould be weary of Diſcourſi ing, to 


divert them with ſome of the other No- 
Dels, *till they came to their Journey's 


end, provided they thought them not te- 


dious. They all, with much Gladneſs and 
Thanks, accepted, of his Proffer. 

: Being come within a Muſquet-ſhot of 
the ancient City of Corduba, heretofore 
the chiefeſt of the King dom, while the 


Moors were poſſe ſſed of all Spain; after 


Son- ſet, an unexpected Accident cauſed 
them to make a little halt. Two Gentle- 
men being come out into the Fields „ vpon 
a Challenge, which one had ſent to the 
other, and having Fought, one of them 
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was worſted, being run through the Bo- 
dy in two ſeveral places; which had ob- 
liged his Ad verſary to make his Eſcape, 


to get into ſome place of Sanctuary. The 


-wounded Per ſon cr yed out for ſome Body 
to receive his Confeſſion, juſt as the Coach 


paſſed by: Which being heard by the Com- 


:pany, Doctor Monſalva, who was a Prieſt, 
and a Confeſſor, could do no leſs than get 


out, accompanied by Garay, and Miſtreſs 


Rufina, who had a great deſire to ſee the 
wounded Man, They came to him, and 
as Toon as the Doctor had received his 
Confeſſion, and given him Abſolution, he 
1ofſt his Speech, being ſupported by Garay. 
The Doctor returned to the Coach, and 
having called ſeveral times to Rufina, 
who pretended ſhe could not get away 
Garq, the Coachman perceiving it began 
to grow dark, put on the Horſes, having 
ſent them Word what Inn they ſkovid 
take vp. Rufina was much troubled to ſee 


the Coach gone, having left her and Garay 


behind ; they charitably Exhorted the 
dying Perſon to recommend himſelf to 
the Mercy of Heaven. But he was ſo far 
gone, that to ſpare them further Exhor- 
tation he gave up the Ghoſt. They were 
much troubled, what they ſhould do with 
the Body, when certain Officers of Juſtice 

En came 
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came in, who having at a diſtance ſeen 


the dead Perſon in the Arms of Garay, 
and a Woman ſtanding by, and had No- 


tice before that two Men were ſeen going 
out of the City, with a deſign to Fight a- 
Duel; prefently imagined that Garay was 


one of them, and conſequently the Mur- 
derer of the other. Upon which Pre- 
ſumption, he was ſent to Prifon, and Or- 


der given to the Jaylor to put him faſt” 
enough. Rufina had more favour, being. 


confined in the Hovſe of one of the Oſſi- 
cers, who was to have a care of her forth- 


coming. They both uſed all the Argu- 


ments they could to clear themſelves, from 
having any thing to do with the Murder; 


alledgiug upon what Occaſions they came 
to the Body : But their own Words would- 
not be taken, and it was prefumed, the 


Duel had been upon the Account of Rufi- 
na. The judge ordered her to be brought 
to his own Houſe, to be further Exami- 


ned, which was accordingly done. When 
ſhe came thither, there were in the Room 


ſeveral Gentlemen, and among others, a 


Florentine, a very rich Merchant, whom 


ſome Buſineſs of his own had brought thi- 


ther: They had no ſooner ſeen R«fina, 


but they all admired her Beauty, and the 


| Majeſty of her Air; but the moſt ſatisfied 
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of. any Was the Florentine, who, to give 


him his due, was of a very amorous Con- 
ſtitution. Rufina was extremely troubled 


that ſuch an Affront ſhould be done her by 


the way, as perceiving, that if they were 
ſtaid the next Day, they ſhould loſe the 


Opportunity of continbing their Journey. 
The Judge pat ſeveral Queſtions to her, 
concerning the Duel, and the Gentleman's 
Death ; whereto ſhe anſwered, That ſhe 
knew nothing of it, and that ſhe was co- 


ming in the Seville Coach, to go for Ma- 


arid, accompanied by ſome other Perſons 


then in the Ino, whom ſhe named ; that 
as the Coach paſſed by, a certain Perſon, 


who had been Wounded upon the High- 


way, not far from them, called out for 


ſome Body to receive his Confeſſion, and 
that a Prieſt, who was with them in the 
Coach, went ont to do it, with whom 
alſo ſhe went ont of Curioſity, accompa- 
nied by an Unkle of hers, who came along 
with her. They ordered, in regard it 
was grown late, to adjourn the Buſineſs 


till the next Day, that a more exact En- 
quiry might be made into it; and in the 
mean time, that all who came along with 
the Coach, ſhould not ſtir from Corduba, 
without Permiſſion. This done, Rufina 
was brought back to the Officer's Houſe, 


where 
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where ſhe was to continue that Night. 


The Florentine, who lived not far — it,- 


accompanied her; but though he had lived 
at a far greater diſtance, he would have 
thought it no great way to wait on a La- 


dy, with whom he was already over Head 


and Ears in Love. Taking leave of her 
at the Officer's Houſe, he proffered her all 
the. Services lay in his Power; for which- 


ſhe thanked him, yet taking it for no more 
than a Compliment, The Vexation ſhe” 
conceived at her being thus unexpectedly 


ſtayed, brought her into ſome Fits of a- 


Fever, the firſt of a Tertian, which ſne 


afterwards fell into. 
The next Day, all the Perſons who 


came in the Coach, being Examined, gave 


the ſame Account as Ruſina had done be- 
fore; whereupon Garay was ſet at Liber - 
ty. "Other Witneſſes alſo, who knew ſome» 
what concerning the Duel, were heard, 


and gave the Judges a perfect Knowledge 


of the Murder. Garay went immediate. 
ly to viſit Rufina, ex preſſing himſelf ex- 


tremely troubled at her Indiſpoſition : He 
did all he could to cheer her up, that they 
might ' proſecute their Journey: But the 
Phyſician, who had vikted her, adviſed. 
her not to remove thence, till ſhe had 
recovered from her Fever, and told her, 
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_ dhat ſhe could not Travel any further, 
without hazard of her Life; which being 
ſo, the Coachman was forced to leave them 


behind, but they were adjudged to de- 
fray the Charges of their ſtay, and he to 


deliver up what they had in the Coach. 


The Florentine came often to ſee the fair 


Traveller, at the Officer's Houſe, and be- 


gan to treat her very nobly ; an Humour 


the more remarkable in him, who for 
ſordid Niggardlineſs might be compared 


to the covetous Afarquino - But Love, tho' 
but a ſmall Deity, yet many times does 
very great Miracles, turning Avarice into 
Prodigality, and Cowardice into Courage. 
Rufina kept her Bed fifteen Days, during 
which time ſhe was: conſtantly viſited by 
Seignior Nicola, (ſo was called the amo- 
rous Florentine) and after the Viſit, came 


in a Servant with a treat of Sweet - meats, 


and wild Fowl, which the Officer and his 
Wife were glad to fee ; for the beſt Share 
fell to them. At laft the Lady, with her 
Health, recovered alſo her good Com- 
plexion, and her Beauty, and the Floren- 


tine continuing his Civilities, proffered 


ker a Houſe with. a fair Garden, which he 
had on the ſide of a pleaſant River. Ga- 
ray, whom ſhe called her Unkle, adviſed 


her not to refuſe that Proffer; for he had 


diſcovered 
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difcovered the Man to be extremely in 
Love with her, that. he was very Rich, 
and that they might get as much out of 
the Florentine, as they had out of the eo- 
Rufina accepted the 
Proffer, and ſet things in Order to go to 


vetous Marquino. 


the Florentine's, and to continue there till 
ſhe had recovered her ſelf ſo well, as that 
ſhe might proſecute her Journey. The 


Florentine would not have it known at Core: 
duba, that he had brought her to his 


Country-Houſe, to prevent Peoples talk, 


and other Inconveniences that might have 
_ enſued, So that, with the conſent of Ru- 


fina, he gave out, that ſhe had left the 


City in order to the Proſecution of her 


Journey. Accordingly there were two 
Mules brought for her, and Garay, and 
two others to carry their Luggage ; and 


having left Corduba, towards the Evening, 


to blind the Eyes of the Inquiſitive, they 
kept on their Way towards Madrid: But 


having rid about half a League, they 


turned back again, and took up their Quar- 


ters at Seignior Nicolas, which was not 
above two flight Shots from the City. 
There he expected her, with a magnificent 
upper, which he had provided. Here the 
Florentine diſcovered his Love to her more 


freely than he had done before. 
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As to his Perſon; his Age was above 


Forty, and of a good manly Countenance, 


having buried his Wife ſome two Years 
before, by whom he had no Children. He 
was a wholeſale Merchant, and Traded in 
all ſorts of Commodities, infomuch that 
all the other Merchants; not only of the 


City, but alſo of other Places thereabouts 


came to him; for he held Correſpon- 
dences in all Parts: He was a very thrifty 
Perſon, nay, to give him his due Chara- 


Acer, F ſnhould uſe other Expreſſions : He 


had ſome yearly Revenue, beſides Twenty 
Thouſand Crowns in ready Money, and: 
Sixty Thouſand in Credit, and his own: 
Trading, which was very great: He was 
2 great Student, and had Studied at Pavia 
and Bononia, before he became Heir to his 
Brother, who died a very rich Man in 
Spain, and that Inheritance it was, that. 


occaſioned his Marriage at Corduba. He 


had ſo paſſionate an Affection for Rufina, 
that he uſed all the ways he could imagine. 
to inſinuate himſelf into her Favour, Up- 


on that Account it was that he proffered 


her the uſe of his Country Houſe, to take. 
the Air, and recover her Indiſpoſition ; Y 
conceiving, that being at his own Houſe, | 
it would be the more eaſy for him to com- 


Paſs his Deſires, She had been told by 


Garay, 
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Paray, that this Merchant was 4 well fea 


thered Fowl, and might be eaſily plucked, 


and ſince this good Luck had fallen to them | 
by Chance, they ſnould make the beſt Ad- 


vantage they could of it, That Night 


5 only Supped, and every one went to 


his reſt; for it was very late. The Flo- 
rentine would have returned to the City, 


and lie there; but his Servants, whom he 
had before inſtructed, perſwaded him not 
to go abroad at that unſeaſonable time of 
the Night, for fear of meeting with any 
Thieves; beſides, there was a Preſs in 
the City, where many young Men preſu- 
med to do Miſchief in the Night, and 
Robbed all they met: At laſt, being * . 


ſwaded not to ſtir out, he was glad- 


paſs away ſome part of the Night in dif. 
cour ſing with Rufina, and being got to Bed, 
his Buſineſs was to conlider, by. what 
means, and with leaſt Charge, he might 
obtain his Deſires of her. Several things 
came into his Mind, but the eaſieſt he could 


find, ſuitably to his Humour, was to for- 


get her, and never think of her any more. 
For he knew the Age we live in to be ſuch, 
that it is a Miracle to get any Kindneſs in 
Love, without Liberality. The next Marn- 
ing he commanded ſomes hat ſhovld be 
made ready. for her Break-fait, not -ima- 


gig 


a9 
gining ſhe was up: But when word was 
brought him, that ſhe was. out: of: Bed, 
the Florentine would: needs. go into ber 
Chamber, to chide her for rifing ſo ſoon, 
and by that means to ſee whether Rufina's 
Beauty were any. way obliged to Artifice. 
He found her a Combing her Head, and ſo. 
had. a full ſight of her Hair, which was of 
a great length, and of a. Cheſtnut Co- 
Jour. The Florentine gave Heaven thanks, 
who with ſo many other PerfeQions, had- 
beſtowed on her ſuch an excellent Head of 
Hair: But he was much more aſtoniſhed, 
when upon her dividing it into two parts, 
to make him an Anſwer, he ſaw her Face, 
as Beautiful as it had appeared to him 
.when ſhe went to Bed; a thing able to in- 


flame a Perſon leſs inclined. to Love, and 


more to A varice than he was; inaſmuch 
as there is not a greater Charm, to ſecure 
a Lover's Heart, than to ſee that the 


Beauty of. his Miſtreſs is Natural, and 


ſcorns to borrow any thing of Art. Nufina 


indeed was not much troubled to look af- 


ter Waters, Paints, Pomatums, Ungvents, 
and ſuch- things, wherewith ſuch Women, 


wilo ſtand in need of them, haſten on their 
Age with their Wrinkles, and loſe their 
Jonth g'er- they are aware: She only 
_ waſhed. her ſelf in fair Water, and needed 
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as no other Ver million to heighten the Beau- x 
= ty of her face, than that of her own live- th 

we ly Complexion. The Merchant asked whe- | 

n, ther ſhe would be pleaſed to ſee the Gar- il 
7's den ? She made anſwer, That ſhe was ex- 4 

IE; tremely obliged to him for the Trouble 


ſo he gave himſelf to divert her, and to ſa- 
df tisfy him how kindly ſhe took that Favour 
Je at his Hands; ſhe went along with him 
8. joſt as ſhe was, without putting up her 
d | Hair, which hanging down over her 
= | Shoulders added much to her Beanty, and 
l, ſit is not moch to be doubted, but ſhe had 
5 | a Deſign in it. She went down with this 
Ne. new Gallant of hers, who thought it an 
n extraordinary Pleaſure to have her by the 
— Hand; and in that Condition ſhe ſaw the 
1 whole Garden, ſeeming to be much taken 
1 with the Delightfulneſs of tl. 
- Having recreated herſelf with him, *cill 
- oo the Sun began to be ſomewhat hot; ſhe 
| 4 returned into the Houſe, and broke her 
5 | Faſt; after which, having diſcourſed of 
E | ſeveral things, ſhe deſired to ſee the whole 
4 Houſe. | 3 
1 The amorovs Florentine wiſhing nothing 
fo much as that ſhe might ſee his Wealth, 
ſhews her a great Number of excellent: 
Pictures, done by the beſt Painters in Eu- 
rope e Some very rich Pieces of Tapiſtry, 
Cabinets 
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Cabinets of Ebony, of ſeveral Faſhions, 
Embroidered Beds, and all ſorts of Houſ- 
hold- ſtuff of great Value; ; in a word, there 
wanted not any of thoſe things requiſite 
for the forniſhiog of a Houle fit for a No- 
bleman. Having ſeen all the Rooms, he 
opened a curious Cloſer, near which there 
'was a little Oratory, and in that Cloſet 
there were a great many Pieces of Paint- 
ing, done at Rome, of extraordinary Va- 
lue, Agnus Dei's of Gold and Silver Gilt, 
and Flowers done as near the Life as could 
be imagined. The Cloſet was full of 
| Books, very richly Bound, and neatly diſ- 
f poſed into gilt Preſſes. Garay, who was 
RF a curious Perſon, and had read much, was 
looking very earneſtly on the Titles of the 
Books, which were in one Drawer; and 
having put that into its place, he took 
out another, wherein there were others 
very curiouſly Bound, but bad no Titles 
on the Backs, Garay opens one of them, 
and finds the Author of it to be Arnaldus 
| _ de villa Nova, and near that were the 

Works of Rofino, Alquindus, and Raymundus- 

Lallius. 
The Merchant perceiving him ſo taken 
up with the peruſal of thoſe Books, asked 
him what he looked on ſo attentively. * 
5 Jud lere, hh (replies Garay) a great —_ 
| Boo 


e 
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Books of Chymiſtry, and from the Curioſity I 


ohſerve in your Collection of Treatiſes of that 


kind, I infer, that you have ſtudied that Sci- 


_ ence < 'Tis true, (ſays the Florentine) I have: 


ſpent. ſome time in the peruſal of thoſe Au- 
thors But bow far, I pray, are you acquain- 
ted with them? Only ſo far, (replies the o- 
ther) that I bave ſpent the beſt part of my 


Life in that Study. Nay then, (ſays the 


Florentine) you muſt needs be a very great Chy- 
miſt. I am not to acknowledge what 1 am, 


(replies Garay) we will Diſcour ſe another time 7 
of theſe things more at large; for the pre ſent, 


I ſhall only tell you, that beſides theſe Authors, 
J bave read all I could ever meet with that 


treated of this Science, I have turned our 


che Works of Avicenna, Albertus Magnus, 
Terno, Pythagoras ; the Secrets. of Calli- 


dus, the Back of the Allegory of Morillus, 
that of the Secret Stone, and that Entituled, 
de Tribus Verbis ; beſides many Manuſcripts, . 


which I never ſhewed any Man. The Flo- 


rentine was almoſt out of himſelf for Joy 


to hear theſe things. I am extreamly glad; 
(ſaid he to him) that this Science pleaſes you, 
For I baue a. particular Inclination for it. I 


_- know it very well, (replies Garay) (which 
he ſaid, having already reſolved how to 


put a Slur upon him,) bat in regard I place 


4 ęreat Confidence.in you, I will tell you a thing. 


2 5 
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Cos 
in your Ear, which you will be much aſtoniſhed 
at : It is this, (whiſpering him in the Ear) 
that my Niece knows, without any Study; in 
a manner as mucb as I do of this Art, and 
| is very Fortunate in the practical Part of it, 
[i as you ſhall ſee by Experience; but J intreat 


You not to ſpeak to ber of it at this time, for 
ſhe would not bave it known to any, nay, would 
C not take it well. | 

1 .. Garay could not have pitched upon 2 
5 more likely way to bring the Florentine 
into the Gin ; for his Avarice was ſuch, 
that he would have parted with his Sout 
to find ont the Philoſopher's Stone; ho- | 
ping, if he once got that Secret, ever af- | 
terwards to ſ im in Gold. | 
Rufina buſted her ſelf at the other end 

of the Cloſet, while Garay made this-Diſ- 
cour ſe to the Florentine, and was looking 
upon ſome other curious and pleaſant 
Books; for there were of all ſorts: Yet 

| ſhe was not fo attentive, but ſhe heard 
ſomewhat of Garay's Diſcourſe concern- 
ing Chymiſtry, and perceived the Mer- | 
chant was much taken with it: The Truth | 
is, Garay had ſome Knowledge 1a that Sci= | 
ence, and had ſpent a conſiderable Sum of 
Money, to find out the Philoſopher's Stone; 
which though many had ſought, yet could 
not any affirm they had met with it: The 
ill Succeſs he had had in that Buſineſs. on- 
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ly ſatisfied him of their Folly, who ſpend 


their Time and Eſtates in ſo ridiculous a 


Diſquiſition, and he was glad to meet with 
ſo good an Opportunity, to recover ſome 


part of the Money he had ſquandered a- 


way in the ſearch after it: For the Flo- 
rentine, crediting what was told him by 


| Garay, imagined himfelf ſomewhat above 


a Prince: He told him, that in that very 
Houſe, he had all things requiſite to make 
the Experiment; and thereupon brought 


him into a Room full of Furnaces, *Alem- 


bicks, Glaſſes, and Crucibles, with all the 
Inſtruments ufed by the Chymiſts, and 


good ſtore of Charcoal. Gray ſeeing. 


that, concluded, the Merchant would be 


eaſily taken, and what made him the more 
_ confident was, that he imagined he un- 
derſtood all thoſe Books; whereas Garay 


was fatisfied he knew only ſo much of 


them, as would ſerve to bring him into 


the Nooſe: In fine, they gave over - talk - 
ing of it any further at that time; though 
the Florentine was unwilling to quit the 
Diſcourſe. They went down thence in» 
to a Gronnd Room, the Windows where- 


of looked iato the faireſt part of the Gar- 


den, where Dinner expected them. 

After Dinner, Garay pretending it was 
his Cuſtom to take a Nap; left the W 
| alone 


. 
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alone with Rufina, to whom he took Occa« 


non to make a full Diſcovery of his Love; 


aſſuring her, that all he had was at her Ser- 
vice, and deſiring her to diſpoſe of it as ſhe 
pleas'd. She ſeem'd to entertain the Proffers 
of his Affection with much Kindneſs, yet at 
that time ſhe only raiſed him into a ſlight 
Hope ſne wing her ſelf very pleaſant to him. 

Having ſeen a Lute in one of the Rooms 
above Stairs, ſhe deſired it might be 
brought down for Muſick, at which ſhe 
was Excellent, and contributed much to the 
bringing about her Deſigns. The Mer- 
chant, who had a little Skill at that In- 
ſtrument himſelf, was very glad co hear 
that ſhe uſed it, and cauſed it to be im- 
mediately fetched; ſaying, that his De- 
ceaſed Wife, played excellently well up- 
on it, and that about a Seven-night before, 
having entertained fome of his Friends 


with a Collation, they had ſet it in Tune. 
The Lute being come, Rufina began to 


play, and made it appear, that there were 
very few who could excell her at that In- 


ſtrument: The Florentine was aſtoniſhed 


at her Dexterity, and to bring him abſo- 
lately to her lure, ſhe ſang an Air to it, 


and with ſuch a Grace, that he was at a 


loſs, whether he ſhonld more a1mire her 


Hand, or her Voice: The Truth is, the 


had 


i 
1 
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had a particular Excellency in both; fo 
that his exceſſive Commedations of them, 


were not meer Flattery. With a modeſt 
Bluſh, which ſpread itſelf gently over her 
Face, (a thing ſhe could command, though 
never acquainted with Shame) ſhe ſeemed 
to expreſs a certain Baſhfulneſs, and e're 
it was quite diſpelled, Seignior Nicola, 
(ſaid ſhe to him) What I bave done was on- 
ly for your Di verſion, be pleaſed to receive it 
with ſome regard to the Deſire I bad to en- 
deavour your Satisfaction; which yet I have 
not done, without much . Temerity, before a 
Perſon of ſo delicate an Ear as you are Ma- 
ſier of, and one, no doubt, wont to hear the 
beſt Voices in the World, I never heard any, 
(replies Nicola) that came near yours, and 
therefore I beſeech you, let not your Modeſty 
occaſion you any Prejudice. nay rather be 
Proud, Madam, of the excellent Endowments 
you hade fo liberally received from Heaven, 


and acknowledge the Favours it bas done you. 


Be more ſen/able of your own Worth, and think 
my Approbation below it And yet when I was 
a young Man, I was much addicted to Mu- 
fick, and ſome would needs per ſwade me that 
my time was well beſtowed in it. I muſt con- 


feſs, the Spaniſh Tongue comes not ſo natural 
to me as the Italian, the Graces and Beauties 
nberecf, 1 have better Studied upon the The- 


crbo, 
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orbo, wbich J am ſo far Maſter of, as in 


fome Meaſure 1 may ſatisfy the Fearer. 
Whereupon perceiving that Rufina would 
have laid by the Lute, he deſired her to 
make uſe of it a little longer, and to ſing 
one Air more, which he,to Humour him did. 

Nicola took occaſion to give his dear 
Rufina greater Commendations for the ex- 
cellency of her Voice than he had done 


before, and the to renew her Thanks to 


him, for the Favour he did her. He thought 
it time to give her leave to take a little 
reſt, and he went himſelf into another 


Room to do the like. Garay on the other 
fide, inſtead of Sleeping, was contriving 


how to get the Philoſopher's Stone, not 


for the credulous Florentine, but out of 


him: He had ſo perſwaded him of his A- 
bilities, in that Science, that he deſired 
nothing ſo much as to be as knowing in it 
as he was, but all out of no other Deſign 
than to ſatisfy his own inſatiable Avarice. 
He imagined, that if he could find the 
Philoſopher's Stone, (a Rock rather, a- 
gainſt which ſo many have wracked them- 
ſelves) all bis Honſhold-ſtuff ſhould be of 
Gold, that he would be as rich as Cr&ſus, 
and that the Wealthieſt about the City, 
compared to him, would be little better 

than Beggars, 
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 Garay had alſo a long Diſcourſe with 

Rufina, about the means how they ſhould 
ger the Gudgeon into the Net. He gave 


her ſome Inſtruftions in Writing, that 


the Florentine might find ſhe knew ſome- 
thing of the Science, at leaſt the Terms 
of it : Rufina got them by Heart, and to 


begin the Cheat, Garay asked for ſome - 
Links of a Gold-Chain, ſhe had brought 


from Seville: It was a large one, and if 
there were a dozen Links taken from it, 
they would not have been miſled : Being 
come into the City, he goes into a Gold- 
ſmith's Shop to melt down thoſe Links 
into an Ingot, which he brought back to 
the Houſe, and communicated his delign 
to Rufina. 

Nicola, who had ſlept all this while as 
ſoundly as if he had not been in Love, 
comes in to them, and they began to talk 
of ſeveral things, far from having any Re- 
lation to the Buſineſs he had been about; 
which Garay did purpoſely to engage the 
other to fall firſt into that Diſcourſe. And 
indeed within a quarter of an Hour, he 
was gotten into the Subje of Chymiſtry. 
Garay diſcourſed of it after the rate of a 
Man that had ſpent his whole Eſtate in 
the Work; inſomuch that Nicola was a- 
ſtoniſhed thereat ; for though he pretend- 
ed much Skill in the Science, yet could he 


not 
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not but acknowledge himſelf much Infe- 
riour to the other. Garay deſirous to give 
the Merchant all the Satisfaction he could 
deſire, told him that he could turn what 
Metal he pleaſed into Gold. The Floren- 
tine was raviſhed at the Propoſal, and ear- 
neſtly entreated him thar he might fee it 
done. Garay asked him. whether there 
were any Charcoal in the Houſe; the Flo- 
rentine told him there was good ſtore; for 
he had had the Curioſity to make ſome 
Trials thereof himſelf. | | 

They went up both into the Room 
where they had been before, and finding 
it fall of Furnaces, Crevſets, Alembicks, 
and other Chymical Inſtruments ; ; Garay 
ſaid to him, Here we have all things requi- 
ſite for the preſent. He cauſed ſome Fire 
to be brought, and having put a little 
Copper into a Creuſet to melt, the Flo- 
rentine ſaw it melting: Garay took a Box 
out of his Pocket, wherein there was a 
Paper full of Powder, which he ſaid was 
the moſt principal Ingredient i in the whole 
Work. He put it into the Creuſer, which 
having brovght as cleverly as he could to 
the Window, he poured out the melted 
Copper, and put in the lngot of Gold in- 
to its place; and when he had covered it, 
he told the Florentine, that it ſhould not 


be ſtirred thence for half an Hour: That 
time 
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time they ſpent in Diſcourſing of ſeveral 
things in Chymiſtry, wherein Nicola = 
ſired to make ſome further Progreſs. 
laſt, Garay thought it time to ſhew vim 
what he had done, and ſo opening che 
Creuſet, he took out the ngot and ſhewed 
it him. The covetous Miſer was tranſ- 
ported with Joy to ſee it, though he were 
not fully ſatisfied of its being perfect 
Gold. Garay wiſhed him to have it tried 
by a Goldſmith ; which trouble he would 
needs take vpon himſelf, and baving found 
that it was very fine Gold, of Twenty- 
two Carais, he returns extraordinarily 
well ſatisfied. While he was gone out, 
Garay inſtructed Rufina, how to effect their 
Deſign upon Nicola, who being more Co- 
vetous than Amorous, would have them 
immediately to begin the great Work of 
finding the Philoſopher's Stone. He pro- 
miſed Garoy extraordinary Recompences, 
and told him, that he would be at the 
whole Charge, though it ſhould: amount 
to Twenty Thouſand Crowns. Garay, 
who had contrived how he intended to 
gull the Merchant, returned this Anſwer 
to the great Proffers he had made him. 

Seignior Nicola, (ſaid he) I am now gone 
al moſt ſe ven years beyond the grand Climadte- 
rie al Year of my Life, which is as much as to 
tell you, that I have paſsd * greateſt and 
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beſt Part of it. It were no bard matter for 


me, with the help of the Science I am now 
Maſter of, to ſpend the little which is yet to 
come, at my eaſe, and it may be, more plen- 
tifully, than ſome of the Wealthieſt Grandees 
of Spain; and tbat I can be without any Man's 
Favour or aſſiſtance, I think you may have 
obſerycd your ſelf, And in regard I have no 
Children, to inberit my Eſtate, which, I thank 
Heaven, is ſomewhat conſiderable alſo in 
Lands; the Main concernment I have in this 
World, is to look after this young Woman, my 


 Neice, She is already but too Rich, in that 
ſhe bas all I have, though her Father, (who 
was my Elder Brother) left her no mean For- 


tune. She might, bad ſhe a mind to it, be as 
Nobly Marrycd as (he was before; for ber late 


| Husband was defended from the Nobleſt Houſes 


in Andaluzia. Nor were it hard for me to 
add to ber Wealth, you know it; but ſuch is 


ny Confidence in you, that J will tell you the 


Reaſon why I do not. . 

That 1 am the ableſt Alchymiſt in all Spain, 
is known to many, which being alſo come to the 
Ears of bis Majeſty, I am ſought after every 


where : But I have hitherto bad the Happi- 


neſs to keep out of their Clutches, who are per- 
petually employed to find me out, baving ſpread 
4 Report, that I was gone for England. It 


is not out of any Contempt of the Honours and 
Mraltb of this World, that I avoid the Searches 
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of thoſe, whom his - Majeſty bas enjoyn'd to 
bring me to bim; but our of this Conſidera- 
tion, that I would not purchaſe any Favour 
with the loſs of my Liberty: For I muſt eæpect 
no leſs, than to ſpend the reſt of my Days in a 


Noble kind of Captivity, I will expreſs my 


ſelf more clearly to you ;, his Majeſty bas at the 


preſent very great Armies on Foot in ſeveral 


Parts, which put him to a vaſt Expence, ſuch 
as bis own Revenue, and what comes from the 
Indies are not able to defray : So that, to ſa- 
tisfy his Ambition, he is forc'd to make uſe of 


the Induſtry of bis Subjects. Now were it my 


bard Fortune, to be found by thoſe who ſo nar- 
rowly ſearch after me; the King, knowing that 
with the Ajſiſtance of my Art, be might eaſily 
recruit the Charge he is at, would immediately 
diſpoſe of me into ſome Fortreſs, where bein 

confined for the reſt of my Days, I ſhould be 
perpetually kept at Work, to augment bis Trea- 
ſures, and ſupply bis preſſing Exigencies. I 
ſheuld not think, much to do it once or twice, 
but the Avarice of Mem is grown to that height, 
that they are not ſatisfy'd with abundance, if 
they have the leaſt Apprebenſion, that the 
Source of it may ever be dry'd up, Tbis is the 
true Reaſon Seignior Nicola, which obliges 
me to keep out of my own Country, and to Play 
leaſt in Sight; and therefore receive what 
bave told you as a great Secret, ſuch as I ſhould 


not bade communicated to my own Brother, 


I 
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Had he been in the World But I have that 
'Confidence of you, that you will never reveal it. 
Nicola return'd Garay his moſt Aﬀettio- 
nate Thanks for the great Truſt he re- 
Pos'd in him, and thought himſelf fo 
happy in the Diſcovery he had made to 
him; that he conceiv'd the greateſt No- 
dles might juſtly envy him. His Anſwer 
To him, was, That the Grounds and Mo- 
tives on which he conreal'd the excellent 
Knowledge he had acquired, were juſt 
and rational; ſince that no doubt but he 
would be confin d, though for no other rea- 
Jon than this, to prevent his carrying over 
ſuch a Secret into another Country, to 
ſerve a King that were an Enemy to his 
Catholick Majeſty. He acknowledg'd him- 
ſelf infinitely obliged to him, and wiſh'd 
It were in his Power to ſerve him; but 
having only the Wealth he was poſleſſed 
of to proffer him, he entreated him to diſ- 
poſe of it as freely as if it were his own, 
and ſince he had ſhewn him a Tryal of his 
Abilities ; that he would not think that 
enough, but ere he left Corduba, would 
give him ſich further Inſtructions, as, 
being obſerved, he ſhould not miſcarry 
in the great Work, Garay promiſed to 
ſatisfy his Deſires, telling him withal, 
that ſo precious a thing as Gold could not 
be gotten but with Gold, and that the 
Foundations 
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Foundations of all Deſigns require Charge; 
that the Philoſopher's Stone could not be 
found without Coſt and much Pains; that 
if he were reſolv'd he ſhould attempt 
the doing of it, he muſt be at the whole 
Charge, and that afterwards the Profit 
ſhould be equally divided, and that in 
a ſhort time he would be glutted with 
Wealth. | | | 
The Florentine, raviſh'd at the Propo- 
ſal, proffer'd to ſpend all he was worth 
upon that Account. Rufina promiſed to 
aſliſt them. Nay, (ſays Garay to her) there 
is ſuch a Neceſſity of your Aſſiſtance, that we 
ſhall not be able to do well without it, They 
thereupon reſolv'd, that within two Days 
they ſhould begin the great Work. Ga- 
ray told him, that the Priiiciple of the 
Divine Elixir, (ſo the Chymiſts call the 
Perfection of their» Work) was formed 
out of the ſolidity of Mercury, and other 
things which he nam'd to him, together 
with the Urine and Excrement of a Red 
hair'd Child; that all was to be put into 
an Alembick, with Powder of Aloes, the 
infuſion of Opium, Toads-greaſe, Arſe- 
nick, and Salt-Peter : But he hoped to do 
it chiefly with the Urine and Excrements 
aforeſaid, which he order'd Nicola by all 
means to procure, as being the moſt ne- 
ceſlary Ingredient of all. 
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He promiſed to procure it; and, to be- 
gin the Work, the Merchant deliver'd 
him Five hundred Crowns in Gold, to 
buy certain precious Drugs, which he ſaid 
were neceſſary : And this the Florentine 
did the more willingly, as well out of the 
Confidence he had ro receive them mul- 
tiplyed into ſo many thouſands ; as out 
of a Defign he had thought on the Night 
before, of making Rufina his Wife, and 
by that means aſſuring himſelf of Garay. 
Whereupon that very Evening after Sup- 
per, he took occaſion to carry Garay along 
with him into the Garden, and acquainted 
Him with his Reſolution. The Alchymiſt 
thought it a good way to further his 
Work, and accordingly he approv'd of 
his Intention, and acknowledg'd it wovld 
be a great Honour to his Niece to e- 
ſpouſe ſo worthy a Perſon ; but that there 
was one Obſtacle to be firſt removed. 
Nhat may that be ? (ſays the other: ) Garay 
told him, that his Niece could not be 
Married, till a Diſpenſation were firſt 
obtained from Rome, in regard, that out 
of the extraordinary regret ſhe conceiv'd 
at the loſs of her late Husband, ſhe made 
a Vow to enter into a Religious Life ; that 
the Occaſion of their going to Madrid, 
Was to receive fix years Arrearages of 2 
Kent 
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Rent due to them from a Perſon of Quas 
lity, who was very backward in pay ing, 
in Order to her Reception into a Nunne- 
ry; but that as ſoon as the Diſpenſation 
were come from Rome, they would con- 
clude the Marriage, which he doubted not 
but ſhe would accept, not only out of the 
Compliance ſhe had ever expreſſed to- 
wards him; but alſo out of this conſide- 
ration, that ſhe was to Match herſelf with 


2 a Perſon inclined to the Study of a Sci- 


ence, wherein ſhe had naturally attained 
fo great Perfection. Nicola was the moſt 
fatisfied Man in the World to have ſuch: 
a parcel of good Words given him ; in- 
ſomuch that from that very Hour, Garay 
became abſolute Maſter of all he was poſ- 
ſeſſed of. To 
Garay and Rufina having conferred Notes 
upon this new Overture, were more Con- 
fident than evec to compaſs their Deſign. 
He laid out ſome of the Money received 
of Nicola, in Drugs, perſwading him they 
were not to be had under ſuch and ſuch 
Rates. He alſo furniſhed himſelf with new 
Furnaces, Creuſiblis, and Alembicks, pre- 
tending that thoſe in the Houſe before, 
were not for his purpoſe. In the mean 
time, the filly Merchant was enquiring up 
and down where he might have the Urine 
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bf a Red-headed Child, which he had 
much ado to get: For the Mothers fear- 
ing it was to be uſed in ſome Operation 
of Witch-craft, would not eaſily let him 
have it; but Money is omnipotent, and 
can do any thing. Garay could have done 
as-much in one Day as in a Hundred, as 
to the performance of what he had pro- 
miſed; but the poor Merchant muſt be 
fool'd ſome way or other, till he met 
with an Opportunity to ſmite him, and 
take a Dog's leave of Corduba, with as 
much as he could ſhift away on two good 
Horſes, which lay leager in a ſecret Place 
for that purpoſe. He diſpos'd all the 
Diſtillations into the Furnaces, in the 
preſence of Nicola: He bought ſome Me- 
tals, as Braſs, Copper, aud Tin, ſeveral 
ſorts of Salts, and other things commonly 
uſed by Chymiſts; and ſetting Fire to 
the Furnaces, they diſtill'd what had been 
put into them, but contributing nothing 
to the Buſineſs, and only to abuſe him, 
who was at the Charge of all the Foolery. 
As to Nicolas Love, he was much better 
Y treated than he was before; inaſmnch as \ 
ſiuce the propoſal of Marriage, Rufina the x 
© | better to carry on the main Deſign, grew | 
F more kind to him; eſpecially in Garay's | 
5 Abſence, which the beſotted Coxcomb | 
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was ſo tranſported with, that he knew 
not whether his Head, or his Heels were 
on the Ground, | | 
About this time Nicola receiv'd a Bill 

of Exchange of a conſiderable Sum, to be 

pay'd within twenty Days after Sight. 
This, with the breaking of ſome of his 
Debtors in other Countries, put him into 
ſome Fear of doing the like, if his At- 

tempts in Chymiſtry prov'd not ſucceſs- 

ful. But to prevent all Inconveniences, 
he did what moſt of his Condition and 
Kidney are wont to do; who being upon 
the Point of Breaking, ſecure what they 
can of their Eſtates, that they may after- 

wards the more Commodiouſly remove 
into ſome other Country. So our Mer- 
chant, finding himſelf within ſome di- 
ſtance of Breaking, provided for the Mis- 

fortune, in caſe it ſhould happen, and ſo 

promoted the miſchievious Plot of Garay, 
and Ruſina; whom he truly acquainted 
how Affairs ſtood with him, as if they 
had been his moſt fairhful Relations. Ga- 
ray had left in the Cuſtody of a certain 
Friend of the Merchant's, a good Sum of 
Money, and ſome Jewels of great Value, 
with Order they ſhould not be delivered 
to any, but to one of them two. Beſides 
which, he brought ſome to his Country- 
I 4 houſe, 
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 konſe, and hid them in a fecret Place, in 
the Preſence of Rufina, of whom he had a 
Confidence, as if ſhe had really been his 
Wife. Garay, who was till buſy about 
his Diſtillations, put him into good hope, 
that within twenty Days he ſhould ſee 
the end of the great Work, and his Houſe 
full of Gold, to recover the loſs he had 
receiv'd by his Debtors. "= 

About this time, there happen'd a Bu- 
ſineſs which oblig'd the Merchant to take 
a Journey, to adviſe with a Correſpondent 
of his, how to prevent the Misfortune 
he ſaw coming upon him, Garay and Ru- 
fina being entruſted with the Houſe, (which 
by the way was committing the Sheep to 
the care of the Wolf) thought it a fair 
Opportunity to decamp, and make the 
beſt they could of the prefent Game. 
They ſecur'd all the Money, and Jewels 
they could come at, and left the Plate and 
ſome other things, they could not ſo con- 
veniently carry away, behind them, though 
with ſome regret; thinking it more Pru- 
dence to make a ſafe Retreat with what 
were conſiderable, than to hazard all, by 
graſping at too much. Having therefore 
loaden themſelves with what was moſt 
precious, they left the Furnaces and the 


Alembicks, made the Philoſopher's Stone 
| at 


. 


at the Coſt of the abſent Merchant, and 


took Horſe while the People of the Houſe 


were faſt aſleep. They took their way 
towards Malaza, and travell'd all Night 
having about them above Six thouſan; 
Crowns in Money and Jewels, and left 


upon a Table near the Furnaces, a Letter, 
to haſten the Credulous Merchant to hang 


himſelf, | ES 
Two Days after their Departure he 


Returns home, very ill ſatisfyed with his 


Journey, in that he had not done any thing, 
in the Buſineſs which occaſion'd it. All 
the hope he now had, was in his Uncle 
Garay; imagining by his means, he ſhould 
yet be able to ſhew his Head, and not 
only keep up his Reputation, but alſo be 


Richer than ever he had been; ſuch a 


ſtrange Miſt had the Witch · craft of Chy- 


miſtry caſt before his Eyes. He came not 


to his Country-houſe, till after Night, 
where he found the Servant whom he had 
left with Garay and Rufina; for the reſt 
of his People were in the City. The Ser- 
vant receiv'd him with a {ad Countenance, 
and being got up Stairs, he ask'd bim 
(fearing ſomewhat were amiſs) where 
his Gueſts were, of whom the Servant 
could give him no Account; as not having 
ſeen them when they went out, and could 
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only ſay, that two Nights before they had 


lock'd him into the Room where ne 


lay, which he had been forc'd to break 
open, becauſe he could no otherwiſe get 
out. They ſearch'd up and down, and. 
found that the Cheſts had been open'd, 
and all the Mony convey'd away. This 

was not the worſt the Merchant feared, 
but that they had alſo been with him, in 

whoſe Cuſtody he had greater Sums © 

Money, and the moſt precious of his 
Hovſhold-ſtuff, It being too late to 
make any Enquiry that Night, he thought 
it his beſt Courſe to go to Bed; but de- 
firous to viſit the Furnaces once more, 
he finds on the Table the Paper, left there 
by Garay, which having open d he found 
in it theſe Lines. | 


Seignior Nicola. 


TFT 5s the: juſt Reward of thoſe who attempt 
1 things Impoſſible, to be ſhamefully diſ- 
appointed. Many of your Profeſſion, have 
been ruin d by their Faith, in things relating 
0 their Trade - It was therefore but fit you- 
ſhould repent of your Credulity, in a. Buſi- 
neſs you-underſtood. not. It was indeed im- 
pardonable, to expet to ſee that done by any 
Alan, in a few Days, which the Sun, * ö 
as 
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bas a greater Power over the Metal you were 
ſo Covetous of, cannot perfect under Four or 
five hundred Years, Tour loſs, I muſt con- 


feſs, is great, but you have this comfortable 


Conſideration, That yon may nom defy Chy- 
miſtry, and all its Cheating Profeſſors, to 
ſhew you ſuch another Trick as we have done. 
But, to avoid all future Temptations, take 
this bearty Advice from two dear Friends 
of yours; put all the fine - Treatiſes, you have 


of that pernicious Art, into your Furnaces, 


and having ſet Fire to them, and your Houſe 
together, fairly run away by the Light of 
it. 


| The poor Merchant had no ſooner read 
them, ere he was Convinced, they were 


his kind Gueſts who had robb'd him, and 
Extracted what he had in his Cheſts and 


Cabinets, with more eaſe than he had 


infus'd it into them. How he ſpent the 


Night, is only to be imagined ; being 
juſt upon the Point of Breaking, and not 


knowing any means to remedy it. All 


the hope he had, was, that the Money, 


and Jewels which he had left in a Friend's - 
Hands, were ſafe enough; nay, he de- 


ſpair'd not to find out thoſe, who had 


done him the Miſchief, He turn'd him- 
ſelf from one ſide to another, not out 


of 
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of any diſturbance, occaſion'd by his 


Love to the crafty Ruſina, (for that was 


abſolutely loſt with his Money) but that 


he had been ſo baſely trepann'd by a Beg- 


garly Raſcal.  TFThen did he begin to 
Curſe Chymiſtry, and .all the Authors 
that ever Writ of it, whereas he ſhould 


rather have given Heaven thanks, who, 
dy the Cheat which was put upon him, 


had prevented the Proſecution of his De- 


Kgn, which might have abſolutely ruin'd 


dim. As foon as he perceiv'd any ap- 


pearance of Day, he got up, and went 
into the City, to bis Friend; whom he 
had entruſted with the keeping of his Mo- 


ney, and other things. He ask'd him 


whether Garay had been with him? The. 
- other anſwer'd that he bad, and had taken 


away whatever he had in his. Cuſtody, 


and that therein he had follow'd his own 


Orders. The Word ſtruck him almoſt 
dead; nay, the Reſentments he expreſs'd 
of that loſs were ſo great, that if the 


ether had not known the Cauſe of it, he 
would have thought him ont of his Wits. 


He Comforted him the beſt he could, and: 


told him, that his only. Courſe was to 


make a ſpeedy ſearch for the Robbers. He 
dick all he could to that purpoſe, ſending 
Officers, and others, ſeveral: ways; = 

| that 
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that which Garay and Rufina had taken, 
was ſo uncommon, that they could ne- 
ver meet with them. So they return'd 
to Corduba, to be pay'd for their fruitleſs 
Purſuit, by him who had fent them; 
which, as his Affairs, ſtood then, added 
not a little to his Affliction. | 

This Adventure was ſoon known all o- 


ver the City; and the Florentine, not able 


to accept of another Bill of Exchange that 
had been ſent him, was forc'd to abſent 
himſelf, and to return to Florence, with 
what he could make by the Sale of his 
Goods, By this means he tur n'd Bank- 


rupt, and defy'd his Creditours, who 


could not find any thing he had left behind 


him. The ſame things happen many times 
to thoſe, who, with ſmall Eſtates, engage 


themſelves in too great Affairs, preſu- 
ming upon this, that let the worſt come to 


the worſt, they can ſecure themſelves by 


an Eſcape. 255 


The End of the Second Book. 
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Book the Third. 


AR Ar and Rufina tra- 

velled with great Expedi- 

tion by remote Paths; and 

for four Nights together, 

they would not ſo much 

as Sleep in either Town 

or Village, but only in the Fields, for fear | 
of- being trepanned by the Provoſts, whom 5 
they did not doubt the Genevan had ſent 

to compliment them back again: They bad 
changed 
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changed their Cloths, and having dif 
guiſed themſelves as well as they were 
able, they were very cautions of going 
into any place where they might chance 
to be known. Garay took care to provide 
what was neceſſary for their Subſiſtance; 
and being in the Spring Seaſon, they lay 
in the open Air without any Inconveni- 
ency. They came into a Wood juſt as 
the Sun was ready to ſet, to avoid a 
thick cloud which threatened to pour 
npon him, and becayſe it Thundered and: 

Lightned terribly, they ſtruck into the 
thickeſt of the Wood to ſhelter them- 
ſelves from the approaching Storm, O- 
ther Paſſengers, for the ſame Reaſon, 
took covert in a place cloſe to that which 
Garay and Rufina had choſen. They talk'd 

ſo Nod that they gave Garay a curioſity. 

to creep ſoftly. from beneath the Bonghs: 
where he ſtood, to go hear what they 
faid : And having got cloſe to them 

der covert of ſome very thick Buſhes, they 
perceived that they were three Men, one 
of whom began to ſay, If this Storm 
continues all Night, I doubt whether our 
project will ſucceed. lam of your opinion, 
reply'd another, and the Hermit de la Serre 
will be certainly impatient at our ſtaying 

10 long. Tis a rare fellow, ſays * | 
chax 


OR. 
that Brother Criſpin - he hides a great 

deal of Knavery under that Cloak of Re- 
ligion, by which he inſinuated himſelf ſo 
far into the favour of thoſe who gave 
him that Hermitage; he is ſo artfull a Hy- 
pocrite, anſwered the other, that he'd de- 
ceive the Devil himſelf ; he has got the 
Reputation of a Saint all over the Coun- 
try, though he is the arranteſt Rogue in 
the Kingdom. Tis now twelve Years 
fays the ſecond, that he has lived by har- 
bovring Thieves to my Knowlege; and 
in all that time he has been ſo lucky, as 
never once to have been either in the 
Hands of Juſtice, or ſo much as ſuſpected 
of doing an ill Action; whereas there are 
fo many others, who are taken and hang'd 
for the very firſt Fact. It muſt be owned, 
ſays another, his Hermitage is very con- 
venient for our Trade, and the Cave he 
has dug under it is a Place old Nick him 
ſelf could hardly find out. There was 
not a hole in the World where we cou'd 
better have concealed the Fifteen Hundred 
Crowns which we ſtole Yeſterday from the 
Merchant you know of > that's the moſt 
conſiderable Robbery, I believe, that has 
been committed a great while in this 
Country. If the Rain does but give over, 
fays he that. ſpoke firſt, I don't: „ 
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of getting as much to Night : Upon this 


they fell to contriving the means they 


ſhou'd make uſe of to compaſs their De- 
ſign, Garay did not miſs one ſingle word 
they ſpoke ; he knew the Country as well 
as if he had been born in it, and knew the 
Hermit they ſpoke of very well ; *till then 
he was ſo far from imagining he was of that 
Profeſſion and that his Hermitage was a Re- 
ceptacle for Thieves, that he had believed 
him to be a very holy Man, He returned 
ſoftly back to the Place where he had left 


| Rufina, and told her what he had heard; 
there they remained without making the 
leaſt Noiſe, either with their Horſes or 


themſelves, for fear of being diſcovered. 
and by that means diſabled from making 
their Advantage of this Accident : But 
when they found the Rogues were-gone, 
they rode on to an Inn which they knew 


of, and there ſtay'd all the following Day 
to conſult what they ſhould do. Having 


contrived every thing, they went towards 
the Hermitage where Brother Criſpin 
dwelt (this was the Hermit's Name) and 


being now pretty near it, Garay tyed 


Rufina to a Tree, upon which ſhe fell to 
ſcreaming as loud as ſhe could bawl: Is 
there no body here to aſliſt a wretched 


Woman, and reſcue her from her Mur- 
therer? 
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therer ? Ah Heaven! take Compaſſion on 
me, and Revenge my injured Innocence. 
Garay on the other hand Played his part 
extremely to the Life, Crying out, tis 
in vain to call for help, Recommend 
thy ſelf to God for that little time thou 
haſt to live; for nothing can ſave thee ; as 
ſoon as ever thou art faſten'd to this Tree, 
J will make a Paſſage for thy Soul with 
this Poynard. Criſpin heard her at her 
very firſt Squaul, and being alone ia his 
Hermitage (which did not often happen, 
for he was generally every Night accom- 
panyed by Gentlemen of his own Pro- 
feſſion, who were not quite ſo holy as to 


work Miracles) he laid hold of two Pi- 
ſtols, and coming to the Place where he 


had heard the Noiſe, diſcharged one of 
them ;. which was very convenient for 
Garay ; for it being agreed that he ſhould 
fly when any Body came to them, it might 


now be thought that the Fright he had 


taken at the Noiſe of the Piſtols, might 


make him run away, He immediately got 


upon one of the Horſes, and holding 
Cother by the Bridle gallopp'd off as faſt as 
his Horſe could lay Legs to ground. 
Criſpin drew near, and by the Light of the 
Moon, which then- ſhone very bright, he 
faw Rufing all in tears, and in appearance 

terrified 


1 
terrified with the danger ſhe had been in 
and to carry on the Plot, ſeeing Criſpin: | 
approach, ſhe cryed ont : Art thou re- | 
11 turn'd then, Villain? Have you recovered | 
| N your ſelf from the fright which the Pi- 
| ſtol put you into, and come now to exe- 
s eerte thy eruel purpoſe ? I have none to 
defend me; take my life; but be aſſured, 
N t hat being innocent as I am of what is 
laid to my charge, Heaven will not fail 
Y 


to chaſtiſe thee. The Hypocrite Criſpin, - 
hearing her talk thus, reply'd, I am not 
the Perſon you take me for, Madam, but 
 _ one that comes to aſſiſt you upon ſo preſ- 
ſing a neceſſity, and to fave your Life. 
What is become of the Traytor that at- 
tack'd it, and obliged me, contrary to the 
Nature of my Profeſfion, to make uſe of 
Arms to defend yon ; believing that this 
Action of Charity would be meritorious. 
in the Eyes of God? Saying this he untied 
| her from the Tree to which ſhe had been 
faſtened, which he had no ſooner done, than 
Rufina caſt herſelf at his Feet, ſaying, are 
you then the Man, Brother Criſpin (for ſhe 
knew his Name) that brought me this mira- 

_ culons aſſiſtance; ſurely Heaven revealed to 
you the injury that was intended me; ſince 
you came with Arms ſo contrary to your 


profeſſion, to puniſh ſo great a Cruelty. 
9 May 
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May Heaven reward the charitable aid 
you have given to an innocent Woman, 
who was left defenceleſs. I can no other- 
ways return the benefit J have received 


of you, than by my Prayers for a Man to 


whom lowe no leſs than my Life, which 
was expoſed to the Rage of a Brother, 
who had elſe ec'er now deprived me of 
it. 5 

Brother Criſpin was mightily taken with 
Rufina (for he was by no means a deſpiſer 
of the Sex) but as he was obliged to 
keep up his Hypocriſie by a ſeeming M o- 
deſty and a reſtraint of his Deſires, he 
forbore to mention a Word of Love, or 
to do any thing that might lean that 
way; but continuing his fictitious Sancti- 
ty, he ſaid to her, I am not worthy of 
the leaſt of the Favours that it hath 
pleaſed God to beſtow upon me; but I 
do my utmoſt to live virtuouſly, and to 
ſerve my Creator ia this retreat, where 


bis Divine Majeſty hath ordained that 1 


ſhould have it in my Power to Succour 


You: I return him my moſt hearty. thanks 


therefore, and am overjoyed at having 
been of ſo much uſe to you upon this occa- 


fon. I can offer you only a poor Cell 


for this Night and indeed for as long as it 
mall ſeem good unto you, even until you 
* | "fait 
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ſhall have accommodated matters to your 


content, and that your Brother's Wrath 


is appeaſed. I again aſſure you that it 
is wholly at your Service, and Ioffer it as 
cordially, as a good Chriſtian ovght to do 


unto his Neighbour; for I took this Ha- 
bit upon me, only in order to execute theſe 


and the like Charities. Rufina once more 
returned him thanks for his Civilities, 
ſtill ſhedding Crocodile Tears; which 
all Womankind, (but this Woman in par- 
ticular,) can do at Pleaſure: She very 
readily accepted the offer he made her, as 


being a thing of the utmoſt Importance to 
their Deſign: They moved therefore to- 


wards the Hermitage; and Brother Criſ- 
pin, who began to be moſt violently Smit- 


ten, obſerving that Rufins was tired, en- 


deayoured to comfort her by Soothing 
Words, and at laſt took her by the Arm 
to help her to walk. Be opened the 
Door of the. Hermitage; and when they 
were entered, Rufina was very much Sur- 
priz'd at the Sight of a ſorry Plank, upon 
which he pretended to Lye a-Nights, with 
a Crucifix at the head of this ſcurvy Bed, 
and a Diſcipline (a Whip) Hanging upon 
a Nail; which with a lame Table, was all 


che Furniture: She began to repent her 


being come thither ; for the W 
9 e 
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the place, and Criſpin's aſſumed Modeſty | 


by no mens agreed with what Garay had 
over heard from the three Rogues in the 
Wood. The good Brother, perceiving 
that Rufina look't upon his Furniture 
with no very great Content, ſaid to her, 
My Dear Siſter, this Habitation no doubt 
ſeems very unpleaſant in your Eyes, and 
promiſes you but an uneaſie Lodging, how- 
ever do not deſpair, I will provide you 
better than you imagine. It is very lucky 
that I have no Body here now to perform. 
their Nine Days Vows for a Child, which 
ſome devout Souls are often us'd to doin 
this Hermitage: Some of them have had 
the foreſight to ſet up Beds and other 
Furniture here, that they may be ready 
for them at any time, The Hypocrite 
lyed in this, for having asked her whether 
ſhe was of Malaga, and ſhe having reply'd 
no, he was. emboldened to make her be- 
lieve that thoſe Beds were for thoſe that 
came to do their Devotions, whereas he 
himſelf for his own eaſe had got very good 
Quilts and all things elſe neceſſary for a ſoft 
Bed, nay for two, that he might accom» 
modate the private Gueſts he often enter- 
tained, Theſe Things were in the Cave 
beneath, where he concealed the Goods 
which thoſe Sons of Rapin brought 75 
TS ore 
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ſore againſt their Owners conſent. He 


beg'd her to ſtay a Moment, while he 
went down and fetch'd wherewithal to 
make a very good Bed in alittle retired. 
Chamber, at ſome ſmall diſtance from his 
own. They had a better Supper than 
Rufina expected: They had a Tolerable 
good Soup, with ſome boyled Meat, 
and Rabbet, which Criſpin pretended had 
been left him by one of his Devotees, to 
whom he was exceedingly obliged: And 
there were ſome excellent Fruits of the 
Seaſon for a Deſertt. 

Rufina putting a conſtraint upon the 
natural Gayneſs of her Temper was mighty 
ſerious all Supper time, ſeeming to have 
very little Stomach to eat, through the 
fatigue and grief of the accident that had 
happened to her. The pious Hermit too 
appeared to have no manner of Appetite, 
either that he did not like the food or 
that he was willing to ingratiate himſelf 
with his Gueſt, by imitating her: He 
abſtained from eating, but not from fix- 
ing his Eyes upon her all the while the 


Meal laſted. At the end of it he ſaid the 
Sratias, as he had done the Benedicite at 


the beginning. When the Cloth was 
taken away Brother Criſpin being curious 
do learn of Rufina the cauſe of her Bro- 
in N ni.... 
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ther's extream fury, beg'd her:tocommuni- 
cate it to him, which ſhe did in theſe Terms. 

Though to relate the cauſe of my Sor- 
ros, be to recall them a freſh; yet you, 
my Brother, have laid ſo high an Obliga- 
tion upon me, that it would be ingrati- 
tude in me not to let yan know what you 
ask: Hearken then with Patience, and 1 
will relate it. 

1 was born in the City of Almeria of 
noble Parents whoſe Family had long 
flouriſh'd in that Place. They had no o- 
ther Children beſides my ſelf and my Bro- 
ther, who is a Year older than I am. My 
Father and Mother dyed before I was fif- 


teen Years Old. Being young and having 


this Face, which you ſee, and which was 
not thought ugly, ſeveral Gentlemen ſought 
me in Marriage, to which my - Brother 
would never lend an Ear, always charging 
them with ſome defects, either in their 
Eſtates or in their Birth; ſo that not one 
of them cou'd ſucceed as he wiſhed, I be- 
lieve the real cauſe of this Refuſal was the 
deſire my Brother had of putting me into a 
Nunnery where I had two Aunts. I dif- 
covered his Intention, by their preſſing 
me inceſſantly to take the Veil. For my 
part, it was always the leaſt of my 
Thoughts; ſo that I never returned them 
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an Anſwer to their Satisfaction: Which 


vexed my Brother, and made him look 


upon me with an evil Eye. In the Inte- 


rim, a Cavalier, who had left Alneria 


when he was a Boy, returned from Flan- 
ders, having by his good Service obtained 
firſt a Company of Foot and afterwards 


one of Horſe : After which he became very 


deſirous of viſiting his native Country. 
Having got leave of his General he came 


in a very good Equipage both of Cloaths 


and Horſes. He was tolerably Rich, and 
had a great many Arrears due to him in 
the Army for Service from the time that 
he left Almeria. He ſaw me one day at 


Church: He ask'd who [ was ; and being 


informed, he began to have an Affection 
towards me, and conſequently to gallant 


and write to me. To make fhort, ha- 
ving conſidered the Teſtimonies of Love 


that he gave me, the Equality there was 
between us as to Birth, and the excellent 
Qualities he was endued with, I thought 
my ſelf obliged to make him ſome return 


to his Affection, and to let him into our 


Houſe : Which 1 ſhould never have done, 


had he not aſſured me that he deſign'd 


nothing but what was Honourable. I 


had then a very good Opportunity, for 


my Brother was at that time Sick of a vio- 
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Tent Diſtemper which almoſt killed him 
(and I wiſh it had done it quite, I ſnould 
-not have been now in this melancholy. 
.Gondition) One of thoſe that courted me, 
Jealous of this new Comer, who he found 
engroſſed all my Favours to his prejudice, 
awatch'd him ſo narrowly, that in a little 
time he ſaw bim come in and go out of 


our Honſe at diſorderly Hours; he made 


uſe of this handle to revenge himſelf of 
the contempt, wherewith 1 uſed him, 
'by giving my Brother information of what 
paſſed. - One Day when he came to viſit 
him, finding him alone, he gave him an 
account of all that he had ſeen. My Bro- 
ther, who was now upon the Recovery, 
got up, and was ſoon an eye Witneſs of 
the Truth of what t'other had told him. 
But he-conld not at preſent take his re- 
venge being as yet too Weak with his 

Inneſs; therefore he deferr'd it to aſbetter 

-Opportonity : He was extremely pro- 
voked at my having placed my affeQion 
upon that Captain, and proteſted that he 
had not been half ſo much concerned if it 

had been any body elſe; for he had had a 

quarrel with his elder Brother, and from 
that time they had never been well to- 
gether. - N 
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My Brother at length entirely reco- 
vered his Health, and finding that the Cap- 
tain was ablent from Almeria, he told me 
he would carry me to Malaga, to ſeean 
Aunt of ours, who was a Nun of the 
Order of St. Bernard: Believing him to 


be Sincere (for I did not know that he 
was acquainted with what had paſs'd be- 


tween the Captain and me) I readily con- 


ſented, and was very glad of the Journey, 
| becauſe | loved that Aunt, who returned 


my Affection by ſeveral little works which 
ſhe ſent me: We therefore ſet out each of 
us upon a Horſe, with two Servants; 


when we were come near this Wood, he 


ſent them before to take a Lodging, and at 
the Place where you found me, it being 


almoſt Night, he pulled me by ſorce off L 


my Horſe, and put me into the condition 
wherein you ſaw me; and | had infallibly 
been murthered, if by good Fortune you 
had not been near to ſave me: He was ſo 
terrifyed by the Noiſe of your Piſtol, 
that he fled with all his Speed, and left 

me tied to that Tree. May Heaven make 
you amends for this Charitable deed : 


2 Which While I have Life I ſhall remem- | 


ber, 

Brother Criſpin comfbrted: his Gueſt as 
well as he was able, and offered to aſſiſt 
f E 2 | her 


(199 ) 
her to the vtmoſt of his Power: And it 
being late, they retired to reſt. Criſpin 
found himſelf violently enamoured of 
Rufina, and was extremely deſirous of 
declaring his paſſion ; but he dreaded be- 
ing known for what he was. She went to 
the Bed which had been prepared for her, 
and Criſpin to another very good one 
he kept concealed ; for whatever Avſte- 
rity he might make an outward Show of, 
he was at the bottom very voluptuous. He 
flept not a.wink all the Night, revolving 
in his- mind how he might declare his Love 
to his Gueſt. In this Condition he was 
found by the Day light, which was vſhered 
in by the Pipes of the little Birds in the 
Neighbouring Fields: He got up, as did 
Rufina a little while afterwards: She pre- 
ſently went into the Chapel of the Her- 
mitage, where ſhe obſerved the good Her- 
mit upon his Knees before the Altar. 
Scarce did he hear her enter, but he left 
his Prayer (if he was ſaying any at all) and 
turned his Head to look at her with whom 
he was ſo dreadfully ſmitten, that he could 
not help doing it. Rxfina imitated him in 
his Hypocriſie, and fell upon her knees, 
in which poſture ſhe continu'd a good 
while, and much longer than ſhe deſired ; 
Far ſhe.had no great kindneſs for „ 
| 5 her 
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ker Knees by praying. When ſhe faw 
that Criſpin had finiſhed his Prayer, ſhe 


inſtantly left hers, The Brother drew 


near to her and ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord, 
my Siſter in Chriſt, and grant you to live 
happy the remainder of your Days, ſhow- 
ring down upon you as many Bleſlings 
both Ghoſtly and Bodily, as I wiſh you; 
Tell me, I pray, thou perfe& Creature of 
the Almighty, how did yon reſt this 
Night? Very well, Brother, reply'd ſhe;- 
thro' your Kindneſs, though the trouble I 
am in gives me great diſturbance. Re- 
poſe, ſaid Criſpin, is the. beſt Nouriſh- 
ment the Body of Man can receive, aud E 
believe it is as neceſſary as Eating. Place 
your coufidence in- Heaven, and do not 
deſpair that this ſorrow will be converted- 


into joy. May the divine Goodneſs. ſo or- 


der it, ſays ſhe. 


From thence they went into a little 


Room which had a Proſpect into the Fields, 
and being ſate down, Brother Criſpin be- 
gan in this manner: Verily, when | ſee 


Mien diſturbed, and even as it were tranſ- 
ported beyond themſelves by the Beauty 


of Women, I cannot help excuſing them; 
becauſe the fragil part of our Veſſels al- 
ways prevails, and the Heart is naturally 
inclined to wiſh for what the Eyes behold 
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with pleaſure, eſpecially when that Obje& 
is the' moſt charming of all God's Works. 


From hence, my dear Siſter, I leave you to 


judge what muſt be our thoughts of the 
Celeſtial Beauties and the Supernatural 
Marvels into which our Senſes are not 
able to dive. When I quitted the World, 
which was at an Age when I knew no evil, 


J propoſed as much as poſſibly I could, to 


avoid the ſight of that wonderful Sex, 
which are juſtly nominated the molt lovely 


parr of the . For I begun to find 


my ſelf a Man, and none but Angels can 
help being touched with their charms: I 


am much more convinced of this truth at 


this day, than I was in that age of inno- 
cence; and I tov well perceive that | muſt 


ſpeedily fly from you, if 1 would avoid 


falling into the Net which the Devil 
ſpreads before me. All that J have ſaid, 


Madam, is only to let you ſee, that Beau- 


ty is very dangerous, and tbat 1 find my 
Soul to be in great peril fince I beheld 


yours: Be not alarm, I pray you, 


to hear me talk thus: I own it is a little 
improper for the Habit I wear and the 
profeſſion I have embraced ; but I am ſtill 
a Man, and conſequently ſubject to all 


humane Infirwities. 


. 
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Having done ſpeaking lie for the ürſk 


time affected a Bluſh, which in reality he- 
was never capable of. Rufina counter- 
feited a Modeſty of the ſame Stamp; but 
as Opportunity now knocked at her door, 
ſhe would not refuſe to let it in, bot 
made him this reply: Though I very well 
know I am not of the number of thoſe 
whoſe Beauty can give uneaſineſs to Man- 
kind, I confeſs, my good Brother, that 


I am of your mind in this point : For the 


power of Beauty is - fo irreſiſtible, that- 
U my ſelf am overcome by it like other 


Folks, and take deligbt in nothing more 


than in viewing an agreeable Face, and 
admiring its effects; and therefore Ido not 


wonder that Men 'are reduced to ſome 


extremity when they are paſſionately in 
Love, ſince Beauty acts with ſuch extra- 


ordinary force. I as little wonder it 
ſhould have the ſame effect upon thoſe 
that are retired from the World as it has 


upon thoſe who are the moſt engaged in 


it, becauſe they are not ſo perfect as to 


be entirely purified from humane paſſions : 
And lam now much more ſenſible of the 


Obligation 1 lie under to you, than [ was 
before, ſince I hear that the favonr you 


have done me has been at the expence of 
- your Repoſe, and to the hazard of your 
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Reputation. I could heartily wiſh I were 
not the unhappy caaſe of this diſorder; 
but as there is no body hears you but my 
_ ſelf, you may be aſſured of my Secrecy. 
For the reſt, as you delired to know the 
Hiſtory of my Adventures, I beg you not 
to conceal: yours from me, but to tell me 


what could oblige you to quit the World 


ſo early, and to throw your ſelf into ſo 
Solitary and ſo auſtere a way of living: 
For though I plainly ſee you did it for 
the Salvation of your Soul; yet I have 
obſerved in you ſuch Qualifications as 
might have gained you eſteem in your 
Youth, and have made you defer the exe- 
cution of ſo painful an enter prize to ano · 
ther Seaſon. . 1 6 

Kuſfina ſpoke in this as the falſe Hermit 
could have wiſhed, and in Ecſtacy of plea- 
ſure he took courage to tell her, that her 
Charms were 1o irreſiſtible, and had 
gained ſo abſolute a Dominion over him, 
that from the Hour ſhe had taken refuge in 
his Cell, he had had no repoſe for the paſſion 
ſhe had inſpired him with. Rufina did not 


aſſume an air of too much Cruelty upon 


this, but excuſed him in conſideration of 
humane frailty : And beſides, ſhe was 
unwilling to deprive him of all Hopes, 
which might have fruſtrated the deſigns 


ſhe 
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ſhe came upon: So that he ſeem d the moſt 


ſatisfied Man upon Earth. Rufina for 


two days together pretended to be lll, 
and kept her Bed, where ſhe was treated 


by her Hoſt with the moſt exquiſite Viands, 
which were brought him in the night time 
by. his Comrades in what quantity he 


pleaſed. The Reader may wonder that 


Rufina ſhould be ſo bold as to ſtay alone 


1n ſuch a Solitude with a man whoſe Cha- 


raQer ſhe ſo well knew; but ſhe was ſuffi- 
ciently acquainted with the paſſion he had 
for her; and rightly judging that perfect 


Love is never without Reſpect, ſhe did not 
need have any apprehenſion of any violence 
from him. What made her the more ſecure 


was, the Hope ſhe fed him with, that as 
ſoon as ever ſhe heard her Brother was not 


at Malaga, ſhe ſhould give a favourable ear 


to his Addreſſes; but that the trouble ſhe 
was in, not being well aſſured that 


ſhe ſhould not be diſcovered in that place, 


made her unable to acknowledge as ſhe | 
ought the Merit that was in him, and with 
which ſhe was every day more and more 
charmed. In this manner ſhe gulled this 


Spiritual Gallant, who to haſten his happi- 


neſs, promiſed on his ſide to ufe his ut- 
moſt endeavours, by means of his Friends, 
to know if her Brother was {till at Malaga. 
| „ 1 
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which was what they had promiſed them- 


ſelves the night before, when they re- 
tired into the Wood, where Garay had 
over heard their whole Contrivance, but 
which they could not execute till the 
following Night, becauſe this Sum was 
in two great Bags, in Piſtoles and Qua- 
druples, which Criſpi in had diſcovered in 
a Houſe ia the Town, where he had often- 
received Charity, and not being able, by 
reaſon of the great Rains, to do their 


Job in the day time as they intended, they 


contented. themſelves with making a little 
Boy ſlip into the houſe where the Money. 
lay, who at midnight opened the door to 


them. 


The moment theſe three Rogues bad 


got the Money they brought it to the 
Hermitage. Criſpin, being unwilling they 


fould ſee his fair Gueſt, received them into 

his Chamber, where they ſtayed during 
ſopper time. They diſcourſed of divers 

things. . Among the reſt there was one, 
who having abandoned his Studies, had 
given himſelf to that infamous Courſe of 


Life, not conſidering the Family he was 


deſcended 


That very Night, the three Brothers in 
Tniquity, our holy Hermits moſt intimate 
Friends, came to his Cell, with a purchaſe 
of above two thouſand Crowns in Gold, 
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deſcended from, nor his Qualifications 
which were really very good. This Man 
was admired by them all for their beſt 


Companion: So that Criſpin, for their di- 


verſion and that they might not go to Bed 
ſo ſoon after Supper, begg'd him to tell 
them ſome ſtory or Novel; for he re- 
membered an infinite number : And he 


ask'd it, in ſome meaſure, to divert Ru- 
 fina, who from the Room where ſhe was, 


could hear every word that paſſed: Which 


Criſpin was not very uneaſy about; for he 


put ſo much confidence in her, that he did 


not care if ſhe knew all his Secrets, She 


was extremely rejoyced to find that Cri/- 
pin was the concealer of ſo honourable 
a Society, and ſhe was now fully ſatisfied 


that they were the ſame as thoſe. whom 


Garay had over heard in the Wood The 
Spark that Criſpin had requeſted to tell 


them ſome Novel, related what follows. 


Don Philip, a Gentleman of very high 
Quality, was Born at YVilla-franca, an An- 


cient City upon the Confines of Galicia: 


He was deſcended from a very Noble Fa- 


mily, and was brought up in his own 


Country, with his Elder-Brother Don Lod-- 


wick, and a Siſter nam'd Donna Cornelia e 
But his Father and Moth er leaving this 


World 
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World e're he was full fifteen Years of 
Age, he was forc'd into that Courſe of 
Life, which is commonly takn. by the 
younger Brothers of Noble Houſes, who 
have not much left them, and with the 


little Money he eould get together, he 
went to Trail a Pike in Flanders. 


He be- 
hav'd himſelf ſo Gallantly there upon ſe- 
veral Occaſions, that he got the Colours 
of a Company of Foot, and after other 
ſucceſsful Encounters againſt the Dutch, 
he was advanc'd to the Command of the 
fame. Company. Having afterwards, in 


that Charge, made yet greater demon- 


ſtrations of his. Conduct, and. Valour, he 
was honoured at length with the Order 
of the Knights of Alcantara, with an 
aſſurance of the firſt Commandry, that 


ſhould: be void, belonging to that Or- | 


der.. 3 
Having obtain'd that, he ſtill continu'd 
his Military Employments, till ſuch time 
as there was a Ceſlation of Arms made 


between the King and his Enemies of the 


Low-countries, to laſt a Year and a. Day. 


This Opportunity, together with the | 


News he receiv'd out of Spain, of his El- 


der Brother's Death, oblig'd him to deſire 


Jzave to make a Journey into his Covntry, 
where. two. Children his Brother had left, 
Hr | and. 
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and his own Siſter, ſtood in need of his 
Preſence; the former to be protected by 
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him, the latter to be diſpos d of in Mar- 


riage. 


Don Philip arriv'd at Villa- anca, a- 


' Fortvight after his Siſter's departure to 


Villadolid, where the Court was then, with 
an Aunt of his, a Widow, his Father's 
Siſter, who would needs have her along 
with her. This old Lady, who had a 
great Kindneſs for her, having reſolv'd 
to leave her all ſhe had ather Death, in 
hopes ſhe might, with thoſe Advantages, 
meet with a better Match. 5 
As ſoon as Don Pbilip was come into his 
Country, he took Order about his Bro- 
ther's Eſtate, and the Tuition of his 
Nephews, whom he left in the Cuſtody. 
of an Ancient Kinſman of his, whom ha- 
ving entruſted with the Care of their E- 
ducation and Maintenance, he reſolv'd to 


go and Viſit his Siſter at Villadolid. As 


he was ſetting things in Order for his 
Journey, paſſing through the broad Place 
of Villa. franca, he ſaw abundance of peo- 
ple going towards an Inn, which was at 
the end of it, accompanying two Litters, 
in. one whereof, there was an Old Gen- 
tleman; and in that which follow'd, a 
young Lady, whoſe tranſcendent Beauty 
| heightned 
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heightned by the ſumptuouſneſs of her 
Attire, raviſh'd the Eyes, and Hearts of 
all that beheid her, but above all thoſe of 
Don Philip: He was ſo inflam'd by that 


'Tranſient Sight of her, that, coverin 
with his Cloak the Order he was of, h 


followed the Litter, ſo tranſported out 


of himſelf, that he reflected not on what 
thoſe who obſerv'd him might ſay of his 
Demeanour. He ſaw her lighting at the 
Inn- gate; and if he was before rais'd into 

à kind of Aſtoniſhment at the Beauty of 
ber Face, he was now no leſs, at the 
handſomeneſs of her Body, the Magni- 


ficence of her Apparel, and the ſweetneſs 


of her Complexion. In a word, he was 
reduc'd to ſuch an Extremity, by the 
Paſſion he immediately felt in bimſelf for 
her, that he made enquiry, and ſet himſelf 


to find out, who that Miracle of Perfecti- 


on might be, who had ſo of a ſudden 
ſurprix d his Heart, and attain'd fo abſo- 
lute a diſpoſal of his Liberty. 

ie was ſoon ſatisfi'd, as to that parti- 
.cular; for meeting with one of her Ser- 


vants, going from the Inn towards the 


Market- place, he with much Civility ask'd 


him, who that Old Gentleman was, and 


.whither he was then going? The other, 
who underſtood Civilicy well enough re- 


turn'd 
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turn'd him this Anſwer : The Gentlemm 
whoſe Name you are ſo deſirous to know, . 
and who is my Maſter, is called the Mar- 
quiſs Grimani, @ Perſon of the bigbeſt Rank 
next to Soveraign Princes, who comes into 
Spain, an ordinary Ambaſſadour, from the 
Emperour of Germany, to his moſt Catho-. 
lick Majeſty Hie brings along with bim his - 
Beautiful Daughter, the Lady Eleanora, fo 
be Married to Henricus, his Excellency's - 
Nephew, who is at the preſent at Villadolid, . 
a Gentleman of extraordinary Worth, who in 
| the Flower of his Youth left Germany, to go 
and ſee Foreign Countries, He has travelld 
all over Europe, and is now reſolv'd to make © 
bis abode in Spain, baving already continued - 
ſome time at Court, with a very great Train, 
and is very higbly in Favour with bis Cat ho- 
lick Majeſty, and well reſpected by all the Mo- 
"bility about the Court; nay bis Generoſity and 
excellent Converſation bas acquired him the 
| Eſteem of all the greateſ# Perſons in this Coun- 
try. This Harriage of Signior Henrick, 
bad been treated of in Germany witb this Lady 
Eleanora, the only Daughter of my Maſter, 
who leaving his Country upon the being Ho- 
noured by the Emperour with the preſent Em- 
| baſſy, has ſollicited the Buſineſs with great ear- 
- neſtneſs ;, ſo that his Imperial Majeſty ſeems 
» deſirous that this Match ſhould go forward. 
A We 
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Mo came by Sea, but had ſuch diſtreſs of Wea 
ther, that we were like to be caſt away ſeveral 
times, While we were in that Danger, my 
Maſter, a Gentleman much inclin d to De- 


votion, made a Vom that if be eſcap d, through 


the Interceſſion of the Glorious Patron of Spain, 


be would viſit the Place where his Sacred Body 
es buried, ſo well known all over the World, 


for the great Miracles daily done there. Being 


come to Villadolid, my Maſter continu'd 
there fifteen Days, during which time, all 
things were agreed upon, in order to the Mar- 


riage. That great Affair being concluded, he 
would needs perform his Vom, and go to St. 
James's. His Nephew Henrick is not come 
along witb bim, but ſtays at Villadolid, to 
fend to Rome for the Diſpenſation ; for the 
Lady Eleanora, aud Seignior Henrick are 
Couſin. Germans. Thus Sir, I think I have 
ſatisſi d your Deſire, as to the Queſtion you put 
0 me. % | 
Dion Philip gave the Servant many thanks 
for the Account he had given him of 
his Maſter, and aſſur'd him he would re- 
quite his Kindneſs, if it lay in his Power, 
and ſo took leave. This Difcourſe hap- 
pen'd after Night, as they walk'd over 
the Market - place; it being ſo dark as that 
the Marqueſs's Servant could not take any 


particular notice of Don Philip, who did 


all 
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all he could to avoid being diſcover'd. 
The Account he had receiy'd, that the 
Beauty, which had ſtollen away his Heart 
at the firſt Sight, was already engag'd, 
and within a ſhort time to be Married; 
caus'd him to return home a much fadder 


Man than he went out. This Affliction, 


with the Love which he already had for 
her, bereav'd him of all Reſt. That very 


Night, he would needs go and ſee the 


Marqueſs and his Daughter at Supper, yet 
ſo as he might not be perceived by them. 
The Maſter of the Houſe plac'd him ſo as 


that he might ſee all at his eaſe, yet not 


be ſeen himſelf ; and this was to leap out 
of the Frying pan into the Fire, The next 
Day, the Marquefs went thence, ſo as that 
Don Philip ſaw not the Lady Eleanora any 


more that time: Nor was he much trou- 


bled at it, for having in the Night advis'd 


with his Pillow, to find out ſome Remedy 


for his Diſquiet, he found it neceſſary, 


that he ſhould not be ſeen, either by the 


Marqueſs, or his Danghter, or any one 


belonging to them, that he might the bet- 


ter compaſs a Deſign, which only Love 
could inſpire him withal. 


The Kingdom of Galicia, is very full 


of Mountains, and. conſequently the way 
to St. James s muſt be troubleſome: to 
| Travel 
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Travel; ſo * hh Aden could make 
but ſhort Journeys, whence Don Philip in- 


ferr'd, that he could not be back in leſs 


than twenty Days; preſuming he would 
make ſome abode at Compoſtella, to do his 


Devotions, and refreſh himſelf, e're he 
ſer out for his Return. Accordinely, he 
diſpos'd of his Affairs in order to the De- 
ſign he had bethought himſelf of, and 
taking leave of all his Acquaintance, he 


went to Pont ferrada, a Town which lay 
four Leagues further from the Court, than 


Villa. franca. He took up his Quarter ar 
an Inn, whence he ſtirr'd not in the D 
time, bot only took the Air a little in the 


Night, yet with ſuch a Caution as not to be. 
known to any : He diſcover'd himſelf to 
none of the Inhabitants, but only his- 
Landlord, whom he acquainted with his. 


Quality, and the Deſiga which brought 


himjthither. He was attended only by a- 
Servant whoſe Fidelity and Courage he 
had many years Experienc'd; for he had 
ſerv'd him as a Soldier, and waited on him, 
from the time of his firſt Departure from 
Filla- franca. Marco (fo was this faithful 
Servant nam'd) perceiving his Maſter more 
Melancholy than he was wont to be, 
and that ſomewhat kept him from reſting 
in n the Night; for he heard him diſquietly 
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turning in his Bed, and ſighing ever and 
anon; he imagin'd that the Cauſe of his 
Diſturbance was not at Pont-ferrada, in- 
aſmuch as if it had been, he would not 
have failed, Night or Day, to diſcover 
by his Viſits, what eould not be known by 
his Diſquiets and Sighs. Thus this diſ- 
creet Lover not diſcovering any thing of 
his ſecret Paſſion, Marco, could not gueſs 
at the Occaſions which bred ſuch a diſtra- 
ction in his Mind: Nay, though he did 
all that lay in his Power to pry into it, 


| Yet could he never meet with any Satis- 


faction. One Day, finding his Maſter all 
alone, and not- able to endure that Re- 
ſervedneſs in him any longer, he thus 
ſpoke to him. „„ 
Iſhould never baut imagin d, Sir, that 
you could be guilty of ſo great a Cloſeneſs 
towards a Servant, whom you have ever 
found Faithful, and to love you even beyond 


his own Life. You have beretofore thought 


me worthy the knowledge of your moſt important 
Secrets. Pardon me, if I preſume to tell you, 
that your Silence now gives me juſt Cauſe to 
conceive, That you hade not the ſame thought: 
of me, and that I muſt be guilty of ſome 
Crime, whereof ] have not my ſelf the leaſt 


apprehenſions. Wherein, I pray Sir, have I 


offended you ? You muſt needs barbour ſome - 
| | 1. 
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Can) 
ill thoughts of me, ſince you conceal from me 
the Diſquiets which deprive you of all Appetite 
or Reſt. Sure they proceed from Love, or 1 
am mightily miſtaken, Tou cloſe not your 
Eyes all Night, and ſpend the Day. in. Re- 
tirement, avoiding all Society, and giving 


yourſelf up to perpetual Solitude, and Melan- 


choly ; which. 1 am extremely troubled to ſee, 
Tou have left your Country, telling your 


Friends, that you were going to Court ; where- 


as you continne in an obſcure Place, where you 
are afraid to be known, 'Tis impoſſible for 
me to forbear grieving at it, as long as I am 
Ignorant of the Cauſe : Pardon my Curioſity, 
Sir, which however impertinent, is an Argu- 
ment of my Fidelity, and Readineſs to ſerve 


you. I know it is the Duty of a good and 


Faithful Servant, punctually and implicitly to 
Obey the Commands of bis Maſter, without 


inſinuating bimſelf further into his Secrets, 


than be is willing he ſhould be acquainted tbere- 
with, I have hitherto kept my ſelf within thoſe - 
Bounds, and bave ſo liv'd with you as that 
T fear not any Reproach you can make me. 


But now at laſt, my ancient Fidelity gives me. 


the boldneſs to ask you, what Buſineſs may 
have brought you to this Place ? Mhat occa- 
ſions your Diſquiet, and what you intend to. 
do in this obſcure Inn, where you admit not of 
any Enjoyments ? flave you. a greater Con- 
MET: nm ru os | fidence 
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fidence of the bappy Maſter of this Houſe, 


whom you bawe known but within this four 


e Days, than of an old Servant, of whoſe Zeal 
1 *% and Fidelity you have bad ſo many Experi- 
„ ences ? You have bitherto thought my Advice 
- worth the asking, nay have follow d it, in 
g things, for ought I know, of as great impor- 
3 |\3 tance as this, Marco having thus ended 
e. his Complaint, his Maſter conceiv'd him- 


s {| felf oblig'd to make him ſome Anſwer, 


e- which was this: Marco, I muſt confeſs, I 
"” bave looked on thee, and that juſtly as my 
or Friend; a Title T may well allow one who has 
m ſhar d with me in War the Dangers, in Peace 
y, the Enjoyments, I have been engag'd in, It 
us |} 1s a very hard thing, not to ſay impoſſible, 
ve that any Man ſhould in the diſpoſal of himſelf, 
nd tale a Courſe contrary to that intended him by 
to Heaven; though it be ſaid, that a Wiſe man 
ut | ſhatl have dominion over tbe Stars : That is, 
ts, | (as Aftrologers expound it) Humane Prudence, 
e- | ſhall elude the Decrees of Fate, I am Born to 
oſe - love a Beauty, which ſurprizing my Heart, 
at bas withal poſſeſs'd it ſelf of all the Faculties 
ve. of my Soul, I find my ſelf no longer Maſter 
ne. of my own Liberty; that I am not able to 
ay, male theleaſt diſpoſal of my Will, and ſo it 
a- were a Madneſs for me, to oppoſe the Inclina- 
to. tion, whereto the Soveraign Powers have made 
of mie ſubjeck. I ſuffer my ſelf to be fooliſhly 
= | OY cari ied 
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carried away by my Paſſion, though ] know 
well enough that 1 attempt a thing abſolutely 
impoſſible and beyond my Strength This 1s 
the Cauſe of my Diſquiet, Muſing, and Me- 
lancholy ſpending the Nights without Reſt, and 
the Days in Solitude, ſuffering a thouſand 
Afflictions which I cannot expreſs ; and loving 
where I am not to hope the leaſt return of Love, 
by reaſon of an Invincible Obſtacle that lies 
in my way, This is that which deſtroys 


amy Enjoyments, and poiſons all my Plea- 


ſures. | 
l hape ſeen that Divine Beauty, that Mor- 
tal Angel, that Prodigy of Miracles, who 


paſs'd through our Town with ber Father the 


Marqueſs Grimani : The excellent Endow- 
ments ſhe is Miſtreſs of, and which thou may ſt 
hade admir'd as well as my ſelf, are all the 
Excuſes I can allidge for the blindneſs of my 
Paſſion ; but they feed it not with any Hope. 
There is an Obſtacle lies between me, and the 
poſſeſſion of her, which I ſhall find it impoſſible 
to remove. This tranſcendent Beauty is al- 
ready made ſure to a Gentleman of great Worth, 


i, 


. I 
A — 


who is ber Couſin-german, named Henrick; | 


and methbinks,. I ſee her ready to joyn Hands 
with him, I hear ſuch high Commendations 


of bis Excellent Parts, that I find the little 


Hope I bad, ready. to leave me, I love her, 
er to ſay bitter, I Adore ber; and if F may 
| judge 
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Paſſion I have for her. 
in me to think of her, and that I cannot with- 
out Extravagance, ever hope ſhe may be mine, 


Pilgrimage. 
carry on this Buſineſs which is the Time 
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judge by the preſent Agitations of my Heart, 
1 may jay, it will never be diſingag d from the 
I know it is Madneſs 


to the diſappointment of a young Lord, who 
with the Advantages of Blood, has all thoſe 
of Nature Nay, I think it almoſt impoſſible, 
to find out ſome means to acquaint her with 


my Love, and to get a Letter convey'd to her. 


1 know that the Houſes, whence I derive m 
Extraction, are not inferiour to thoſe of Gri- 
mani and Henrick ; and conſequently, that 


am as Nobly deſcended as ſhe is; that would 
not be the greateſt Obſtacle, if I could but 


make my ſelf known at Court. I hear that ſhe 
intends thither, when ſhe returns from her 
hade but three Months to 


requiſite to get the Diſpenſation from Rome. 
I bave a long time conſider d with my ſelf 
of the means, bow I migbt get Acceſs to her; 


and that I conceive the moſt likely to take, is 


to counterfeit, what indecd is but too real, 4 
certain diſtraction of Mind By acting the 
Mad Man's Part, I migbt ſo diſguiſe my Ex- 


1 travagances, as that the Father, pleas d with 
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my Humour, may ferbaps carry me along 
with him to the Court. This certainly, is a 
Deſign fa ntaſtick enough, and not only contrary 
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to my Quality, but abſolutely oppoſite to my 
Opinion. I ſhould endeavour to raiſe my ſelf 
in the World. I bave a great Confidence, that 
at Court I ſhall be known to very few, becauſe 
1 bave been a long time out of Spain. Beſides 
theſe Conſiderations, the Habit I will put on, 
being altogetber extravagant; I ſhall be ſo 
diſguis'd, that my neareſt Friends and Rela- 
tions will hardly know me, If by this means, 
Jean get into the Marqueſs's Houſe, I ſhall 
hope the Plot will tale For I have beard this 
Lady is not fully ſatisfied with the Marriage, 
having underſtood that her Couſin is a Perſon 
of a debauch'd Life, and inelin d to Nomen; 
and that ſhe admits of bis Adareſſes only out 
of Obedience to her Father, I have commu- 
nicated my Deſign to the Maſter of the Houſe, | 
as being a diſcreet Perſon, who may ſerve me, 
and puts me in hopes to get me into the Mar- 
queſs's Service, when be comes to give him an 
Account of my pleaſant Extravagances, as 
we bave aiready agreed together, Thus, my 
dear Marco, have I giventhee a faithful Cha- | 
racker of my ſelf; thou know'ſt now as much 
as 1 do, as well of my Affliction, as my Love; 
miſtruſt not the Confidence / have of thee, 
and aſſiſt me with all thy Wit and Induſtry, 
or expect e're long to be a Witneſs of my De- 
parture out of this World, * 
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| Marco out of Compliance with his Ma- 


ſter, approv'd of the Project, though he 
doubted much the Succeſs of it. He ſaw 


his Maſter was too far tranſported to re- 


ceive any prudent Advice; ſo that he pro- 
mis'd to aſſiſt him according to the Deſign 


he had laid to get Acceſs to his Miſtreſs, 


and troubled not his Thoughts with any 


thing but how to compaſs it, It was his 


Buſineſs therefore to get Cloaths made for 


Don Philip, ſuitable to his Extravagance. 


He put him into a Caſſock after the old 
Faſnion, with Puffs at the Sleeves of 
Green Satin, and large Skirts, a Cloak 


ſomewhat like a Rocket, very ſhort, and 
a Milan-Cap of green Pluſh, Being thus 


diſguiſed, he chang'd his Quarters, and 
went to the Hoſt's Brother's Houſe, who 
alſo muſt of neceſlity be acquainted with 
the Secret. All this could not be done 
without ſome yellow Pieces, whereof he 
had brought good Store out of Flanders, 
with ſome- Jewels of Value he had got- 
ten by Gaming, at which he was very For- 
tunate. | N 

About this time the Marqueſs, with 
the Beautiful Lady his Daughter, were 
upon their Return from their Pilgrimage. 
pefore they got to Pont. ferrada, the Beams 
of his Litter broke, ” that he was forc'd 
mw | do 
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to come to the Town on Horſeback, and 
to ſtay there two Days, while the Litter 
was mended. The Marqueſs took up the 
ſame. lan where Don Pbilip had lodged, 
as being the beſt in the Town. The Hoſt 
being taught what he had to ſay to the 
Marqueſs, for the furtherance of Don Phi- 
Jip's Deſign, ſoon met with an Opportu- 
nity to do it. For as moſt Perſons of 
«Quality, when they Travel, are very in- 
quiſitive to know what is Rare or Re- 


mar kable at the Places through which they 


-paſs; the Marqueſs deſirous to hear what 
.there might be at Pont- ferrada, call'd for 
the Hoſt. Having travell'd ſeveral times 
before into Spain, he ſpoke the Language 
very well, was a very ſociable Perſon and 
glad of Company. 


The Hoſt being come. into the | Room, 


he began to ask him concerning the An- 
tiquities of the Town, the Illuſtrious Fa- 
milies that had liv'd in it, the Diſpoſition 


of the Inhabitants, the Beauty of the La- 


dies, and ſuch Particulars: Wherein the 
Hoſt ſatis fi d him, giving bim a very exact 
Account of all he knew. Among the An- 


tiquities, and Remarkable things of the 
Town, he came to ſpeak of Den Philip, 
telling ſuch Stories of him as might raiſe 
A. Deſire in the Marqueſs to ſee him. agg 
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There is come, (ſaid he to him) wirhin 
theſe fifteen Days, a very Yare Perſon to this 
Town, fantaſlically clad in green Stuff; but 
there is a greater Extravagance in bis Behae 
viour than there is in his Cloaths, and yet in 
the beighth of bis Diſtraction, there may ba 
obſer) d certain ſhadows of Underſtanding and 
Stayedneſs, which render bim excellent good 
Company. Being asd by ſome of our Inha- 
bitants, who he was, I am (ſaid be) Son to the 
River Sill, which paſſes by the Walls of this 


* Town, and deſcended from one of the moſt I- 
luſtrious Families of Galicia, He expects to 
be called your Honour, and your Lordſhip 


in Diſcourſe, and goes by the Title of Knight 
of the Noble Order of Prim-roſes, 
The Fooleries be tells to make good the Title 
he aſſumes, are ſo ridiculous, that they force 
Laughter from the moſt Melancholy, He ſel- 


dom comes out of his Lodging, Feeds high, 


and we cannot imagine whence we ſhould bave 
means to live at that Rate, He has a Ser- 
want to wait on him, who ky:ows the length of bis 
Foot, and complies with bim in his Madneſs, 
either for bis Advantage, or elſe be bas a ſoft 


Race in his Head, as well as bis Maſter ; and 


1 think em both very well worth your Obſer va- 
tion. I wonder the Knight has not been yet 


to wait on your Excellency, for be is mighty 


deſirous to Converſe with Strangers, and 
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them out as ſoon as be bears of their Arri- 


The Marquels, was/much pleas'd with 
this Relation of the Hoſt, and deſir d him 
to bring him acquainted with that Noble 


Knight. The fair Lady Eleanora expreſs d 
alſo a Deſire to ſee him, for ſhe had been 


preſent at the Hoſt's Diſcourſe. He 
gladly ſatisfi'd them, being over · joy d the 


Prologue of the Deſign had taken ſo well. 


He went to his Brother's to fetch him, 
having before told the Ambaſſadour, that 
he muſt Treat him Honourably, if he ex- 
pected to make any Sport with him; in- 
aſmuch, as being extremely Self. conceited 
in his Madneſs, he would be put out of 
21] Humour, if he were entertained with 
any Diſ- reſpect, or Indifferency. | 
The Marqueſs, who was a Perſon natu- 
rally inclin'd to Mirth and Civility, pro- 
mis d him he would obſerve his DireQi- 
ons. Whereupoa, the Hoſt matches a- 


way for Don Philip, who came into the 


Room very humorouſly in his Fool's Coat, 
making wry Mouths, and ſome fantaſtick 


Geſtures, the Introdudion to his future 


Extrayagauce. The Ambaſſadour, how 
1 ſoever he would appear, as being 
'd by his Quality to diſſemble, could 


| ot orbear 3 to lee him in thar 


Equipage, 
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Equipage, attended by Marco, who on the” 
other ſide, Acted very well the Part that 
had been given him. He went to receive 
him at the Chamber-door, with this Com- 
pliment : Welcome the Nobleſt piece of 
Gallantry that ever Spain ſaw - Welcome the 
Mirrour of all the brave Knights that ever 
were Celebrated for their Heroick Actions. 
The News your Excellency tells me, (reply's 
Don Philip) deſerves not the Reward that may 
be expected for it - You are extremely miſt aken, 


if you think your ſelf the firſt of thoſe who have 


admir'd Nature's Prodigality towards me in 
Excellent Parts and Endowments, Give me 
the Favour at leaſt, (anſwers the Marqueſs) 
to be one of the moſt faithfull Witneſſes thereof, 


which no doubt 1 ſhall, if you” pleaſe but to 


bouour me a while with your {meet Company. 


For as a rich Diamond, pleaſes all the World, 


ſo the Attractions of your Countenance, and 


the tranſcendent Inſinuation- of your Bebavi- 


our force the Admiration of all that ſee 
Don Philip was by this time got near the 


with a certain Alſtoniſhment on her Mira- 
culous Beauty, My Lord Marqueſs, (ſaid 


be to him) 7 beſeech you forbear at preſent the 


Praiſes you are pleas'd ro give me, for it were 
fo prophane thoſe which are due to this Excellent 
L 3 Creature. 


Whereupon looking 
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Creature, ] pray let me know whether ſhe be 
Jour Daughter; for if ſhe be, you will be much 
concern'din the Elogies I ſhall give this Mi- 
racle, Her coming into the World, was to 
Embelliſh our Hemiſphere, to ſupply Cupid 
with freſh Darts, to become the Load-(tone of || 
Hearts, the Delight of the Eyes, the Aſtoniſh- 


ment of the Univerſe, the Maſter-piece of © 


Heaven, and the Miracle of Nature: By the 


| Noble Order of Knigbthood I am of, I ſwear, 


That the very Minute I firſt caſt my Eye on L | 
this Accompliſh'd Beauty, I found my Heart 
was grown rehellious, and no longer mine; my 


Will bereav'd of all Freedom ; and my Soul 


become abſolute ber Slave, In a Word, Sir, 
I think my ſelf ſomewhat different from what _ 
1'was before, and the more I feel my ſelf, the \ 
w—_ am aftoniſh'd at the ſtrange Metamor- 
1 be Commendations you give me, renowned 
night, (replies the Lady) ſmell roo much 
of F 1 am Confident you do not your 
ſelf believe one half of what you bave ſaid, © 
and therefore it will be bard for you to perſwade 
ave to it. You conſider nat that you att againſ> = 


your own Sentiment, when you ſpeak againſt 


your Conſcience, 1 ſhould never adviſe a 
Gallant, who would raiſe himſelf an Eſteem 
with the Ladies, to hazard his own Diſap - 


pointment by ſoil a Prologue; for to give un. 
: 4 deſerved 


ä 
deſerved Praiſes breeds @ ſuſpicion of Imper- 
fections; and to be forc'd to make uſe of Falſe- 
bood brings Truth into queſtion. The Truth 
J tell you, (replies the Amorous Extrava- 
gant) is ſuch, ſo pure, ſo clear, and ſo far 
from all ſuſpicion of being otherwiſe, that you 
| ſhall ever find it as plainly in my Mouth as in 
your own Looking-glaſs. Be not ſo haſty, 
Honour able Knight, (ſays the Lady to him) 
be pleas'd to take a Chair, for we deſire to 
Diſcourſe with you at leiſure : Were it Hea- 
ven's pleaſure, Madam, (ſays Don Philip, 
as ſoon as he was fate) that I might ever 
continue near you But I ſee the Honour you 
are pleas'd to do me will be but ſhort, and my 
Foy ſoon be over; for I underſtand, that with- 
n two Days you leave this Place, and if you 
go without me, 1 ſhall Die out of pure Grief - 
In the mean time, give me leave to look on this 
Aan ſion as the Empyreal Heaven: ſince ſo 
great a Deity has Honour'd it with ber Preſence, 
We forget all Civility, (ſays the Marqueſs) 
when we fall into other Diſcourſe, before you 
have firſt entertain d us with your own Noble 
Adventures, that we may thereby know what 
Reſpects we ought to pay your Worth, There 
is not any due to me Sir, (replies the diſ- 
guis'd Cavalier) but that the Service I have 
vew'd you, may be the better receiv'd, I will 
give you an Account of my Extradion, and 
| 1 4 relate 
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relate to you the perfect Hiſtory of my Life 


hitherto; be pleaſed to afford your Attention to 
what I ſhall ſay. 


The Kingdom of Galicia, was hereto- 


fore Goyern'd by Counts, and afterwards 
by Kings. Gondamor Reign'd in that 
time, and continu'd a Widower after the 
Burial of his firſt Wife, by whom he had 


no other Children but the Infanta Theodo- 
mira, who coming to Reign after him was 


call'd the Wenching-Queen :. She fell in 
Love with the Gallant Cialto, one of the 


Richeſt and moſt proſperous Perſons in 
the Kingdom : He ever kept abont the 


Court, and was a Kinſman, (tho' ſome- 
what afar off) to the King, but his princi- 
pal Favourite, by which means he had 
££ce1s into the Infantas Chamber,and got of 
her that Favour whereby Mankind is pro- 
pagated. I prov'd to be the Iſſue of that 
Amorous Union; and the good Hour of 


my Birth happen'd at a time that the King 


chanc'd to be at his Danghter's Lodging. 


The Pains of Child-birth ſurpriz'd her, 


and being a Novice in ſuch Adventures, 
ſhe could not diſſemble her Labour, even 
in the Preſence of her Father, who ima- 
gin'd it was ſome other Accident had hap- 
pen'd to her: Her Women help'd her to 
Bed, not knowing the Diſeaſe that trou- 


bled 
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' bled her; but not long after I came into 


the World it ſeems, to run through all 
the Misfortunes that have happen'd to me 
ſince. ” | 

Being receiv'd into the World by a 


faithful Servant, who knew of my Mo- 


ther's Amours, ſhe took me in her Lap, 
to be deliver'd to a Brother of hers, who 
was al ſo acquainted with the Buſineſs, As 
ſhe went out of the Infanta's Lodging, ſhe 
meets with the King, going to viſit bis 
Pavghter. She was afraid his Curioſity 


would have prompted him to examine 


what ſhe had in her Lap; which made her 
turn back of a ſudden, and by a ſecret Pair 
of Stairs, go down into the Garden, where 
having diſpos'd of meinto a little Wicker- 
basket, ſhe put me into the River Sz, 


which ran by the Wall thereof, and told 


the Infanta that ſhe had deliver'd me to 
her Brother, as they had reſolv'd. I was 
carried a while on the Cryſtal-waves of 
that clear River; but at laſt, the Water 
growing ſomewhat: rough, I ſunk, and 


was receiv'd into the Arms of the God of 
that River, who encompaſs'd by his Fair 


Nymphs, conducted me into his own Cry- 
ſtal- Palace. Ade” | Mi; 
Tou may perhaps imagine this Diſcourſe a 
feign'd Story taken out of the Inventions of the 
L. 5 Poets; 
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Poets ; but give me leave to aſſure you, tbat 
tbe Buſaneſs happen d no otherwiſe than as J 
#ell you, I was brought up by the Nymphs 
in that Secret Manſion, and inſtructed by 
the God of the River, who wiſh'd 1 might 
prove worthy ſo Noble an Education. 
He caus'd me to be inſtructed in all manner 
of Sciences, and ſpar'd no Pains to make 
me an Accompliſh'd Perſon. 1 learnt 
three or four Languages, but particularly. | 
che Latine above any of the others. Being | 
arriv'd to the twentieth Vear of my Age, 
Love, to ſhew his Omnipotency, and that | 
all Places are under his Jurisdiftian, cavsd | 
his Flames 'to faſten on me even through | 
the Water. In that Virginal Company | 
of Nymphs, there was one, for whom the 
God of that Watery Habitation had a par- 
ticular Eſteem; and ſhe deſerv'd it, for 


ſhe very much excell'd all her Companions. 


Her Name was Auacarſia: Her Endow- 
ments were extraordinary, and her Beauty 
beyond all Compariſon. In Complexion 
and Stature ſhe came ſomewhat-near this 
fair Lady your Daughter, and had the | 
ſame. Advantage over the reſt of the |. 
Nymphs, as the Delphick-Torcb- has over | 
the other Planets. She played excellently ' 
well on all kinds of luſtruments; to ſum 
up all in a. Word, ſhe was a Prodigy 4 

; all | 
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all Perfections. I fell ſo paſſionately in 
Love with this Beauty, that 1 had not a 
Miaute's reſt, from the time that little 
Deity had Wounded my Heart, with 
the Mortal Darts of her ſparkling 
Eyes. | | 
_ . found it a hard Buſineſs to diſcover 
my Love to her, in regard I could never 
meet her alone: She was perpetually 
haunted by ſome of thoſe wholiy'd in that 
Chr yſtal Palace: They follow'd her every 
where, and would never be out of her 
Sight. But one Day, when all the other 
Nymphs were gone to a Muſick-meeting, 
at which were alſo to be read certain Le- 
ctures of Poeſie, being the ordinary Di- 
vertiſements of the God of that River; 
the Divine Anacarſia, pur poſely pretend- 
ed ſome Indiſpoſtion, to give me aa Op- 
portunity to ſpeak with her. She ſent me 
notice of it, by one who came to tell me 
from her, that ſhe kept her Bed only for 
my ſake, than which I could not have ex- 
pected a kinder Compliment from one of 
her Sex. I went to her Chamber, and 
found her careleſly laid on a Bed of Moſs, 
exceeding in whiteneſs the fine Sheets ſhe 
lay on, and diſputing as to Splendour and 
Light, with the Sun, who then bebe'd her. 
[was ſtartled at the Sight of ſo many 
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Charms, and was upon the Point of looſing 


all Senſe; an Effect Natural enough in 
thoſe who are truly touched with Love. 


But recovering my ſelf a while, though 


ſtill much troubled, and my Tongue but 


as it were newly looſened, | took the 
Confidence to make this "Diſcourſe to 


her. 


ce Adorable Nymph; the Glory of theſe 
deep Habitations, but the unavoidable 


«rack of thoſe Hearts, which are capti- 


« vated by your Beauty, my Soul, ſince 
« the firſt time I ſaw you, is abſolutely- 
ädiſpoſed to ſerve you; I have no power 
* over it, it is wholly yours, and glories: 
* in its Slavery. Treat it as a thing that be- 
& longs to you, and as have vowed it to 


„ you with an inviolable Fidelity. You 
& have done me an extraordinary Favour 


« in allowing me to declare the Amorous 
« Paſſion I have for you: May I further 
«© hope, that you will allay it; and if I 


“ ſhould be admitted to that Degree of fe- 


« licity, ſhould I not be the Happieſt and 
„ moſt Glorious of all Men? 


The fair Anacarſia, infinitely pleaſed” 


with ſo obliging a- Diſcourſe, and the 
Worth ſhe obſerv'd in me, highly ho- 


nour'd me with her Affection. and com- 


Ply 1 3 my Amorous- Deſires, in ſuch 
ſweet 
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ſweet and melting Expreſſions, as put me 


in hopes of the happy Accompliſhmear of. 


my Love, But it was not long e're our 
Diſcourſe was interrupted” by the God of 
the River, who finding neither of vs at the. 
Meeting, came ſtreight to her Chamber, 
and flunk in ſo ſoftly, that he over-heard 
ſome part of our Amorous Conference; 
which ſo incens'd him againſt me, that he 
immediately reſoly'd to give a check to my 
Preſumption. He laid Siege, with his 


clear Waters, to the Chamber of Anacarſia, 


and e're he had quite Damm'd up the 
Door, he caſt me out with ſuch violence, 
that he threw me to the Bank of the River. 
| preſently heard a Voice ſaying vnto me, 
&* Guademarus, thou art deſcended from 
% Kings, though it be a long time ſince 


they have had Scepters in their Hands; 
< Princes of another Family have diſplac'd 


them. Thou art born a Pagan, chuſe 


„hat Law thou thinkeſt beſt ; if thou 


4% wilt follow my Advice, take that which 


is obſerv'd in this Kingdom, under 


ce which lived thy Illuſtrious Anceſtors, 
* have juſtly baniſh*d thee out of my 
© Dominions, becauſe it was not fit I 


* ſhov]d ſuffer prophane Love ro be made 
* to a Nymph, who had vowed her Cha- 
6s ſtity to me as had mine to her. I 


have 


(230). | 
ce have promiſed her my Protection and 
4e Aſſiſtance in all things. Keep hencefor- 
* ward withia thy Kingdom, and aſlure 
thy ſelf 1 wiſh thy Good and Advance- 
% ment; ſo far am I from doing thee any 


“ prejudice. Whitherſoever Fortune ſhall 
« diſpoſe of thee, be Confident, thow 


* wilt not be out of the reach of my 
Care. 
With theſe Words the waters of the 


River, ſeem'd to ſtir themſelves into a 


gentle Curl, which being preſently laid, 
it became as ſmooth as it had been before. 
I immediately found my ſelf (by what Ad- 


venture i know not) in a pleaſant Garden, 


in the midſt of a Bed of fine Prim-roſes, 


which 1 look'd on as a good Omen, and 
thought my ſelf oblig'd to derive my Name 


thence. After wards at my Baptiſm, I 
took the Name of Peter Blaſco of Galicia, 
taking the Surname from the Kingdom 
which had been heretofore in the Poſſeſſion 


of my Predeceſſors, who have been dead 


this Four hundred Years, as I have found 
in Hiſtory, Belides that Name, 1 have 
taken, an Additional Title, that of Knight 
of the Noble. Order of Prim roſes, I have 
aſſumed it my ſelf; for an IUuſtrious Hero, 


as lam, may be his own Herald, and by 


what Appellations he pleaſes raiſe him- 


ſelf 
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ſelf above the Sphere of the common ſort 
ar People 
* Thus have I given your Excellency. 
4 an Account who I am and diſcovered to 
© you my true Original. If the Qualities. 


c and Endowments I own, deſerve the 


% Honour to be receiv'd into your Alli- 
<« ance, give me leave, O moſt Illuſtrious 
ec Marqueſs, to make wy Addreſles to 
< this Super-Cceleſtial Beauty, this Mira- 


% cle of our Age, whom Nature has hu- 


« morouſly pleas'd to frame for the De- 
% light of the Eyes, and torment of 
„Hearts. I only expect your good Will, 
ce give it me, | beſeech you, and thereby 
% ſatiche my extraordinary Paſſion, I 
ee think you ſo generous, that you will not 
& deny it me, if you conſider, that grant- 
© ing it not, you bereave me of my Life, 
« which you know is the moſt Illuſtrious 
of any in Europe; and are conſequently 
© ſatisfied, that the World, lofing in me, 
* the moſt Renowned Knight it ever had, 
de muſt withal loſe the worthieſt Kinſman 
ce of his-Catholick Majeſty. 
He deliver'd theſe laſt Words, with 
ſuch pleaſant Geſtures, the better to ex- 
preſs the Violence of his Paſſion, that 
both the Marqueſs and his Davghter had 
much ado to forbear Laughing. Marco 
was 


; Cn) 
was aſtoniſh'd to ſee the Force of that Paſ- 
ſion, which.of an Accompliſh'd Gentle- 
man made a Ridiculous Laughing - Stock; 
and could turn a Perſon of Eminent Parts 
and Judgment, into a Counterfeit Extra- 
vagant : for if he had not pretended the 
loſs of his Wits, he had loſt all the hopes 
of his Love; and he could not have got- 
ten near ſo Fair a Lady, upon any Account 
but that of Madneſs. | | 

The Marqueſs compoſing his Counte- 


nance to more Serioyſneſs, return'd him 


this Anſwer. © Seignior Don Pedro Blaſco, 
* the molt Illuſtriovs, and only Knight 
«© of the moſt Noble Order of Prim. roſes, 
l am extremely pleaſed with the Know- 
& ledge you have given me of your Per- 
„% ſon, and the Account you have enter» 


* tain'd me with of your Miraculous Birth, 
« and Noble Education: Had a Perſon, 


e leſs Illuſtrious than your ſelf, acquainted 
& me therewith, I -ſhould have miſtruſted 
« his Diſcourſe, and imagin'd he told me 
4 Fables: But a Perſon of your Worth 
_«< and Quality, ought to be credited in all 
_ «things. What further Confirms me in 
« the Truth thereof, is, that he is no Jeſs 
& than a Prince who ſpeaks to me. Be- 
„ lieve: me, I have a great Reſpect for 
« your: rare Qualities, and ſuch an Ho- 

* nour 
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*© nour for your Perſon, that I would 
* aſſure you my own is wholly at your 
e Service, I have that Eſteem for your 
< Friendſhip, that I ſhall endeavour the 
{© continuance of it while I live, I wiſh 
© my ſelf a natural Inhabitant of this King- 
„ dom, that I might have the greater 
* Opportunities to further your Satis- 
© faction. I ſhall ſtay here but till ſuck 
time as his Imperial Majeſty ſhall ſend 
„Order for my Return; but during the 
„ Abode I ſhall make here, command me 
* in any thing that lies in my Power: As 
© for the permiſſion you Deſire, to make 


* your Addreſſes to my Daughter, I from 


© this time give it you, and I allow her to 
* accept of it, and to entertain you kinde 
* ly; but ſhe is already made ſure to a 
* Couſin of hers, and I have ſent to Rome 
* for a Diſpenſation, which once come, 
** the Marriage will be concluded: This 
% Obſtacle lies in your way, and you will 
** find it a hard matter to remove it. I 
* am ſorry I had not the happineſs of your 
** Acquaintance before; for how gladly 
** would I have embrac'd the honour of 
having a Son. in Law of your Worth 
and Quality, and to fee my Family allied 
* to the Blood Royal of Galicia? The 


** end of moſt Courtſhips is Marriage ; of 
„yours 
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s yours you ſee it cannot be: To addreſs 
* your ſelſ to my Daughter upon any o- 
* ther Account, I know you would not: 
The Husband ſhe expects is a Perſon of 
5 © fo much Gallantry, as not to receive 
IF * any ſuch Aﬀront. 
it Our diſguis'd Extravagant broke forth 
it into great Reſentments upon his obliging 
it Diſcourſe, which made excellent Sport for 
all that were preſent, But having — 
their fill, the Marqueſs and his Daughter 
could not forbear making Charitable Re- 
fleQions on that ſtrange kind of Diſtraction. 
It pity'd them to ſee a Gentleman every 
way ſo Accompliſhed, fallen into ſuch un- 
heard of Extravagance, as to alledge him- 
ſelf deſcended from a River, and brought 
up in it Five hundred Years before: While 
ſome that were preſent, purpoſely to urge 
him to ſpeak, oppos'd the Stories he had 
told them, and he endeavour'd to give 
them Satisfaction; the Marqueſs ac 
quaiated his Daughter with a Deſign that 
came into his Mind, which was to carry | 
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Don Pedro along with him to the Court, 
1 it being likely he would find them excellent 
(| Sport by the way: They reſolv'd to treat 


him as aPerſon of Eninent Quality, hav- 


4 ing underſtood by his Servant, that he 
|| was really ſuch, and that upon his Reco- 
| 55365 very 
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very out of a great Sickneſs, that Mad- 
neſs had ſeiz d him. The Lady Eleano- 
ra was very well content, leaving it to 
ſome other time to acquaint: him therewith. 

Don Pearo Blaſco coming to take his leave 
of the Marqueſs, ſaid to him, that ſince 
he was fo unhappy as not to "deſerve his 
Fair Daughter's Hand in the Quality of a 
Husband, he would allow him to Love 
her with a Vertuous Love, ſuch as even 
her Husband ſhould not diſapprove : The 
Marqueſs gave way, deliring him to ho- 
nour him with his Company at Supper that 
Night, by reaſon he had ſomewhat to 
Communicate unto him. Don Philip glad- 
ly accepted the Froffer, and thereupon 
they parted. 

The Marqueſs and his Company talked 
very much of Don Pedro, wondring at the 


ſtrange kind of Madneſs he was fallen into. 


He acquainted them with the Deſigu he 
had to take him along with him to the 
Court. The Maſter of the Houſe where 
he was Lodg'd happening to be then pre- 
ſent, told him, that he doubted, Don Pe- 


do Blaſco would hardly be perſwaded 


thereto, if the Marqueſs treated him as 
an inferiour: For he was mighty Self con- 
ceited, and ſtood much upon his Honour; 


but if he were willing, there would ariſe 
| another 
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another Difficulty in the manner of hie 
Travelling : In regard, (faid he to him). 
your Excellency going 'by Litter, I think 
he would be loath to go by Horſe : *© We'll 


find an Expedient for that, (ſays the 


> 4 bY Mi which. is that my Daughter, 
as his Miſtreſs, ſhall command him to 
© entertain her at the ſide of her Litter ; 

1 755 if his Love continues, he will be glad 
** of the Opportunity, and he ſhall have 

* an. excellent , Horſe richly Harneſs'd, 

* which 1 have led after me, to ride 
ws * on when | am weary of the Lit- 

* ter, 

Dan Philip, who had been acquainted 
with all theſe Diſcourſes, fail'd not to 
come to Supper, to which be had been 
Invited. The Marqueſs receiv'd him very 
civilly, and caus'd a Chair to be ſet for 
him, near his Daughter, which he thought 
a very ſignal Favour. They talk'd of di- 
vers things. The Marqueſs finding he had 
an excellent Wit in his Intervals, which 


he eyer clogd with ſome pleaſant Extra- 


vagance. They were very Merry at Sup- 
per, and were oblig'd for their Diverſion, 
to the Merry Diſcourſes of Don Philip. 
At laſt, the Cloth being taken away, the 
Marqueſs broke his Mind to him in theſe 
Words. 

W 


_ C9 
© Tis a thouſand Pities, moſt Renown- 
ed Knight, that a Perſon ſo Accom- 
« pliſh'd as you are, and one furniſh'd 
e with all the Excellent Endowments that 
« recommend Men to the Favour and E- 
t ſteem of Princes, ſhould as it weredefie 
ce their Courts, and ſpend your Time and 
& Talents in ſuch an obſcure Place as this 
c“ js, |] have heard that the reaſon of this 
« your Retirement is, that you have not 
e means to live ſvirably to your Condi- 
* tion, and the Rank you ſhould main- 
% tain, If it be fo, give me leave to 
4“ propoſe an Expedient to you, ont of 
** the particular Eſteem I have for your 
te Sergnory. I ſhall take it for a very great 
“ Favour if you will be pleas'd to go a- 
«© long with me to Villadolid, where you 
« ſhall be treated, in my Quarters, with 
all the Submiſſions and Reſpects due to 
« a perſon of your Quality, yet ſo as that 
e it ſhall not coſt: you any thing. By 
: ö & this means coming to be known, and 
1 your Worth ſpreading it ſelf, you may 
„„ meet with a rich Wife, of ſome Illu- 
= „ ſtrious Family; wherein my Daughter 
4 ** may do you a Kindneſs, in regard ſhe 


) 
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7 

E | having occaſion to ſee many of them, 
1 e will advance you into her Favour, for 
1 * whom you have molt. Inclination: Let. 


A 
<.me obtain of your Knight hood, the 
« Favour [ Deſire of yon: Live freely 
< with us: Since you would have me be- 
© lieye, that the Love you bear my 
< Daughter is pure and ſincere; I will un- 
©* dertake it ſhall be kindly taken by the 
<< Husband ſhe hopes to have: I expect 
*% your Anſwer to this Particular, and I 
« Defire it may be Conſonant to the E- 
“ ſteem I have for your Worth. 

Don Philip was extremely ſatisfied, that 
the Impoſture had taken ſo well, and im- 
mediately apprehended, That living in 
the Houſe with the Marqueſs, he ſhould 
be near her whom he Ador'd ; which was 
the main end of his Deſires. Whereupon 
he return'd him this Anſwer. © No 
Temptation in the World ſhonld have 
s fored my Removal from this Place, but 
* the extraordinary Civilities I have re- 
< ceiy'd from your Excellency, I had re- 
ce ſoly'd to ſpend the reſt of my Days in 
„ this Retirement, as conceiving it the 
<* beſt Courſe for a Perſon of my Quality, 
i whoſe Revenues are much below his Ho- 
% nour; to confine himſelf to ſome Place, 
<< where he is not much known, and fo 
< avoid the charge of Servants and Cloths. 
gut the Reſpects you are pleas'd to have 
1 << for me, together with this 8 
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« gent Beauty, who by the forcible At- 
ce tractions of her Divine Countenance, 
« draws Hearts after her, as the Thracian 
« Orpheus did living Creatures, Stones 
© and Plants, by the Harmonious Sound 


of his Harp, have made me wholly at 


„ your Service. I ſhall not trouble either 
c you or my ſelf to tell you how Perſons 
« of my Quality ought to be treated; as 
& thinking it enough, that I have already 
& acquainted you with my Titles, and 
<« particularly that 1 am of the. Blood 
« Royal. The greateſt Favour you can 
« ever do me, is, that you command me 
& to wait on your Daughter on the road, 
©« which if you do, I ſhall the more wil- 
„ lingly accept of the Proffer you are 
& pleas'd to make me. The Marqueſs 
finding him willing to go along with them, 
all that remain'd to be done, was to pre- 
ſwade him to do. it on Horſe-back, which 
he was content to do, that he might the 
better entertain his Miſtreſs at the ſide of 
the Litter. Don Philip help'd the Lady 
into her Litter, being Proud in his Mind 
at that Introduction of his Service to her, 
and that he had the Happineſs to take ber 
by the fair Hand ;.continving his Attend- 
ence on her from their Departure from 
Pont: ferrada, till they came to Villadolid. 1 U 
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the way long, he entertain'd her with 
- pleaſant Diſcourſes, intermixt with Amo- 
rous Expreſſions, and at every Inn they 
came to, ſhe fail'd not to give her Father 
and Account of the diverting Diſcourſes 
ſhe had with Don Philip, - - | 
The laſt Day of their Journey, Don 
Philip would needs feel the Pulſe of his 
Miſtreſs as to her intended Marriage, and 
endeavour'd to diſcover how ſhe was in- 
clin'd thereto. He brought the Diſcourſe 
about ſo dextrouſly, that ſhe might not 
ſuſpect him guilty of any impertinent Cu- 
rioſity. It is commonly obſerv'd that 
Perſons any way afflicted are apt to break 
their Minds to any People, but eſpecially 
to thoſe with whom they are Familiarly 
acquainted. Accordingly, to eaſe her 
own Thoughts, and ſatisfy Don Philip, ſhe 
made him this Anſwer. oy | 
_« Worthy Knight of the moſt Honour- 
© able Order of Prim-roſes, | muſt needs 
* acknowledge, that my Covſin Henrich 
is a Perſon endow'd with all the Quali? 
<« ties, capable to raiſe a Woman's Love | 
to the higheſt Pitch; but I have withal 
4 diſcovered him to be ſo fickle, and one 
« ſo naturally inclined to addreſs himſelf 
© to all forts of Women, not regarding 
« whether they be nobly or meanly de- 
7 ad, 
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<« ſcended, that it very much cools my 
« Affection towards him, and makes me 
ce fear his Alliance; though I find my ſelf 


e ſyufficiently inclin'd thereto, could 1 


« yerceive any likelihood of his reforming 
c himſelf of that inſufferable Humour: 


gut far from that, ſince my coming into 


ce Spain, when he ſhould have endeavour'd 
« to give me greater aſlurance of his 
« Affection, I find him as indifferent as 
« to my Satisfattion as ever; And Hea- 
& yen knows with what apprehenſions TI 
ce am induc'd to condeſcend to this Match; 


for if lam now frightn'd at the thoughts 


„of his Miſcarriages, what muſt I nor 
e fear, when he obtains the Superiority ? 
„The Obedience | owe my Father, and 
*© the neceſlity I find that this Marriage 
© ſhould be concluded, for the Compoſure 
©« of ſome Differences in our Family, make 
« me wholly paſſive in the Buſineſs, and 
< fo content it ſhould go forward. I ad- 
«© mit of his Addreſſes not without ſome 
violence to my [Inclination, and all 1 
“ can do, is to pray Heaven, that it 
de would inſpire him with better Reſolu- 


8 tions. 


* 


Don Philip could have wiſh'd that ſhe had 
not been fo reſolnte, as ſhe ſeem'd to be. 


He therefore, though then perſonatiog a 
| M Fool 
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Fool anſwer'd her as a Wiſe man, and 
advis'd her to bear a while with the Fail- 
ings of her Couſin, © Deſpair not Ma- 
< dam, (ſaid he to her) but Don Henrick 
et may become another Man, and that if 
< he be ſuch as you deſcribe him now, 
< that volatile Humqur will be fix'd in 
< him, when he comes to be poſſeſs'd of 
e fo fair and accompliſn'd a Lady. Bur 
be reſolv'd upon the firſt Opportunity 
ſhould preſent it ſelf, to expreſs his Mind 
to her in other Terms ; ; and to make 
2 full Diſcovery of himſelf to his Mi- Y 
| TE. | | 
They came that Day to Filladolid, and 
Henrick met them half a Day's Journey | 
ſhort of it: He was very kindly receiv'd, 
both of the Marqueſs and his Daughter, 
whereat the diſguiſed Don Philip was not 
-a little troubled ; for finding Don Henrick 
a very graceful Perſon, he began to en- 
tertain ſome doubts of the Succeſs of his 
Enterprize. 'The Marqueſs thought to 
make him acquainted with Don Philip, that 
by the Character he gave him, he. might 
accordingly treat him. Nephew, (ſaid 
* he to him) I pray take notice of this 
< Noble Cavalier, who has Honour'd us 
* with his Company from Galicia; for his 


E * Perſon, and the rare Qualities he is 
« Maſtes 
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4 Maſter of, are ſuch as deſerve the higheft 


« Eſteem, I deſire you to reſpeck bim 


ce accordingly, and aſſure your ſelf all you 
% do will be below his Merit, not only 
* upon the Account of the Royal Blood 
« from which he is deſcended, but alſo 
ce the Romantick Title he aſſumes to him» 


<« ſelf, of Knight of the Honourable Order of 


. Prim. roſes: Sfle pretends a Jorisdiction 
ce over ai thoſe Places where-ever any of 
« that Flower grows, and never ſees it, 
„but he thinks of the Complexion of a 
„ Miſtreſs he once had, who ſpent moſt 
of her time in Gardens, in one where- 
© of it was Love's Pleaſure to make bim 
* a Captive to her Beauty, as ſhe was ga- 
6 thering ſome Prim- roſes. | 

This Deſcription made Don Henrick take 
4 particular notice of Don Philip, and he 
doubted not as well by his Accoutrements, 
as by the Fantaſt ick Title he had taken to 
himſelf, to conclude him a moſt Tran- 
ſcendent Extravagant, and that as ſuch, 
they had entertaind him into their Com- 
pany. Accordingly, to comply with his 
Uncle, he made this Compliment to Don 
Philip, ** Moſt Honourable Knight of the 


Order of Prim-roſes, I ſhall receive your 


* Acquaintince with as great Satisfaction 
as! ſhould do that of the greateſt Mo- 
NM 2 «© narch 
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e narch in the Worid, and think my ſelf 


e infinitely oblig'd to you, that being a 
<<< perſon of ſuch extraordinary Parts, you 
<« were pleas' d to honour the Marqueſs 
e my Uncle, and my Couſin, with your 
<< Company fo far out of your own Ter- 
< ritories. In acknowledgement of that 
„Noble Favour, be pleas'd to accept the 
* Proffer I make to you of ever being 
your moſt affect ionate and moſt humble 
e Servant, than which | cannot expect a 
« a higher Relation to you, when! conſi- 
„ der the Character my Uncle has been 
e pleas d to give you. 

Don Philip return d him moſt humble 
thanks, and ſaid to him, I have ſo high 
< an Eſteem for whatſoever this fair Lady 
<< js concern'd in, that I ſhall make it my 
« Buſineſs to Sacrifice all you think moſt 
Excellent in me to her Satisfaction and 
< yours, as long as it ſhall pleaſe his Ex- 
<< cellency to give me leave to be of his 
« Retinue. © How (replies Henrick) may 
< we expect that farther Happineſs as to 
© enjoy your Company for ſome time? 
< I ſeenoreaſon you have to be ſo glad of 
„it, (replies the Marqueſs) for you muſt 
„ know, that Don Pedro Blaſco is fallen 
* deeply in Love with your Couſin, and 


that it is his Affection has occaſion'd 


A this 


( 245) 2 
« this Acqua intance; though he has af- 


e ſur'd me, that ſince he underſtood ſhe” 


ce as deſign'd for yon, that Love is turn'd 


„ into a pure fraternal Friendſhip, and 


ce under that Innocent Paſſion he endea- 

© yours to oblige her what lies in his 
« Power. Be pleas'd to take my further 
“e Aſſurance of it, (ſays Don Philip) that 
©« no Thought of that may break your 


e Reſt; for that Conſideration laid aſide, . 
„ ſhould think my ſelf capable to raiſe a 


“% Jealouſy even in Narciſſus himſelf, were 
© he now aiive: For 1 dare without any 
*Vanity, affirm it, That there is not a 
„ Perſon in the World may be compar'd 
* to me, either as to Gracefulneſs' of Bo- 
% dy or Accompliſhments of Mind, 1 
e am ſufficiently convinced of the Truth 
& of what you ſay, (ſays Henrick) though 
© [ have not known you long: And there- 
fore wholly relying on the Promiſe you 
© make me, | ſhall fear nothing as to your 
+ Pretenſions, which were they any o- 
ce ther Perſon's I ſhould not be guilty of 
*© fo great an Indifferency. With theſe 


Diſcourſes, they got to the Court, and 


the Ambaſſador being alighted at his Houſe; 
he there found many Ladies, impatiently 

expecting the Arrival of the fair Lady 
Eleanora, who was receiy'd out of her Lit- 

— | ter 


| tings) 
ter into the Arms of her deſign'd Husband, 
-whereat Don Philip could do no leſs than 
*onceive a little Jealouſy. Henrick, to 
begin the Demonſtrations of his Love, 
bad prepared a Magnificent Supper, to 
which were invited all thoſe, of both 
Sexes, who were come thither to receive 
the Ambaſſador and his Daughter. Don 
Philip went to Bed preſently after Supper, 
extremely troubled in mind, that he had 


engag'd himſelf in an Enterprize, wherein 


he found ſo great Difficulties. He could 
not imagine any means to bring it about, 
10 as that he might come off with Credit: 
He met with too many Obſtacles, and 
what afflicted him moſt of all, was the 


Reſolution the Lady had taken to ſatisfie 


ber Father's Will, who was deſirous the 
Marriage ſhould be concluded with Hen- 
rick, though he had been acquainted, as 
well as ſhe, with his Miſcarriages. Marco 
could not forbear grumbling at the Reſo- 
lution of his Maſter, which ſhould have 
ended amidſt thoſe Difficulties. He ex- 


pos'd himſelf as an Extravagant Perſon 


in a Court where he might have rais'd him- 
ſelf into Eſteem, and out of a hope not 
likely to be brought to any Effect, he ran 
bimſelf daily into new Inconveniences. 


The Maſter and Servant ſpent ſome = 
3 of 
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( 247) 
of the Night in diſcour ſing about the Bu- 
ſineſs, till at laſt Don Philip fell aſleep, 
with a Reſolution to diſcover himſelf to 
bis Miſtreſs, and if his Addreſſes were not 


well entertain'd by her, to return imme- 
diately into Galicia. 


The Viſits of the Cavaliers and Ladies, 
continu'd ſix Days, during which time 
the Marqueſs and his Daughter were often. 
ſeen, both of them taking much Pleaſure 


in rhe pleaſant Demeanour of Don Philip, 


who acted the Part he had undertaken ſo 


admirably well, that his Extravagances be- 


came the Diſcourſe of the whole Court; 
all ſpeaking of him as one of the moſt 
Humorous Fools that had come upon the 
Stage of a long time: Inſomuch that ſome 
adviſed the Ambaſſadour to bring him'to 
the Palace, aſſuring him the King would 
be much pleas'd with his Behaviour. Don 
Philip coming to hear of ir, ſeem'd to be 
very angry and excuſed himſelf, out of a 
fear his Majeſty might not entertain him, 
ſuitably to his Quality and Extraction; 
that he would not run the hazard of re- 
ceiving an Affront, and that the leaſt Diſ- 
reſpect ſhewn him would force him to 
violent Reſentments thereof. The Am- 
baſſadour preſs'd him no further leſt he 


might put him out of Humour, perceiving 


M 4 he. 


( 243 
he lik'd not the Propoſal, and put it of 
to ſome other time, when perhaps he 
might find him more inclin'd to Compli- 
ANCE, 9 
Henrick, who was lodg'd in the Am- |: 
baſſadour's Houſe, had only two Servants 
to wait on him, whom he truſted with 
the Knowledge of all his Love-Adven-_ 
tures. ſt happened that both theſe fel] 
Sick at the ſame time, a time when he 
ſhould have ſhewn more Reſervedneſs in 
his Amours, to raiſe himſelf into a better 
Eſteem with his Miſtreſs : But he on the 
contrary, minded his own Enjoyments 
above all things, and never conſidering | 
the preſent poſture of his Affairs, he con- 
tinu'd his Night Vifits, as he was wont to 
do before her Arrival. Being thus diſ- 
appointed of their Attendance, who were 
beſt acquainted with his Humours, ne 
conceiv'd he could not pitch upon a fitter 
Perſon to accompany him than Marco, who 
with the leave of his Maſter Don Philip, 
went along with him: Finding him a ſubtil 
Fellow and <xperienc'd in ſuch Affairs, he 
thought him a Perſon fit for his Purpoſe, 
and accordingly that he might truſt him 
with any thing. He took him along with 
him three or four Nights together to a 
certain Houſe, out of which he came at a 
. . 8 
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very unſeaſonable Hour. Though Marco 
went in with him, yet durſt he not be ſo 
impertinently inquiſitive, as to ask who 
was the Miſtreſs of the Houſe, till the 
third or fourth Night that he had accom- 
panĩ ed him thither ; and then being alone 
with the Servant-maid (who taking Ex- 
ample by her Miſtreſs began to expreſs 
ſome Kindneſs towards Marco) he ask'd 
her whoſe Hooſe that was, and to whom 
Henrick made his Viſits, | 
Love and Secrecy are ſeldom: found in 
the ſame Lodging. She was a Servant, 
and in Love with Marco; there needs no 
more to be ſaid, to make it appear, that 
ſhe ſatisfied him in whatever he deſir'd to 
know. Marco underſtood-from her, that, 
that Houſe belong'd to his Maſter- Don 
Philip's Aunt, and that his own Siſter was 
the Perſon whom Henrick had at Rack and 
Manger, upon a Promiſe of Marriage, ſhe 
had gotten from him a little before, un- 
der his Hand; ſhe by reaſon of her Re- 
tiredneſs, being Innocently Ignorant of 
the Treaty of Marriage between him 


and his Couſin the Lady Eleanora. 


Marco having pump'd out all. theſe - 
Particvlars, fail'd not to give his Maſter 
an Account thereof the next Day, Don 
Philip was extremely ſurpriz'd thereat ; 

WES not 


— 5 
not without Indignation againſt his Siſter, 
though that Procedure of Henrick rais'd 
him into ſome hopes of effecting his De- 


ſign ; preſuming the more upon it, in that 


being equal, as to Birth, to Henrick, he 
was-reſolv'd. he ſhould never Marry any | 
other, than her whom he had ſo highly 
diſhonour d. He therefore commanded 
Adareo to acquaint the Maid who had made 
thoſe Diſcoveries to him, that the Mar- 
riage of Henrick and his Couſin was agreed 
upon, and that a Meſſenger was ſent to 
me for the Diſpenſation, not forgetting 
the rare Accompliſt ments of the Lady. 
Eleanora; to the end ſhe might acquaint. | 
his Siſter therewith, to ſee what Courſe. | 
ſhe would take, and how ſhe would Re- 
medy the Afﬀfroat intended her. | 
He punctually executed the Orders he 
had receiv'd. from Don Philip, ſo that the 
Night following Donna Cornelia (fo was 
Don Philip's Siſter call'd) was acquaintcd 
with: the whole Buſineſs. She thereupon 
had a great Conteſtation with Don Henrick, 
who impudently deny'd that he bad any. 
thinz to do, as to Marriage, with his 
Couſin. In fine, having done all he could 
to vindicate himſelf, and appeaſe Donna 
Cornelia, ſhe pretend ed to be ſatisfied with 
him, provided he more fully juſtif'd his 
N | | Innocence. 
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Innocence the next Morning. So ſke dif- 
miſs'd Henrick, who went away well 
ſatisſied, imagining her to be ſo too: But 
reſolving with himſelf not to give her any 
Viſic a while, he pretended ſome Indiſpo- 
ſition, Don Philip underſtood that Night 
from Marco all that had paſſed between 
Don Henrick, and his Siſter, aud was ex- 
tremely incens d againſt her, that ſhe had 
given Credit to the deceitful Words of a 
Perfidious Man. However, he thought 
fit to let paſs two Days, 'to ſee what 
Courſe his Siſter would take in that time, 
commanding Marco to proſecute his Diſ- 
coveries. 

The next Day, Don Henrick not coming 

to clear himſelf, as he had promis'd, Don- 

na Cornelia was ſo enrag'd, that (he would 


he ſtay no longer, bur reſoly'd to be ſatisfied 
te | from the Mouth of the Ambaſſadour, of 
ns the Affront intended to be done her. She 
by: | took a Coach, and veiling her Face, came 


to his Houſe, but at ſuch an unfortunate. 


* time, that ſhe met Don Henrick at the 
ny Door, who diſcovering who ſhe was, 
& | preſently imagin'd what might Occaſion 
Id. | that Viſit, and that her coming thither 
&s | was to acquaint tne Ambaſſadour how he 
nn was enpag'd to her, and to ſhew him that 
"== Promiſe of Marriage. Don Herrick 5 
er 


| 1 
ler with extraordinary Kindneſs, which: 
ſhe taking otherwiſe than he expected, 
added the more to his Suſpicion. He 


told her, he had ſomething particular to 


acquaint her with, and entreated her to go 


along with him to a Room at ſome diſtance 


from his Uncle's Lodgings. Donna Corne- 
zin would not be per ſwaded a good while 


to give him that Satisfaction, telling him, 


that ſhe muſt firſt ſpeak with the Ambaſſa- 
dour, and that afterwards he. ſhould talk. 
with her as long as he. pleas'd. That 
Don Henrick endeavour'd to prevent, aſſu- 


119g her, that he was at that time, very 
buſie, looking over a pacquet of Letters 
he had receiv'd from the Emperour. He 


Was- ſo importunate with her, that ſhe 
would hear him before ſhe ſpoke with the 
Ambaſſadour, that at laſt he prevail'd. 
Whereupon conducting her to Don Philip's 
Chamber, he entreated him to bear her 


Company, till he came back to ſpeak with 


her. | 

Cornelia having her Face veil'd all this 
time, Don Philip knew her not, but by the 
Diſcoveries he had receiv'd, he ſuſpected 


her to. be his Siſter : On the other fide, he 


was ſo transform'd by the Extravagance 
of his Cloths, and what added much to his 


Diſguiſe,his perpetual wearing of Spectacles, 


that. 
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that ſhe could not have the leaſt imagina-- 
tion of his being her Brother. Don Philip: 
kept her Company a while, without en- 
quiring into the Occaſion of her coming 
thither, and at laſt, leaving her lock'd vp 


in the Room, he went to look for Don 


Henrick, to know how he would have him 
diſpoſe of her. He was then buſie with 
his Uncle, but ſent one to deſire Don Phi- 
lip, to entertain that Lady a while, with 


this Excuſe, that as ſoon as he could, he 


would come and diſpatch her. Don Phi- 
lip returning to his Chamber, immediately 
lock d the Door. 

In the mean time the Lady Fleanora had 
underſtood, that her Couſin bad ſpoken 
to-a Woman. with her Face Veil'd in one 
of the Walks leading to the Ambaſſa- 
dour's Houſe, and deſir'd Don Philip to 
Conduct her to his Chamber. The [ea- 


louſy ſhe conceived thereat rais'd in her 


a Deſire to know who ſhe might. be, 
which ſhe might eaſily diſcover, by reaſon 
there was a Paſſage from her Lodgings to 
Don Philip's Chamber, and at the end of 
it a Door, whereof ſhe had the Key : She 
open'd it very ſoftly, leſt ſhe might be 
perceiv'd, and that juſt as Don Philip, com- 
ing into the Room, found his Siſter with 
her Face Unveil'd, expecting to be ſeen 

| | only 
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only by Don Henrick, whom only ſhe Raid 
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for: As ſoon as he had taken a ſlight View 
of her, he apply'd this Diſcourſe to her. 
Ungracious and Unbappy Woman, unworthy 


of the Houſe out of which thou art de ſcended, 


and that I ſhould call thee my Siſter! 1s it 
poſſible thou ſhouldeſt be Guilty of ſo ſtrange 
an Oblivion of thy ſelf,, as relying on the vain 
Promiſes of a treacherous Perſon to come into 
this Houſe to ſeek him who has abus'd thee, 
and to whom thou baſt impudently proſtituted 
thy ſelf ? Comeſt thou to importune a Man 
that bas forgotten thee, and to Court him who 
bas ſo palpably deceiv'd thee ? If, beſotted 
with a fond Love, it be thy Deſign to be Mar- 
ried to him, thou baſt Friends to whom thou. 
mighteſt have Communicated thy Deſires, ra 
ther than have abandon'd tby ſelf to a Han 


who treats thee with ſo much Contempt; and 


notwithſtanding all bis Careſſes, laughs at thee 
in bis Sleeve, He is upon the Point of Mar- 
riage with bis Couſin, art thou ſo Simple, as 
that thou only ſhould'ſt be Ignorant of what is 
known all over the Court? Had I not a reſpect 
for the Place where tbou art, this Sword ſhould 
diſpatch thy Criminal Soul into the other World, 
that thou might'ſt be an Example to all ſuch 


ſample Fools as thou art : Haſt thou ſo far 


forgotten the Reſpect due to thy Aunt, as to 
prophane ber Houſe, by. aſſigning Henrick 


his 


TR} 
bis Nocturnal Meetings in it? Thou ſhould ſt 
have bethought thy 2 who thou art, that he 
1s of no better a- Houſe than thy ſelf, and that 
thy Quality is as high as his. *Tis a great 
mappineſs to thee, that an Humour took me to 
come into this Court, though thou ſeeſt me in 
this ridiculous Habit, to-prevent, what lies in- 
my power, Henrick's further Abuſe of thee ; 
which J will do with the haz ard of my Life 
Tel me, infamous Woman, what has paſs d 
between you, that 1 may-take ſome Courſe 


thing; for it concerns thee no leſs than Honour 
and Life, . 

The Diſconſolate Donna Cornelia heard 
this Diſcourſe with her Eyes faſtned on 
the Ground and flowing with Tears, with- 
out giving hin the leaſt Interruption. 
But at laſt, to obey her Brother, whoſe 


told him in few Words, how Henrick had 


he lik'd her, and having enquir'd out her 
Lodgings, he had ſent her ſeveral Let- 
ters; that having continn'd his Addreſſes 
tober with great demonſtrations of Affecti- 

on, ſhe. had granted him entrance into 


Marriage under his Hand, (which ſhe had 
about her) ſhe had permitted him to w 
Pole 


therein, and diſſemble, not the Truth in any 


Indignation ſhe ſaw juſtly grounded, ſhe 


ſeen her at a certain Publick Meeting, that 


the Houſe, and that upon a Promiſe of 
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poſe of her as he pleas d. In fine ſhe gave 
him a particular Account of all that hap- 
pen'd between them; whereupon he, to 


add no more to her Affliction, put her 


in ſome hope, that Henrick ſhould be forc'd 
to perform the Promiſe he had made to 
her. 1 1 
The fair Lady Eleanora had heard all 
this Diſcourſe at the Door, which was be- 
tween her Lodgings and Don Philip's 
Chamber ; extremely aſtoniſhed how a 
Perſon of Quality (ſuch as ſhe found Don 
Philip to be by his Diſcourſe) and one of 
ſuch an excellent Wit, could put on a 
Fool's Coat, and behave himſelf as an Ex- 
travagant in their Houſe, and all about 
the Court. She was Ignorant of the Cauſe 
of that ſtrange Metamor phoſis, and yet ſhe 
had a certain Suſpicion, that it might be 
upon her Account. On the other fide, 
ſhe reflected on the double Treachery of 
her Couſin Don Henrick, in treating of a 
Marriage with her, having given a-Pro- 
miſe of the ſame thing to another, and to 
a Perſon ſo highly qualify'd as Donna Cor- 
neliaſeem'd to be. 
Being fully ſatisfy'd as to thoſe two 
things, ſhe wonld not ſtand to hear them 
any longer, but ruſh'd into the Room ſo 
of a ſudden, as that ſh: had not the time 
to 
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to put any thing over her Face, nor he to 
diſſemble his Indignation. Seeing her 

coming towards them, Ab Madam, (ſaid 


he to her) What mean theſe Ambuſhes ? 


What's your Deſign therein, Soveraign Prin- 
ceſs of my Soul, and abſolute Directreſs of my 
Iaclinations ? Do you uſe ſuch a Treachery 
againſt thoſe who could not ſo much as imagine 
you guilty of any ſuch thing? 1 wiſh ſo great 
a Beauty would not give me any more ſuch Ap- 
prehenſions, for another Surprize of this Na- 
ture would make me die out of pure Joy, as it 
has been the Fortunes of others to die out of an 
exceſs of Grief. | 1 

There is no Diſſembling any longer, (re- 


plies the Lady) for 1 am fully aſſur d that 


von are not the Perſon you ſeem to us to be, 
and that the Aſfliction you are in, requires ra- 
ther ſecret and real Reſentments, than perſo- 
nated Extravagances, My Curioſity beight- 
ned by a little Fealouſy, procured me the Diſ- 
covery of more than you imagine: I have found 
the Perfidiouſneſs of my Couſin Don Henrick 

reater towards me than I could have ex- 


| pected; conſidering bis pretended Kindueſſes. 
TJ would fain be deliver'd out of the Confuſion 


lam in, and I earneſtly entreat you to reſolve 
me this Riddle; for its Obſcurity perplexes me 
very much : But before you take that Trouble 
upon you, give me leave to carry this Lady 

4 . 


your Siſter to my Lodgings, and if my Couſin 


® 
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comes in the mean time to enquire after her, 
you may tell him, that ſhe went away much diſ- 
pleaſed at bis long Stay, and leave the reſt to 
me. | 1 | | 

Having ſo ſaid, ſhe took Donna Cornelia 


along with her, aſſuring her ſhe would do 


all that lay in her Power to ſerve her, 
which put her in hope of a better Succeſs 


in her Affairs, than ſhe could have deriv'd 
from either her Brother's Indignation, or 


#enrick's Treachery. The Lady Eleanora 


left Donna Cornelia among her Women, 


and returns to Don Philip; who though at 
firit ſurpriz'd at the Sight of her, and the 


Thought of her having over- heard the 


Infamy of his Siſter; yet was he withal 
glad of iz, ſince her jealouſy and Curioſity 
had diſcovered his Transformation, and 


the unhandſome Carriage of her Couſin. 


Don Philip therefore was very glad to ſee 
his Miſtreſs return'd, as might be ſeen 


by the Chearfulneſs of his Countenance. 


She deſired him to take a Chair, and doing 
the like her ſelf, ſhe open'd her Mind to 
him in theſe Words, 

I have been in an extraordinary Confuſion 
for ſome Days pſt, and ſo incenſed againſt 
my Couſin Don Henrick, to ſee the ſtrange- 
neſs of his Behaviour towards me, that I come 


to 


„ 
to receive your Advice hom far I ought to re- 
ſent it, and withal to be ſatisfyed in ſome 
things, whereof 1 muſt yet Acknowledge my 
ſelf Ignorant. One is, and that much raiſes 
my wonder, to ſee you counterfeiting the Fool 
and Extravagant, in a Court, where you 
might rather act the Part of a Perſon of Ho- 
nour and Gallantry ; as having the advan- 
tage of being Brother to ſo fair a Lady as Don- 
na Cornelia, who beſades tbe Recommendation 
of Beauty, ſeems to be Miſtreſs of many other 
good Qualities, You may infer from my Diſ- 
courſe, that being of the Quality I ſuppoſe you 
to be, you diſhonour your ſelf in repreſenting 
the Natural and Ridiculous Perſon, as well in 


. regard of the Habit you have aſſum d, as the 


Extravagant Actions wherewith you amuſe the 
World, Which ſincs I cannot imagins zou 
would do hut that there muſt be ſome Myſtery 
in it, I am the more deſirous to know your Mo- 


tives thereto, in that I conceive it will be a 


means to clear my Mind of certain Doukbts:. 


which now lie ſomewhat heavy upon it, Hav- 
Ing delivered this with the beſt Grace in- 


the World, the fair Lady was ſilent, and 
left Don Philip the Liberty to make this 
reply, If you find me at any loſs, Madam, 
in ſatisfying your Deſires as to this particular, 
J queſtion not but you will have the goodneſs to 
attribute it, to that Diſtraction foor Mortals 
. are 


— 
——— — ——— . * — 


PPP 


1 WA * — * — a7 - . 
* 
aw OE BCAGSACY e 95 5 _, rr mW — 


e 
| 
| 
f 


6 
'F 
J 
| 
: 
[- 
i 


EY 


(260) 

are ſubject to, when they Addreſs themſelves to 
the Objects of their Vows and Adorations. 
You cannot be Ignorant, (though you knew it 
not by Experience) that Love is a powerful 


Divinity, to whom Men Sacrifice. all things j 


20 Intrigues but be is Author of; no Difficulties 
but be overcomes, to compaſs his Deſigns. 
This premiſed, I am in tbe next place freely 
to acknowledge that the Day you paſs'd through 
Villa-ffanca, which is the Place of my Birth, 


found my ſelf Wounded by the Lightning of 


your fair Eyes. I did all that lay in my Poner 
to oppoſe that Paſſion ; but it ſtill prov'd pre- 


dominant, and the Engagement I knew there 


was between you and your Couſin Don Hen- 


rick could net abate one tittle of it, Nay, 


though. I knew all the particulars of that En- 


gagement, wherein you rather comply'd with |} 


the Commands of a Father than your own In- 
clinatious, inaſmuch as you looked on that too 
happy Kinſman as a fickle Perſon, unworthy 
your Affection, a Truth I have ſince heard 
confirmed by your ſelf ; nay though I ſaw the 


Marriage in a manner concluded, yet all could 


not break the Reſolution 1 bad taken to diſ- 
guiſe my ſelf as you. have ſeen to traverſe it, 
and Fortune now ſeems to Favour my Deſign, 

J am not therefore Madam, to repent me 
of the Slur J may have put upon my Blood, 
and the Noble Houſe from which 1 am de- 


ſeended, 
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ſcended, in acting the Fool's Part in yours, 


into which it was my Buſineſs to introduce my 
ſelf by all means imaginable ;, ſince the Im- 


poſture has prov'd ſo fortunate, and that I 


begin to conceive ſome hopes of attaining my 
Deſires. Tou know Madam, that I durſt not 
have preſum'd to make you a real Diſcovery of 
my ſelf, for beſides that I ſhould run the hazard 
of not finding Credit with you, I came in at 
a time when your Marriage was in tao great 
forwardneſs to be eaſily croſſed by after Appli- 
cations, In fine, it was Heaven's Pleaſure, 
that a ſtrange Conjunction of my Siſter's Ais- 


fortune, and your own juſt Jealouſiet, ſhould 
give you a Diſcovery of what, perhaps I ſhould 


yet a while have kept from your Knowledge, 
My true Name is Don Philip de Gamboa 
and Toledo, and conſequently I may affirm 
my ſelf to be of the moſt eminent Families of 


Spain; ſince I am deſcended from the Seignors 


of Villa-franca and Aſtorga. I have the Ho- 
our to be Knight of the Order of Alcantara, 
and I bave acquired it by ſome years Services 
done his Majeſty in Flanders, with hopes e're 
long, to be gratifyed with an Advantageous 
Commandry. I bade given you an Account 
of my Quality, and have not concealed from 
you my Preſumption. All I have now to Apo- 


| Jogize for, is my Love; and I am the more 
vonfident of your Pardon as to that, if you but 
| ever 
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ever ſo little conſider the unavoidable Influence 
of your own Attrattions, Nay, I cannot but 
account it a bappy Offence, ſince it bas prov'd 
the occaſion of your being undeceiv'd; and 
when I male a joint reflection on my own "Hap- 


pineſs and my Siſter's Credulity, I cannot re- 


pent me of a Diſguiſe, whereof the Satisfaction 


infinitely excceds the Shame - For it is in your 


Power to reſtore me the Honour I have deprieꝰd 


my ſelf of, only for your ſake ; and I ſhall 


force him, who bas cajoll d my " Siſter out of 
her Honour, to perform the Promiſe he bas 
made her, or it ſhall coſt bim his Life, 

The fair Lady was ſo. raviſn'd to hear 
theſe Words from her diſguiſed Lover, 
that ſhe thought her ſelf oblig'd to make 


an extraordinary Return to ſo extraordi- 
nary a demonſtration of Affection: And 


being now fully undeceiv'd as to the Baſe- 


neſs of her Couſin Don Henrick, ſhe made 


him this Anſwer. Seignior Don Philip, 


that you bave upon ſo ſlight a ground, as the 


little Beauty I can pretend to, engaged your 
ſelf in an Enterprize ſo prejudicial to your 
Reputation and Deſcent, I cannot but look on, 
as a tranſcendent Expreſſion of your Love; 
though ] do not excaſe you as to this, that the 
Noble Accompliſhments you are Maſter of, 


might no doubt have more bappily and more 
worthily been otherwiſe employ'd, 1 have re- 


ſented 
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ſented as 1 ought, the little Reſpect my Couſin 
has expreſs'd towards me, and therefore it is 
but juſt be ſhould not enjoy me; ſince it may 
be inferr'd from the farwardneſs of his matching 
with another, that he never truly intended it, 
It muſt needs be an extraordinary Joy to me, 
that I am undeceiv d, before we were joyn'd 
by that Tye which only Death can diſſolve: I 
am ſatisfyed as to the little Affection he had 
for me, and 1 do yours but Juſtice, when I 
aſſure you, that I ſhall be ſo far from for- 


P getting it, that I ſhall endeavour all that 


lies in my Power to requite it. | 
This was deliver'd with ſo obliging 
an Accent, that the Amorous Cavalier 
would have caſt himſelf at her Feet, would 
ſhe have. permitted it. He return'd her 
his Thanks with a thouſand Submiſſions 
for ſo extraordinary a Favour, and the 
ſweet encouragement ſhe was pleas'd to 
give bis Love. It was not now a ſea- 
ſonable time to expatiate into Compli- 
ments; Donna Cornelia was left in the 
Lady Eleanora's Lodgings, whoſe Return 
ſhe expected, and Don Philip look'd for 


Don Henrickto enquire after the Lady he 
had recommended to his Cuſtody. The 


Lady Eleanora went to comfort her whom 
ſhe had left among her Women, and to 
put in Execution, what had been reſolv'd, 

between 


Ry 

between her and Don Philip. About half 
an Hour after her departure thence, comes 
Don Henrick to his Chamber, 'to look af- 
ter the Lady he had left theres Don Phi- 
lip told him, that he could ſtay her no 
longer, and that ſnhe was gone; thinking 
he would not have come to her again: 
Nay then, I am glad I ſtaid ſo long, (ſays 
Henrick) ſince my Stay has occaſion d her to 
do as I would have had her, which was that 
ſhe might be gone out of the Houſe, This 
Woman plagues me extremely, and it was no 
ſmall Happineſs to me, that ſhe met not with 
my Uncle; for I ſhould have been much 
troubled bad ſhe bad any Diſconrſe with 

Don Philip ask'd him ſome odd Queſti- 
ons, as he was wont to do, to ſift ſome- 
thing further out of him; but Don Hen 
rick would diſcover no more. The other 
eaſily apprehended, by the little had fallen 
from him, what Courſe he intended to 
take, and the Indignat ion he conceiv'd at 
this lighting of his Siſter was ſo great, 
that it was not without much violence 
done him himſelf, he forbore calling him 
to Account for it. In the mean time the 
Lady Eleanora had viſited Donna Cornelia, 
of whom ſhe had receiv'd a punct nal Re- 
lation of her Amours, which were but 
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too much confirm'd to her by the Promiſe 
of Marriage ſhe had brought with her; 
and after ſhe had entred into a ſecond Ad- 
miration at the double Perfidiouſneſs of 
her Couſin Don Herrick, ſhe ſent to deſire 
her Father to come to her, who being a- 


lone with her, the entertain'd him with 


this following Diſcourſe. 

Sir, it bas ever been a laudable Cuſtom that 
Fatbers ſhould diſpoſe of their Daughters in 
Marriage, as they either pleas'd themſelves, 
or found moſt convenient for their Affairs; 
but with this Caution, That it ſhould not be 
abſolutely done contrary to their Wills and In- 
clinations. Mauy are yet willing to do ſo, out 
of a preſumption, that Matrimony will change 
Men's Humours; but it is ſeldom found to 
work that Effect: Thoſe therefore may be ſaid 
to do well, who referring the Succeſs to the 
bigher Powers, by an implicite Obedience, com- 
ply with the diſpoſal of their Parents; but thoſe 
in my Judgment do better, who uſe ſome Pre- 
caution, and endeavour to prevent the Incon- 
veniencies, which they muſt otherwiſe fall into, 
1 bave been ready, Sir, to do whatever you 
command me, eſpecially in the Buſineſs now 
in agitation ; though I have found my Couſin 
Don Henrick to be of a Diſpoſition ſo con- 
trary to mine, that I promis d my ſelf little 
Satisfaction from our 8 joyn' d together in 
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'the inſeparable State you intended. I have 
endeavour d to obey you, tho with ſome Vio- 
dence to my own Inclinations, which directed 
ny Affection to other Perſons not inferior to 
him, either in Quality or Eſtate. I conſented 
o this Marriage becauſe you ſeem'd ſo much 
to deſire it. When it was fully Concluded, 


there was 4 Perſon ſent to Rome for the Diſ- 


penſation; and even during that time, when 
expected my Couſm ſponld have expreſs*d 
moſt Love to me, 1 have found be has done 
quite contrary e for be bas given a Promiſe of 
Marriage to another Lady whom you ſhall pre- 
ſeuh ſee. 6 
She thereupon call d for Donna Cornelia, 
whom ſhe had left in her own Chamber, 
and who immediately came before the 
Ambaſſadour: Having diſpos'd her into 
-a Chair, the Lady Eleanora continu'd her 
Diſcourſe; This, Sir, is the Lady I ſpoke ,, 
to whom my Couſin has given a Promiſe of 
Marriage under bis Hana, whicy ſhe now bas 
.about her, and you ſhall ſee, hom this per fidious 


Perſon became thereby Maſter of ber Honour, 


Coming hitber to ſpeak with you, and to com- 


plain of the Affront intended her; ſhe met him, 
who giving ber fair Words, lockid ber into 

Don Philip's Chamber, under pretence that 
you were buſy, and that it would require ſome 


time to ſtay ere ſhe could ſee you, Some little 
| | | Curioſity 


wh Cos  _. 

Curioſity occafion'd my going to that Door, 
which is between my Loagings aud bis, and 
there I came to the knowledge of this Buſineſs 5 
having over-beard ſome part of their Diſcourſe. 
I thought fit to bring this Lady to my Chamber, 
to give you further ſatisfaction of ſo preſſing a 
Truth, Her Quality is great, ſince ſhe is of 
the Houſe of Gamboa and Toledo, two of 


the moſt Illuſtrious Families in Spain: She is 


reſolꝰꝰd to make the Caſe known ts her Friends, 
who are very Neble and of great Credit in this 
Court, that they may oppoſe my Marriage and 


pre vent our common Affront, I bave hitherto 


obey'd you as a Father, I now appeal to you 
as my Fudge, and I beſeech you diſcharge me 
of ſo unjuſt an Obedience for the future; for 
I am reſolv'd rather to confine my ſelf the ro- 
mainder of my Days, in the moſt Auſtere 
Monaſtery about this City, than ever be Wife 
to a Man ſo inſenſible of Worth and Ho- 
nour. | 

_ The Ambaſſadour was extremely aſto- 
niſhed both, at what he ſaw, and what be 
had heard, He examin'd the Promiſe 
made to Donna Cornelia, and fonnd that 
that Diſcovery alone was ſufficient to pre- 
vent his Daughter's Marriage with Hen- 
rick, Be immediately reſolv'd to break 
all ro pieces, and to diſmiſs his Nephew 


that there might be no more talk of 
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«the Buſigeſs: He caus'd the Ladies to 
withdraw, and ſent for his Nephew, to 
-whom he ſhew'd the Schedule he had made 
to Donna Cornelia; asking him whether 
he knew the Hand, He not a little trou- 
"bled, and changing Colour, began to de- 
ny it; but the Ambaſſadour told him, 
That as he could not do it ſincerely, ſo it 
would be very unhandſomly proffer'd, 
ſince the Truth would be prov'd by ſeve- 


ral of his Letters written in the ſame 


Hand. At laſt Don Henrick, not without 
extreme Confuſion, acknowledg'd that 
blinded by Love, he had indeed made that 


Promiſe, but he would loſe his Life e're 
he perform'd it. wy mo 

Don Philip having quitted his Fool's 
-Coat, and put on a very rich Svit, with 


the Croſs of Alcantara on his Coat, and 
Cloak, heard this Diſcourſe from a corner 
of the Room, where he was diſpos'd, 


-and not able to contain himſelf any longer ; 
Seignior Henrick, (ſaid he coming up to 


him) have à better care what yau ſay, and 
Conſider ber Quality nmhom you injure ; ber 
Birth is at leaſt as Noble as yours Sbe is my 
Siſter, and as ſuch, I am oblig'd to vindicate 
and protect ber, If you perform not the Pro- 
i ſe you haue made her, I wear a Sword 
any fade, which ſball force you to do it, if Ho- 


nour 
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nour will not. I have already conſider d what” 
1 am in Duty oblig'd to, as to that Point, 
(replies Don Henrick) and no Man ſpal 
force me, by Menaces, todo any thing againſt 
my Will : This ſo enrag'd Don Philip, that 
he gave Don Henrick a Challenge. The 
Diſpute grew higher and higher, which 
oblig'd the Ladies to come in between 
them, and to give Orders the Doors 
ſhould be ſhut, leſt they ſhould put the 
Challenge in Execution. | 

While theſe things paſs'd, the Ambaſſa- 
dour minded not the Perſon of Don Philip, 
but imagin'd him ſome other Perſon come 
thither after his Siſter ; for ſeeing him ſo 
well habited with the Croſs of Alcantara” 
and without Spectacles, (which he con- 
ſtantly wore) he knew him not: But hav- 
ing conſider'd him better, he found that 
he who Challenged his Nephew was the 
ſame Perſon who by his pleaſant Extra- 
vagances, had found him ſo much Sport. 
The Lady Eleanora perceiving her Father 
had his Eyes faſten'd on him, with ſome 
Aſtoniſhment, imagin'd the Cauſe of it; 
and gave it a check in theſe Words, He 
Sir, whom you ſee in a Habit ſo different, 
from that he was wont to wear, and who ſeem'd 
ſo ridiculous toyou, is Don Philip de Gamboa 
and Toledo: When this Diſpute is over you- 
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(270) 
Hall know” the Motives oblig 4 im to that 


Diſguiſe. 


The Ambaſſadour was more 6 
niſhed at that, and would have preſs'd his 
Daughter to make a further diſcovery of 
that Secret, had he not ſeen the two Ca- 
valiers with Swords drawn, ready to make 
that Room the Place of their Duel: He 
ran in between them, and endeavour'd 


by Mildneſs to perſwade his Nephew, not 


though) it beſt to _ * Uncle's Coun- 


to conteſt in a Buſineſs, which was not 
to his Ad vantage; that if he ſatisfy'd not 


the injured Cavalier, Miſchief would at- | 


rend it ; that he ſhonld not rely on any 
Prote&ion he might hope for from him, 
inaſmuch as ſeeing the little reaſon he had 
on his ſide, and the Affront he intended 
that Lady, "he ſhould rather be againſt 
him, by aſſiſting his Adverſary, than 


countenance him in ſo unjuſt a Cauſe: 


That as to his Daughter, he might quit 
all Hopes of her; that he ſhould never 
be her Husband; and that it would diſ- 
cover a great poorneſs of Spirit in her, if 
ſne had any thought of Kindneſs for him 
after he had ſo unworthily treated her. 
Don Henrich, finding himfelf preſs'd with 
Reproaches on al} ſides, and withal heark- 
ning to the Advice 'of his Conſcience, . 


ſel. 


=.) 
ſel, He thereupon, went with open Arms 
to his true Wife, to whom he once more 
gave his Hand as a Husband, and then 
Embrac'd his Brother-in-Law, whom he 


yet knew not: The Lady Eleanora thought 


it a good Opportunity, before the whole 
Company, to give her Father an Account, 
how Don Philip had fallen in Love with 
her, how he got into his Retinve in the 
Quality of a Jeſter ; that ſhe conceiv'd her 
ſelf oblig'd to reqaite the extraordinary 


demonſtration of his Affedion to her, 


by an Exchange of hers to him, if her 
Father approv'd of it. The old Gentle- 
man had ſo much Gallantry left, as to admire 
the ſtrange Conducts of Love in all its 
Operations ; and particularly, how it 
made the wiſeſt Men Mad, and the Mad 
Wiſe ; making its Advantages of Extra- 
vagance it ſelf, to compaſs its Deſign ; 
without any further demurring, he gave 


his Conſent. Wherenpon the Lady Elea- 


nora took him by the Hand, and Don 
Philip was ſo happy, as by odd and unlike- 
ly means to ſee all his Deſires accom- 
pliſned. I . 
The Solemnities of both the Marriages 
were put off till eight Days after; all the 
Grandees about the Court came to them; 
the Balls thereat, and the Tiltings were 
Bs N 4 Extraore 
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Extraordinary : But what more nearly 
touches the Story, is that the King Ho- 
nour'd theſe two Cavaliers with great 
Advantages, wherewith Don Philip had 
alſo thoſe of a numerous Iſſue; for which 
Don Henrick-needed not much to have en- 
vy'd him, being the moſt ſatisfy'd man 
in the World with his Choice whom he 
infinitely Lov'd, and thereby made it ap- 
pear, That the Inclinations of two Per- 
ſons, before they are united by Matri- 
mony, though by ſome intervening Oc- 
currences ſomewhat remitted, may yet, by 
that Sacred Tye, be heightned into a 
Noble and Vigorous Flame of perfect Love. 


Garceran's Novel pleaſed all the Hearers, 
(Garceran was the Name of the Perſon 
that told it) and Rufina who. over-heard it 
from her Chamber, was very much di- 
verted by it. Brother Criſpin confided 
mightily in her, and was not at all con- 
_ cerned at her hearing the Plots he laid 
with his Companions to perpetrate ſeve- 
ral Robberies in places where they had 
notice of Booty. Criſpin approv'd of ſome 
of the Thefts that were propoſed, and 
diſapproved of others upon account of 
the Inconveniences that muſt attend them: 
For he had acquired great Authority 10 

| {> © the 


1 
the Gang. His great Experience had made 
him the North-point of that Honourable 


A Society, and not one durſt act contrary 


to his orders. It was now time to go to 
reſt, which made them defer parting the 
new Theft till another time; ſo they 


F put it into the Cuſtody of the Hermit, who 


was always a very faithful Banker to them. 
His Comrades being retired, Criſpin could 
not Sleep till he had been to ſee Ruſina 
to wiſh her a good Night, He found her 
in a gayer Humour than he had yet ſeen. 
her, which he was extremely glad of.“ 
He ask'd her what ſhe thought of the No- 
vel: She told him it was very diverting, 
and that if ſhe was often to hear the like, 
it wonld ſoon carry off part of her Me- 
lancholy. Don't be unealie, my Dear 
Lady (ſays the impudent Hypocrite) I 
hope you will here fiad the Grave of your 
Sorrows :: We ſhall endeavour all we can 
to make the time ſeem ſhort to you ; and 
you may find your accounts in living a- 
mong Us, if you are not too Scrupulous 
and will lay aſide part of your Baſhfulneſs; 
Rufina judged that it was time now to 
mix a ſpice of good Humour with her 
ſevere aſpeR, and to quit her pretended 
Grief : From that Night ſhe began to ſhew 
the Hypocrite a ſmoother Countenance,the 
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better to execute the deſign ſhe had upon 
him. Criſpin went to Bed, in great hopes 
[ that this Rock would now be quickly mol- 
| lifyed, ſince he was got thro* the worſt 
part of the Work, and had diſcovered. 
himſelf to her for what he was, by pulling 
off the Mask of his falſe Piety.” 
At break of Day the Harpies left the 
Hermitage, to go ſeek their livelihood at 
the-expence of thoſe who did not giſtruſt 
them. Criſpin was to go to the Town, 
to ask Alms as uſual. He. went to take 
his leave. of Rufina, who beg'd him to uſe 
his utmoſt endeavours to know if her Bro- 
ther were at Malaga, giving him a de- 
ſcription of his Perſon and Dreſs directly 
oppolite to the Truth. He lock'd her in, 
at which Rufina was not very uneaſie, for 
ſne had provided paſſe- par- touts and pick - 
locks in Order to execute her defign upon 
the Gene van She remained alone in the 
Hermitage, as it had been concerted 
between her and Garay, that as ſoon as 
ever he ſaw Brother Criſpin at Malaga, 
he ſnould immediately come to her; which 
he did; mounted vpon one of the two 
Horſes he had brought with him. Kufina 
Hearing him at the door, ſoon opened ir, 
apd told him in few Words the Profeſſion 
ſhe. found Brother Criſpin to be of, the 
| X Paſſion 
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Paſſion he had declared for her, and that 
there was in the Hermitage a good ſum 
of Money which had been got in the way 
of his Calling. Rufina was reſolved to 
carry off all the coyned Money, and not 
to leave a ſingle Dubloon, She bid Garay - 
return that moment to the Town, and 
fetch her ſome Powders that might lay 
Criſpin into a profound Sleep when he 
came from his Begging; that it might 
not be poſlible to wake bim all that 


Night. Garay gallop'd back to Malaga, 
and in a very little time brought the Pow-- 
ders ſhe wanted, before Criſpin returned, 
for he was buſied all day in gathering his 
Alms, and did not come to the Hermi- 


tage til] the approach of Night. At his re- 
turn he was very much careſſed by Rufina 
which put him into an ecſtacy of Joy: 
For he was every moment more and more 
captivated. He ſhewed her what he had 
got that Day by. Begging ; and beſides - 
what had been voluntarily given, he had 
cvaningly filched ſome things of Value, 
and among the reſt a Pearl Necklace, which 


he put round Ruſina's Neck, with a thou- 


ſand amorous Compliments, She mighty 
civilly chank'd him for the preſent, and 
they ſupp'd together very contentedly, 
he every moment putting her in * 

| | of 
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of his Love, and ſhe returning very fa- 
 yourable Anſwers, aſſuring him that ſhe: 
would ſhortly gratifie his Wiſhes. | 
It had been agreed among the Thieves 
that they ſhould meet that very Night 
in the Hermitage, and hold a general 
Chapter of their Brotherhood; Cri/pin was 
very uneaſie at it, becauſe he was unwilling 
they ſhould ſee Kuſina So ſoon as ever: 
they came (for they were very Punctual) 
he invented a Trick to ſend them packing. 
He told them he had juſt been informed 
from Town, that there was a hve and cry 
after a Man that had treacherouſly mur- 
thered another, and that ſacred Places 
themſelves not being an Aſylum for ſuch 
Criminals, he fear'd ſearch wou'd be made 
in his Hermitage; and ſo if by chance 
any one among them ſhou'd be known 
to have committed any other Crimes, he 
might be ſiezed and hurried to Priſon. As 
the ſmalleſt matter is enough to frighten 
People of this Trade, they eaſily gave in- 
to what their Captain told them, and cry- 
ing the Devil take the hindmoſt deferr'd 
Their General Meeting till four days af- 
terwards. By this means our Criſpin was - 
left alone in the Hermitage with his Mi- 
ſtreſs, who had given him her Word to 
ſatisfy him that. Night, and to grant 1 | 
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the utmoſt he cou d deſire; which raiſed* 
him to ſuch a pitch of Joy as it is impoſſible 
to expreſs. n 

Supper was preſently ſet upon the Ta- 
ble; it was a very ſplendid one, Cyi/pin hav- 
ing brought from the Town ſeveral ſorts 
of Fowls and Game juſt ready to be 
clapt on the Spir, with a good bottle of 
the beſt Wine of Malaga, which is the 
fineſt in all Spain. They ſate down with 
a great deal of Satisfaction and Gayety: 


The Glaſs went about merrily, and Rufina 


who puſhed it as much as decently ſhe 
cou'd, took care: that Criſpin ſhowd not 
drink one Glaſs without ſome of the ſleep- 
ing Powders ſhe had prepared for him, 
Criſpin drank enovgh to do his buſineſs; 
and the laſt Glaſs he ſwallow'd concluded 
the Supper, for he fel} down faſt aſleep 
under the Table, with ſo great a heavineſs. 
vpon him that Rufina to try how the Pow- 
der work'd, having pulled him by the 
Noſe and Ears was convinced that it was 
as eaſie to wake a dead Body as it was to 


wake him. Secure of this ſhe went down 


into the Cave, which was under- ground, 
and out of certain Coffers the found there, 
took all the Money ſhe cou'd lay hands on, 

and which was in no ſmall quantity. She 
put it into Bags which ſhe ty d with Wbip- 
21 | cord, 
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cord, and into long leather Pockets, 
which the Rogues had ſtolen from a Rich 
Grazier that was travelling to Madrid. 
This done, Rufina went out, and by the 
ſign agreed upon ſoon call'd Garay to her, 
for he waited thereabouts on purpoſe, 
She told him how matters ſtood, 
They brought out all the coyned Gold 
and Silver, and left all the other things, 
tho? of conſiderable Value; for it was 
their maxim never to take any thing that 
"might be known again. They had quickly 
Toaded Garay's Nag with all the Money, 
and themſelves mounting upon the other 
took the Road to Malaga, over-joyed 
with having outwitted -and rifled the 
ſubtleſt Thief in Europe, and with ſo much 
eaſe. They came to Malaga, and went 
directly to Garay's Inn, Rufina concealed 
herſelf from the other Gueſts all that 
Night and the following Day. She knew 
the time when the General Aſſembly of the 
Rogues was appointed to be held at the 
Hermitage, with Criſpin their Preſident, 
which was in about four days time. She 
ordered matters as you ſhall hear preſent- 
ly.: For I muſt now return to Criſpin, 
whom we left aſleep. He had ſpent all 
that Night under the Table at which he 
had ſupr, and it being now broad Day, 
1 be 
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he awaked ignorant of what had happened' 


Rich in the Night. He called Rufina remember- 
zarid, ing that by this Drowſie Fit, he had miſs'd 
the the opportunity he had ſo much wiſhed. 
her, for, which made him extremely uneaſie: 
ole, He repeated his-cunning Miſtreſs's Name 
* ſeveral times, but in vain. He ſought 
"Old JF her all over the Hovſe, in the Chapel, in 
183, the Cave; not finding her there, he went 
was out into the Fields to look her; he found 
hat the Doors all faſt, which amazed him, 


kly and inclined him to believe that ſome: 
Accident had happened to her: He look d 

for her over again, but perceiving the 
Coffers open and clear d of the Money he 
had left in them, he ſoon found he was 
robb'd ; and began to fanſie that the poor 
Innocent had taken flight for fear of the. 
Thieves, and hid herſelf in the Country 

| ſomewhere thereabouts, not daring to 
Travel in the dark: He ſought her as 
diligently-as he cou'd, but ſhe was a great. 
way out of his reach. He was forc'd to 
take patience, aſhamed - and vexed that ſo 
famous and ſo experienced a Rogue as 
bimſelf, ſhow'd be the Cully of a fimple 


Woman; for he began now to ſuſpeck 
| that all ſhe had ſaid and done had been 
only to impoſe upon him. He went that 
very day to Malaga, to ſee if he con'd _ | 
- Er 
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her in the Town, He met Garay; but 
having never ſeen him before, that was 
of no Service to him. 

Rufina and Garay had already fixed upon 
their Departure to Caſtile, but ſhe wou'd 
not leave Malaga, till ſhe had done the 
Hypocrite Criſpin an ill turn. She knew 
the day when the Thieves were all to meet 
in the Hermitage, which that Villain had 
made a Dem of Thieves. That they 
might be caught all together, to receive 
the Puniſnment their Crimes deſerved, 
ſhe wrote a Letter to the Provoſt, in- 
forming him of the time and Place of their 
Aſſembling and how they might be taken : 
This done, Garay and Rufina ſet out for 
Toledo, in the Road to which we- ſhall 
leave them to relate what the Provoſt did, 
as ſoon as ever he receiy'd Rufina's Letter. 
He ſtay'd till twas Night, and then going 
to the Hermitage with ſome Archers, he 
beſer it, and went in, He found Criſp, 
little expecting ſuch a Gueſt ; He cauſed 
all the Honſe to be ſearched, and after- 
wards the Cave, where his Compantons 
were hid: There they ſaw the Lad- 
ders, Falſe-keys, Pick-locks and all the 
other Engines proper for their venerable 
Trade : He alſo ſaw the Coffers, in which 
he found ſeveral pieces. of Plate, and — 

| ther 
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ther Things of valve, which ſufficiently 
convinced him of the Merchandize this 
virtuous Company dealt in: He tyed every 
Man's Hands behind him, and ſo. conducted 
them Out. Criſpin was ſo confounded 
that he knew not: what Anſwer to make 
to the Queſtions that were ask'd him : 
The Provoſt accoſted him with theſe 
Words : Wicked and abominable Wretch, 
thou vile Hypocrite, who under the Cloak 
of Sanity committeſt theſe Villainies : 


Were not the Alms thou daily receiveſt 


from ſo many Charitable Hands ſufficient 
to ſubſiſt thee Honeſtly and to induce thee 
to ſpend thy Life in Praiſing and ſerving 
God in s Place ſo apt for that purpoſe as 
this is, without abandoning thy ſelf to 
ſuch baſe and infamous Practices? Thon 


art now fallen into my Hands, out of which 


I promiſe. thee thou ſhalt never eſcape, 
till thou and thy Companions are carryed 


to the Gallows. 


With theſe juſt Reproaches he carried 
them to the Town- priſon where they were 
Condemn'd to Death; for being put to- 
the Rack they. confeſſed ſeveral Crimes, 
all of them accuſing Criſpin of having 
given them notice where Booty might be 
had, and often opened the Doors to them 


where they might get them, As for _ 
he 


he had ſo mnch Courage and Reſolution } 
in his Torments, as ſtoutly to deny the 
Crimes that were laid to his charge: But 


this won'd not have ſaved him from the 


Sentence, had he not cunningly made his 


Eſcape out of Priſon : For being ſeized f 


with a violent Fever, his Execution was de- 


ferred, tho? that of his Comrades was not, 


who all fairly ſwung for their Crimes : And 
as Criſpin was upon the point. of being ſent 
after them, being now cured of his Illneſs, 
he at noon day went boldly out of the 
Priſon-Gates in Woman's Cloaths, to the 
great Amazement of all that heard of ir, 


and to the no ſmall danger of the Keeper, 


who was accuſed of Corruption and 
Breach of Truſt: But he juſtified himſelf 
by diſcovering the Perſon who had fur- 


_ niſfd Criſpin with the diſguiſe, who for 


that Service was Condemn'd to the Gal- 
lies for Exer. | 


The End of the Third Book. 
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Book the Fourth. 


e FI YFIN A and Gar tra- 
Eal® 7% ; velled with the utmoſt 
© expedition very heavy a- 
bout the Pocket, and ar- 
rived at the Imperial City. 
of Toledo, where they had 
refbived to fix their Abode, and where 
Rufina intended to live in Splendor and 
Magnificence. To put a varniſh upon her 


* ſhe called Garay her * 
of 
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to Toledo, and being a hand ſome gentile 


her their Service? 


(284) ww i 
and took a very handſome Hovſe in the 
beſt part of the Town: Her Servants * 
were a Slave ſhe had bought at Malaga, 
a Chamber-Maid, a Footman, and a Gen- 
tleman Uſher whom ſhe took into her Ser- 
vice at Toledo. She. aſſumed the Habit of | 
a Widow, and Garay dreſſing himſelf in 
a grave Suit, called bimſelf Don Geronymo, 
and her Donna Emerentiana, making bold 
with Meneſez for their Surname, for they 
pretended they were of that Illuſtrious 
Family which is fo famous in Portugal. 
She furniſhed her Houſe in a manner ſuita- 
ble to a Widow of Quality, and was vi⸗- 
ſited by the chief Ladies in the Neighbour- 
hood, who were ſo pleaſed both with |' 
the Charms of her Perſon and of her Con- 
verſation, that they thought themſelves 
happy in her Acquaintance. It was not 
long before ſhe had contracted Friendſhips 
with ſeveral Ladies of Quality, who 
thought every thing Gold that gliſtered : 
And as ſhe did not fail to go regularly 
to Maſs at the great Church, ſhe was ſeen 
by the lazy young Sparks of the Town; 
and being obſerved asa Lady newly come: 


Perſon, ſhe quickly had a number of Ado- 
rers who ſought her Favour and offered 


While 
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While ſhe is employed in enquiring 


which of her Lovers is beſt furniſhed with 


Cath, in order to carry on the little 
Traffick ſhe was born for, and in baiting 
the Hook ſhe was uſed to - caſt out for 
Purſes, we ſhall leave her to take her 
meaſures and her new Gallants to their 


amorous Pretenſions, that we may take 


a turn to Malaga, where we left Brother 
Criſpin eſcaped from Priſon and at full Li- 
ber ty. 510 . 

As ſoon as Criſpin ſaw his Legs un- 
ſnackled and his Neck out of danger of 
the Halter, he quitted Malaga, and hid 
himſelf in a Wood near the Town, where 
he ſpent the whole Day, and when Night 
was come he drew near to the Hermitage, 
where he had dwelt while he was thought 


1 by the Townu's- people, a good Chriſtian 


and a Man of a Holy Life. When they 
heard that he was convicted, they had 
put in his ſtead a real good Man, who 
beg'd Alms at the Churches, to build an 
Hoſpital there. He was not yet well ſet- 
tled in the Hermitage, being as yet vn- 
provided of furniture for it. Criſpin ſlipt 
thither in the Night time, and having 
found the Place he lookt for by ſeveral 
Marks which he had placed there for that 
purpoſe, he dug up the ground with a wo 
| toc 
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wou'd ſcarce have known him. 
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ward for his two Offices of Guide and 


Concealer to the whole Gang. With fl 
theſe Piſtoles, which might be about five or 
ſix Hundred, he went to the Town of Faen, | 


where he had a Friend of his own Pro- 
feſſion ; who having before heard of his 
Eſcape out of Priſon (about which he had 
been very uneaſie, for he might have con- 
feſſed ſome things upon the Rack that 
might have done him no Service) he was 
over-joyed to ſee him, being now in hopes 


of undertaking new expeditions in his 


Company. Criſpin was but in a ſorry E- 


qui page, for his Hermit's dreſs had been 
taken from him, upon accovat of his being 
a Hypocrite unfit to wear it: But as he 
was well Stockt with Gold, that misfor- 
tune was eaſily remedy'd : He gave his 


Comrade Money to buy him a Colour'd 


Suit of Cloaths, which he put on; and 
baving had his long Beard ſhaved off, and 
put on a Peruke and a Sword, he look'd 


quite another Man from what he was be⸗ 
fore ; and his moſt intimate Acquaintance 

In this 
Equipage 


tock which he had left in the Wood, and 
took out a little Bag ſtufft with Dubloon: 
which was all he had laid up out of what 
he had got: For he had conſtantly the 
greateſt ſhare in every Purchaſe, as a re- 
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Equipage he ſtayed ſome days at Jaen, 
till an Opportunity offered of committing 
3 conſiderable Robbery in the Town of 
Andujar of a good Sum of Money, which 

was very ſtrictly divided between him and 
his Companion. As they were appre- 

henſive that they might be taken by the 

diligent purſuit of the Perſon robbed ; 

Criſpin was of Opinion they had beſt with- 

draw in time, for fear he ſhou'd be expoſed 
to the ſame danger from which he E- 
ſcaped with ſo much Difficulty at Ma- 

laga. | AL | 
They took into their Society a hand- 
ſome Young Fellow that they met with by 
chance; a Native of Valencia, and arrived 
all three at Toledo where they had never 
been, except juſt to paſs thro' it, They 
were therefore confident of not being 
known there, and the Town being a good 
one, they deſigned to ſtay in it for ſome 
time. Their new Comrades Name was 
Jaime, the Son of a Ropemaker of Valen- 
cia e Having committed ſome profitable 
Rogueries there, he was forc'd to leave 


his Country : He was about Four and 


Twenty Years Old, and was very well 
Shaped, Fair, and Handſome ; but his 
Wit was his greateſt excellency, and he 
was a Match either for Criſpin or his 5 

rade. 
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rade. This young Fellow Dreſſed well 
at the Expence of thoſe who did not take 
ſufficient care where they laid their Goods, | 
He knew how to alter the Cloaths he ſtole | 
to make them Faſhionable, and he Diſ- 
guiſed them ſo artfully by changing the | 
Trimmiog that the Owners themſelves | 
cou'd not know them again. One great 7 
Holiday he put on a very fine Suit and | 
went with Criſpin to the Great Church to 
. thevery lame part of it where Rufina had | 
placed herſelf: And tho' ſhe wore a Wi- 
| dow's Habit, as I ſaid before, yet Criſpin | 
knew 'twas her, to his no ſmall joy, He 
hid himſelf from her as well as he cou'd, 
for fear ſhe ſnou'd know him as well as he 
did her; thovgh in that drefs he had no 
caule to be apprebenſive of that. His 
Peruke and the ſnaving of his Beard wou'd | 
have been Diſguiſe ſufficient, though he 
had not been in a Habit ſo different from 
what he wore in the Hermitage. He 
ſhewed Ruſina to his Comrade, Don Jaime, 
who was wonderfully taken with her; ' 
and having deſired him to follow her un- 
obſerved, he dog'd her fo cleverly, that 
he found out the Houſe where ſhe lived. 
The Neighbours informed him that ſhe li- 
ved in good Repute, by the Name of Donna 
Emerentiana de Meneſez,, being lately 755 1 
rom 
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from Badajos with her Father to ſettle at 
Toledo, Criſpin was terribly enraged at 
her for the Trick ſhe had put upon him 
at Malaga; and he ſwore that ſince chance 
had fo luckily thrown her in his way, 
he wou'd never leave Toledo till he had 
got out of her the Money ſhe had Rob'd 
him of, with great Intereſt to boot. To 
effect his Deſign, he inſtructed Jaime in 
the Part he was to play, and how he was 
to behave himſelf towards her to avoid 
her finding out who he was. An Oppor- 
tunity of beginning their Enterprize ſoon 
offer'd. One Afternoon, about an hour 
before it grew dark, as the Bell rung for 
Prayers, there happen'd a Quarrel in the 
Street where Rujina lived, wherein two 
Men were Wounded. The Officers of 
Juſtice were immediated there, and car- 
ried the Wounded Perſons to their own 
Homes for Relief, and ſiezed ſome of thoſe 
that then were in the Street, though not 
at all concern'd in the Quarrel, which 
made the reſt take to their Heels ; for 


there is no great Pleaſure in being im- 


priſon'd for another's Crime. | 
Jaime, being fully inform'd by that 
Arch-Rogue Criſpin what he ſhou'd do, 
aſſumed the Croſs of a Knight of the Or- 
der of Monteſa, 9 King gives only 
| | to 


2 
— „ —ͤ— * 
— * =y * _ 
— — — 
— — Ee ens 


| ( 290 ) N 
to the Natives of the Kingdom of Valencia, 


and put on a very genteel Black Suit of : 


Cloaths. In this Dreſs, . being come to 
Rufina's Houſe, and having given his Cloak 7 


to Criſpin ;, he drew his Sword, and went 
directly in with the Air of a Man ex- 


treamly apprehenſive of ſome danger: 
He run ſtrait vp Stairs, and at laſt came 
into a Room where the Beautiful Widow 7 
ſate with her Maids. They were ſtrangely 7 
terrify'd at ſeeing a Man approach with |: 
his naked Sword, without a Cloak and in 
ſo great a Tranſport. Kufina got up, and 
ſaw Jaime draw near her in che poſture 


.of a Suppliant, accoſting her with theſe 
Words: If Pity be not a ſtranger to ſo |. 


much Beauty, let your Houſe, Madam, be 


an Aſylum to me againſt the Juſtice that 
pur ſues me. I juſt now kill'd a Man,! 
confeſs; but I did it only in my own De- 


Fence, being attack'd by him in the Street 1 
at great diſadvantage. As I was purſued | 
very hotly in thenext Street, I had infal- | 


libly been taken if l had not Fought Cou- 


ragiouſly and diſpatch'd two of the Offi- 
cers that came with the Commiſſary, and 
who had almoſt ſiezed me by the Throat: 


I eſcaped from the reſt, by the Swiftnefs I 


of my Heels: finding your Doors open, : 
And having no other place to fly wo, | 1 


= 
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made bold to fhut them after me and run 
up even to your Chamber. I therefore 
moſt humbly beſeech you, Madam, if 
3 poſlibly it can be done without incom- 
moding you too much, to let me lie hid 
in ſome Corner of your Houſe, *cill the 
Crowd that's gather'd together in your 
Street be diſperſed and I may go out with 
Safety: But if I ſhall give you the leaſt 
Trouble, or have any ways offended you 
by my Boldneſs; give me but the leaſt 
hint of it, and I will immediately venture 
forth into the Street, even tho* I were 
ſure to loſe my Life by-1o doing; for I 
had much rather be thrown into a Dun- 
geon, than ſeem Impudent in the Opinion 
of ſo Lovely a Lady. | 
3 We have already deſcribed the good 
Shape and agreeable Behaviour of this 
Spark. Rufinalook'd upon him attentive 
Iy ; and ſhe who never before had loved 
any thing but Money; began to find in 
herſelfan Inclination for this young Man, 
who was as Eloquent as he was Handſome, 
She made him this Anſwer. You did me 
3 Juſtice, Sir, when you thought me ſenſible 
both of Honour and Pity ; Perſons of my 
3 Qnality never wanted either for Men of 
your Appearance: I judge by your Looks 
that you are a Gentleman; and in pity 

91 "= 


and more agree able. 
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-of your Caſe, my Houſe is entirely at 
Four Service, and you may .be concealed 
in it as long as you think it will be ne- 
ceſſary, to avoid the Purſuit of thoſe that 
are in queſt of you: for it wou'd be inhu- 
mane to let you fall into their Hands, 
when by my means yon may be preſerved 
from ſuch Imminent danger. Fear no- 
thing while you are here: For though the 
Officers ſhou'd ſearch my Houſe, 1 have 
a fecret place in it which they can never 
find you out. 1 

The young Sharper return'd her a thou- 
Fand thanks for ſo great a Favour ; which 
obliged her to continue her Diſcourſe as 
follows, You certainly know, Sir, by the 
Weeds I am in, that I muſt live in a great |? 
deal of reſtraint ; however, I offer you my 
Houſe with all the Sincerity imaginable. till 


you have accommodated your Affairs. But 


I have an abſent Father to whom I owe | 
an account of my Conduct: And if at his 


Arrival, which perhaps may be this very 1] 


Day, he will let you have a Chamber in 
his Apartment, in which I dare ſay he 
will think himſelf much Honour'd, I ſhall | 
be extreamly glad of it, He again thank'd 
Her for this Continuation of her Favours; 
and he every Moment thought him more 
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In the mean time the reſt of thoſe that 
were in the Plot, Thundered at the Door, 
bawling out to the People within to open 
to his Majeſty's Officers. The whole Fa- 
mily was at firſt mightily alarm'd; but 


Kufina being recovered from that little 
Diſorder, which had fluſh'd into her Face, 


took Jaime by the hand, and led him into 
an Upper Room, wherein there was a 
double Partition, concealed by a piece of 
Tapeſtry, and left him there, aſſuring 


him that it wou'd be impoſſible to diſcover 


him in that Place. After this Precaution 


ſhe cauſed the Door to be opened, and 


IJ cifpinroſhd boldly in, without the leaſt 


fear of being known in the Diſguiſe he bad 
on. He was accompanyed by ſome Fellows 
of his own Degree of Honeſty, who with 
Lights and Fire- Arms, counterfeiting the 
Officers of Juſtice, entered tumultuovſly 
into the Chamber where Rufina was. 
Criſpin ſaluted her very civilly, and diſ- 
guiſing bis Voice, as he had done all his 
Perſon, I very well know, Madam, ſays 
he, that 'tis rude to enter ſo rovghly into 
the Houſe of a Widow : But my Office 
will excuſe me, and I am obliged to 
ſearch where-ever I am commanded. The 
Lieutenant Criminal has order'd me to 
ſearch all the Houſes in this Quarter, for 

O3 ; a 


a Criminal that has Eſcaped us. We have 
made our perquiſition in all the Neigh- | 
bouring Houſes, but to no purpoſe ; and 
this is the only one we have not yet been 
in: Be pleaſed then to give us leave to look 
over your Houſe, that we may ſatisfie both 
our Superiors and our own Conſciences, | 
You may depend, reply'd ſhe, upon the 
Proteſtations l make to you, that no Crea- 
ture is concealed in my Houſe: But that 
you may not entertain an ill Opinion. of 
me, nor think me a Woman that wou'd 
protect a Murtherer, or a Man of an ill 
Life; I give you leave to ſearch where 
you think fit; A Maid took a Candle to 
light them, and they viſited a great many 
of the Rooms; however, not with too | 
much Rigour, having a mind to ſeem | 
mighty Courteous in the Excution of their 
duty. This done, they took their leaves 
_ with the ſame Civility they had accoſted 
Rufina. TYRE CT HT I. OT. 
The pretended Knight came out of his 
Hole, appearing extreamly rejoyced at 
being ſo happily Eſcaped out of the Hands 
of his Porſuers, and in Terms ful} of Ac- 
knowledgement he highly exaggerated 
the Favour he had receiv'd of the Beau- 
tiful Widow. She, who the more ſhe 
viewed him, the more ſhe was * 
| witn 
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with him, gave him a thouſand Demons 
trations of Friendſhip, and aſſured him 
he ſhou'd be uſed in her Family according 
to his Merit; and that if he wou'd have 
patience £0 ſtay till her Father return'd, 
ſhe was certain he wou'd not ſuffer him to 
go out of the Houſe for that Night. The 
Gallant, who perceived her Ladyſhip be- 


1 gan to "take Fire, earneſtly deſi red Per- 


wiſſion to retire, which he was ſure he 
ſhou'd not obtain: He ſaid too it was ne- 
ceſſary for him to take refuge in ſome 
Convent of Monks, and to give his Ser- 
vants notice of the place he was in; and- 
that it wou'd be his beſt way to fly towards 
Seville early next Morning, Rufing, un- 
ealie to find him ſo obſtinate, preſs'd him 
more than ever to ſtay ; repreſented to 
him the danger he ran, and conjured him - 


at leaſt to grant her two Hours more of 


his Company. Jaime who deſired no bet- 
ter, ſeem'd to conſent with reluctancy. 
She deſired leave to go a Minute to give 
orders about ſome Affairs which her Father 
had left her a charge of, and under this 
pretence went to conſult with a Slave 
in whom ſhe mightily confided, what ſhe 
were beſt to do. She retired with her 


into another Room, and frankly diſco- 


vue to her the Incliſſation ſhe had to 
| O. 4 that 


_— 
that Cavalier; that though it grieved ber 
to part with him, yet ſhe knew not how 
Garay might take it, if ſhe ſhou'd keep 
him in the Houſe all Night: Aad laſtly, 


beg'd her to give her Advice upon theſe |: 


Difficulties, and to let her know what in 
her Opinion ſhe had beſt reſolve upon. 
The Slave, who was a cunning Jade, and 
knew very well what Advice wou'd be 
moſt agreeable to her Miſtreſs, anſwer'd, I I 
own, Madam, you will ſeem too eaſie if up- | 
on the little; Acquaintance you have with ? 
this Cavalier, you open your Heart to 
him; and in my Opinion you would be as | 
indiſcreet if you went about to perſuade |? 
Garay to let him be in the Houſe for to 
Night. My Advice is, that ſince there 


are twoarethree Reoms empty, from one | 


of which there is an Entrance into your 
Apartment, you had better lodge him 
there, without ſaying a word of it to an 
body. I will take care to conduct him 
thither, when J have made him a Bed; 
and to provide him with whatever he may 
want, without &Garay's Knowledge. You 
know Garay two Days hence is to go to 
Madrid; and then you may entertain this 
young Gentleman without any Fear or 
Obſtacle : I can eaſily make him be- 


lieve that the Officers keep Watch ſtill |: 
about 
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about this Street, and that therefore it 
is abſolutely neceſlary for him to ſtay here, 
if he wou' d not endanger his Life, or his 
Liberty. | | 
This Advice of the Slave's was wonder. 
fully liked by Rufina, who ordered her to 
go that moment and put Sheets upon the 
Bed, and make the Room ready for his 
Reception. This was immediately done; 
and then the Amorous Widow returned 
to her Gallant: You will wonder, Sir, ſays 
ſhe, at my receiving. you into the Houſe, 
and at Night too without my Father's Per- 
miſſion; but to ſave a Cavalier of your 
Merit, we are allow'd ſometimes to exceed 


the Bounds of Decency. I begin to think 


it will be properer to conceal you from 
my Father, as well as from the Officers, 
that you may be the Safer. You may be 
obliged to me if you pleaſe for this little 
Service; but I do it with a very good 
Will, and becauſe l think it neceſſary for 
your Repoſe. Jaime, who perceived that 
this Fiſh threw herſelf voluntarily into 
the Nets of Love, gavea thouſand Tokens 
of Acknowledgement for this new Favour. 
They ſpent the time ina thouſand agree- 
able Diſcourſes: And Jaime, who was very 
eloquent at Flattery, rendering himſelf 
every moment moreagreeable, by praiſing 

O 5 all 
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all Rufina's Charms one after another, made 
himſelf at laſt the abſolute Maſter. of her 
Heart. However, ſhe was willing to try, 
whether there was no deceit in bis Words; 
whether her Beauty alone had conquered 


him; and whether it had really made ſo 


ſudden a Metamorphoſis of a fearful diſ- 
ordered Fugitive into a bold daring Lo- 
Ver. | 2 k 

T he Slave now came in and told her 
Miſtreſs ſhe had done as ſhe order'd her. 


She took Jaime by the Hand, and led him 


into the Chamber that was prepared for 
him: He found it handſomely illuminated, 


by. a. Chryſtal Branch; and there was a. ; 


magnificent Collation ready ſet: He was 
ſurprized to ſee her leave him immedi- 


ately alone; but he was ſatisfy'd with the | | 


Excuſe ſhe made, which was, that ſhe 


wor'd return the moment her Father was 


gone to Bed. At leaving the Room, ſhe | ; 
gave him ſo kind, ſo tender a glance, that 
this new Demonſtration of Love encou- 


raged Jaime to hope for a ſucceſsful end 


of his Undertaking. Garay was not yet 


ſo far advanced in Vears, but that he 


thought himſelf fit to pretend to the 
poſſeſſion of Rufina: He was her Gallant, 

and if he had not had a Wife already, had 
moved her to make him her Husband. 


o 
He. |} 
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in imitation of ſeveral others who 
themſelves deſpiſed and negleQed, 


He kept his Wife at Madrid; and ſhe,. 


ſee - 
En» 


deayour'd to Comfort herſelf for the Ab- 


ſence. of her Husband in the Company of 
her Lovers. Garay had not heard from 
her a great while; and being in hopes 

7 might be dead, he was reſolved to take 


ſhe: 


a Journey to Madrid, to enquire ſecretly 
whether his wiſhes were verified or no ; 


to the intent that if ſhe was gone where 
7 troubleſome. Wives (in ſome Folks Opini- 


ons) ſhou'd be, he might ſtrike up a Match 


with Rufina, who was obliged to him 
ſeveral pieces. of Service. 


for 


With this De- 


ſign it was that he had fixed upon this 


Journey, and in two Days he was to 


ſet 


Let us leave him to his Deſign, and 


7 returato Ruſina, who cauſed his Supper to 


be brought in the moment he came home, 


and. pretending ſome Indiſpoſition, 


ex- 


cuſed herſelf from keeping him Company. 


4s he was uſed to go to Bed the moment 


he had Supp'd, Rafina waited till ſhe heard 


that he was certainly aſleep, before 


went to her Gallant, with whom 


ſhe 


ſupp'd very nobly. As ſoon as the Cloath 
was taken away, while the Servants were 


at Supper, Rufina, who cou'd not k 


eep 
her 
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| her Eyes off of her Gueſt, beg'd him to 
. conceal no part of his Life from her, but 


ro tell her ſincerely, his Name, his Coun- 
try, and the Cauſe of his coming to Toledo. 
Faime, vpon this Intreaty, inverted the 


following Romance, which ſhe readily 
ſwallowed. | 


„The place of my Nativity, Madam, is | 


Valencia, one of the Nobleſt Cities in all 


Spain You certainly know it by the Re- 


port of Fame, and that it has a very great | 
advantage over ſeveral others, both for 


the Nobility and Richneſs of its Inhabi- 


wants, and for the Sweetneſs of its Cli- | 


mate and. the charming Fertility. of. its 


r 
lam of the Noble and Ancient Family 
of Pertuſa, very well known all over the 


Kingdom of Valencia. My Name is Don | 


Jaime de Pertuſa, and the King, in Re- 
compence of the good Services my An- 
ceſtors have done him, has honoured me 


with the order of Aunteſa, and with the 


Commandry of Silla; which is the beſt 
belonging to that Order. Beſides the In- |: 
some of that, I have an Eſtate which was 
left me by my Father, and ſome other 
Revenues, which in all may amount to 
about three Thonſand Crowns a year. 
became enamoured of a Lady in our City, 
* named 
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named Donna Blanca Ceinteillas, deſcended 
of one of the Illoſtrious Families of Biſcay, 
and endued with a great many admirable 
Qualities: 1 ſerved her with all the Paſſion 
imaginable ; but ſhe did not make me a 
ſuitable Return, being engaged with ano- 
ther Cavalier, call'd Don Vincent Poiadas; 
and as ſhe preferr'd my Rival before me, 
was ready to die with Jealouſie. That 
Cavalier was reſolved to remove every 


thing that might impede his Pretenſions ; 


and therefore one Night, meeting me in 
the Street, and he being follow'd by three 
Servants. he attacked me and one ſingle 
Man that attended me, 


I defended my ſelf as long as I cou'd, but 


was at laſt wounded, as they thought, 


mortally, The Man that Wounded me 
cou'd never be diſcovered, though every 
one ſuſpected who it was: But it being 


the common Report that Don Vincent was 


my Competitor, he was taken up; but 
having juſtified himſelf either by Favour, 


3 or Money, he was releaſed, Being cured 
of my Wounds, and reflecting on the ad- 


vantage with which my Rival had attacked 
me; I was reſolved to be revenged, and 
to pay him in his own: Coyn. I ſur priſed 
him with a number of Followers on my 
fide Superior to his, and left him wovnded: 


much 
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much more dangerouſly than I had been; 
There were ſome People in the Street that 
knew me, and depoſed againſt me; a 
Practice very uncommon in Valencia, 
where Truth is very ſeldom found out 
by that Method. For this reaſon | ab- 
ſented my ſelf ; becauſe my Enemy's Hurts 
were yery dangerous, and the Surgeons 
told him he cou'd live but a very ſhort 
time. I found his Relations were fixed 
upon revenging his Death, and was ap- 
prehenſive of falling into the hands of 
Juſtice. This was what obliged me to 
leave Valencia, and come to this City 
where I have been about a Month, I 
have been informed by a Perſon of vaſt 
Correſpondence, that my Rival is now 
out of danger and almoſt wholly reco- 
vered, and that the Contract between him 
and Donna Blanca 1s. ſettled; which was 
a greater Concern to me, than the being 
this Day attack'd by two Men, who were 
hired by Don Vincent to come hither to 
diſpatch me. They attack'd me in this 
Street; one of them I believe I have 
Wounded mortally, ſo that Leſcaped from 
their Hands by the aſſiſtance of thoſe that 
ran in to part us. I found your Doors 
open, and having taken refuge in your 
Houſe, am perfealy ſafe from every ing 
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„ 
but the Power of your Eyes. Thus I ex 
ſcape one Priſon to fall into a Another; 
but this is ſo ſweet a Captivity, that I. 
will remain in it all wy Life, if you give 
your Conſent. 

Here the pretended Don Jaime con- 
cluded his Narration, leaving Rufina ex- 
treamly pleaſed to obſerve in that Cava- 
lier ſo many amiable Qualifications, and 
ſuch ſeeds of Affection in his Heart, that 
ſhe flatter'd herſelf ſhe might eaſily draw. 


him in to marry her; which having a lit- 


tle thought of, ſhe made him this Anſwer :- 
Seignior Don Faime Pertuſa, | am extreamly 
ſorry for the unfortunate: Accident that 
brought us acquainted ; but I am not at 


all ſo for the deſign you have form'd of 


not returning quickly into your Native 


Country; for 1 ſhould be extreamly glad 


to keep you here; and I freely proteſt 


that if for my part I had intereſt enough 


in you to do it, I wou'd not ſcruple any 
means whatſoever even though upon Con- 
ditions. deſtructive of my Liberty. If 

for nothing elſe, at leaſt you are ſomewhat: 
obliged to me for the Good Will I bear. 
you, in the little time that I have had 

the honour to know you: And if it coud 


induce you to make a Return, I ſhou'd 


think my ſelf the happieſt of Women, and 
; hall 


ſhall have accompliſhed my utmoſt Wiſh: 
Perhaps Heaven may not have made me 
Miſtreſs of ſo much Beauty as you deſerve: |: 
But | dare boaſt that my Virtue and Wealth 
may be ſufficient to pleaſe a Man of your 
Merit and Quality. | 
Madam, reply d Don Jaime, I can hardly 
forbear kiſſing the Ground you Tread on, 
though I am not worthy to touch it with | 
my Mouth, after the Favour you bleſs me | 
with. Yet I cannot think I have received 
any from yon, which I have not already 
in ſome meaſure repay'd, ſince I have put 
you in full poſſeſſion of my Heart and Soul. 
As for the Diſtruſt you ſeem to have of 
your own Perfections, you certainly need 
employ but part of them to conquer me; 
find, Madam, you have compleatly done 
it already; and therefore you need have 
Recourſe to no further Meaſures for that 
purpoſe, where your Beauty is ſo irreſiſti- 
ble: It has tranſported me quite beyond 
my ſelf, and made me your Slave, Happy 
was the Day that I was attacked by thoſe 
Aſſaſſins; for by means of this Misfortune, 
J have gained a thouſand cauſes for Joy 
and Conſolation in your Words. May 
Heaven now prolong my Life, for if my 
Love is approved, as you do me the Ho- 
nour to aſſure me it is, I ſhall reſt hereaf- 
ter 
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ter contented and ſafe in the Haven of 
your good Graces, which will make me 
quite forget the Pleaſures I enjoy'd at 
Home, when I find ſuch a Paradiſe 
here. | 
Theſe and thelike Amorons Diſcourſes 
paſſed between Jaime and Rufina ; and that 
Cunning Diſſembler hit upon the way to 
pleaſe her ſo exactly, that ſhe thought of 
nothing but how to make herſelf agreeable 
in his Eyes. Time ran ſwiftly away in 
this Converſation, fo that it was two o 
Clock in the Morning before Rufina retired 
to her Chamber, and ſhe even thought 
that too ſoon: Jaime too went directly 
to Bed, overjoy'd at ſeeing his Comrade's 
hor uy attended with ſuch good Suc- 
ceſs. . 55 
Criſpin was very uneaſie at not having 
heard any thing from his Emiſſary, all that 
nor the preceeding Day; Garay's pre- 
ſence was the occaſion of it; but ſo ſoon 
as he was departed for Madrid, the Amo- 
rous Rufina breathed with more Freedom, 
and Jaime had then an Opportunity of 
informing Criſpin by a Letter which he ſent 
by the Slave, how he had inſinuated him- 
felf into Rufina's Affection. Criſpin An- 
ſwered him by the ſame Conveyance, and 


at the ſame time ſent him a Purſe of a hun- 
| " dred 
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dred Piſtoles, to enable him to play with 


his Miſtreſs, and bribe the Servants into 


his Intereſt; which might come to be of 


—_ . | 
The Day that Garay ſet out for Madrid, 
Rufina was engaged in receiving a Viſit 
from-two of her Neighbours, which made 
her very uneaſie; for ſhe had much ra- 
sher have been with her Gallant. The 
Moment they were diſpatch'd, ſhe went 
to Don Faime's Chamber (for ſo we ſhall 
call him, while the Trick continues.) She 
found him diverting himſelf with a Lute, 
which the Slave had lent him ; for he was 
an excellent Muſician, and made very good 
Verſes ; a Gallantry common to the Na- 
tives of Valencia, who have a great Genius 


that way: and Faime was Maſter of thoſe 
two Qualifications in a great degree of 
Perfection. Rufina hearing him at a diſtance, 


ſtale ſoftly to his Chamber, raviſhed with 
the Sweet Harmony of his Lute, whoſe 


Strings he touched with wonderful Skill; 


and ſhe liſten'd unſeen for ſome time, 


finding he was going to ſing ſomewhat ;. 


which he did with admirable Grace, hav- 
ing made the Words himſelf, which were 
upon the ſubje& of his Love. This was 
throwing more Fuel upon the Fire which 
- burnt in Rufing's Breaſt, Indeed, he ſung 


very 
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very agreeably, and had an admirable- 
Voice: But eſpecially ſne obſerved that 
the Words he ſung were written by him- 
ſelf upon her, and upon the Accident 
which had happen'd to him. 

The Amorous Rufina, coming into the 
Room, How, ſaid ſhe, Seignior Don Jaime, 
have you ſtill more Graces concealed ? 1 
am extreamly glad, though not at all ſur- 
prized to find it; for I know there are 
excellent Voices that come from Valencia. 
Mine is a very bad one, anſwer'd he; and 
I ſung more for the ſake of the Words, | 
than to ſhew my Skill. I perceive, reply d 
ſhe, the Song is very new, I believe hardly 
two Days old. Tis true, ſaid Don Jaime, 
but that is not at all to be wondred at; 


for the Subject it was writ upon, has ſo. 


great a Power over me, that ſhe cou'd- 


„make me undertake even Impoſlibilities ;. 


fo far ſhe exceeds all the Rarities I ever 


admired, Do not turn Flatterer, ſaid 


ſhe; but though! am per ſuaded that what 
you fay is not Truth ; from you [ re- 
ceive it without the leaſt Anger: Yet I 
think you ought to uſe your Hoſt more 
ſincerely, but Men are uſed to ſay what 
they do not think; and though they are 
not at all touched with Love, they very 


well know how to feign it, You may be 
deceived: 
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deceived in this, Madam, ſaid he; and 1 
beg you wou'd believe me when l tell you 
that I think my ſelf extremely bleſt in 
having been engag'd in this Quarrel, ſince 
it has procured me the Honour of your 
Acquaintance, All the Requeſt I make 
you, is, that you wou'd be convinced 
of my Sincerity, and not doubt me when 

I ſay I love you above all things. | 
Don Jaime ſaid ſo many other things of 
the ſame nature, that Rufina reſolved to 
give him the greateſt Marks of her Paſſion; 
inſomuch that the Sharper deſiſted from 
the Enter prize he came upon, and began 
to love her in reality. She ſeriouſly believed 
that her Gueſt was truly what he had 
told her of himſelf, and what fix d her 
in this belief, was the liberty he took to 
ask Her, in his turn, what ſhe was. She 
was unwilling he ſhould think her inferior 
in Quality to himſelf ; and therefore in 
few Words told him ſhe was deſcended 
from the Illuſtriovs Counts of Meneſez of 
Portugal, though ſhe was Born in the Town 
of Badajos. Jaime knew ſhe paid him in 
his own Coyn, and that her end therein 
was to engage him to Marry her: This 
was directly contrary. to Criſpin's Inten- 
tion, who would not for the World have 

conſented to ſuch a Match. | | 
f Rufina 
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ERuſfina grew more and more enamoured 
ol her young Gueſt, and he on his part 
bent bis whole Study upon the means to 
encreaſe her Paſſion: So that both con- 
curring in the ſame Deſire, Rufina threw 
2 aſide all manner of Reſtraint, and Jaime 
obtained the laſt Favour. As ſhe was ex- 
* treamly troubled with the apprehenſion 
of Garay's Return, which ſhe knew would 
be ſpeedy, ſhe conſidered with her ſelf the 
Ties which bound her to continue faithful 
to him; that he was believed all over the 
City to be her Father; and that he wou'd be 
violently provoked to find ſhe had deſerted 
him in that manner. She at firſt thought 
of giving him a Sum of Money in private 
and to take her leave of him; but ſhe con- 
3 ſidered better of it, and then reſolved to 
quit Toledo before he came back, and to 
prevail with Don Jaime to carry her to his 
native Country of Valencia. She therefore 
intended to declare her ſelf to him in two 
or three Days, Garay not being to return 
in a Fortnight, as he told her before his 
Departure. . | 

While Rufina was taken up with theſe 

thoughts, fhe and her Gallant ſpent the 
time very Merrily ; and he being now in 
reality paſſionately in Love with her, re- 
ſolved to deſiſt entirely from his firſt In- 


tention, 
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-rention, let Criſpin take it how he would. 
*Twas in the long Nights of Winter; ſo 


that the two Lovers ſpent them. very a- 
greeably, intermixing their Careſſes with 


Amorous Diſcourſe and Songs. As Rufina 
had given him inſtances of her skill in 


the latter, they ſung together in Conſort, 


and marry'd their Voices to a Muſical In- 
ſtrument. One Night, after having Sung, 
and Diſcourſed of ſeveral things, Rufina 


deſired her Gallant to entertain her and 


her Maids with ſome thing that might 


divert them : And particularly, if he knew 


any Novel that might make the Night 
ſeem ſhort, ſhe beg'd he would tell it her. 
The Young, Spark, who was good at every 
thing, and had an excellent Wit, obey'd 


his Miſtreſs, to ſhew the other Perfecti- 


ons he was Maſter of, and ſaid to her: 
Though to one of your Qualifications, 
adorable Emerentiana, and my Dear Mi- 
ſtreſs, my Diſcourſe will ſeem Very com- 
mon; yet to ſhew you how punctual I will 


de in doing whatever yon command me, 


I will immediately. obey you excluſive of 
all other conſiderations, and ſince I do it 
without any previous: Study, you will the 


more readily excuſe the Fanlts I may com- 


mit: Therefore, having been told the 


following ſtory by a Cavalier of Penta 
an 


C2) | 
and. thinking it very agreeable, I will 
tell it you in the beſt manner I can. He 
pauſed a little, and then began as follows, 


In the great and famous City of Se- 


- ville, the Metropolis of Andaluzia, the Mo- 


ther of ſo many Noble Families, and ex- 


cCellent Wits, the Treaſury of all the 


Wealth which flows into Spain from the 


| Weſt-Indies, was Born Don Antonio de Men- 


doza, 4 very accompliſhed Cavalier, of 


the Illuſtrious Family of the Dukes of Al- 
cala, ſo highly eſteemed all over the King- 


dom, By their Death, from whom he. 
derived his being in this World, there 
fell to him an Eſtate of Four Thouſand 
Crowns Annual Rent, upon which he li- 
ved very Nobly at Seville, being the moſt 
remarkable Perſon at all publick Actions 
done about the City. He had at Madrid 
a Couſin-German who followed the Spaniſh 
Court, and was gone thither about ſome 
Affairs of great Importance, which he had 
brought to a happy Iſſue. | | 
Having lived there a while, he liked it, 
and the Converſation of the Cavaliers in- 
habiting it, ſo well, that he Exchanged 
the Place of his Birth, for that Illoſtri- 
ous City. He there became intimately 
acquainted with an old Cavalier, whoſe 
l | Name 
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Name was Don Alonzo de Caſtixa, a Perſon 
who had raiſed himſelf into a general E- 
ſteem, by the Excellent Endowments he 
had. Beſides which, he was honoured 
with the Illuſtrious Order of the Patron 
of Spain, with a Commandery of Two 
Thouſand Ducats of Annual Rent. 

This old Gentleman was a Widower, 
having but one only Daughter, to whom 
all his vaſt Eſtate was to fall at bis Death. 
Nature it ſeems had made it her parti- 
cular Concern to enrich this young Lady, 
with all the Graces and Perfections to be 
wiſhed in one of her Sex. Which occaſi- Þ 
oned the Envy of all the Ladies about the 
Court towards her, ſince ſhe had, in point 
of Beauty, the ſame Advantages over 
them, as the Sun has over all the reſt of 
the Planets. Her Father Don Alonzo, | 
wiſhed her well Married to his Mind, that“ 
is, to one equal to her, in Eſtate and Extra- 
ion. Don Martinio de Mendoza, (ſo was 


called Don Antonio's Couſin whom 1 ſpoke | 
of firſt) might have aſpired to the Ho- 
nour of making his Addreſſes to her, as 
well upon Account of the Houſe, from 
which he was deſcended, as the Familiar |. 
Acquaintance there was between him and 
ker Father Don Alonzo. 


But 
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But being a younger Brother, he thought 


kimſelf too low, in point of Eſtate, to 
pretend to ſo advantageous a Match. Hows 


ö ever, he thought fit to make ſome Pro- 


poſals to the old Gentleman, on the be- 


half of his Couſin Don Antonio, who lived 
at Seville, whom he highly recommended 


to him for his Excellent Qralities, and 


the greatneſs of his Eſtate ; for he was 


the only Son of a Noble "Houſe. Don 


that Perſons ſpeaking for their own Re- 
lations, are commonly very partial, and 
think it no mortal Sin to exceed the Truth. 
So that Don Alenzo, immediately writ to 


12 particular Friend at Seville, earneſtly 
deſiring him to give him an Account of 


the Perſon and? Eſtate, of Don Antonio de 


| Mendoza; inaſmuch as it highly concerned 


the Honour of his Houſe, to meet with 


a Cavalier worthy his Alliance, to be 


Husband to bis only Daughter, Donna Ca- 
tharina. 


was not long ere he received an An- 


ſwer, wherein his Friend confirmed all 


that Don Martinio nad ſaid of his Kinſman, 
Vith ſomewhat more; proteſting in the 


Concluſion, 2 he was ſo far from be- 


, Alonzo took it very kindly from him, but 
| thought it withal Prudence, to make fur- 
ther enquiry into the Buſineſs ; knowing 


— 


P ing 
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ing partial or inſincere, in the Account he 
zhad fent him, that he rather told leſs 
«than Truth. He thereupon went to Don 
Martinio, and told him, that he might 
write to his Couſin, and aſſured him he 
ſhould be very welcome, if he had any 
Inclinations for his Daughter. He made 
him Anſwer, that he wonld, and Don A. 
.Jonzo, as a further Obligation, would have 
his Daugbter's Picture ſear him, that he 
might therein find ſome of the rare Qua- 
lities that were in her ; permitting bis 
. Couſin, to be preſent at the taking of it, 
that he might aſſure Don Antonio, the N 
Painter had not flattered her, and that 
the Copy was below the Or iginal. 3 
Don Martino failed not to write to his“ 
Couſin, to whom he alſo ſent the Picture, 
.celebrating the Vertues of that amiable 
Perſon, which the Painter could not re- 
preſent, as he had done the Lineaments Þ* 
of her beavtiful Countenance, His Covfin Þ 
Don Antonio was extremely ſatisfied there- 
with, and referred to him to make ſome Þ 
.Overtures in the Treaty of Marriage, till“ 
he came thither himſelf; for the further ; 
Proſecution whereof, he ſeat him a full! 
Pow er. b 
In the mean time, Don Antonio was pre- 1 
paring for his Journey to Madrid, to wait 
on 
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on his Miſtreſs, who having received his 
picture, was as much taken with it, as he 
had been with hers ; leaving his Retinue 
at Seville, till a rich Livery, then ma- 
king, was finiſhed, He began his Jour- 
ney, having only one Perſon to wait on 
him, and a Groom to look to their Mules, 
who followed them at a little diſtance. 
Don Antonio carried always about him bis 
Miſtreſs's Picture incloſed in the ſame 
Letter, wherein his Couſin had ſent it 


him. Being come within half a Days 


Journey of Toledo he ſent away the Groom, 


to provide Lodgings for them in the City. 


Je had entertained ar a Dinner ſome of 


the Inhabitants of Orgaz, which was the 


Place where they had baited, The Cloth 
being taken away, they fell to Cards : He 


loſt his Money, and was vexed, which 


occaſioned their playing on *till ne had 
r:covered his Loſſes; and by that time It 
was grown later thin he conid have wiſh- 
ed. Being horſed, he and his Man put 
forward, but e're they had rode a League, 
Night ſurprized them, fo that they made 
a ſhift to loſe their way, and got in a- 


mong certain Olive Trees, about half a 


League ſhort of Toledo. Not knowing 


Where they were, and fearing to go too 
far out of their way, they thovghr ic their 
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"beſt Courſe to alight, and reſt themſelves 


under one of the Olive Trees, *till it 
were Day. They accommodated themſelves 
the beſt they could, and Wearineſs ſoon 


laid them aſleep ; but they little dreamed 


of the Misfortune which was to happen 


to them. Being in their firſt Sleep, (which 
is commonly the ſoundeſt) four Men came 
to the place, very ſoftly, for the Noiſe 
of their Mules brought them thither; 


and theſe were of a Profeſſion, which for 


the moſt part finds thoſe that are of it 


more Work by Night than by Day. They 


had been upon a Deſign which had not 


taken, and ſo they were returning very 


diſconſolate with empty Pockets to To- 


edo. 

Coming up to them, and ending them 
bot h aſleep, they tied their Bands behind 
them, and took away all they had, bur 
their Waſtcoats and Drawers; and to get 
off with more ſpeed and ſafety, they made 
uſe of their Mules. Don Antonio, being 


thus baſely ſur prized, was exaſperated at 


the Misfortune; but his Man told him 
that it had happened to them through 
his Fault, becauſe he had not given over 
Playing ſooner. They diſcourſed of it, 


till the Birds gave them Notice of the 
Adee of Aurora. Soon after hearing 


the 
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the Noiſe of ſome Cattel not far from 
them, they called to him that looked af- 
ter them, very much bemoaning the Con- 
dition they were in. They asked him, 
how far it was to Toledo, and he told them 
it was not quite half a League, but if 
they would go along with him to a Coun- 


try-Houſe hard by, he would gladly ſhew 


them the way, and that he doubted not,. 
but rhe Lady, who lived in it, would re- 
lieve them in that Extremity. 

They took his Advice, and he brought 
them toa very fair Houſe. Having knocked 
at the Gate it was immediately opened by 
an old Man, who was Steward to the La- 
dy, and had the over-ſight of the Shep- 
herds, and the Profits ariſing from the 
Sheep. The Shepherd who brovght them 
thither, went in to the Lady, and ina few 
Words gave her an Account of the M.\- 
fortune that happened to thoſe Strangers, 
and the Condition he had found them in. 
Whereupon ſhe ordered them to be 
brought up to her Chamber. Don Anto- 


nio preſented himſelf to her, very much 


out of Countenance to ſee himſelf almoſt 
Naked; having upon him only an old 
Coat, which the Shepherd had lent him. 
He told her that his Journey was for 
Madrid, about a Law-Suirt of great Im- 

3 portance 
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portance, not diſcovering who he was, 
but only that he was a Gentleman of Se 
ville, named Don Torpino de Hezzo, The 
Lady, whoſe Name was Donna Olivia, was 
much troubled to ſee him in that deplo- 
rable Condition. There were in the Houſe 
two Cheſts full of Cloaths, which had been 
a Brother's of hers, who Died not long 
before. She ordered two Svits to be 
brought out, which they put on, that 
which Don Antonio had, proving ſo fit, that 
the Lady was much taken with his Per- 
ſon, and had her Eyes always faſtened on 
him. She invited Don Antonio to Dine 
with her, which he did, taking occaſion 
ever and anon, to make extraordinary 
Acknowledgments of the Favours he had 
received from her. 

They continued two Days in that 
Country- Houſe, e're the Lady made any 
diſcovery of the Affections ſhe had for 
Don Antonio; fave only what ſhe did with 
her Eyes, which were the lent Inter pre- 
ters of the Trouble ſhe was in. Don An- 
tonio was not inſenſible of it, and had ſome 
Diſcourſe concerning it with his Man; 
yet had he not the Confidence to tell him 
what he really thought of it, being (as 
he was) upon the Point of diſpoſ ng him- 
ſelf otherwiſe. The Servant adviſed him 
N nor. 
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not to let dip fo fair an Opportunity, 
and told him he ſhonld not be fo hard- 


hearted, towards a Lady of ſo great 
Worth, and one that had fo highly ob- 
liged them, The Solitude of the Place, 
the Beauty of the Lady, and the ſilent 
Diſcoveries ſhe made him by her Geſtures 
obliged Don Antonio to anſwer her Aﬀe- 


ction. He entred into ſome Love Diſ- 
| courſes with her; but though ſhe was 
really in Love with him, yet would ſhe”. 
not grant him any particular Favour, un- 
leſs he firſt aſſured her ſhe ſhould be his 


Wife, and that ſhe had a Promiſe of it un- 
der-his Hand. 
Don Antonio, on the other fide, bad ſo 
great a Kindneſs for her, that he had in 
4 manner forgot the Miſtreſs, whoſe Pi- 
cture he had carried about him, and ad- 
viſing with his Servant, (who was a dan- 


gerous Confident, and a ſubtil Fellow) 


what he ſhould do; he told him very 
roundly, that he ought not to let flip fo 
ſweet and favourable an Opportunity; 
that he might eaſily have the Enjoyment 
of her, and withal give her the Promiſe 
of Marriage ſhe deſired, provided he put 
not into it his own Name, but filled it 
with the Suppoſitious Name he had aſ- 
ſumed ; fince ſhe knew neither his Coun» 
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try nor Extraction. Don Antonio follow. 
ed his Ad vice, and thereupon had his De. 
ſires of Donna Olivia, who having made 
the Blot, could do no leſs than give him 
leave to enter. He continued there four 
Days, at the end whereof, acquainting 
the Lady that his. Buſineſs at Madrid was 
of ſuch Importance as required his per- 
ſonal Attendance there, ſhe conſented to 


his Departure, on Condition he would 


return again as ſoon as he could; which 
he with Oaths, promiſed to do. 


| The next Morning betimes, he depart- 
ed, leaving the Lady o'er-whelm'd with 


Tears: He was ſomewhat troubled, or 
at leaſt pretended it, The Lady having 
furniſhed him, with all things neceſſary, 
he put forward; but ere he had gone 
far, he received ſome part of the Cha- 
ſtiſement which he deſerved for his Per- 
fidiouſneſs ; for the Mule he was mounted 
on, being apt to ſtart, gave him a fall, 
whereby he ſo ſprained one Foot, that he 
was forced to make ſome ſtay at 1leſcas, 
a Place half way between Toledo and Ma- 


dirid, and to ſend for Surgeons to ſet all 


things right again. | : 

Leaving him there confined to his Cham- 
ber for ſome Days; let us return to Donna 
Olivia, who very much bewailed the Ab- 


ſence 
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cellent a Wife, 
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ſence of her Gallant, the very thought 61 
| whom, cauſed her no ſmall Affliction. A 


Servant of hers who had made the Bed - 


where he lay, found under the Bolſter, a 
picture of the Lady whom Don Antonio 
was to be Married to, folded up in a 

Letter which his Couſin had writ to him 
| from Madrid, which ſhe delivered to her 


Miſtreſs, who opening the Paper, ſaw the 


Picture, whereat ſhe was much diſquieted 


but ſhe was much more aſtoniſhed, when . 


| ſhe caſt her Eye on the enſuing Letter, : 


which contained theſe Words: 


Deareſt Couſin, 
"OU will receive herein incloſed the Pi- 


Cure of the. Lady Donna Catharina 


de Caſtiza, which is very exatly taken from 


the Original; 
ber Beauty will oblige you to haſten your Tour- 


1 doubt not hut the Charms of © 


ney, Her Father, Don Alonzo de Caſtiza, . 
expect: you with great. Impatience, In the - 


mean time, the Contra of Marriage is 4 


drawing up, and will be ready, before you be - 
Aſſure your ſelf you will be 


J am, 
* our AﬀedTionate Couſin, 


Don Mart inio de Mendoza. 
'FY Donna 
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Donna Olivia had ſcarcely come to the 
Period of this Letter, but through the 
Trouble ſhe received at the reading of it, 
| ſhe fell into a Swoon, and continued there- 
ig above half an Hour, in the Arms of 
her Maid. At laſt ſhe came to her ſelf, 
burſting into Sighs and Tears. She railed 
at the Sevillian Impoſtor, but much more 
at her own Simplicity, that ſhe had fo 
lightly proſtituted her Honour to an nn- 
known Perſon, whom ſo ſtrange an Ad- 
venture had brought to her Houſe, She. 
ſpent that whole Day in weeping and be-. 
moaning her Misfortune: But conſidering 
withal, what hazard her Reputation was 
in; ſhe- reſolved it ſhould not be ſaid of 
her, that ſhe had been ſo baſely affronted 
by any Man. Whereupon, with the light 
ſhe received from the Letter, of the Oc- 
caſion of his Journey, and the Perſon to 
whom he was to be Married, ſhe put 
things in O:der.for her Removal to Ma. 
_ arid; which ſhe might better do than any 
* other, in regard ſhe had not any Kinſman 
near enough to “hom ſhe might commu— 
nicate her Intention. She communicated 
her Deſign to Dilario, an old Servant of 
hers, who had brought her up from the 
Cradle, and was very glad to wait on her, 
Upon this Reſolution, ſhe canſed two 
| Waggons 


Waggons to be loaden with all things ne- 
ceſſary to furniſh a Houſe fit to receive a 


Perſon of Quality, and took her way to- 


wards Madrid. Being come thither, ſhe 
commanded her Servant Dilario, to enquire 
whereabouts lived Don Alonzo de Caſtizay .. 
and whether the young Cavalier, whom 
he intended to make his Son- in Law, were 
come from Seville, She underſtood by 
him, that he was not yet come, but that 
they expected him, which much troubled 
the Lady, who knew nothing of the Ac» - 
cident that had happened to him near 
Hleſcas, | 
The firſt thing this affronted Lady did, : 
35 to take a Houſe for her ſelf near that 
Don Alonzo de Caſtiza, and ordered Di- 


* o to hive init as Maſter thereof: That 
d 


e, (he ſent him to Don Alonzo's, to 


enquire whether he wanted a waiting Gen- 
tle woman, for ſhe would diſguiſe her ſelf, 
that ſhe might not be iowa by Don An. 


tenio. The Buiineſs had the effect ſhe de- 
ſired, for Donna Catharina was then _ | 


quiring for a Widow to wait on her; 


Cuſtom much practiſed in Spain, whe 
Ladies of Qnality have feveral of them, 
who being Widows they call Duenna' s. 
When this was propoſed by Dilario, who 


went under the Name of Father to his 
Miſtreſs, 
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Miſtreſs, Donna Catharina not only recei- 
ved her into her Service; but her Father 
Dilario, was entertained into Don Alonzo's. 
Dllario gave his Miſtreſs an Account of his 
Negotiation, whereat ſhe was extremely. 
ſatisfied: So that having put her ſelf in- 
to the Habit of a Duenna, ſhe went the 
next Day to-preſent her ſelf to Donna Ca- 
tharina, conducted by her pretended Fa- 
ther, Dilario. They were both very kind- 
ly entertained by Don Alonzo de Caſtixa, 
and his Daughter. Donna Olivia wiſhed 
ſhe. had. not been. ſo handſome, that the 
Suitor ſhe expected might be the leſs ta- 
ken with her; however, ſhe-couragiovſly 
reſolved: to proſecute the Impoſture ſae 
was engaged in. Donna Catharina asked 
Dilario what Country-Man he was? He 
told her that he was Born at a place cal- 
led. Utrera, near Seville; that his Name 
was Jacob de Grenatus (by which we ſhall 
henceforth call him) that his Daughter 
bad been Married to. a Merchant of that 
City, who died as he was going for the. 
Meſt-Indies; leaving ſo great Debts be- 
hind -him, that all his Eſtate went to ſatis. 
fy his Creditors. 
Don Alonzo hearing that Grenatus was 
of Andaluxia, asked him, whether he had 
8 any time at Seville? He told him 


that 
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I. that he had often been in that City, but 
er that his Daughter had lived there. Den 
. Alonzo would not at that time enquire any 
is farther, nor enter into any Diſcourſe with 
ly. him concerning Don Antonio de Mendoza. 
n- Donna Olivia was entertained as Duenna to 
he Donna Catharina, who took ſuch an Affe- 
4 Qion to ber, that ſhe truſted her with all 
a- her Keys, to the great Diſcontent of her 
d- other Servants, who had lived with her 
a, many Years. Grenatus told them that he 
ed had a Houſe of his own, not far from 
he Don Alon xo's, and a Wife (for Flora an 
ta · ancient Maid of Donna Olivia was to Act 
fly that part) whereupon he had ao Lodgings 
ne aſſigned bim in Don Alenzo's. 
ed. It is now time we return to Don Anto» 
He nio de Mendoza, who being recovered of 
al- his Fall, came to Maarid, and lighted at 
me the Houſe of his Couſin Martinio, who 
all was much troubled that he bad not been 
ter i there ſooner, He told him the Cauſe of 
hat it, and gave him a particular Account of all 
the that had paſſed in Donna Oltvia's Country- 
be- Houſe, even to the Promiſe he had made 
1 her, under a feigned Name. Don Marti- 
| nio asked him, what Quality the Lady was 
vas of? Whereto he anſwer ed, that her Name 
Jad was Donna Olivia de Priola, and that ſhe 
im was "= one of the moſt. Noble Families of 


a L. 4 | Toledo. >. 
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Toledo. Don Martinio was very much diſ- 


fatisfied with his Procedure, reprehend- 
ing him with the unworthy Action he had 
committed in abuſing and diſhonouring 
that Lady, and that it was to be feared, 
ſhe might hear of his coming to Madrid, 
in order to a Marriage to another, and find 
means to be revenged for that Aﬀeont. 

They afterwards feil into Diſcourſe con- 
cerning Donna Catharina, and Don Antonio 
told him, he extremely fanſied the Pi- 
Qure he had ſeen of her, but that with 
the other things he had-been robhed of, 
he had loſt it: Though he knew well e- 
nough, he had left it under the Beds-head 


at Donna Olivia's, which troubled him not 


alittle ; however he diſſembled it. Don 
AMartinio told Don Antonio, that it were 
requiſite he put himſelf into other Appa- 
rel, before he waited on his Miſtreſs, and 
that he mut keep within Doors till it 
was ready, Within two Days a very 
fair Riding Suit was brought him, where- 
in, pretending he was but newly come to 
Town, he goes to the Houſe of Don Alon- 
20 de Caſtiza, dy whom he was received 
with great Demonſtrations of Kindneſs, 
Notice was immediately carried up to 
Donna Catharina, that the Perſon deſigned 

to be her Hasband was coming up to her 
| 11 Chamber, 
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dreſſing her. Don Antonio coming in, (con- 


ducted by Don Alonzo and Don Martinio) ö 


was infinitely ſatisfied at the Sight of his 


Miſtreſs, whom he very civilly and diſ- 
creetly Saluted; for he was a Perſon of an 


Excellent Wit, and a confident Carriage 


and Demeanour. He found by the Origi- 
nal of Donna Cat barina, that the Painter 
bad done his Work very faithfully; a 
Vertue not much practiſed by Painters, e- 
ſpecially upon ſuch Occaſions as that was. 
He was raviſhed to ſee fo great a Beauty, 


and ſhe on the other ſide Was well fatisfz 


cd with the handſome Perſonage of Don - 


Antonio. 


There were yet ſome things to be done 
in order to the abſolute Concluſion of the 


Marriage, at which there was a Neceſſity 


of Don Antonio's Preſence Whereupon he, 
Don Alonzo and Don MAartinio, withdrew. 
into another Room, where they locked 


themſelves in with a Notary, and ſome 


Friends, who were to be Wicnelles at the - 
Articles of the A greement. | 
Donna Catharina continued all that time | 
in her Chamber, with her Servants talk- 


ing of Don Antonio, her Husband to be; 


every one Congratulating her good For- 


tune, 


— 
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Chamber, where ſhe was with her Maids: | 
about her, who had juſt made an end of 


£ — 2 


* : _ JJ 
tune, ſave only Donna Olivia, who ſaying 
nothing at all, her Miſtreſs obſerved it; 


and being all alone with her, Donna Arti- 


miſa, (ſaid ſhe to her, for that was the 
Name ſhe had aſſumed) whence comes it, 
that while all the reſt Celebrate the Happineſs 
of my Choice, you only are Silent? Methinbt 
you might have contributed ſomewhat to the 
Publick, Congratulation, though you bad done 


ſome Reaſon for it, Donna Olivia had don 
it purpoſely, in Proſecution of her De: 


ſign, and this Queſtion came as ſeaſonably 


as ſhe could have wiſhed it, ſo that ſhe 


made her this Anſwer, As to the Perſon 
of Don Antonio, Madam, there is not any 


thing to be ſaid againſt it, nay, he is ſo Ac- 


compliſbed that there is not any thing to be 
wiſhed in him which be is not already poſſeſ- 
ſed of. My Silence proceeds hence, that I 


had 4 particular Knowledge of him at Seville; 


for I lived in a Quarter of the City; which be 


much frequented, I neither will, nor ought 
to conceal from you the Occaſzon of his ſo often 
coming thitber : For it is my Duty to be faith- 
ful to you, as having no other Deſign than to 
ſer ve you, and endeavour our quiet, ſo as 


that you may not live,in a perpetual Diſ en- 


joy ment of your ſelf all the reſt of your Days. 
Know then, Madam, that if- you Match your 
Jef 


it only out of Complai ſance; I pray give mne 
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felf with Don Antonio, you will be brought to 
a kind of civil Death, inſtead of receining the 
Satisfaction of Medlock. Donna Catharina 
was much aſtoniſhed at this Diſcourſe, and 
preſſed her Duenna, to diſcover to her 
more clearly, what ſne had but too great 
a Deſire to tell her: Whereupon intreat- 
ing her to retire into a more ſecret place, 
where they might not be obſerved by her 
other Women, Donna Olivia gave her this 
malicious Account, of the perfidious Den 
Antonio, | T ; 

IT ſhould: not live with the Reſpect and Da- 
ty I owe you, as my Miſtreſs, nor according 
to the Affection I bear you, if 1 expreſſed not 
my ſelf clearly to you in a Buſineſs wherein 
you are ſo bighly concerned, and on which de- 
pends your greateſt Felicity in this World - 


| Know then, Madam, that Don Antonio fell 


in Love with a Lady at Seville, one very 
bandſome and well deſcended, in a word, want- 
ing nothing but a Fortune ſuitable to her Qua- 
lity : He Courted ber ſo earneſtly, that ſhe, 
finding. ber ſelf obliged by ſo great Demon- 
ſtrations of Affection, Letters, and continual 
Embaſſies, attended with Preſents, from Don 
Antonio, ſatisfied his deſires, upon a Promiſe 
that he would make her bis.Wife, whereof thers 
are many Witneſſes But the Buſineſs was. to 


be kept ſecret for a time ; for Don Antonio's 


Fatber 
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Fatber was then alive, who, having received 
ſome Intelligence of that Love, endeavoured 


all he could to prevent Don Antonio's Aar. 
riage with Donna Marceilina de L oprezza; 


(/ was the Lady called) the Continuance of 
bis Viſits to her, produced little Proofs, which 
were two Sons and 4 Daughter, who were at 


that time with the Mother. When Don An- 


tonio's Father was removed out of the way, 


(which happened not long after) Donna Mar- 


cellina expected he ſhould make good his Pro- 
miſe, and Marry her; but he, for ſome time, 
game not ſo much as fo ſee ber What Incon- 
weniences ſhe was put to from the time of their 
Acquaintance the knows to ber Sorrow, and I 
am not Ignorant thereof; for I lived near ber, 
and went often to her Houſe. 

Being now convinced that be intended to 


leave her in the Lurch, ſhe diſcovered the Bu- 


ſineſs to two Couſin· Germans of bers, who were 
fo enraged thereat, that they immediately re- 
ſolved to oblige Don Antonio, by force, to 

perform the Promiſe he had made to their 
Rinſmoman. Don Antonio went to à certain 
Farm he had, not far from Seville, to avoid 
bis Adverſaries, who, knowing he went out of 
the way pur poſely becauſe he would not ſatisfy 


their Couſin, reſolved to be the Death of bim: 
Things were in this Poſture when my Father 


3 me to Madrid, where J bave been 4. 


| bout 
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bout this ſix Weeks : This is the Account I 
can give you of Don Antonio, who muſt not 
think bimſelf ſecure in this Court For the 
Lady's Kinſmen, whom 1 know to be Gallant 
and (tout Perſons, as ſoon as they hear of his 
being here, will be ſure to attend his Motions, 
and Revenge the Affront done to their Couſin ;, 


nay, it will be eaſter for them to do it here than 


at Seville. 

Donna Catharina heard very attentively 
the Story told her by the Duenna, and was 
extremely troubled, to find Don Antonio 
ſo far engaged with another. She asked 
her a thouſand Queſtions, aud among o- 
thers, whether he was much in Love with 
that Miſtreſs, whether that Donna Marcel. 
lina was very handſome ? Oc. Whereto 
ſhe made ſuch Anſwers as were ſuitable 
to her Deſign, which was to put Don An- 
tonio clearly ovt of her Favour. Donna 
Catharina reſolved to give her Father an 
Account ef all, and leave it to him to in- 
form himſelf more fully of the Buſineſs. 
the immediately went to the Room where 
he was, to ſpeak to him; for all things 
were concluded as to the Marriage. 

In the mean time Donna Olivia was left 
in the Outer Room, where the Women 
and Duennas are wont to wait: There 
came in to them a Servant of Don Antonios, 
. whom 


4 
mage - * 
2 r 2 


+, 
It 

| 
4 [5 

: 4 
* 

| | 
. 
of 
* i 
1% 

. 5 
* | 
'J 
1 
* 
„* 

" 
if it 
K i 
Sh 
. 
Hy 
2 } 
43 # 
14 
| 
»} Ih 
U 


: © 


has (332) 1 
whom he had ſent to the Poſt for Letter; 


from Seville; enquiring for his Maſter to 
give him the Pacquet, Don Olivia told 


him, that he was within, but that as ſoon 


as he came out, ſhe would deliver it to 
him. Having opened the Pacquet, ſhe put 
into it a Letter which ſhe immediately 
Writ, and Sealing it up again, came where 
her Miſtreſs was: She asked her whi- 
ther ſhe was going with thoſe Letters? 
The other anſwered without the leaſt diſ- 
covery of any Malice, that they were di- 
refed to Seignior Don Antonio, and had been 
brought thither a little before, by. one of 
his Servants: from the Seville Poſt. Cu- 
rioſity was an Ingredient of the firſt Wo- 
man, and it is very fruitfully ſpread thro? 
the whole Sex. Donna Catbarina ſtiewed 
her ſelf not free from it on this Occaſion, 
and ſhe was the more excuſable; conſide- 
ring the Story that had been told her by 
the ſubtil D#enna : So that ſhe was tempted 
to open the Pacquet, wherein finding one 
Letter Written with a Woman's Hand, 
(which was that, Written by Donna Oli- 
dia) ſhe could do no leſs than open it, 
and directing her Eye down to the bot- 
tom of it found it ſubſcribed by one Donna 
Marcellina de Loprezza : She read it, and 
was confirmed in what before ſhe not ful- 
Iy Credited: The 


( 333) 
The Letter. 
My Deareſt, 


FT OUR Abſence and my Indiſpoſttion 
have reduced me to ſuch an Extremity, 


that J cannot imagine I haue any long time 
to lie; it being impoſſible 1 ſhould bold out, 
after the News 1 have beard of your Reſoluti- 
on to be Married at Madrid; which cannot 
eaſily be done, without a tranſcendent Baſe- 
meſs by a Perſon ſo nearly engaged to me as 
you are. You know that you cannot beſtow on 
another what is ſo Lawfully due to me; eſpe- 
cially if you make the leaſt Reflection on the 
precious Pledges there are between us thereof. 
1 bave no other Advice to give you, as things 
nom ſtand, but that, if you are at ſuch a loſs 
of all Shame and Conſcience ; there is a Dei- 
ty, who ſees our moſt ſecret Thoughts, and 
paſſes a juſt Judgment on them ;, and that I 
bave many Noble Friends who meaſuring the 
ſmall Account you make of them by your 
ſlighting of me, will not fail to Revenge the 
Affront done to us all, 1 hope we ſhall not be 
jorced to thoſe Extremities conſidering bow 
bighly you are obliged to do things ſuitable to 


| the Nobleneſs of your Birth, and to acknow- 


ledge, 
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Jedge, as you 10 ber whom, while we both 
Live, you muſt look on, as 


Your Lawfull Wife, 
Donna Marcellina de Loprezza, 


This Letter fully ſatisfied Donna Ca. 
tharina, that all ſhe had heard from the 
malicious Duenna was true. Her Father 
coming into the Room as ſhe had done 
reading, it, ſhe acquainted him with all that 
concerned Don Antonio, ſhewing him the 
Letter from Donna Marcellina : : He was ex- 


tremely aſtoniſhed, to find that a Cavalier 


of ſo Nohle a Family, had abuſed a Lady 
of ſuch Quality, and that having Children 
by her, he ould be fo Impudent, as to 
make his Addreſſes to his Daughter: He 
forbcre reproaching him therewith, till 
he had better informed himſelf from a 
Friend of his of Seville, then at Madrid, 
whom he immediately went to look for. 
Don Alonzo was hardly got out of Doors, 
but Don Antonio and his Man came in, for 
his Man having told him that he had deli- 


vered the Pacquet to one of Donna Catha- 


rina's Women, he was come to receive it 
from her; ſince it was not brought to 


His Coulin' 5, whither all his Letters were 


directed. 
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directed. It was his Fortune to meet with 


Donna Catharina in the Outer Room, where 
her Father had left her. I ould not have 


returned ſo ſoon, my deareſt Lady, (ſaid he 


to her) had not ſomemhat extraordinary ob- 
liged me thereto; it is to receive fome Letters, 
which my Man tells me he delivered to one of 
your Women. She thought (ſays Donna Cas 
tharina) that you had been ſtill with my Fa- 
ther 1 caſually meeting ber as ſhe was coming 
into the Room, asked her what ſhe came for; 
ſhe anſwering, it was ts deliver you the Pac- 
guet, I took it from ber and (preſuming that 
a Cavalier of yowr Age and Complexion could 
not have lived to this time in Seville, and not 
have an Inclination fur ſome Lady) a certain 
Conjunction of Curioſity and Jealouſy per ſwa- 
ded me to open it. That Curioſity has done 
me a Courteſie, and bas ſatisfied me in ſome 
things which before I only ſiſpected And 
therefore I forbear deſiring your Excuſe, ſince 
I haue received ſo good an Information, be- 
fore I was any further engaged with you ; for 
had it come too late, I bad been ruined > 
Here's a Litter from a Perſon you ſhould be 
well acquainted with : This would have been 
enough to undeccive me, but it only confirms 
a Relation I had received before; upon which 
Twas almoſt. reſolved to put ſuch a Check to 
your Pretenſions to me, as that you ſhould _ 
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but little Encouragement to continue them. 


Farewell, my Preſence will but trouble you, 
this Letter will acquaint you with what you are 


not Ignorant of. 


Don Antonio receiving the Letter out of 
her Hand, was not a little ſurprized, not 
imagining what might have happened to 
him, He read it, and preſently inferred, 
That it was a Trick put upon him by 
ſome envious Perſon, who was deſirous to 
obſtrutt his Happineſs, Meeting with Don- 
na Olivia, (whom, as we ſaid before, he 
knew not in her Widow's Habit) 4b Ma- 
dam! (ſaid he to her) What Forgeries are 


theſe? I a Miſtreſs at Seville, and of this 


Name ? I Children by ber, and that upon a 
Promiſe of Marriage ? If it be not the grea- 
teſt Untruth that ever Humane Malice in- 
vented, let me never look Man in the Face 
again. For wy part, (replies the ſubtil 
Duenna) I. find my ſelf inclined to believe, 
what you ſay may be true; but your main 
Concernment is to bring my Lady to that Per- 
ſwaſion. 1 know her to be of ſuch an Humour 
as not eaſily to quit a Reſentment, which ſhe 
entertains upon juſk Grounds ; and 1 much 
Queſtion, whether ſhe will admit your Addreſ- 
ſes any further, for I know ſhe bas acquainted 
ber Father with all, and be is gone to a Gen- 
tleman of Seville, an intimate Friend of his, 


who 


principal Verb, which J have occaſion for 
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be en abſolute Impoſture, and that there is not 
any Lady in Seville, that goes under the Name 
of Donna Marcellina de Loprezza, 

But ] be ſcech you tell me, Madam, whether 
your Intimacy be very great with the Lady 
Donna Catharina. So great (replied ſhe) 
that I am the only Perſon in her Favour, and 
to whom ſhe is pleaſed to communicate her 
Thoughts. If it be fo, (ſays Don Antonio) 
it's poſſible you may procure me the Favour 
from her, that I may vindicate my ſelf. 1 
much Queſtion, whether ſhe will ever ſpeak to 
you again, (ſaid ſhe) for ſhe is extremely in- 
cenſed againſt you, ard when once angry, i 
juſtly, ſhe is the hardeſt to be appeaſed that ever 
I knew : But, (ſaid he) if you are ſo much 
in her Favour, you may prevail ſomewhat with 
ber, by repreſenting to her the extraordinary 


Affection I haue for her. It is in my Power, 


(laid ſhe) to do with her what you deſire; but 
what will you give me if I can procure you a 
favourable Audience from her? Any thing 
you can deſire, (ſaid he to her) if you mind 
only matter of Advantage. You ſee I am ve- 
ry Young, (ſaid ſhe) and conſequently may 
hope to be Married again, Money is the only 


who is now in this City. I am very glad f 
it, (fays Don Antonio) for be will find it to 
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F 1 anſwer your Expectation, may I rely on 


your Liberality for my Reward, That you may 
know how earneſtly I deſire it, (ſays he) do 
what I require, and I will makg your Fortune 
heavier by Five Hundred Crowns than it 6, 
J. moſt bumbly thank you, (replies ſhe) but J 


-nuſt tell you, Sir, that I have been ſo delu. 
ded by tbe Verbal Promiſes ſometimes made me 
by a Perſon of your Quality; that I have Rea- 
Jon to miſtruſt whatever is promiſed, if I have 
it not in Writing You will be pleaſed to Ex- 
-euſe me, Sir, if my Fear to be deceived as I 
bave been, force me to theſe Precautions, and + 


to aſſure your ſelf, that thoſe ſatisfied, 1 will 


endeavour to ſerye you to the utmoſt of my 


Power, To give you abſolute Satisfattion, as 
ro that Point, Madam, (laid he) help me to 
Pen, Ink, and Paper, and you ſhall have what 


Security you deſire your ſelf. 88 
Donna Olivia would ſee the Iſſue of it, 
and ſo brought him what he deſired. Don 
Antonio kept his Word with her; nay, ei- 


ther out of Ignorance, of the Form of ſuch 


Obligations, or to make a greater Expreſ- 


ſion of his Earneſtneſs that the fnould aſſiſt 


him, he proved ſo Liberal, as to give her 
a Blank Signed and Sealed, not mention- 


ing the Sum whereto he obliged himſelf ; 


telling her he had not ſpecified it, out of, 
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4 Deſign to requite her bevond his Pro- 

miſes, proportionably to the Service ſhe 
ſhould do him, in the Recovery of his 
Miſtreſs's Favour. She ſaw this happened 
according to her Wiſhes, ſo that acknow= 
ledging the Favour Don Antonio had done 
her, ſhe promiſed him her utmoſt Endea- 
vours to deſerve it, by recovering him 


into the Favour of his Miſtreſs. The A- 


morons Cavalier believed her, and took 


his leave. 


Dilario coming in ſoon after, Olivia gave 


him an Account of what Progreſs ſhe had' 
made, and putting into his Hands the Blank 
signed by Don Antonio, bid him write a- 


bove his Name, a formal Promiſe of Mar- 


rizge, dating it about the Time of his be- 


ing at her Country-Houſe near Toledo, 


with two Witneſſes : Which D#ario did 
imitating as near as he could Don Antonio 8 
Hand. 


- That Day, Don Alinas failed to meet 


the Gentleman of Seville, and put off the 
Viſit he intended him till the next. In 
the mean time, Donna Olivia underſtood 
from Donna Catharina, that ne was reſol- 
ved to lead Apes in Hell, rather than have 
Don Antonio to her Hosband, having alrea- 
ay tr uſted her Duenna with ſome of her 
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Secrets, ſhe thought ſhe might make an 
abſolute Diſcovery of her (elf to her, and 
thereupon told her, how that before her 


Father had treated of a Marriage between 


her and Don Antonio, ſhe had been Courted 
hy a Perſon of Honour, named Don Vale- 
rio de Merdea, that, ſhe had ſome Inclina- 
tion towards him; and that the Perſwa- 


fjons of her Father, had prevailed with her 


to entertain the Applications of Don An. 


tonio; but having diſcovered his Unwor- 
thineſs, ſhe was reſolved to Re-addreſs 
her Affection to Dou Valerio. 

Donna Olivia was almoſt out of her ſelf 
for Joy to hear that News, for it put her 
into a Confidence, that her Deſign would 
take; and the more to promote it, ſhe 
diſpoſed Donna Catharina as much as lay 
in her Power to Favour Don Valerio. He 
muſt needs be diſpleaſed with me, (ſays ſhe to 
her) yet 1 doubt not but a Letter from me 


will Re-ingage him to be my humble Servant. 


The crafty Duenna, proffered to be the 
Bearer of it, on Condition ſhe might do 
it by Coach. Donna Catharina was very 
glad to find her Woman ſo ready to ſerve 
her, eſpecially in a Buſineſs which ſhe was 
ſo much pleaſed with; and fo ſhe com- 
manded a Coach to be made ready, _ 
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4 that ſhe ſhould go immediately to ſee Don 
Valerio, to whom (he writ a Letter. Donna 
- Olivia took Coach, pretending to go to 


ad Don Yalerio's Houſe, but ſhe went to her 
own, and bid the Coach-man return 


4 to Donna Catharina, and tell her, that 
5 for fear Notice might be taken of the 


er Coach, ſhe would go a Foot to the Place 
F where ſhe had ſent her, conducted by 
Granatus her pretended Father, From 


that Houſe, ſhe writ two Letters, one, to | 
iS 7 . , 7 7 "ul 
Don Alonzo, deſiring him to come to " 
If her; the other, to Don Valerio, to the on 


fame Effect, with Directions to find the 

I Houſe. | 
| While the Letters were carried abroad, 

. ſne put off her Widow's Habit, and put 
ö on that of a Perſon of the higheſt Quality, 


on expecting theſe two Viſits with the accu 
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- ſtomed Ceremonies of Spain. Don Valerio 
5 de Merdea was not long a coming, though 


* he knew nothing of the Perſon who had 
- Written to him. There had not paſſed 
. many Compliments between him and Don- 
bi na Olivia, but Word was brought her that 


b Don Alonzo de Caſtiza was alighted out of 
a5 Coach, and was a coming into the Hovſe. 
a Sir, (ſaid ſhe to Don Valerio) J am obliged 
. to ſpeak with the Perſon who is coming up, all 


Q 3 alone... 
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alone. Not but that you may hear the Dif. 
courſe we ſhall have together; and therefore let 
me entreat you to ſtaud bebind this Curtain, 
Thence you will hear all we ſay; for it Concerns 
you more than you imagine, and will prove to 
your Advantage, Don Valerio comply'd, not 
knowing what might be the Iſſue of this 
Precaution, 
Dun Alonzo came in, and having taken 
a Seat, Donna Olivia (whom he knew not 
as ſhe was then dreſs'd) apply'd her 
ſelf to him with this Diſcourſe. 1 doubt 
not, Sir, but you ſome mhat wonder, you ſhould 
be intreated bitber by a Letter, and that from 
a Perſon not known to you. 'To recover you 
from that Confuſion, I will give you an Ac- 
count of my ſelf, was Born in the lm- 
4 Perial City of Toledo, the only Daughter 
© of the Houſe from æhicn 1am deſcended, 
« and Heir thereof. I am of the Family 
64 of Priola, fo well known all over Spain, 
<« that I need ſay nothing of it. As to my 
40 4. Wality, I am to tell vou farther, that 
% my Father was, in his time, honoured 
« with the Order of St. James, and my 
« Brother of that of Alcentara, with the 
% Command of a Troop of Horſe under 
< his cg e's in Flanders, Upon his 
Death | retir'd to a Country-Houſe [ 
| | "yg have 
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& have near Toledo, where liv'd private: 
y, contenting my ſelf with the Inno- 
« cent Enjoyments of a Conntry-Life, 
* without the leaſt Aequaintance of any 
thing of Love, till that, one Morning 
© Sheperd of mine brought to my Houſe, 
* two Men, who had been robb'd, and 
« ſtripped the Night before, by certain 
„High- way- Men. I took Compaſſion of 
& „ them, eſpecially him who by his De- 
© meanovr ſeem'd to be the Maſter, and 
* out of two Cheſts of Cloths my Brother 
* had left, I furniſh'd them with two 
“ Suits, wherewith they cover'd their 
« Nakedneſs. They ſeem'd to be very 


 * thankful for ſo ſeaſonable a Favour; 


but the more conſiderable of the 
© two has treated me very ungrateful- 
“ iy, and requited my Charitable 
4 Offices only with Flatteries and De- 
was ſo Simple as to be cajol'd, by 
« the Careſſes he made me, during four 
* Days that l kept him at my Houſe, and 
& he prevail'd ſo far with me, that I was 
* no longer at my own Diſpoſal. The 
* re-iterated Oaths and Proteſtations of 
*'4 Perſon of that Worth, rais d me into 

* Perſwaſion that he really lov'd me, and 
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(344) 
* that induc'd me to love him again. To 
be ſhort, upon a Promiſe he made me 
* of Marriage, he got me in a Humour to 
* grant him the greateſt of Favours, He 
made me believe that his going to Court 
© was for the Proſecution of ſome Law. 
4 Bulineſs that concern'd him very high- 
* ly. He deſir'd my leave to go to Ma. 
© drid, Promiſing to Return again in a 
©. ſhort time, but with ſuch Demonſtra- 
* tions of Love as might eaſily have pre- 
* yailed with one who had not fanſied 
* him ſo Affectionately as I had done. I 
* ſopply'd him with all things neceſſary, 


*. and he left me extremely troubled at 


* his Departure. Naw, by a Picture and 
c Letter he left behind him under the 
* Bolſter, IL found that the Occaſion of 
* his coming to this Court was in Order 
„to a Marriage between him, and that 
Miracle of Beauty Donna Catharina, your 
Now, our Honour being 
the moſt conſiderable thing we ought 
to be tender of, I could do no leſs, upon 


% the Procedure of Don Antonio, than 


© reſolve to come to this Court and. to 
„apply my ſelf to my Friends, that by 
© their Favour, I might croſs the Mar- 
5 riage he is about, and you. will find, 
* that 


> 
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& thit I may eaſily do it, if you but ſee 
ce what Cards I have to Play. Fs 
« I conceiv'd my firſt Overture ſhould. 
« be to acquaint you with my Diſgrace,; 
with the Diſhonour l have run into by the 
e Acquaintance of Don Antonio, and with 
& his Treachery towards me, that receiving, 
« it from my own Mouth, you may not 
* be too forward to conclude what is al- 
* ready reſolved between you, as I have 
*-underſtood. With the Paper I have- 
te here in my Hand, I will Proſecute him: 
t to the utmoſt ; it is under his own. 
„Hand and Seal, and Witneſſes to it: 
* Be pleaſed, Sir, to peruſe it, and ſee. 
* whether | have not Reaſon to Proſe- 
* cute this Ungrateful and Perjur'd Man, 
e and to force him to a Performance of the 

“ Promiſe he has made me. | 
Don Alonzo was aſtoniſhed at this Rela- 
tion of Donna Olivia, and by what was 
put into his Hands, found out the Diſpoſi- 
tion of Don Antonio, and concluded him 
a fickle imprudent Perſon, who purſu'd 
his Enjoyments, without any Thought of 
the Conſequences thereof, and thereupon | 
he reſoly'd there ſhould be no farther talk 
| of any Marriage between him and his 
Daughter. Opening the Paper which 
FF Q 5 Donna 
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Donna Olivia had given him, he found in 


it theſe Words. 


THis preſent Writing, written with my 
| own Hand, and Sealed with my Seal, 
Witneſſetb, That J, Don Antonio de Men- 
doza, an Inbabitant of Sevil, acknowledge my 

ſelf robe the Lawful Husband of Donna Olivia 


de Priola, an Inbabitant of Toledo, and 
that J will perform the preſent Promiſe I make 


her of Marriage whenſoever ¶ ſhall be by her, 
thereto required, Signed and Sealed in the Pre- 


ſence of Dilario and Flora, Servants to the 


aid Donna Olivia. 


Don Antonio de Mendoza. 


Having read this Promiſe, and knowing 


the Hand and Seal of Don Antonio, Don 


Alonzo ſaid to her, Madam, I am very 


much troubled, that Don Antonio, (a Per. 
ſon ſo well deſcended as he is) ſhould be guilty 
of ſo unworthy an Aion, and a Demeanour 


fo full of Treachery ; for at the time when be 


gave you this Writing, be was coming bither 
Pu poſeiy to be Married to my Daughter, But 
the Account you have given me of bim is ſuch, 


that I aſſure you, I will have no more to do 


with bim, ſince you haue ſo much Reaſon to 
IN 7 2 oppoſe 


C347) 


oppoſe it, Proſecute your own Right, and leaye- 


him not till you hape obtained your Deſires, 
and be aſſured 1 ſhall aſſiſt you to the utmoſt 
of my Power, ſince I find your Honour ſobighty 
concerned in it, 1 have ſome Friends here, 
and thoſe Powerful, I will engage them all to 
ſerve you, that you may find I am a Perſon, 


reſt. 
. Olivia gave him very humble 
Thanks for ſo great a Favour, and the 
Tears that fell from her at the cloſe of her 
Diſcourſe, heightned his Zeal and Tens 
derneſs towards her, Don Alonzo took 
along with him the Writing which Donna 
Olivia had ſhewn him, that he might 
thereby induce Don Antonio to an Acknow- 


ledgement of his Fault. With thoſe Pro- 


teſtations he took leave of Donna Olivia, 


Promiſing to ſee her again withia a ſhort 


time, and to Return the Promiſe of Mar- 


riage ; reiterating the Deſires he had to 
ſerve her. He thereupon left her, giving 
Don Valerio the Liberty to come upon the 
Stage. As ſoon as he had taken his Seat: 
Tos hade under ſtood, (ſays Donna Olivia to 
him) if jo be you bave beard the Diſcourſe 
between Don Alonzo and my ſelf, what has 
paſſed between me and Don Antonio. r 
which 


who prefer a juſt Canſe before all Self- Inte- 
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mhich Account, (as you have beard from her 
Eatber ) you find be is never like to be Husband 
to the fair Donna Catharina. She ſent me 
hither to acquaint you, that what has been done 
on her Part in order to the Marriage between. 
her and Don Antonio was purely out of Com- 
pliance-with the Commands of her Father, and 
that ſhe is glad of: the Occaſion ſhe now bas 
to quit him, and re-aſſume that Kindneſs and 
AfeGion ſhe ever bad for you. What I ſay, 
you will find in Writing under ber Hand, when 
you have peruſed this. T.etter, Don Valerio 
having read it, was the moſt ſatisfyed 
Man in the World, to find his blaſted 
Hopes now beginning to ſpring again. 
Donna. Olivia perceiving it, to confirm 
his Satisfaction, continu'd her Diſcourſe 
to him thus: I know Seignior Don Valerio, 
you will be aſtoniſhed in your Self, bow this Let- 
ter ſhould fall into my Hands, it is my ſelſ 
only can unriddle it. Being in Love, as you 
are, you know that, that little Divinity is the 
Aut bor of many Diſguiſes and Transformation, 
as you are taught by Ovid in bis Metamor- 
phoſie, and conſequently. you doubt not, but 
that / Loving an Uncon(tant Perſon who had 
bad ſuch precious Pledges of my Affection, 
ſhould leave nothing unattempted- to recover 
my Hencur, and oblige bim to the te” 
| | of 
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what he owes me. J came to this Court, 
with a Deſign, being what ] am, to get into 
the Service of Donna Catharina, and bave 
effected it. For though you-ſee me in tis 
Houſe, (which was 1 upon my Account) 
Ilive in her's, waiting on ber in the Quality 
of a Duenna; a part I bave aſſumed, the 
better to elude Don Antonie, and to do all 
that lay in my Power to put him out of my Mi- 
ftrefs's Favour ;. and I have alſo brought that 
ſo far about, that I am Confident there will 


never be any Marriage between them, and 


ſhe is wholly inclined to Favour you Now 
conſider with your ſelf, what yon would have 


me to ſay to your Miſtreſs for I am juſt going 
to put on my Widow's Habit, and I muſt re- 


turn preſently, and am afraid ſhe-wilt think I 
have ſtay d too long, If you will return ber 
an Anſwer, you have here all things requiſite 
to do it. 1 think it neceſſary you ſhould, that 
Donna Catharina may ſee, I have punctually 


obeyed her Commands. As to tbe Secret of 
my Diſguiſe, I pray keep it ſuch, for it concerns 
me, that it ſhould not be-diſcover'd awhile: 1 


rely on your Diſcretion, and knowing you to be 


a Perſon of Honour and Worth, I preſume - 


you will not diſcover it. 


bt: | This 
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Comp 
This Diſcourſe very much - ſurpriz'd. 
Don Valerio, who took occaſion to com- 
mend her Courage and Generoſity, and 
return d her his moſt humble thanks, for 
the Favour ſhe had done him, in enſtruſt- 
ing him with the Secret of her Love, and 
pray'd Heaven to give him Life to Ac- 
knowledge and Requite ſo great an Obli- 
gation. He Promis'd her not to diſcover 
any thing till ſne commanded him to do 
it; and thereupon, ſeeing her in haſte to 
be gone, he Writ a Letter in Anſwer to 
what he had receiv'd from his Miſtreſs, 
full of Amorous Compliments, and Pro- 
teſtations of Fidelity to the laſt Gaſp. 
While he was Writing, Donna Olivia 
put on her Widow's Habit, and made 
all the haſte ſhe could to Don Alon- 
Os. | $5 $7 Yo 

ln the mean time Dor: Antonio, extremely 
reſenting the Impoſture put upon him, 
acquainted his Couſin, Dow Martinio with 
it, whereupon they went both together to 
Don Alonzo's. He not being within, they 
ask'd for Donna Catharina, who came out 
Without any Ceremony to receive their 
Viſit, that it might be the ſhorter; for 
ſhe had no great Mind to ſee Don Antonio. 
The poor Gentleman endeayour'd to vin- 
dicate 


enn 
dicate himſelf, ſwearing a thouſand Oaths 


that he never heard of any Lady in Sevil, 


of the name mentioned in the Letter, and 
that no- doubt ſome envious Perſon had 


put this Trick upon bim; and that if Don 


Alonzo ſhould upon Enquiry find it to be 


true, he would be content to loſe his Ho- 


nour and Life, nay more, the Hopes of 
ever enjoying her. 


Tue earneſtneſs of his Diſcourſe put 


Donna Catharina into ſome Doubt, that 


what ſhe had heard was ſome Impoſture 


advanced purpoſely to obſtruct his Pre- 
tenſions, and referr'd it to her Father, to 
make a full Diſcovery thereof. Her an- 
ſwer to them was, that ſhe was not at her 


own Diſpoſal, that it was her Duty to 


comply with that of her Father, and con- 


ſequently, ſhe could not quit the ill Im- 


preſſion ſhe had received of Dan Antonio, 
till ſhe were better inform'd of the Truth; 


that her Father would come in ere long, 


and ſhe could take no Reſolution without 
his Orders, ina Buſineſs of ſo great Impor- 
inn, fs 38 ns bf 

While they were engaged in this Diſ- 
courſe, Don Alonzo comes in from the 


Viſit he had made to Donna Olivia, Don 
-HMartinio made him a ſhort Relation of 
what 
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what had happen'd, and renew'd to him 


the juſt Complaint which his Couſin had 


reaſon to make of the Crime laid to his 
Charge. Whereupon both deſiring him 


to hold his Hand, at leaſt till there were 
an Exact enquiry made into the Buſineſs, 
he deſir'd them to fit down, and gave 


them this Anſwer. Gentlemen, I went out 


in hopes to be informed by ſome Friends of Sevil, 
nom here, whether that which is imputed to 
Don Antonio were true, and I could not meet 
with them; but if I bad found them, it's poſſi- 
ble they might know: nothing of the Buſineſs, 
for Sevil is a great City, and ſome Parts of 
it lie at ſuch a diſtance from others, that they 
may well be accounted different Places. What 
J found moſt certain is, tbat Don Antonio 
bas made a Promiſe of Marriage to a Lady 
of Toledo, who entertain'd him at a Country- 


Houſe of hers, after be had been Robbed by 


certain Thieves; and what is yet more to be 
conſidered, ſhe thought it not much to ſecure 
bis Affection by the Forfeiture of ber Honour. 
I bade it from the Lady her ſelf,” wbo ſent 
for me, and ſhew'd me the Promiſe under his 


Hand, which ſince we all know, there can be no 


Evaſion. 


He 


Ca] 

He thereupon ſhew'd it both the Cou- 
fins, who were both at ſuch a loſs that 
they knew not what to ſay ; eſpecially 
Don Antonio, who ſufficiently betray'd his 
Guilt by his Aſtoniſhment, but ſwore 
withal that he had not made that Promiſe 
under his own Name, but under a feigned. 
Put Don Martinis knowing all the Circum- 
ſtances of the Buſineſs, was moſt liberal 
of his Reproaches to his Covſin ; which 
railing a certain Compaſſion in Don A. 
lonzo, forc'd this Diſcourſe from him. 

Seignior Don Antonio, we find by many 
Experiences, that a Young man, once fallen 
in Love, will do any thing to obtain bis De- 
fares; that Love ſhould overcome you I wonder 
#0t at all; but what occaſions my Aſtoniſhment, 


is, that you ſhould have the Confidence to Ad - 


dreſs your ſelf to a Perſon of the Quality, this 
Lady is of, and diſponour her, without even 
conſidering, that in time, ſhe might acquaint 
her Friends therewith, who would be ſure to 
Revenge the Afﬀront ; and what adds to this 
Aftonifhment, is, that you durſt do ſuch an 
Action when you were coming bither purpoſely 
in order to your: Matching with my Daughter, 
for whom, if any Credit may be given to your 
Letters, you pretended to bave a paſſionate 


Affection. I ſee not bow your Heart could 
be 
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(354) 
.be capable of ſuch a Competition of Paſſions, 
that you ſhould pretend the greateſt Inclinations 
imaginable for one, and treat of a Marriage 
with another: Being a Perſon of Honour, I 
doubt not but you will make it appear in your 
Actions; and that is, that you ſtand to the 
Promiſe you made to the Lady Olivia, though 
it were only out of this Conſideration, That it 
argues a more generous Nature to do that 
. willingly, which muſt oth:rwiſe unwillingly be 
done. The Lady is not ſo deſtitute of Friends, 
as you perhaps imagine; ſhe is now at Madrid, 
come expreſly to recover her Debt, which no 
doubt ſhe will; and ber Cauſe being ſo Juſt, 
"tis not likely ſhe will want Aſſiſtance. My 
-Aawice is, that you endeavour to prevent the 
ill Reports which the Buſzneſs muſt ra;ſe of you; 
Perform what you have Promis'd, and let not 
your Love to my Daughter blind you any fur - 
ther, for I am reſolved to ft her up in a Cloy- 
fer, for the remainder of ber Life, rather than 
the ſhall ever be your Wife. - © 
With that he roſe up, and without any 
Compliments, went into another Room. 
Donna Catharina follow'd him, and the 
two Couſins, without ſo much as a Word 
exchanged, went home, where Don Mar- 
tinio fell into bitter Expoſtulations with 


his Couſin, for his engaging himſelf in ſo 
—— unworthy 


"C908 - 

vnworthy an AQtion. Don Antonio had 
nothing to' reply, but that he was aſto- 
niſhed how that Promiſe came to be Signed 
with his own Name ; having made it only 
in a ſuppoſitious, 

Leaving them in that Confuſion, making 
ſeveral Reflections on the Adventure, ler 


vs return to the feigned Waiting- woman, 


who was got back to Don Alonzo's, and 
had deliver'd Don Yalerio's Letter to Dna 
Catharina. She was infinitely fatisfyed 
with it, as fearing he would not have 
been ſo eaſily retrieved into her Ser- 
vice. 

Donna Catharina acquainted her, bow that 
Don Antonio and his Couſin had been there; 
what had paſs'd between them and her 
Father; and that he had abſolntely diſ- 
miſſed them; 3 it being diſcovered, that 
Don dAnonio had commared another Im- 
pertinence, and had made a Promiſe of 


Marriage to a Lady of Toledo, who was 


come expreſs to Madrid, to obſt ruct 
his Pretenſions to her. Donna Olivia pre- 
tended the greateſt Aſtoniſhment in the 
World, and burſt forth into Imprecations 


againſt Don Antonio, 


In 


( 356) 

In the mean time there came a Meſſage 
to Donna Catharina from a She-Couſin of 
hers, inviting her to a Comedy, which 
was to be repreſented at her Honſe, that 
Night, whereto ſhe ſent Anſwer that ſhe 
would come, Donna Olivia having made 
ſo Succeſsful a progreſs.in her Buſineſs, 
bethought her felf of an Invention that 
ſhould bring it to an abſolute Period ; for 
ſhe had the Management of all, She told 
Donna Catbarina, that if ſhe pleas'd to 
wave her going to the Comedy, ſhe might 
have a Meeting that Night with Don Vale- 
rio in a ſecure Place, to wit at her Fa- 
ther's Houſe where ſhe might do what ſhe 
pleas'd her ſelf, The Lady had a great 
Kindneſs for Don Valerio, and was deſirous 
to prevent the Reproaches he might make 
upon her former diſcarding of him, and 
ſo ſhe accepted the Proffer made. by her 
Woman. She immediately ſent for Grana- 
tus, and gave him a Letter for Don Valerio, 
whereby he was deſired to come that 
Night at Eight to Donna Olivia's Houſe. 
He. was ſent with another to Don Antonio 


de Mendsza, acquainting him, That Donna 
Catharina, notwithſtanding the Indignation 


of her Father, and what ſhe her ſelf had 
aid, was reſolved ſecretly to Marry him, 


and 


( 357) 
and deſir'd to meet him that Night, at a 
Houſe whither the Bearer would bring 
him, and that he ſhould not fail to be 
there at Nine. 

The two Cavaliers kindly receiv'd their 
Letters, eſpecially Don Antonio, who be- 
ing but a little before diſſmiſsed, was re- 
call'd to joyn Hands with Donna Catbarina, 
and imagined it done by the interceſſion. 
of the Waiting-Gentlewoman, to whom 
he thought himſelf infinitely obliged, and 
the Preſent he had made her well beſtow- 
ed: The two Gallants fail'd not to be 
there-at the time appointed, and inthe 
mean while, Donna Catharina and her Wo- 
man took Coach leaving Don Alonzo at 
home, ready to go to Bed. They went 
to Donna Olivia's Houſe, which ſeem'd to 
be that of Granatus, where they were re- 
ceived by Flora, Olivia's Maid, who went 
under the Name of her Step-mother : 
While Donna Catbarina was expecting the 
Arrival of Don Valerio, ſne ſent Dilario 
with a Letter to Don Alonxo containing 
theſe Words. 


To 
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To Don Alonzo de Caſtiza, 


s I R, 
Y Lady Donna Catharina, inſtead of 
going to ſee the Comedy, whereto ſhe 
had been invited, is come to my Father's 
Houſe, with a Reſolution to be ſecretly. Mar- 


ried to Don Antonio, notwithſtanding your 


probibition to the contrary : I concety'd it my 


Duty to give you notice thereof, and it is your 
W ork to take what Courſe you think fit to pre- 


dent it For my Part I have done what lay 


in me, and I ſhall not need to fear any Re- 
proach from you, ſince I bave ſent — timely | 


Notice of her Intentions. 
Donna Artimiza. 


Granatus was diſpatched away with this 
Letter, and order'd not. to deliver it till 
half an Hour after Nine, which he did. 
In the mean time Don Valerio fail d not to 
come, preciſely at his time, and was di- 


rected to his Miſtreſs, who gave him: 


ſuch SatisfaQtion as ſilencd all bis Com- 
plaints. 
Olivia left them together in a Room, 


where [be lock'd them in: Not long after 


came 


_ (£33900) 


light, alledging it concern'd him, that he 
were not ſeen; that he ſhould forbear 
making any Noiſe, and that it would not 


be long ere his Miſtreſs came to him: He 


promis'd to obey her in all things, and 


ſtaid there ſo long as that Olivia might 


ſhift her ſelf into Cloths ſuitable to her 
Quality, that done, ſhe went into the 


Room, and ſpeaking very low, it was no 


hard matter for her to deceive Don Antonio, 


and to make him believe he was very much 
in his Miſtreſs's Fayour. | 
Leaving theſe young People thus match-- 


ed, let us return to Don Alonzo, who re- 
ceiv'd the Letter from the Duenna juſt as 


he was getting into Bed. The Old Gen- 


tleman was extremely ſurprized thereat, 


and going out of Doors, attended by 
Dilario, he went to the Commiſlary's' 
Hovſe, - which was hard by: The Afflicted 
Man acquainted him what Poſture things 


were in; whereupon the Commiſſary ta- 


king ſome of his People about him, they 
went to Dilario's Houſe, where, after ſome 
knocking, they were let in: They had 
luckily a Eantern with them, and it _ 
1651 them 


1 


came Don Antonio, according to the time 
appointed him, and was receiv'd by Olivia, 
who diſpos'd him into a Room, without 
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them good Service, for they found the 


Houſe without any Light + They lighted 
a Torch, and went into ſeveral Rooms, 
in one whereof finding Don Valerio and 


Donna Catharina, the Commiſſary ask'd 


them, what they did there? Don Valerio 
told him he was there with his Wife, 
which was confirmed by Donna Catharina. 
Don Alonzo would have run him through; 
but the Commiſſary telling him ſhe was 
not with the Perſon he imagin'd, that 
that Gentleman was Don Valerio de Merdea, 


a Perſon of great Quality, and well known 


about the Court. Don Alonzo could do no 
leſs than approve of their Marriage, 
though *twere only out of a Satisfaction, 


that ſhe was not fallen into the Hands of 


Don Antonio; whom he hated extremely, 
for the ſtrange Pranks he had Played. 
They went thence unto another Room, 


which they found lock'd, and thereupon 


threatning to break open the Door; Don 
Antonio open'd it within, and comes out 
telling them that he was there with Donna 
Catharina his Wife, and that it was with 
her Conſent, he was come into that Houſe 
to Marry her. Upon that Diſcourſe Donna 
Olivia came out of the Room, and ſaid 
to him, Tou are deceived, ſweet Seignior 
Y | Don 
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Don Antonio, I am not the Woman you 
think me, but Donna Olivia de Priola, who 

expects from you the Repar ation of ber Honour; 
the Recovery whereof oblig'd me to enter into 

the Service of Donna Catharina, ſerving ber 

in the Quality of a Waiting- woman, Don 

Aonzs de Caſtixa looking on her a little 

more attentively than he had done, knew 

her, as alſo did the fair Lady Donna Ca- 


tharina Both of them reflecting on the 


Diſguiſes ſhe had run through to retrieve 


her Honour, very ſeriouſly commended © 


her Courage and Contrivances, and as much 


blamd? Don Antonio, who finding himſelf 


Convinced, and Condemned of all, ratify'd 
once more the Promiſe he had made her. 

Don Yalerio and his Miſtreſs were enſur'd 
one tothe other, and the Solemnity'sf 
their Marriage order'd to be Eight Days 
after. They prov'd both very happy in 
their Wives, of whom they had many 
Children who were the Comfort and Fe- 
licity of their Parents, But particularly 
for Don Antonio, when he reflected on the 


ſtrange Adventures whereby Donna Olivia 
engag'd him to his Duty, he look'd on all 
as ſo many Extraordinary Demonſtrations 
of her Affection towards him, which oc- 
caſion'd his to be multiplyed towards her; 

| R beſides 


as * — — — . 
— » — 2 222 —_ 
— 22322 r Is 
i — 
— 5 — 


_ _ — 7 _ 

— ——— 
_—_ —_— - 
— — ; 


( 362 ) 
"beſides the Kindneſs he had for her upon 
the Account of her Ingenuity : For Wit, in 
a Woman is a great inflamer of Love, e. 
ſpecially that Woman's Wit which i Is ever 
:beſt at a dead Lift. 


: This Novel of Don Jaime's was wonder. 
Fully liked by Rufina and her Maids, That 
natural Eloquence of his, joyned to his 
other good Qualities, fully compleated 
the Conqueſt of Rufina's Heart ; and the 
Spark found he had charmed her to the 
'Jaſt degree. He quite laid aſide the de- 
ſign he had formed of Robbing her; nay, 
= now deſired a convenient opportunity 
zof making the ſame known to her, and 
it was not long before he found one, for 
as Rufina thought Don Jaime was really 
what he had told her, ſhe gave him to 


underſtand that her intention was to leave 


Toledo, before her Father returned from 
Madrid, to carry with her the moſt va- 
Jvable part of her Effects, and to retire 
with him to Valencia, ſince he was ſo 

werful in that Countr y, and deſcended 
K m fo Illuſtrious a Family. The diſ- 
guiſed Cavalier upon this occaſion was 
forced to own the ſtratagem he had form'd 
againſt her; and being un willing ſhe per 


(ny 

he any longer under her Miſtake he ſaid 
to her: My dear Soul, knowing the good 
Will wherewith you have been pleaſed 
to honour me, I will no longer conceal 
any thing from you ; I will lay open my 
whole Heart before you, and inform you 
of what you are at preſent ignorant; nei- 
ther wou'd my Crime admit of any Ex- 
cuſe, if the Love I now bear you did not 
make ſome amends for it, My Love is 
not the Crime [ ſpeak of; for all that 
ſee your divine Beauty muſt inevitably love 
you : I beheld it, and conquered by your 
Charms gave up my Liberty and all the 
other Powers of my Soul, to thoſe of 
your enchanting Face. And 'tis no won- 
der I did ſo; for this is a Victory, Ma- 
dam, which you may eaſily gain over 
Hearts much more flinty than mine, which 
thinks it ſelf bleſt in being your ſlave, 
and in continuing ſo as long as ever my 
Eyes can admire the Brightneſs of thoſe 
two Suns. This Preamble is only to im- 
plore your Pardon for the Fault | have 
committed; I frankly confeſs I am not 
the Man I made you believe I was by the 
Relation you obliged me to give you of 
my Deſcent; though I am indeed of Va- 
lencia, but of mean parentage though vir- 

|  R 2 | tuous. 
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tuous. My Father lived Honeſtly upon 
the Labour of his Hands, being by Trade 
a Rope - maker: I had too high a Spirit for 
one of my Condition: being reſolved not 
to ſtoop to my Father's mechanick Buſineſs, 
I came into Caſtile, after having been firſt 
in Andaluſia : and have been ſo ſucceſsful 
in what I turned my ſelf to, that I have 
mever wanted either Friends or Mo- 
"ney. | 
1 came hither in the Company of a Man 
call'd Criſpin who was a Priſoner for ſome 
time at Malaga, upon account of ſome 
Crime which he wou'd never own to me. 
This Man heapt upon me ſeveral Obligati- 
ons, defraying my Ex pences upon the Road, 
and even lending me Money, becauſe he 
ſaw the deſire I had to contract a Friend- 
hip with him, that we might aſſiſt each 
other in the Profeſſion we both followed. 
One day he unboſom'd himſelf to me, and 
beg' d me to contrive ſome way to intro- 
duce my ſelf into your Houſe, for he knew 
vou had a great deal of Money by you, 


and intended to eaſe you of as much of it 


as he cou'd : What he ſaid to me there- 
upon made me conceive that he had been a 
Priſoner at Malaga for Theft. To effect 
our deſign, therefore, we — to 

Have 
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gave a Quarrel in the Street, that might” 
force me to fly to your Houſe for Refuge; 
where you have received me fo obligingly, 
and loaded me with ſo many Favours, 
that 1 find your Charms will fruſt rate 
Criſpin's Hopes, for as I have now in- 
form'd you of the Villany we had prepared 
for you, ſo 1 ſhall endeavour to turn it 
vpon his own head, by chouſing him out. 
of what Treaſure he is Maſter of: For I 
am not capable of being ungrateful to a Per- 


ſon that has obliged me ſo highly as you 


have. I have diſcovered every thing to 
you; now diſpoſe of me how you pleaſe. 
I will never ſuffer any Injury to be done 
you, though my Quality, as I have con- 
feſs'd to you, is not what I boaſted it to 


Ryufina was mightily aſtoniſhed at Cyiſ- 
pin's Stratagem ; and not a little glad ſhe 
had eſcaped the effects of it: But ſhe was 
afraid Criſpin had likewiſe told Jaime who 
ſhe was and what Trade ſhe got her live- 
lihood by. Seeing therefore he had ſo 
ingenuouſly declared himſelf to her with- 
out concealing even the Meanneſs of his 
Birth; ſhe thought her ſelf obliged to do 


the ſame, by confeſſing to him her true 
Origin, the Courſe of her Life and that 
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of her Parents, and in ſhort all that had 
happened to her till her Arrival at Toledo. 
Love and Wine often fetch out things that 
are not abſolutely neceſſary to be known. 
Jaime was over-joyed to find that Rufina 


was of no better Extraction than himſelf, 


this Equality of Condition bound them 
the cloſer to each other, and made them 
now fully reſolve upon Marrying, 
They alſo reſolved to leave Toledo 
and go fix at Madrid: But Rufina ſaid 
ſte won'd be firſt revenged of Criſpin, a- 
gainſt whom ſhe was juſtly provoked, up- 
on account of the Trick he meant to put 
upon her. Jaime deſired her to leave 
that to him; becauſe by means of their 
Intimacy he might eaſily draw him into 
his Net; and not only ſtrip him of his 
Money, but ſecure themſelves from his 
future Reſentment by throwing him into 
Toledo Gaol. | 

In this Reſolution he went to ſee Cyiſ. 
pin, whom he found at his Lodging, not 
expeQting a Viſit ſo ſoon: He was mighty 
glad to hear his Comrade had made ſuch ad- 
vances in Rufina's Affections; but then 
Jaime told him, he ſhou'd want more Mo- 


ney both to defray his Expences, and to 


make ſure of the Servants : This he 
| oy thought 


=— 
thought wou'd hinder Criſpin from ſuſ- 
petting any thing of his deſign, and 
as he did not ſpare for Proteſtati-- 
ons of inviolable Friendſhip, by this 
means that old ſubtle Thief was Nooſed 
in ſpite of all his Cunning ; for to enable 
Jaime to appear to Rufina with Magnifi- 
cence, he gave him a hundred Crowns of 
Gold, to ſpend as he pleaſed, in hopes 
of getting fix times as much by the Bar- 
gain. He took them out of a Bag wherein 
were above five hundred Piſtoles, all good 
Plunder. Jaime took particular notice of 
the place where he hid that Treaſure, and 
like a knight Errant of old made a Solemn 
Vow never to ſleep in a ſoft Bed till he 
had made himſelf the Guardian of thoſe 
bewitching pieces. Criſpi» ſoon after- 
wards went down to give Orders for 
dreſſing a brece of Partridges and a Rab- 
bet to entertain his Comrade, and in the 
mean while his Comrade laid hold of a 
Trunk where the Money was put, and 
picking the Lock at which employment 
he was very expert, he took out the Bag, 
which contained that precious Depoſitum. 
They ſup'd rogether very Merrily, and 
Jaime took his leave of Criſpin, giving him 
hopes of a ſpeedy Accompliſhment of their 
Deſign. 14 He 
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He was extreamly well received b 
Fufina when he came home: He told her 
what had paſt between him and Criſpin, 
and how nobly he had paid him for his 
Intention of cheating her. Then ſhowed 
her the Piſtoles, which were very delight- 
ful in her Eyes, for ſhe was a great Lo- 
ver of that Species, as indeed ſhe was of 
moſt ſorts of your Gold Coinage. Jaime 
told her how much it concerned him to 
be gone quickly from Toledo, before Criſ- 
din ſnou'd perceive the loſs of his Money: 
But Rufina found out a. good: Expedient 
for that, though ſhe too was of her Gal- 
lant's Opinion as to leaving Toledo. She 
was reſolved to make uſe again of the 


Malaga Buſineſs ; giving notice to the 


Provoſt who. was. a. great Perſecutor of 
— Rogues, that Criſpin was at Toledo, and 
that he lodged at ſuch a place. After 


having written a pretty long Letter to 


the Provoſt, they began to think in ear- 
neſt of their Departure, and laid hold 
of the Opportunity of two Waggons that 
were juſt then going to Madrid In theſe 
they loaded all their Effects, and taking 
with them no Servants deſides the Slave, 
they went to the Court, which is a Sea 
where many Streams meet. There they 

reſolved 
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reſolved Rufina ſhou'd lye concealed: 
till they had heard News of Garay, and 
whether he was yet gone from thence or 


2 


no. 


Let us leave them to provide them- 
ſelves with Lodgings, and return to What 
happened upon the Letter which the Pro- 
voſt received. He had ſcarce read it over, 


but he call'd for the Ser jeants, went im- 
mediately with them to Criſpin's Lodgings 
(who was impatiently waiting till Jaime 
ſhou'd give him Entrance into Rufina's 
Houſe to put him in Poſſeſſion of all her 


Caſh) ſurpriſed him in his Chamber and 
carry'd him to Priſon. Not long before, 


a jadge of Malaga had been at Toledo in 


queſt of him, but not finding him, he 
left with the Provoſt the Marks he was 


to know him by, and by which, though 


the Dreſs he was then in diſguiſed him 


very much, the Provoſt ſoon knew him 


to be the Man. He was carry'd to Pri- 


ſon, and all his things ſiezed on, among 
which he thought was the Gold which 


Jaime had carry'd off, for he had not yet 


miſs'd it. What follow'd after Criſpin's 


Impriſonment was, that being mounted 


upon the terrible Wooden Courſer, he 
ſnew'd himſelf a ſorry Horſeman, for he 
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covwd conceal nothing: Whereupon he 


was conducted to the Gallows to ſee. whe-. 


ther he cov'd caper in the Air better than 


he cou'd ride, which he did with great 
applauſe in the Preſence of a vaſt number 


of SpeQators. It was no ſmall] bleſſing 


to him, that he ended his days in that 
manner, whereby he had time to repent 
of the Sins of his Life; for though this is 


indeed the common End of thoſe that live 


by his wretched Profeſſion, yet many of 
them die ſuddenly by Sword or Piſtol. 
without any ſuch amendment. Thus 
died the Unfortunate Criſpin, who while 
he was a Hermit had learnt enough of 
Preaching to make a handſome Oration 
at the Place of Execution, He knew very 
well that his Diſaſter had been brought 


upon him by Jaime But like a good 


Chriſtian at. his Death he forgave. 


all. 1 


Rufina and her Lover, dwelling in pri- 
vate at Madrid to avoid Garay, were now 
united by the Marriage Tye. Garay very 
ſoon aſterwards went to Alcala, where 
he was told he might find his Wife; but 


miſling of her there too he fell into Com- 


pany with ſome Gentlemen of his own. 
Art, and by converſing but a very ſhort 
5 time 
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time with them was ſo lucky as to be 
Condemned firſt to the Laſh, and then 
for {ix years to the Galley, He was car- 
ry'd in Chains to Toledo; and as he 
thought Rufina ſtill lived there, he writ 
her a Letter, wherein he alledged, that 
ſince by his aſſiſtance ſne had got all her 
Wealth, ſhe ought now to have com- 
paſſion on him and ſave him from under- 
going this woful Sentence, by purchaſing 
a Slave to ſerve in his ſtead, which is 
done daily. The Perſon that carry'd 
the Letter ſought Rufina in the Street 
to which he was directed; but he was 
quickly informed by the Neighbours that 
ſhe was gone from Toledo: So that, ho- 
neſt Garay, laden with Irons, Years, and 
Labours, had the Honour of being his 


Majeſty's Officer on board the Gallies, . 


together with ſeveral others, who ne- 
ver had confidence enough in their own. 
Merit to pretend to that Employ- 
ment. | | | 
Let us return to Jaime, who now- 
lived very ſplendidly at Madrid: He 
had not been long there before he aſſoci- 
ated himſelf with ſome Worthy Gentle- 
men like himſelf, all mightily given to 
take care of other Peoples Goods, and 
| to 
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to Reap the Harveſt before Harveſt time 
wias come, being of Opinion that Gold 
and Jewels are ripe at any time. They 
committed ſome private Thefts, with ſo 
much Art and Induſtry, that the Authors 
were never ſuſpected: Which ſo whetted. 
their Appetites, that they were by no 
means Idle in looking out ſharp for new 
Opportuaity's of exerciſing their Talons, 
There was at that time at Madrid an 
excellent Company of Comedians, the 
very beſt in all Spain, which the Libe- 
rality of a Grandee who was vaſtly Rich, 
had got together at his own Charge, and 
there wanted no Coſt to make them com- 
pleat. Twas not known with what deſign 
He did it, whether to exerciſe his Cha- 
rity, or to gratify his own Inclination, 
or for what other reaſon: But he was 
particularly ſollicitous to ſet them hand- 
ſomely out, though his Pocket paid 
dear for it. He was very deſirous they 
ſhou'd have the benefit of the Feſtival of 
che Holy Sacrament at which the Co- 
medians of the Town every day during 
the Octave, repreſent Plays in the 
open Street, to which every Body is wel- 
come Gratis, and this is done at Ma- 
aid. every year upon that Feaſt. 5 
E- ; | ©. 
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To effect his deſign, he bought them 
new Plays of the beſt Poets in Spain, 
whom he rewarded very handſomely; and 
who were obliged to wor k extreamly faſt; 
for that great Company: So that another 
Company, which was alſo at Maarid, 
finding it ſelf of no uſe, not being able 
to ſtand in competition with this, was 
forced to leave the City and go to Tole- 
do, where that Imperial City paid them 
the uſual Allowance for acting their beſt 
Pieces upon the ſame Feſtival. The 
new Company was now left wholly poſ- 
ſeſs'd of the Court, and the Grandee. be- 
fore mentioned, gave them two thou- 
ſand Crowns by way of advance, to buy 


them Cloaths that might be anſwerable 


to the Beauty of their Plays. This Mo- 


ney was depolited in the Houſe of one 
of theſe Actors, who was a Man of Wit 


and judgment, and in whom his Com- 


panions placed ſo much confidence that 


he was the ſole Manager of every thing. 
He put the Money into a Coffer, the 
Key of which he always carry'd about 
him. Jaime s Gang had advice of it im- 
mediately: And having no Averſion to 
ſo pretty a Sum of Money, they con- 
ſulted upon ways and means to make 
9 themſelves 
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themſelves Maſters of it; and not hit- 
ting upon any that pleaſed them, they 


at laſt referr'd it wholly to Jaime, of 


whoſe Skill they had ſeen inſtances upon 


ſeveral the like Occaſions. He deſired 
till the next day to think ſedately of it; 
and at Night, he retired apart with 
his Wife, to whom he communicated 
the Deſign, and the ſeveral projects of 
his Comrades. She, who was a ſharper at 
theſe Buſineſſes than any of them, told 
him an infallible way to compaſs their 
Wiſhes. He had the Reputation of be- 
ing a Poet, and of compoling Verſes, ſo 
that between them they drew out the 
plan of a Stratagem, which was preſently 
received and agreed to by the reſt of the 
Society. | 

The next day they dreſt Jaime like a 


Scholar juſt come from College, purcha- 
ſing of the Brokers a- Caſſock and a long 


Cloak, which had been very much worne, 
and was finely embroidered with Greaſe, 


In this. diſguiſe he ſmelt as rank of the 
Poet as poſlible : The Cloak was of black 


Frize without: Nap: They put upon his 


Noſe a huge pair of SpeQacles, which he. 


faſtened to his Ears with Lute-ſtrings, as 
it is commonly practiſed in Spain, and 


provided 


* 
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provided him a Hat with vaſt Rims :- 


la ſhort, he was furniſhed with every: 


thing that he thought might be neceſſary. 
to make him appear a ridiculous, extra- 


vagant Poet, which was the main part of 


their Plot. : | 

Thus equip'd he went to the-Players,. 
who were met at the Place where they 
were uſed to act their Plays, in order 


now to rehearſe. one which was to be 
per formed in three days. He addreſſed: 
himſelf to the Manager of the whole Com- 
pany, whoſe Name he had before learnt; 


and accoſting him with abundance of Ce- 


remony: I am, Sir; ſaid he, with your good * 
leave and pleaſure, a Poet, This Player, 
who, as we ſaid before, was an arch 
Wag, and had been uſed to ſuch extra- 
vagant People as Jaime ſeemed now to 
be: May you continue ſo, Sir, reply'd he, 


theſe many years; 1 aſſure you ] ſhall ne- 


ver take the leaſt offence at it. The Deſign 
of my Studies was, ſaid he, to make my. 
ſelf well-read in Theology, in order to 

the being a Dignitary as I'am- already 
a. Batchelor in the Univerſity of Iracho, 


where I have lived with the general Ap- 
plauſe of all my Country men; for I am 


a. Biſcaineer to ſerve God and your Illuſtri- 
OUS. | 
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dus Company. The Place of my Nati 
vity Is Ordugua; and I have the Honour 
to be ally'd to the beſt Families in that 
ancient Town. My Name is the Bat- 
chelor Dominic Foancho, and I am very 
well known all over Biſcay : Where, 
(not neglecting the Talent which Hea- 
ven has been pleaſed to give me gratis, 
in ſending me into the World a Poet) 
I have apply'd my ſelf to the ſtudy of 
Poetry, in which I have wonderful ſuc- 
ceſs: And finding that my Works were 
univerſally efteemed; and that every Bo- 
dy preſt me to make them publick; I 
ſet to writing of Plays, not ſuch as ap- 
pear now a- days, the compoſition of 
Apprentice Poets: I have ſeveral written 
19 a Style that may truly be call'd extra- 
ordinary, and 1 cou'd let you have a 
Dozen that are quite finiſhed. I came 
to this Court becauſe there are ſeveral 
excellent Wits to be found here, and J 
have had the Honour to make my ſelf 
known for what lam; and without va- 
nity be it ſpoken, I have forced the beſt 

adges to confeſs that my Beauties are 
by no means common. But I am chietly 
happy, Sir, in living at the ſame time 
with ſo perfect, ſo Illuſtrious a ON 
Gs which 
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which may be call's the Cream of all the 
Companies in Spain, and in whoſe Ser- 


vice I mean : employ. the Talent I am 
bleſt with; if you and your Compani- 


ons think ell thereof, I intend to let 
you have immediately half a dozen 
Plays at leaſt, all written with this right 
Hand. As for the price, you are ſuch Rea- 
fonable Gentlemen, that we ſhall ſoon 
be agreed: : Be pleaſed, Sir, to do 'me 

the honour to make me known to the 


other Gentlemen, your Aſſociates, that 


they too may tell me how they approve 
of my offers. | | 
This Actor was of a different Tem- 


per from moſt of the Others, who ſo 


ſoon as a Poet that they are not ac- 
quainted with, comes to ſhew them a 
Play, deſpiſe and often refuſe to hear 
him; as if God, who gave Wit to thoſe- 
that are in vogue, had limited his fa- 
vours, and cou d beſtow none upon any 
body elſe; when he is able to give not 
only as much, but infinitely. more to- 
whomſoever he pleaſes. I return to my 


Story, to inform you that this Player 


was of a very Jovial Humour and took 
great delight, when he had little elſe 
to do, to divert himſelf upon ſuch oc- 

: caſions. 
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caſions. Judging of this Man by his 
Habit and Diſcourſe, as any one elſe wou'd, 
he told bim that he did them a great 
deal of honour, and that he returned 
him Thanks in the name of the Com- 
pany. Then, turning to his Compa- 
nions, This, Gentlemen, ſays he, is the 
Batchelor Dominic Foancho, a Noble Biſ- 
cayneer, and a very excellent Poet, who 
writes admirably for the Stage, and 
who offers to uſe his Pen for Ours, hav- 
ing already twelve at leaſt quite finiſhed, 
which if you think fir, he will ſhew 
us. 5 - 
The other Actors, by what their 
Comrade ſaid to them, and by the Dreſs 
and Grimaces of this ſtrange Figure, 
immediately took the hint that he muſt 
be ſomething very uncommon ; for which 
reaſon they all pretended they were 
highly obliged to him and ſaluted him 
very civilly. He returned their falutes 
with very groteſque Poſtures. He that 
firſt ſpoke to him, beg'd him to have 
Patience till. they had rehearſed their 
Play; that it wou'd not be long a do- 
ing, becauſe they had already rehearſed 
it three or four times; that there were 
only a few Scenes in which they were 
ns | _ not 
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not perfeF, and that afterwards they 
wou'd liſten to ſome of his performances 
if he wou'd do them the honovr to com- 
municate them to them. He therefore 
took a Seat, and waited till they had 


done what they were about. After 


that, Night coming on, they call'd for 
Candles, and all ſitting | down round a- 


bout him, they beg'd him to read the 


Titles of thoſe twelve Plays which he 
ſaid were finiſhed : Upon this requeſt, 


the pretended Author, who play'd his 


Part to Admiration, drew a Paper out 
of his Pocket, and read what fol- 
lows. 


6 


A Liſt of the Plays, 


Which the Batchelor Dominic Foancho, a 
Biſcayneer Poet, has writ this preſent 
Year. The Titles are theſe. 


The Hair-brained- Infanta. 
The Lucifer of Tyres. 
The Gandaye. 
The Creation of the — 
Noab's Ark. 
The French Evil. 
Almonds 
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The Rainleſs Summer. 
The Ragged Finery, 
A Pilgrimage to St. Fames, 
The Cunning Thief at the Gallows. 
The Signioreſs of Biſcay. 


Almonds for thoſe that have no Teeth: 


Theſe, adds he, are the twelve Plays 
which I told you were quite finiſhed : 1 


wou'd gladly have this laſt play'd firſt, 


becauſe the ſcene is laid in my own 
Country, and *tis one of the very beſt 
Pieces that was ever writ, the Intrigue 
of it being amazing; and tis Commen- 
dation enough, to tell you that it coſt 
me no little time, and that I bit my 
Nails. above twenty times. in its Compo- 
fition. 


All the Players had much ado to con- 


tain from burſting out into a loud 


Laugh, at the sdd Titles of the Plays, 


and they wiſned they had had more 
Leiſure to enjoy the Company of the 
Biſcayneer Poet. He that had firſt ſpo- 
ken to him, thanking bim in the name 
of the Company, It rejoyces me ex- 
treamly Sir, ſays he, to have the ho- 
nour to be informed of your Character 
from your own Mouth.; for *till- now, 


I 
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T confeſs to my Shame, I had. never fo 
much as heard your Illuſtrious Name: 
You are extreamly in the right to ſhew 
your ſelf at the Court of Spain, and a 
Man of your Merit will without doubt 
be greatly eſteemed here. I beg you, 
in the Name of my Companions, to 
favour us with that of your Plays which 
you your ſelf are moſt ſatisfy'd with, 
though we implicitly believe your Re- 
putation to be really as great as you 
tell us it is. You muſt give us your 
firſt for Nothing, as all new Poets do; 
and as for the reſt, we will allow you 
whatever we agree for, and perhaps 
we may like them ſo wel}, that we may 
furniſh our ſelves with enow to ſerve 
us a whole year, even though we were 
to borrow Money to pay for them. It 
is now late, and almoſt time to go to 
Supper ; we ſhall have more time after 
Supper to hear you in my Apartment, 
where all my Companions will certainly 
be, and we ſhall be glad if you will 
favour us with your Company, There 
you may communicate to us the Talents 
which Heaven has endowed you with, 
by ſhewing us what Play you think 
St. The Signioreſs of Biſcay, anſwered 


he, 
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he, is what I will read firſt ; for by 
that I hope to get the Reputation of a 
great Author, and procure my ſelf E- 
ſteem in this Court, The Accor re- 
ply'd ; I cou'd not help obſerving the 
Title you give it of Signioreſs, when 
you might have called her the Lady of 
Biſcay, which ſeems to me to be a word 
much more in uſe. I own it, ſaid the 
feign'd Poet; but I call it ſo on pur. 
poſe: For the King writes himſelf only 
Seignior (or Lord) of Biſcay, and not 
Prince, Duke, Count, nor Marqueſs : 
So, in the feminine Gender, I mult not 
ſay Lady, but Seignioreſs; becauſe too 
this word rhimes to Princeſs, Dutcheſs, 
Counteſs, Miſtreſs, &c ; and beſides, I 
like this word the better vpon account 
of its being new ; for, you know now-a- 
days every body runs after Novelties, 
and even the peaſants deſpiſe what is 
old and common. . | 

All that were preſent were hngely 
diverted at the pretended Poets ridicu- 
lous Talk. 1 further obſerved, ſaid the 
Actor, that you intitle one of your 
Plays, Noab's Ark. I can't imagine how 
you can fit that Story to the Stage, nor 
who can act it, for in my mind nothing 


at 
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at all or but very little can be ſaid up- 
on that Sobject, If you had ſeen my 
Plan, anſwered the feign'd Poet, you 
wou'd be ſo far from talking as you do, 
that you won'd be raviſhed with the 
Invention, which is brand new; as indeed 
1 am very happy in hitting upon No- 
velties: My Actors in that Piece are 
all ſuch Animals as imitate humane 
Speech ſuch as Parrots, Paroquets, Mag- 
pies, Jays, and ſeveral others; a thing 
which never before appeared, and which 
will be mightily admired for its agree- 
able Novelty. Upon this they cou'd no 
longer forbear burſting out into a loud 
Lavgh, which made the Author ask 
them ſeriouſly what they laught at. To 
which the Actor that ſpoke for the reſt 

reply'd ; this Novelty will certainly 
pleaſe the Town -prodigiovufly, ſince it 
makes us laugh thus upon the expeQa- 
tion we are in of getting a great deal 
of Money by it. There is no doubt 
you will ſo, ſaid the cunning Author. 
'But let us have done with the other 
Titles, upon which I will at a fitter time 
anſwer any Objections you may make 
againſt them, and let us now ſpeak on- 
ly of that which I intend ſhall ow 

acted. 
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We will defer talking of them, ſaid 


the Actor, till we have ſup'd; and if 
you will pleaſe to come by and by to 


my Houſe I will there wait for you with 
theſe Gentlemen: Whereupon he took 
his Leave of them, and promiſed not to 
fail waiting on them at the time ap- 
pointed. 

From them he went directly to his 
Aſſociates, whom he informed of all 
that had paſt between him and the 
Actors, and that he was to be with 
them again at his Houſe, who had the 
Money in his keeping : He tola them 


| the wou'd take care to hold them in diſ- 


courſe all the fore part of the Night, 
'to give them an opportunity of ſtealing 
the Treaſure, which they cou'd eaſily 
effect, by means of their falſe Keys, 
Pick- locks, and other Inſtraments where- 
with they were very well provided. 
The AQors on their ſide, were pre- 

paring to play him ſuch a Trick as his 
ſeeming Extravagance deſerved, getting 
ready ſeveral Squibs and Crackers in 
order to terrify him; for they thought 


he deſerved even to be toſt in a Blan- 
ket. 
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The appointed Hour being come, he 
went to the Houſe of the Actor who 
had invited him, to read his Compoſi- 
tion; where he found them all waiting 
for him. The Actor, ſeeing all his 
Company was met, ſaid that Room was 
too ſmall to hold them conveniently, 
and that they had much better go fit 
upon the Stage where they wou'd be 
ſafe from any Interruption, The ſham 
Poet was of the ſame mind, and ex- 
treamly glad at the Propoſal, becauſe 
the Houſe. being left empty, his Com- 
rades might do their Job in a trice; 


for the Actors Wife, and even the Ser- - 


vants wou'd not for the World have 
loſt their ſhare of the Diverſion they 


expected. Thus they left the Houle 


without a guard, and ſhut the doors 'af- 
ber them; but Taime's Companions cou'd 


eaſily find a way to open them. 


When they were come upon the Stage, 
they gave the Poet a Chair, ſhewing 
him abundance of Civility. Near bis Seat 
was a Table with two Candles on it. 
Having taken out the Play, which was 
mighty nicely bound, and Proel 
Silence, he thus began, 


= = 


A NEW 


Comedy, called, 


THE 


Seigniorcs of Bile) x 


Written by the Batchelor Dominic 


2+] Joancho, 4 Biſcayneer Poet. 


. be Interlocutors. 


Don Ochoa, A Cavalier. 
Don Garnica, Another Cavalier, 
Goc enecbe, Pot-ladls, A Joking Valet. 


"Hold a little, sir, ſaid the Chief of 
the Company; is not one Name enough 


for the Valet? No, Sir, ſaid Jaime, 


for 


b 


( 


__ : 
for the firſt is his Chriſten-name, and 
the ſecond is ſignificative of the Part 
he is to play : For as a Pot-ladle ſtirs 
the Victuals, fo he it is that ſtirs, over 
hawls and thickens all the Intrigues in 
the Comedy. You ſee he is not cal'd 
ſo for nothing, neither are any of the 
others, which perhaps you may at firft 
hearing diſlike. You ſay right, an- 
ſmered the Actor; be pleaſed to go 
on. Which he did as follows 


Gratia Galinda, the Seignioreſs of 

wh Which is a very good 
Name to ſhew the Graces ſhe 
is adorn'd with. 


Tae Maids. 


| Þ An old Uher of the 
Geignioreſſes. 

Aranelbia, The Seignioreſs's Steward. 

A Forge for Iron. 1 


Stay a Moment, Sir, ſaid that Actor 


who was the Mouth of the reſt; is this 
Forge to ſpeak ? No, Sir, ſaid the Poet; 
but tis abſolutely neceſſary in the Play, 


S 2 becauſe -* 
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herauſe mention is often made of it, 
as being the chief Revenve of our 
Country, and the greateſt: part of the 


Seignioreſs's Eſtate. Very well, an- 
ſwered vother ; but then it need not 


be put among the Interlocutors, That 
may eaſily be altered, ſaid the Batche- 


_ 


nem. T hirteen 22 of the Seig+ 


* 5. 


Thirteen! ſaid FO: Didier : Cou'd 
not. you reduce them to a ſmaller num- 
ber ? By no means, Sir, ſaid the Poet ; 
for they repreſent Thirteen of the beſt 


Families in Biſcay, and each of them, 
in the name of his whole Family, has 
a Vote in the State to conſent to the 
Seignioreſs's Marriage; and if one were 


wanting, it wou'd be the greateſt Affront 


that cou'd be put upon ſome one lllu- 
ſtrious Family. I am very faithful and 


punctual in every thing that relates to 
the Hiſtory of Biſcay, and I wou'd not 
miſs a Syllable of it, if 1 cou d avoid 


it. Aye, but this will be very hard 


N us to act, ſaid. the Player; for we 
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1 
have not ſo many Actors in our Com- 
ny. Take in more, take in more, 


fepiy the Poet: For ſuch' a Piece as 


this is not to be mangled for want of a 
few paltry Actors. Are there any more 
Characters, ſaid the Comedian? Aye 


marry are there anſwered the Poet. 


Item. Seven Virgins, who are to 


Dance before their Miſtreſs at her 
Entrance into Biſcay. 2 


Seven Virgins! ſaid the Acxor; where 
do you think we ſhall get ſeven Virgins, 
and at Court too? Sir, ſaid the Poet, 
there is no profit can be made with» 
out ſome Charge; and then, to tell 
yon the Truth, they are not to be 
ſearched, to know whether they are 


really Virgins (though it won'd be bet- 


ter if they were ſo) but this may be 
ſupply'd too, by having them painted 
in perſpeQive, and made to dance by 
Springs; though ſtill it wou d be much 
berter ro have real Virgins. This in- 
deed, ſaid the Actor, is ſome Comfort 


to us; for we can eaſily chuſe that 
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number. out of our own Company, 
reckoning in Supernumeraries: But L 
won't anſwer for their being what you 
wou'd have them. Pray let us now 
hear how your Play begins. 

ln the firſt Scene, ſays he, enter Do 
Othoa, the firſt Lover, and Goxzencche. 
Pot-ladle, his Joking Valet, in Coun- 
try Habits, each having a Cloak and an 
Umbrello. But, interrupts. the Player, 
what need have they of Umbrelloes if 
they have Cloaks ? I find, anſwers the 
Pbet, you know nothing of the  Cli- 
mate of Biſcay. In Summer, Sir, there 


are ſuch violent ſhowers of Rain, that 


vou won'd think the Sky was falling, 


and immediately . afterwards the Sun 


will ſhine out ſo hotly- that our Brains 
are almoſt. boy1'd. in our Skull, I be- 
lieve you ſays the Player, and am fa- 
tisfy'd.: Proceed. He began to read the. 


Verſes in ſo : ridiculous and ſo whim- 


fical a manner, that when he had gone 


throvgh about a hundred of them, the 
Players, ſeeing the-whole Piece conſiſted 


of four or five Quires Paper, and 


was written too in a ſmall hand, quite 
tir d with- what they had heard l- 


ready, and. impatient . of . ſpending the. 
: _ Night. 
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Night in liſtening to ſuch impertinent 


Stuff, began to break ſilence with a 
deaf ſort of a Murmur. Our pretend- 


ed Batchelor,. who ' wiſhed: for nothing 


better, upon this, gave ſuch a hearty 
ſtroke upon the. Table, that he ſhook 
the whole. Stage, and bawl'd. out with 


a .thundering Voice, Tacete, Tacete. But 


his Audience not underſtanding Latin 
the Noiſe grew louder, and a Scuffle 


aroſe in which, — puff ! out went 


the Candles, and the Trick they bad. 
prepared to puniſh the poor Poet as he 


deſerved, was ſet on foot. 


They let off their Squibs and 
Crackers, which all flew upon the. 
Poet; ſo that what with theſe, and 
the Flames of Rozin which they threw- 
up under their Trap-doors, he was: 
in a very ſore fright. He let them. 
know that he very much reſented - the: 


being brought thither to receive ſuch 


an Affront, for in the Scuffle he loſt 
his Play, at which he: ſeemed. to be ex- 


treamly,uneaſte.. N 
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The Reſult of this jeſt was that 
Jaime s Gang, while the Players were 
thus merrily employ'd, had opened the 
Doors of the Houſe, ranſacked every 
Room, and in a Coffer found the 
Money they ſought for ; which they 
carried to Faime's Honſe, where it 
was divided among them : And be- 
cavſe Jaime's Wife had been the In- 
ventor of the Stratagem, ſhe had her 
ſhare of the Booty, as in reaſon ſhe 
ovght. 

The next day, the Comedian who 
had been thus ftript, having occaſion 
to purchaſe ſome Silks to make Cloaths, 
was terribly amazed to find his Coffer 
open, and much more ſo when he per- 
ceived that the Money was gone. 
He was at firſt ſo confounded that he 
cou'd not ſpeak. But after he was a 
little recovered from his Trance, he 
ask'd his Wife, who had been in the 
Houſe ? which ſhe cou'd give him no 
account of. He immediately ran and 
informed the Officers of Juſtice of this 
Robbery. They ſearched all the Streets 
round the Player's Houſe, but to no 
purpoſe. The poor Actor went to the 
Nobleman, who had made them the 

Preſent, 
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Preſent, and told him their Misfor- 
tune: But he, thinking there muſt be 
ſome Trick in it, wou'd not give the 
leaſt Credit to him: He fell fick with 
Vexation upon this, ànd began to doubt 
that this good Office had been done 
him by that feigned Poet, whom he 
order'd to be diligently ſearched for; 
but he was not to be found, for he and 


bis Companions had taken effectual 


care of themſelves, Theſe things being 
come to the knowledge of the Grandee, 
to whoſe liberality they owed that Sum, 


he was ſo generous as to make it good 


to them again, This cured the Sick 
Man, whoſe Diſtemper ariſing from the 
loſs of his. Treaſure, vaniſhed again at 
the Recovery of it : The Serjeants 
nevertheleſs continu'd their ſearch af- 
ter this Thief in the ſhape of a Poet; 
which Faime hearing, he inform'd Ru- 
fina thereof, who adviſed him to leave 
Madrid, ſince they had Wealth enough 
to ſettle and carry on any Traflick 
elſewhere. Jaime took her Counſel ; 
and thus retiring from Madrid, they 
took refuge in Arragon and fixed in 
Saragoza, the Metropolis of that King- 


dom : They hired a Houſe, and for 
ſome 


0394") 

| ſome time kept a Mercer's-ſhop ; where 

| we (hall leave them in Purſvit of new 
Adventures; their Trade only ſerving 

as a Diſguiſe for the better b 


ing of their Delia. 
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BOOKS lately Priated for E. Curl 
in Fleet- Street 5 and V. 0 T ay lor in Pater - 
Naſter. Row. 


A Compleat Hiſtory of Magick, Sorcery, 
and Witchcraft. Containing, The moſt 


Authentick and Beft atteſted Relations of 


Magicians, Sorcerers, Witches, Apparitions, 
Spectres, Ghoſts, Dæmons, and other preter- 
natural Appearances, from the beginning of 
the World to the preſent Time. 2. An Ac- 
count of the firſt Riſe of Magicians and 
Witches; ſhewing the Contracts they made 
with the Devil, and what Methods they. take 

to accompliſh their infernal Deſigns. 3. A 

full Confutation of all the Arguments that 
have ever been produc'd againſt the Belief of 
Apparitions, Witches, &c. with a Judgment 


concerning Spirits, by the late Learned Mr. 


John Locke. 4. A Collection of ſeveral very 
ſcarce and valuable Tryals of Witches, in Scot- 
land, Englaud, &c. In two Volumes, 120, 
Price 55. 

Iriſþ Tales: Or, Inſtructive Hiſtories for 
the Happy Conduct of Life; containing the 
following Events, Viz. 1. The Captivated 
Monarch. 2. The Baniſh'd Prince. 3. The 
Power of Beauty. 4. The Diſtreſt Lovers. 
5. The Perfidious Gallant. 6. The Conſtant 
Fair One. 7. The Generous Rival. 8. The 
Inhuman Father. 9. The Depos'd Uturper. 


10. The Puniſhment of Ungenerous Love. 


Written 


Books Printed for E. Curll, and W. Taylor, 
Written by Mrs. Sarah Butler, 120. Price 
Ts. 6d. Stitch'd, 25. Bound. 

Court Tales Or, A Hiſtory of the A- 
mours of the Preſent Nobility; with a com- 
pleat Key, 8vo. Price 5% a 
Ovid's Metamorphoſes, in Fifteen Books; 
A new Tranflation, by the moſt Eminent 
Hands, viz. Mr. Sewell, Mr, Philips, Mr, 
Hughes, Mr. Pope, Mr. Gay, Captain Mor- 
rice, &. Adorn'd with Cuts: In two neat 
Pocket Volumes. Price-6s. 5 
The Adventures of Theagenes and Chari- 
clia, in Ten Books. (The firſt Romance that 
ever was Written.) Done from the Greek 
of Heliodorus, In two neat Pocket Volumes. 
Price 55. „ 

The Life of the moſt Reverend Dr. John 
Tillotſon, late Archbiſhop of Canterbury. With 
an Appendix of very curious Original Pa- 
pers, 890, Price 35. 6 4. 

Poſthumous Works of the late Reverend 
and Learned Dr. South. Containing, I. An 
Account of his Travels into Poland, in the 
Year 1674, with Laurence Hyde, Eſq; then 
Ambaſſador Extraordinary, II. Orations 
made upon extraordinary Occaſions, when 
he was Publick Orator of the Univerſity of 
Oxford, III. Three Sermons on ſeveral Oc- 
caſions. Publiſhed from the Original Ma- 
nuſcripts under his own Hand. To which 
is prefix'd, his Life, and a True Copy of 
his laſt Will and Teſtament, 8vo. In Two 
Volumes. Price 95. 


